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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

4.1 FINDINGS 

In this chapter, the researcher presents two points.  The first point of this 

chapter is data findings and the second point is discussions. Furthermore, this 

chapter provides more detail reflection on the findings and displays all the result 

of data analysis. Therefore, the research questions are answered within this 

chapter. 

4.1.1 The Findings on Kinds and the contexts of language functions that used 

by Donald J. Trump in writing tweets in his twitter 

In this point, the researcher presents the findings from the data. Furthermore, 

the researcher provides the analysis of language function found in Donald J. 

Trump’s Tweet. The writer found six emotive functions, five conative functions, 

twenty three referential functions, one phatic function, no poetic functions and 

one metalinguistic function. 
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65%

4%

Language Functions Used by Donald J. 
Trump

Emotive Functions Conative Functions

Referential Functions Phatic and Metalinguistics Function
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To be more specific, each of language function found in Donald J. Trump’s 

twitter tweet is elaborated in the following sub headings. 

4.1.1.1 Language Function as Emotive or Expressive Function and the 

Meaning behind Language Function 

Emotive function is related to addresser. Language is used by the addresser to 

her or his feelings. It focused on the addresser, aims a direct expression of the 

speaker’s attitude toward what he or she is speaking about. It tends to produce an 

impression of a certain emotion whether feigned or true (Jakobson, 1960:354). It 

is best exemplified by interjections, such as: 

Datum (1)  

Table 4.1 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 5 October 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump feel to be thankful 

Message Thanks Bill for telling the truth 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Bill Clinton 

 

 “Bill Clinton is right: Obamacare is ‘crazy’, doesn’t work and ‘doesn’t make 

sense’. Thanks Bill for telling the truth.” 

From the tweet above, Donald J. Trump feels grateful because Bill Clinton 

tells him the truth about Obamacare.  Bill Clinton said that Obamacare is ‘crazy’, 

doesn’t work and ‘doesn’t make sense’.  As all people know, Barrrack Obama is the 

supporter of Hillary Clinton and from the same party, Democratic Party.  
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So, after he knows that Bill Clinton said Obamacare is ‘crazy’, doesn’t work and 

‘doesn’t make sense’, Donald J. Trump writes the tweet to express the emotion of 

happiness by using word “thanks”. 

Datum (2) 

Table 4.2 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 30 September 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump Campaign 

Message Thank you Novi, Michigan! 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Novi and Michigan 

 

Thank you Novi, Michigan! Get out and VOTE #TrumpPence16 on 11/8. 

Together, WE WILL MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN. 

In the tweet above, the writer also analyzed that “Thank you Novi, 

Michigan!” is included as emotive function. It could be known because Donald J. 

Trump expresses by saying “Thank you” after finishing his campaign in 

Michigan.  

Based on the context, Donald J. Trump said “thank you Novi, Michigan” to 

express the amazing Novi and Michigan. He feels satisfied with his campaign 

because many amazing people support him to be president of United Stated of 

America. Trough the tweets, Donald J. Trump exspresses his emotion of 

heppiness to all people in Michigan and Novi. 
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Datum (3) 

Table 4.3 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 30 September 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump Campaign 

Message Amazing 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“Amazing rally in Florida – this is MOVEMENT! 

Join us today at DonaldJTrump.com” 

According to the tweet above, the writer described that Donald J. Trump was 

in Florida to deliver his speech in his campaign. In his campaign in Florida, he 

looked at many people came to meet him. So, by writing the tweet, he wants to 

express his emotion of happiness. 

 By using the word “Amazing” Donald J. Trump shows that he feels amazed 

when he knows many of people come to Florida to meet and listen what he say in 

his campaign. 

Datum (4) 

Table 4.4 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 14 September 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump poll 

Message Thank you! 

Contact Written 
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Code English 

Addressee Everyone in Nevada 

 

“Great poll out of Nevada- Thank you! see you 

soon. #MAGA #America First 

DonaldJTrump.com” 

As an analysis before, “thank you” is included emotive function. The 

meaning of behind words “thank you” is Donald J. Trump feels to be thankful 

after knowing the 2016 presidential preference in Nevada shows that he has greats 

poll than his rivals. She is Hillary Clinton from Democratic Party. 

