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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

 

In this chapter, the writer deals with of the semiotics in meme Troll 

Football. By concerning to it, the writer is able to answer the research problems 

which stated in chapter one of this study. This study focuses on signifier, signified 

and denotative & connotative meaning in meme Troll Football meme post in its 

website. All of them are discussed as the following bellow. 

A. Findings 

During doing this research, the writer found 8.950 posts which were 

posted in Troll Football website (trollfootball.me) posted on August 2015 to 

June 2016. The writer found that the content those post consist of: (a) 

signifier and signified, (b) denotative and connotative meaning 

DATUM 1 

Taken from: trollfootbal.me 
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 Signifier and Signified 

Signifier Signified 

PREMIER LEAGUE 
A name of football league in 

England 

PREMIER LEAGUE STARTING 

XI OVER VALUES: WINNER 

SINCE 2010/11 

The eleven men champion of each 

clubs since 2010/11 

2010/11 

2011/12 

2012/13 

2013/14 

2014/15 

2015/16 

The list of the season competition 

years 

MANCHESTER UTD 

MANCHESTER CITY 

CHELSEA 

LEICESTER 

Some England clubs which become 

the champion of the Premier 

League competition 

[£141M] 

[£144M] 

[£167M] 

[£190M] 

[£175M] 

[£24M] 

The price of the clubs spent in a 

season competition to be the 

champion 

Some people who wear the 

combination blue and white cloth 

and there is a logo on the picture 

They are the Leicester fans 

 

 Through the help of signifier and signified theory from Ferdinand de 

Saussure, the writer could conclude that the meaning of verbal and non verbal 

sign in meme Troll Football above was given with text which was consist of 

signifier and signified until eventually form a meaning to be shared to other 

people about the cost that spent by the winner of Premier League in the last 

six seasons, started from the winner in 2010/2011 to 2015/2016. 

 Denotation and Connotation 
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 Denotation 

 This picture gave explanation about the winner clubs in Premier 

League spent their money. It started from season 2010-2016. The 2010/11 

season which was won by MANCHESTER UTD. Manchester United 

spent £141M in a season for eleven men which play in the Premier League 

competition. The following season was followed by MANCHESTER 

CITY [£144M] in season 2011/12, MANCHESTER UTD [£167M] in 

season 2012/13, MANCHESTER CITY [£190M] in season 2013/14, 

CHELSEA [£175M] in season 2014/15, and LEICESTER [£24M] in 

season 2015/16. 

 Connotation 

 Other explanation in this picture was about critizing some winner 

clubs. In this picture, the domminant clubs which became the winner in 

every seasons were the clubs which were spending money over £100M, 

except Liecester. It showed that trophy could not be bought by much 

money, because Leicester could be the winner of the season in Premier 

League only spent £24M or 87% cheaper than Manchaster City cost in 

season 2013/14. 

DATUM 2 
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Taken from: trollfootball.com 

 

Signifier and Signified 

Signifier Signified 

PSG 

CHELSEA 
Football club names 

Batman and Robin on the picture 
Two of the greatest super heros in 

the movie 

Logo on their costumes 
Chelsea and Paris-Saint-Germain 

logo 

Some things which have green and 

yellow colored on the picture 
Those are paper and coin money 

 

 Meme above looked like two super heroes character with a logo on the 

costume of each super heroes. They were throwing the paper and coin money 

everywhere. This picture showed as the focus of interest. Through the help of 

signifier and signified theory from Ferdinand de Saussure, the writer could 

conclude that the meaning of verbal and non verbal sign in meme Troll 

Football above was given with text which was consist of signifier and 

signified until eventually form a external reality. This meme could be 

concluded what the purpose of this meme talking about. This meme wanted to 
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show what other people watched and felt when the football match between 

PSG Vs Chelsea taking. 

Denotation and Connotation 

 Denotation 

 This data was the combination of the cartoon figure and the written 

text. This picture showed here were two super heroes cartoon throwing the 

paper and coin money. Both characters were Batman and Robin that had 

logo in their super hero costume. 

