CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of Study
It is an obvious that language is a part of culturanguage is a

symbol and an identity of a culture. According tattdénstein, language is a
thing used by human to coordinate their actioroicia context: He also says
that a language has a rule to develop the undelisgon ‘how the way we
live’ in a certain society. So that, when we learcertain language, we are

unconsciously learning the culture of certain comityu

It is also strengthened by David Matsumoto in lieko He states that
some people nowadays believe that handling thergtyeof cultures, reins
and ethnics is importaftThis happens due to there are many alteration and
social issues spread in the entire world, and imigortant and urgent to be
faced today. As human being, we are also shouldaware and make

ourselves ready toward the world’s changing.

At present, there are many schools in Indonesientdegapply “Love

Our Own Culture” program to conserve Indonesiatucalwhich is gradually
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eroded by the development of technology. Teacheginkto introduce many
kinds of Indonesian cultures, such genelan, traditional languages, songs,
dances andwvayang to the students as a way to keep the culture from
extinction. This program also has the aim to makelents conscious about

the importance of their own country’s cultures.

Irwan Abdullah states that knowing and understagmdither cultures
not only inform us about the knowledge of its crdtubut also helps us to
understand more about our own cultti®o that, learning other cultures need

to be considered as the right way to appreciataespkct our own culture.

When a person tries to learn other cultures, hetwyilto explore his
own culture unconsciously. In exploring other crds) they may make
comparison between others and their own cultureinQuthis comparison,
they may think that their own culture is betternth@hers. This will make

them amazed and love their culture.

Furthermore, if we want to learn language well, way need to pay
attention to the way of native speaker in expres#inDue to this case, we
need to know their culture, at least the way thpgak and express their
minds. Indeed, Dr. Vernon A. Magnesen as quotéguantum Teaching says

that, we learn 30% from what we see, 50% from wimitsee and listen and
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90% from what we have said and dénAccording to this sentence, the
teachers should be creative to create some aesitiat make their students
learn English well. Thus, when students are givaohskind of cultural

materials, they will learn English better becaussytwill understand English

by learning its culture.

Moreover, the curriculum of character building mirlg socialized to
the teacher in order they can bring their studémtind and have a good
character in teaching and learning process. Amaglgteen characters that
should be implemented in the classroom, there laieetamong them that
related to cross cultural understanding issue. &hitsee characters are
tolerance, nationality spirit and patriotic whicancbe built by cross cultural

understanding strategy.

Dealing with teaching strategies, teacher has tam mole in creating
classroom activities which encourage students’ emess of cultural
understanding. Utilizing different types of cultdrem Indonesia and foreign
will be one of strategies to create classroom digts/ which have cultural
background. It seems that transferring new cultames its differences will
help students understand English easily. Despitthatf teachers should be

aware of what they should do to create appropti@éehing and learning
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activity.> For example, students need to read the right hankgazine, news
or other reading materials to enrich their vocabesaand need to listen the

right material to make their listening skill impiex.

As a good teacher, we also should know what outesiis’ wants.
Hence, to find some information of students’ neep®md strategy should be
applied to get success in learning English. Aceuglyi, teachers are at first
need to know students’ perception toward the wateather’s teach and the

materials that given by the teacher.

It is important to understand students’ perceptiaheut something,
due to students’ perception is related to their twamd their expectation
toward learning at school. Linda L. Davidoff in dietluction of Psychology
says that people who hold their bias and expectamtlyaffect to their
forming of impressiofi.Knowledge of student’s perception toward the sttbje
should be seriously studied and considered byedheher to understand and
facilitate the student's expectation. So, by knaystudents’ perceptions,
teacher will be easy to find the right ways andtigtrategies to teach and
motivate them in learning English. From these petioes, teacher will also
be easy to sort or choose the right material wiscgood or not good to be

studied by the students.
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The writer chooses SMA Negeri 3 Mojokerto as thacelto do the
research because it has potential students toskanehed since it has applied
the program “love our own culture” which promotesgteral understanding.
In addition, English teachers in this school alwayse the term “other

cultures” when teaching English.

Based on the background above, the researchaerested in doing a
research of “The Use of Cross-Cultural Understagppdio Ease Learning

English at the Second Year Students of SMA Negétokerto”.

. Praoblemsof Study
Based on the general background of the study alstatement of the problem

can be stated as:

1. How is the implementation of cross-cultural undemging to ease
learning English at the second year students of $¢geri 3 Mojokerto?

2. What are the constraints in implementing crossdcaltunderstanding to
ease learning English at the second year studenSMA Negeri 3
Mojokerto?

3. How is the second year students’ perception tovihed use of cross-
cultural understanding to ease learning Englishetsecond year students

of SMA Negeri 3 Mojokerto?



C. Objective of Study
The objectives of the research are as follows:

1. To know the implementation of cross-cultural untlerding to ease
learning English at the second year students of $¥geri 3 Mojokerto.

2. To analyze the constraints in implementing crodsital understanding to
ease learning English at the second year studdnSMA Negeri 3
Mojokerto.

3. To analyze second year students’ perception tovlaeduse of cross-
cultural understanding to ease learning Engligh@tsecond year students

of SMA Negeri 3 Mojokerto.

D. Significance of Study

This research is expected to give some benefits:

1. For English teachers : it can give input to thechess in conducting
English teaching, as determining the right strategyd methods,
overcoming the problems in class as well makingbadgatmosphere in
teaching.

2. For students . as the learners, they are expeotedhderstand
their perceptions toward the use of cross-culturalerstanding to ease
learning English in their school and students’ pptions toward foreign
cultures and whether they like to know the cultifréoreign language and

as the motivation in learning English better.



E. Scopeand Limitation of Study
In this research, the writer limits the researctit@nimplementation of

cross-cultural understanding to ease learning Elngit the second year
students of SMA Negeri 3 Mojokerto.

She also analyzes the constraints and the studesisonses toward
the use of cross-cultural understanding to eageitepEnglish at the second

year students’ class.

F. Definition of Key Terms
Learning . knowledge or skill acquired through esence or

study or by being taught.

CCU (Cross Cultural Understanding): understandiegpte from different

cultural background.
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