The picture of the tweet shows that Donald J. Trump gets 44% in 

September, and 41% in July, while, Hillary Clinton only gets 42 % in September 

and 45% in July. It means the percentage of Donald J. Trump is better than 

Hillary Clinton in September. 

Datum (5) 

Table 4.5 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 10 September 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump feels sad 

Message Really sad 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“Really sad that Republicans would allow themselves to be used in a Clinton ad. 

Lindsey, Graham, Romney, Flake, Sass. SUPREME COURT, REMEMBER” 
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 In the tweet above, the writer analyzed that “Really sad” is included as 

emotive function. Donald J. Trump expresses his emotion of sadness. He feels 

really sad because many of Republicans like Lindsey, Graham, Romney, Flake, 

and Sass let themselves to be used in a Clinton advertisement. As people know, 

Hillary Clinton is Donald J. Trump rival in America presidential election 2016. 

In this context, Donald J. Trump want to give an enlightenment to Lindsey, 

Graham, Romney, Flake, and Sass to stop letting themselves to be used in a 

Clinton advertisement by writing the tweet and using the emotion of sadness 

“Really sad” 

Datum (6) 

Table 4.6 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 31 July 2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump feels the media against us. 

Message Wow, it is unbelievable how distorted, one- sided and 

biased the media is against us. 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“Wow, it is unbelievable how distorted, one- sided and biased the media is 

against us. The failing @nytimes is a joke. @CNN is laughable!” 

Based on the tweet above, the writer found out that “Wow...” has function 

to express the emotion. So, it is included as emotive function. In this context, 

Donald J. Trump feels unbeliever with some media that against him because the 

media is distorted, one- sided and biased.  
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4.1.1.2 Language Function as Conative Function and the Meaning behind 

Language Function 

Conative function engages the addressee directly. It means that language is 

used to ask the addressee (hearer) to act or do something. It is commonly found in 

commands or requests. Holmes (2013:277) clarifies that directive function refers 

to the language used as an attempt to get someone to do something. On the other 

hand, this function is created to giving orders or making requests by using 

interrogatives, declaratives and imperatives statements. 

Datum (1)  

Table 4.7 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 5 October 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump asks everyone in Florida to be 

careful after hurricane happened 

Message please be careful 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Everyone in Florida 

 

 “Praying for everyone in Florida. Hoping the hurricane dissipates, but in any 

event, please be careful” 

From the tweet above, “please be careful” is included as conative function 

because Donald J. Trump asks everyone in Florida to do something. That is being 

careful after hurricane happened in Florida.  

Hurricane is one of murder disaster in America. It can be many people lost 

their family, house, and working, even everything. Because the impact is 
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powerful, so many people are afraid to do some activities when the hurricane 

comes. 

Datum (2) 

Table 4.8 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 30 September 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump Campaign 

Message Get out and VOTE #TrumpPence16 on 11/8 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Americans 

 

Thank you Novi, Michigan! Get out and VOTE #TrumpPence16 on 11/8. 

Together, WE WILL MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN. 

Based on the tweet above, the writer also found out that “Get out and Vote 

#TrumpPence16 on 11/8” includes into directive function because Donald J. 

Trump leads the followers especially follower from America to directly to get out 

and vote him on 11/8 in America presidential election. 

11 November 2016 is the time where the United Stated of America 

presidential election will be held. America already did presidential election for 

fifty eight times. There are two candidates of president, Donald J. Trump is from 

Democratic Party, and Hillary Clinton is from Republic Party. 

Datum (3) 

Table 4.9 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 21 September 

2016 

Elements Explanation 
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Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump hope violence and unrest in Charlotte 

will come to an immediate end 

Message We need unity & leadership 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Everyone in Charlotte 

 

“Hopefully the violence and unrest in Charlotte will come to an immediate end. 

To those injured, get well soon. We need unity & leadership” 

The tweet is included conative function because in conative function, the 

addresser leads others to act or to do something. In this context, Donald J. Trump 

leads everyone in Charlotte to keep unity and leadership. He also hopes violence 

and unrest in Charlotte will come to an immediate end. 