 Connotation 

 This meme had connotative meaning. This meme created after 

UEFA Champions League game PSG versus Chelsea. Both clubs were the 

clubs which had advantage in financial sector. All players of both clubs 

had expensive salary. But the result of that match was not as expected as 

the football fans want. The result of that game was draw. It looked like 

both clubs wasting their own money in that football match. 

DATUM 3 

 
Taken from: trollfootball.me 
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Signifier and Signified 

Signifier Signified 

SIMEONE 

MOURINHO 
The two great football coach names 

DEFENSIVE AND VIOLENT Strategy in football game 

A GENIUS 

A CUNT 
The appellation of the coach 

 

 Meme in datum 3 had a focus of interest, it was a man who dressed 

like a cowln with a scary face. This man was Joker. He was one of the 

characters in Batman movie. He described as the bad character. Through the 

help of signifier and signified theory from Ferdinand de Saussure, the writer 

could conclude that the meaning of verbal and non verbal sign in meme Troll 

Football above was given with text which was consist of signifier and 

signified until eventually form a meaning. This meme was talking about the 

bad character ascribed to someone. 

Denotation and Connotation 

 Denotation 

  A picture which had Joker image as the background and had some 

sentences on the top and bottom of the picture. The texts were SIMEONE 

PLAYS DEFENSIVE AND VIOLENT FOOTBALL AND EVERYONE 

CALLS HIM A GENIUS and MOURINHO USED TO DO THE SAME 

AND EVERYONE CALLED HIM A CUNT. Jose Mourinho and Diego 

Simeone were two best football coaches in the world. They had similar 
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philosophy in giving strategy for their club, defensive strategy, but 

Mourinho got the unpleasant acceptance for the other fans. 

 Connotation 

 This meme told the comparation of two football coaches, Jose 

Mourinho and Diego Simeone, which had the same strategy in coaching 

their each clubs but most people dislike about Mourinho’s strategy. It was 

imaged as Joker on the picture. Joker was an antagonist character in the 

Batman movie and he was being hated by everyone.  Same as Jose 

Mourinho, he was hated by everyone because his defensive strategy which 

was applied in his team and everyone mocked him as a cunt. 

DATUM 4 

 

Taken from: trollfootball.me 
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Signifier and Signified 

Signifier Signified 

SCORES Putting the ball into the goal net 

THE EURO 

A football tournament which is 

held in Europe followed by some 

Europe countries as the participant 

EUROPE One of the continents in the world 

DIES Someone who is no longer alive 

Someone who wears red shirt with 

number 10 on it 

He is Aaron Ramsey, a football 

player 

 

 This meme had focus of interest on someone who appeared on the 

picture. It was a man who whore a red football shirt with number 10 on 

written on the shirt. He was Aaron Ramsey playing football for his Welsh 

national team in Euro 2016. Through the help of signifier and signified theory 

from Ferdinand de Saussure, the writer could conclude that the meaning of 

verbal and non verbal sign in meme Troll Football above was given with text 

which was consist of signifier and signified until eventually form a meaning. 

This meme focused on Aaron Ramsey’s playing during Euro cup. 

Denotation and Connotation 

 Denotation 

This meme consists of visual image and written text. The visual 

image is Aaron Ramsey doing a celebration as the background and the 

written text is SCORES AT THE EURO, EUROPE DIES. 

 Connotation 
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  This meme posted on June 25
th

 2016 or some days after the Brexit 

referendum declared by the British. Brexit stand for British exit which was 

talked about British leaving as the European Union. 

 This meme had content of Aaron Ramsey as the background which 

was supported by some texts on the top and bottom of the picture. The 

written text was SCORES AT THE EURO, EURO PE DIES. It had the 

hidden contained meaning which had correlation between Euro cup and 

Brexit referendum. 

 In the picture, Aaron Ramsey looked like doing a goal celebration 

for the Welsh national team at te Euro cup. Most people believed that after 

Aaron Ramsey scored a goal during the match, there would be someone 

passed away. It was happened at the Euro cup after he scored a goal, 

although it was not about human. No longer after creating goal, on June 

21
st
 2016, the Brexit referendum declared. The European Union worried it 

influenced on destabilize economy in Europe. 

