CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the general issues related to the present study. These
include the background of the study, research question, purposes of the study,
significance of the study, scope and limitation of the study and definition of the key

terms.

A. Background of Study
In the attempt to learn English, students often find problems dealing with
language skills and language components, such as the difficulty in speaking what in
their mind and writing their ideas in English. Many of them failed to graduate
because of their low English score in National examination in other words cannot
achieve the passing grade score. Thus, Indonesian government strives to find the
solution of those problems. One of the solutions is changing the curriculum and
introducing new approaches of teaching to English teacher. They also have to
consider the quality improvement of teacher, students’ interest, motivation, and
teaching techniques that play important roles to achieve the standard competition in
language learning.
Writing is one of the four language skills: reading, writing, listening and

speaking. Writing and speaking are productive skills, which mean they involve in



producing language rather than receiving it.! For Indonesian students, they have
difficulties in expressing productive skill. It is based on the preliminary research; it
revealed that most of students are afraid of expressing the idea using English. When
teacher gives task for students to write, they get difficulties to write their ideas and
start it.

However, in the teaching learning process shows that writing is less developed
by students. Based on the researcher’s experience during the Service Teaching
Program (PPL 2) in SMA Al- Islam, the researcher found that many students were
not able to write a good English text. They encountered difficulties in organizing and
developing ideas, punctuation, and lack of vocabulary. They got stuck in expressing
ideas and put them into right words, phrases and sentence in the target language. It is
due to the lack of their knowledge about genres or types of text. The researcher also
found that students’ achievement in writing is low especially in recount text.

According to Hamps-L and Heasley, when we learn a second language, we
learn to communicate with other people, with their language. To understand their
language, we talk with them, read what they write in their language.? The fact that
people frequently have to communicate with each other in writing is one of the
reasons to master English.

Unfortunately many students are not interested in writing based on their answer

after interviewing them, they stated that writing is difficult It is same as the theory
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from Bell and Burnaby’s statement in Nunan that writing is complex process that
requires the writer to demonstrate the control of several variables, including the
control of format, sentence structure, vocabulary, pronunciation, spelling and letter
formation at once.® No wonder writing is the most difficult of all skills to master, not
only for foreign language learners, but also for native speakers. Moreover Elbow and
Bellan states that writing is hard because it requires two mental abilities that are
different and usually causing conflict with each other, the ability to criticize and
discard them.*

The difficulties faced by some students in writing recount text are; they find it
difficult to put the exact events and use the right tenses, they put their ideas randomly
without arranging the events based on the time happen and the students find it
difficult to retell the story based on the chronological order. Because the problems
above mentioned that are faced by student mentioned above the researcher would like
to give treatment for them to make timeline when they will write a recount text.

The researcher chooses timeline because it is believed that it seems as an easy
media of visual aids in which is use of it often being neglected by English teachers in
English learning process. It is supported by Gange who states that visual instructional
media is one way to help teaching learning process and will not give other problems.

It means that visual aids including timeline not only can help students to improve
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their understanding in recount text, but also avoid the problems in teaching learning
process. According to Gerlach and Elly, to select an appropriate media, the teacher
must consider the characteristic of the students, which directly related to the learning
process such as verbal abilities, visual and audio perception skills.® From this
statement, it can be concluded that teachers are not allowed to choose inappropriate
media to teach their students, because of the use of inappropriate media in teaching

will lead them to the teachers’ faults.

This research focuses on writing recount text because after interview some of
students SMA Hidayatul Ummah, they get difficulties in writing recount text and
placing the appropriate tenses for their text. Timeline strategy is the one way to
improve the students writing ability in recount text. The strategy of timelines can be
used with students in Grades K through 8. Research shows that even young children
have an understanding of temporal order of events in history and have the ability to
think and try to explain continuity and change over time.” For example, see the
explanation of world history that Elizabeth dictated to her kindergarten teacher
around thanksgiving when the class was learning about the pilgrims. She was
clearly thinking about where the pilgrims fit in the sequence of world history. Most
upper elementary and middle school students can identify historical developments,

especially related to national history, even though they may lack a detailed
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understanding of this development.?

It is advisable to use timeline as strategy to gain students idea in one line and
use it fairly simple, co-create them with students, and consider alternative
chronological representations given the content taught, such as vertical or
horizontal timelines, timeline at an angle, timeline that replicate a path taken by
people or travelers, or circle.® Timeline as teaching strategy can help students
construct an understanding of historical events over time, even the youngest
students. Literature can be used to show, model and help students develop concepts
about time, continuity, and change in social studies as a basic for creating

timeline.