DATUM 5 

 
Taken from: trollfootball.me 
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Signifier and Signified 

Signifier Signified 

EUROPE One of the continents in the world 

JANUARY One of twelve months in a year 

VOTING Decision-making by majority vote 

A smiling old man having style like a 

boss 
Arsene Wenger, the Arsenal coach 

 

 This meme had two focus of interest. The first focus of interest was 

about Arsene Wenger. He was Arsenal’s coach and he was one of the longest 

coach coaching a club in Premier League. The second focus of interest was 

about the written text. It was talking about voting in Eorope. Through the help 

of signifier and signified theory from Ferdinand de Saussure, the writer could 

conclude that the meaning of verbal and non verbal sign in meme Troll 

Football above was given with text which was consist of signifier and 

signified until eventually form a meaning. This meme was talking about 

Arsene Wenger and voting in Europe. 

Denotation and Connotation 

 Denotation 

 The smiling old man wore a complete formal clotes with the suit 

and tie. A smiling old man in the picture was Arsene Wenger. He was and 

is still becoming the Arsenal coach. This meme had written text I leave 

Europe every January without voting. 
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 Connotation 

 This meme had similar case with analyzing DATA 4. It was still 

about Brexit referendum. This meme posted in trollfootball.me on June 

26
th

 2016 after Brexit referendum declared. 

 This meme told to every one that Arsene Wenger was leaving 

Europe every January as the written text described. This meme had the 

implicit meaning based on the written text. In football rule, January was 

one of the months that the coach could get the player in a transfer process, 

it was called transfer window. Transfer window usually opened on January 

and closed on February. A coach usually could get the players that he 

wanted by offering a contract. 

 In this case, Arsene Wenger did not do transfer on January. It was a 

different decision with other coaches that got many players in Europe play 

in the club. Arsene Wenger just optimalized the squad which was available 

before the January transfer windo open. He usually utilized the young 

squad to be promoted in senior squad. 
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DATUM 6 

 

Taken from: trollfootball.me 

 

Signifier and Signified 

Signifier Signified 

A BEAUTIFUL GIRL An attractive girl 

RAMADAN 

One of twelve islamic months in a 

year which the moslem must do a 

fasting 

Two people wear white and blue 

navy shirt 

Diego Godin and Lionel Messi, two 

football players playing for their 

own country 

 

 Through the help of signifier and signified theory from Ferdinand de 
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Saussure, the writer could conclude that the meaning of verbal and non verbal 

sign in meme Troll Football above was given with text which was consist of 

signifier and signified until eventually form a meaning. The focus of interest 

in this meme was on the picture. There were two men on the picture. They did 

the same gestures at the same time. 

Denotation and Connotation 

 Denotation 

 There were bowing two men. They were Lionel Messi and Diego 

Godin played for their own country, Argentina and Uruguay. Both players 

did a similar gesture in the same time on the football field during the 

football match. This meme had the written text WHEN THE BEAUTIFUL 

GIRL PASSES BY, BUT THEN YOU REMEMBER IT’S RAMADAN. 

 Connotation 

 In the electronic media, this picture talked about the similar gesture 

which was done by Lionel Messi and Diego Godin  during the match. But 

in meme Troll Football, it was changed after being added by the text. The 

text was WHEN THE BEAUTIFUL GIRL PASSES BY, BUT THEN YOU 

REMEMBER IT’S RAMADAN. 

 As we knew, Ramadan was the month which the Moslems must do 

the fasting. Fasting meant, the Moslem  ought not to eat, drink, and 
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consume anything from rising the dawn to downing the sun. The Moslems 

also should keep their desire during doing the fasting. 

 As this meme told, during the Ramadan month, the Moslems 

should keep their eyes. Seeing the beautiful girl with the desire during 

Ramadan month could alleviate our reward. 

DATUM 7 

 

Taken from: trollfootball.me 

 

Signifier and Signified 

Signifier Signified 

JINGLE BELLS One of Christians songs 

UNITED 

CHELSEA 

CITY 

LIVERPOOL 

LEICESTER 

The Premiere League clubs 

UNITED FAILS 

CHELSEA RUNS AWA 

CITY LOSE 

LIVERPOOL ARE SH*T 

LEICESTER ALL THE WAY! 

The mocking lyrics to critisize 

some club 

Bells which have some red and green A Christmas-theme image 
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things around it 

 

 This meme had six pictures which were marged into a picture. Every 

pictures was restricted by a column and it had a logo in every column. 

Through the help of signifier and signified theory from Ferdinand de 

Saussure, the writer could conclude that the meaning of verbal and non verbal 

sign in meme Troll Football above was given with text which was consist of 

signifier and signified until eventually form a meaning. This meme focused 

on the clubs logos which were added by a written text in the botom of the 

logo. 

Denotation and Connotation 

 Denotation 

  A picture which had six tables, each table consist of different 

picture on it. The first table, on the top-left corner,  was a picture having 

Christmas-theme and having the written text JINGLE BELLS, UNITE 

FAILS, CHELSEA RUNS AWAY, CITY LOSE, LIVERPOOL ARE SH*T, 

and LEICESTER ALL THE WAY! The last five phrases was put under 

every clubs logo. 

 Connotation 

 This meme was posting to celebrate Christmas on December 2015. 

At this moment, some big clubs in Premier League got bad result, but the 

club which was on the top table got the positive result. The big club such 
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as Manchester United, Manchester city, Chelsea, and Liverpool could not 

get maximum poin in a game in the same periode. 

 This meme had purpose to satirize some big clubs that could not 

cut Leicester poin on the top of table. The written text on the picture could 

be sang by using Jingle Bells’ tone. 

DATUM 8 

 

Taken from: trollfootball.me 

 

 Focus of interest of this meme was the signifier of a man which 

brought a shirt which had a text APOYO. This man was Luis Suarez, a 

football player played for FC Barcelona in Spain. Through the help of 

signifier and signified theory from Ferdinand de Saussure, the writer could 

conclude that the meaning of verbal and non verbal sign in meme Troll 



 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

45 
 

Football above was given with text which was consist of signifier and 

signified until eventually form a meaning. This meme talked about Luis 

Suarez dedicated his goal to someone. 

Signifier and Signified 

Signifier Signified 

Luis Suarez It was name of footballer 

Rare disease Fewer number of disease sufferers 

Dedicate Giving special gift to someone 

 

Denotation and Connotation 

 Denotation 

 This meme had two pictures. The upper picture was a man who 

brought a white T-shirt which had text YO APOYO LA PKU. The upper 

picture had sentence LUIS SUAREZ PROMISED A YOUNG KID WITH 

RARE DISEASE THAT HE WILL SCORE GOAL IN NEXT GAME AND 

WILL DEDICATE TO HER. 

 The lower picture was a same man but different place and dress 

code brought yellow T-shirt. On the yellow T-shirt appeared the world 

APOYO and the lower picture had sentence SCORED 4 GOALS AND 

DEDIACTED A GOAL TO HER. 

 Connotation 
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 It was Luis Suarez meeting with someone who diagnosed getting 

rare disease. The meeting had dealt that Luis Suarez promised if he scored 

a goal, it would be dedicated to her. It meant that football player also cared 

to someone who got disaster. In the second picture or lower picture, it 

showed Luis Suarez celebration after scoring goals and he dedicated to 

someone who diagnosed getting raree disease. Only showing some words 

it could mean a lot. 

DATUM 9 

 

Taken from: trollfootball.me 

 

 The center of attention of this meme were on two people, a man and a 

woman, on the picture. Those two people were the well-known singer sang in 

World Cup 2010 in South Africa. Through the help of signifier and signified 
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theory from Ferdinand de Saussure, the writer could conclude that the 

meaning of verbal and non verbal sign in meme Troll Football above was 

given with text which was consist of signifier and signified until eventually 

form a meaning. Tthis meme lalked about the two best songs ever created as 

the official World Cup anthem. 