Birkerts and Stoll** note that the digital environment tends to encourage
people to explore many topics extensively, but at a more superficial level. In this
case, students who are brought to learning which is facilitated by digital media will
be more interested in and enjoy in receiving the material. Through digital
technologies, young people get more new information from the technology they use

outside of school than they do from their teacher in the classroom®.
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The study is aimed to improve the writing ability of the first year students of
SMA Hidayatul Ummah Surabaya by using timeline strategy, especially in writing
recount text. The strategy is selected since it can guide the students to generate idea
into a meaningful composition. Timeline can draw past events and surely help
students remember details about people, places and events. In short, they can be
powerful sources of text. Besides, a timeline is worth a thousand words because one
line can tell the students something even has sequences to study behind it. Based on
that reason, the researcher wants to take timeline strategy to improve student ability

in writing recount text.

In this study, researcher wants to know the difference of writing ability in
recount text for the students who are treated by timeline strategy and those who are
not treated by timeline strategy and then researcher wants to know the effect of

timeline strategy if it used as method of teaching and learning in recount text.

Based on the descriptive above, if teacher wants to improve teachers’ skill use
new media the teachers have to arrange strategies effectively to support English
teaching and learning process on classroom to motivate students in learn English
language. With giving appropriate strategies the teacher clan plan innovative
lessons and creative thinking. Base on those reasons, the researcher interested to
research about “ The Effect of Using Timeline Strategy to Improve Students’
Writing Ability in Recount Text at the First Year Students in Hidayatul Ummah

Senior High School ”



B. Research Question
Based on background of study above, this study will try to find out the
answers of the following questions:
e |s there effect of using timeline strategy to improve Students’ writing
ability in recount text at the first year students in Hidayatul mmah
Senior High School?
C. Purposes Of The Study
According the statement of the problem, the purpose of this research is:
e To know the effect of timeline strategy strategy to Improve Students’
writing ability in recount text at the first year students in Senior High

School.

D. Research Hypothesis

Ary defines hypothesis as tool that is used in the research process, no ends of
research.*®It means that hypothesis just a tool to predict the result of the research. In
this research the hypothesis is to know the effect as research not correlation on
variables based on research question.**

Here, the hypothesis: Timeline strategy can improve students’ writing ability in
recount text. There is significant difference between students who are taught using

timeline strategy and students are use conventional strategy in recount text. Timeline
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strategy likely improves students’ on writing recount text. The hypothesis used in this
study is two side hypotheses.
The formula of hypothesis is as follows:
1. NULL hypothesis (Ho)
There is no significant improvement in achievement between students
who are taught by using timeline strategy than who are not taught by

using timeline strategy.

2. Alternative Hypothesis (H1)
There is significant improvement in achievement between students who
are taught by using timeline strategy than who are not taught by using
timeline strategy.
Explanation:
Ho will be accepted if t-value < t-table

H1 will accepted if t-value > t-table

E.  Significance of Study
The researcher hopes that the result of this study will be beneficial for:
1. For Teacher
This can motivate the teacher to use timeline method, particularly when they
are teaching recount text, and thus to make various technique in teaching. It

also helps English teachers plan and conduct a better learning and interesting



process in teaching learning process. So, hopefully the teachers are able to
improve student ability in writing recount text use timeline strategy.

2. For Students
This can encourage students to improve their ability, especially in writing
skills. It also can inspire students to use timeline strategy in writing especially
recount text.

3. For researcher
The result of the study is used to answer the available questions in this final
project based on data gotten along the research.

4. For other researcher
The result of the study is hoped to enrich knowledge about learning recount
text and the result of this study will be guidance for the next researchers to

enhance theory about learning recount text using timeline strategy.

F.  Scope and Limitation
This research is focusing on the effect of timeline strategy in writing recount
text of the first year students of SMA Hidayatul Ummah. In this research, the
researcher takes second year students as respondents of the research. The

students will get lesson about the use of timeline strategy in recount text.
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G. Definition of Key terms

The researcher writes down the definition of key terms to support the readers to

understand this study and in order to have same interpretation.

1. The Effect : effect refers to the intervention’s ability to do more good tham
harm for the target population in real world setting™. In this research, the
effect was indicated by improvement of writing ability that measured by
comparing the mean score of both posttest groups.

2. Timeline strategy : A graphical representation of a period of time, on which
important events are marked. ® Timelines are often used in education to
help students and researchers with understanding the order or chronology
of historical events and trends for a subject. When showing time on a
specific scale on an axis, a timeline can be used to visualize time lapses
between events, durations (such as a lifetimes or wars), and the
simultaneity or overlap of spans and events.’

3. Recount Text : the purpose in to reconstruct past experienced by retelling

events and incidents of the order in which they have occurred.
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