Signifier and Signified 

Signifier Signified 

Songs Variety of sound rhythmic 

World Cup 
Football championship among 

countries around the world 

There were two wordsmon the wall 

WAVIN’ FLAG 

It was one of the official anthems in 

World Cup 2010 South Africa 

which was sponsored by one of the 

big soft drink factory, Coca-Cola 

There was a beautiful woman which 

had blond hair 

It was the video clip of World Cup 

2010 South Africa under the title 

Waka-waka by Shakira 

MANY SONGS MAY COME AND 

GO, BUT NOTHING CAN BEAT 

THESE 2 WORLD CUP SONGS 

This sentence explained that these 

two songs had special memory for 

the music lovers 

 

Denotation and Connotation 

 Denotation 

 There were two pictures combining into a picture. In the top 

picture, there was a man playing guitar in front of the wall, which the wall 

had the text WAVIN’ FLAG and a beautiful woman in the second picture. 

The whole picture had text MANY SONGS MAY COME AND GO, BUT 

NOTHING CAN BEAT THESE 2 WORLD CUP SONGS. 
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 Connotation 

 This meme was talkng about the official theme song of World Cup 

2010 in Africa. These official theme songs were very booming. The upper 

picture was showing Wavin’ Flag song which was sponsored by one of the 

big softdrink factory, Coca-cola, and the lower picture was Waka-waka 

song which was sung by Shakira. This happening only happaned in World 

Cup 2010 which had created the two official songs to be known by most 

people. 

DATUM 10 

 

Taken from:trollfootball.me 

 

Signifier and Signified 

Signifier Signified 

WORLD Earth and everything contained on it 

90 
Set of two numbers which explained 

about time 
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MINUTES Measurement unit of time 

EL CLASICO 
A football match calling between Real 

Madrid and Barcelona 

There were two logos on the 

screen 

Those were Real Madrid and 

Barcelona logos 

Some people who wore different 

cloth watching on screen 

All society in the world watched El 

Clasico, Real Madrid versus Barcelona 

 

 The focus of interest on this meme was about some people watched on 

the big screen. Through the help of signifier and signified theory from 

Ferdinand de Saussure, the writer could conclude that the meaning of verbal 

and non verbal sign in meme Troll Football above was given with text which 

was consist of signifier and signified until eventually form a meaning. This 

meme was talking about what happened when El Clasico held. 

Denotation and Connotation 

 Denotation 

 This mame showed there were some people who watched on a 

screen. They wore difference clothes, and had some words on the top and 

bottom of the picture. Those words were today the world stops for 90 

minutes.. it’s el clasico!!! 

 Connotation 

 This meme talked about El Clasico duel . El Clasico meant a 

football match  brought into action between Real Madrid and Barcelona. 

Real Madrid and Barcelona were the Spainish clubs, but the El Clasico 
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match was one of the most interesting football match to be watched in the 

world. All over the world surely watched this game without any exception. 

 This meme described that all people who had different profesion 

watched this match, started from a kid, old man, chef, police, post office, 

bum, bride, even a thief. They watched the game and left their duty when 

the game was started. 

DATUM 11 

 

Taken from: trollfootball.me 

 

Signifier and Signified 

Signifier Signified 

NO GOAL The ball does not pass the goal line  

WAT 1 – 2 TOT 

WAT stands for Watford and TOT 

stands for Totenham. The number 1 

– 2 means the score in a game 

EXTRA TIME Additional time in a football match 

 

 This meme had focus of interest on the ball which was passed the 

white line on a football field. Through the help of signifier and signified 
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theory from Ferdinand de Saussure, the writer could conclude that the 

meaning of verbal and non verbal sign in meme Troll Football above was 

given with text which was consist of signifier and signified until eventually 

form a meaning. This meme was talking about goal line technology in 

football match. 

Denotation and Connotation 

 Denotation 

 This meme consist of the visual and verbal text. The visual was 

the ball and white line. This picture was the visualisation from television 

when the football match started. This meme described the goal-line 

technology. It was the technology whcich could help the referee to make 

decision it was goal or not. 

 Connotation 

 This meme did not have the connotative meaning, because the 

content of this meme was about sharing the goal line technology. 

DATUM 12 

 
Taken from: 

trollfootball.me 
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Signifier and Signified 

Signifier Signified 

ABERDEEN A football club name in Netherland 

NORMAN GOLDIE One of Aberdeen supporters’ name 

HOME GAME 
A game which was held in the home 

ground 

SANDALS 
A couple of footwear made of 

rubber 

TRIBUTE Giving respect for someone 

SEAT A chair to be sat on it 

 

  The photo shooting angle of this meme was a normal angle or eye 

level which was taken in front of the object. The object were an old mand and 

a chair. Through the help of signifier and signified theory from Ferdinand de 

Saussure, the writer could conclude that the meaning of verbal and non verbal 

sign in meme Troll Football above was given with text which was consist of 

signifier and signified until eventually form a meaning. This meme was 

talking about a football supporter who passed away. 

Denotation and Connotation 

 Denotation 

 This meme had two pictures. The upper picture was an old man 

wearing football supporter accessories which were dominated by red 

colour and the lower picture was a chair which colored into a half red and 

other half white. This meme had some texts, like ABREDEEN 

SUPPORTER NORMAN GOLDIE WALKED MILES TO EVERY HOME 

GAME WEARING SANDALS WITH ONE RED AND ONE WHITE 
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SHOCK. HE PASSED AWAY LAST WEEK AT THE AGE OF 87. 

ABREDEEN PAID TRIBUTE TO HIM BY REPLACING HIS SEAT WITH 

ONE WHICH IS ONE HALF RED AND ONE HALF WHITE. 

 Connotation 

 This meme gave the salutation to the Aberdeen supporter. It was 

kind of respect given by th club. Aberdeen was the club in Netherland. It 

had a fantastic supporter. His name is Norman Goldie. He was not only 

fantastic supporter, but also fanatic supporter. It seemed when he 

supported Aberdeen, he wore sandals which the half is red and other is 

white. It was the aberdeen greatness colour. When he passed away, the 

club gave special seat for him. 

DATUM 13 

 

Taken from: trollfootball.me 
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Signifier and Signified  

Signifier Signified 

INDIA A country name 

75 MILLION 

300+ MILLION 

The amount of money in the 

nominal 

MARS 
One of planets in the Milky Way 

galaxy 

TOP OF THE TABLE Top of standing 

An long which can pull out the fire 

on the low part of it 
A spacecraft  

Eleven men who wear football 

costume having logo on the left part 

of the chest 

Real Madrid squat 

 

 This meme had focus of interest on eleven men on the picture and the 

rocket. The eleven men were the football player. Through the help of signifier 

and signified theory from Ferdinand de Saussure, the writer could conclude 

that the meaning of verbal and non verbal sign in meme Troll Football above 

was given with text which was consist of signifier and signified until 

eventually form a meaning. This meme was talking about the financial 

comparation between India and Real Madrid. 

Denotation and Connotation 

 Denotation 

 This meme had two pictures totally different from one another. 

The upper picture was a rocked and the lower picture was the eleven men 

took a picture tigether. This meme had written text INDIA SPEND 75 
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MILLION AND REACHED MARS on the upper picture and SPEND 300+ 

MILLION AND CANT REACH TOP OF TABLE on the lower picture. 

 Connotation 

 This meme actually critized Real Madrid. Real Madrid spent 

more than 300 million but they could not reached on the top of standing 

table. it was different wit India. India could go to Mars only 75 million or 

India could reach Mars four times using Real Madrid money. 

DATUM 14 

 

Taken from: trollfootball.me 

 

Signifier and Signified 

Signifier Signified 

5 

7 

5 

9 

Game statistic in number 
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Goals 
Getting the ball through the goal 

line on the football field 

Games Football matches 

Minutes The unit of measurement of time 

A logo on the picture It is Liverpool FC logo 

Someone who wears red shirt 

He is Robert Lewandowski. A 

Bayern Munchen and Poland 

national player 

 

 This meme had focus of interest on the Liverpool logo and a man who 

wore red shirt. The man was Robert Lewandowski. Through the help of 

signifier and signified theory from Ferdinand de Saussure, the writer could 

conclude that the meaning of verbal and non verbal sign in meme Troll 

Football above was given with text which was consist of signifier and 

signified until eventually form a meaning. This meme had compared between 

Liverpool and Robert Lewandowski goals. 

Denotation and Connotation 

 Denotation 

 This meme was a bombination between two pictures. The upper 

picture was a red background with a logo on it, and the lower picture was a 

man wearing red T-shirt. The upper picture consist of text 5 goals in 7 

games and the lower picture 5 goals in 9 minutes. 

 Connotation 

 This meme was criticizing a club, namely Liverpool. Liverpool 

was a club which is consist of eleven players when they played a football 
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match.  In seven matches or games, Liverpool scored five goals. But 

Robert Lewandowski could score five goals in just nine minutes. Here the 

critic that eleven Liverpool players beaten by a Robert Lewandowski. 

DATUM 15 

 

Taken from: trollfootball.me 

 

Signifier and Signified 

Signifier Signified 

Sweden 

Denmark 

Tnzania 

Rusia 

Andorra 

Name of countries 

BHU – THAN 

CYP – RUS 

POL – AND 

Abbreviation of some countries 

 

 This meme had focus of interest on the kinds of nation flags and 

nation names. Through the help of signifier and signified theory from 
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Ferdinand de Saussure, the writer could conclude that the meaning of verbal 

and non verbal sign in meme Troll Football above was given with text which 

was consist of signifier and signified until eventually form a meaning. This 

meme focused on decoding words in Linguistics. 

Denotation and Connotation 

 Denotation 

 This meme has two flags. They were looking like similar flag but 

different colour. 

 Connotation 

 This meme talked about decoding of words. two names of country 

to be decoded into a name of country. 

B. Discussion 

 In this study, the writer examines that among 8.950 posts in meme 

Troll Football website, analyzed only 15 posts. The writer categorizes meme 

Troll Football post into six kinds based on its theme; those are social, 

religion, technology, entertainment, politic, and economy. Those categories 

base on the reality in football which is not only just talking about sport. 

  In this point, the writer provides two sub categories of the discussion 

based on the findings. This study was analyzed by using Semiotics theory, 
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Ferdinand de Saussure theory as the grand theory and Roland Barthes theory 

as the supporting theory. 

 This study had similarities and differences with Indriani Triandjojo’s 

study in 2008. The similarities was the theory, that was applied, was same, 

Semiotics. But in this study, the writer just focused on Semiotics of 

Signification which was brought by Ferdinand de Saussure. 

 Indriani Triandjojo’s study used the Semiotics of Signification and 

Semiotics of Communication. Semiotics of Communication was brought by 

Charels Sanders Peirce. Besides using Semiotics of Communication theory, 

Indriani also applied other Communication Sciences theory. 

 This study was analyzing meme Troll Football.  The word troll had 

close meaning with criticize. Most of Troll Football posts are about criticizes 

someone who had basically in football, but not all post is about criticized. In 

Troll Football also posted something which had positive activity , such as 

donate some of the wealth to the needy. 

  In the Islamic teachings, Moslem had way to criticize someone. For 

example, the writer took QS. Thaha 44: 

 

Meaning: And speak to him with gentle speech that perhaps he may be 

  reminded or fear [Allah] 
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 (And speak to the two of you with the gentle words) to resuscitate him 

in order not claim to be god (hopefully he remembers) i.e. conscious and 

willing to accept it (or afraid of) Allah, then he would be aware. Expression 

‘hopefully’ had relation with Musa and Harun. Meanwhile according to the 

knowledge of Allah, so He had knew that Pharaoh would never realize about 

his deeds. 