The violence and unrest in Charlotte was happened because Donald J. 

Trump violated America’s embargo. Except as the candidate of United Stated of 

America president, Donald J. Trump is a business man who has an influence to 

business in America.  

Datum (4) 

Table 4.10 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 19 September 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump Campaign 

Message Join us today at DonaldJTrump.com 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 
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“Amazing rally in Florida – this is MOVEMENT! 

Join us today at DonaldJTrump.com” 

 “Join us today at DonaldJTrump.com” is included as conative function 

because Donald J. Trump leads the followers to visit and join at 

DonaldJTrump.com. In this context, Donald J. Trump wants to ask his followers 

to join DonaldJTrump.com and know many things about him. 

DonaldJTrump.com is an official website of Donald J. Trump. Many 

information share in this website, such as: the profile, the activity, achivement, 

and many more other information. 

Datum (5) 

Table 4.11 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 6 August 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump said about Hillary Clinton 

Message Let us all see what happens! 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“Hillary Clinton is being badly criticized for her poor performance in answering 

questions. Let us all see what happens!” 

The writer also analyzed that “Let us all see what happens!” is included as 

conative function because Donald J. Trump asks for his followers to keep in touch to 

Hillary Clinton. He said that “Hillary Clinton is being badly criticized for her poor 

performance in answering questions” is true and will happens soon. So, the followers are 
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asked to keep in touch. According to the context, it happens when Donald J. Trump and 

Hillary Clinton have a question-answer session. 

The debate of United Stated of America president election is always 

interesting to wait by many people from around the world. There are three 

sessions in the debate before the election comes. The debate is also able to 

influence people to vote him/she in the election. 

4.1.1.3 Language Function as Referential Function and the Meaning behind 

Language Function 

Referential function of language shows the condition of the speakers who 

want to share their knowledge or news toward the hearer. As cited by Holmes 

(2013:275), referential functions refer to utterances attempt to provide 

information. It could be describes a situation, object or mental state. 

Datum (1) 

Table 4.12 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 5 October 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump agree with Bill Clinton about 

Obamacare 

Message Obamacare is ‘crazy’, doesn’t work and ‘doesn’t 

make sense’ 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

 “Bill Cliton is right: Obamacare is ‘crazy’, doesn’t work and ‘doesn’t make 

sense’. Thanks Bill for telling the truth.” 
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The writer also analyzed that message is included as referential function 

because it describes the object, namely describes Obamacare. The meaning behind 

the referential function of Donald J. Trump’s tweet is the tweet informs to the 

followers that Bill Clinton said Obamacare is crazy, does not work, and does not 

make sense. Then Donald J. Trump agrees with him. 

The context the tweet is Donald J. Trump wants to give information by citing 

the statement of Bill Clinton. The statement of Bill Clinton itself is also including 

the referential function because he describe the object namely Obamacare. 

Datum (2) 

Table 4.13 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 2 October 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump tells to the followers about the 

planning of Iraq (U.S.) 

Message Just announced that Iraq (U.S.) is preparing for 

battle to reclaim Mosul. 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“Just announced that Iraq (U.S.) is preparing for battle to reclaim Mosul. Why do 

they have to announce this? Makes mission much harder!” 

The writer also did classification “Just announced that Iraq (U.S.) is preparing 

for battle to reclaim Mosul” is included as referential function because the tweet 

describes the situation. Donald J. Trump describes the situation that Just 

announced that Iraq (U.S.) is preparing for battle to reclaim Mosul. 
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Mosul is one of the city in Iraq that inhabited by Islamic State of Iraq and 

Syria (ISIS). As the name, ISIS is born in Iraq and Syria, but they terrorize many 

people not only in Iraq and Syria but also in other country. 

Datum (3) 

Table 4.14 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 27 September 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump enjoyed the debate 

Message “I really enjoyed the debate last night 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“I really enjoyed the debate last night. Crooked Hillary says she is going to do so 

many things. Why hasn’t she done them in her last 30 years?” 

Along with the tweet above, the writer found out that “I really enjoyed the 

debate last night” is included as referential function because it describes the mentality of 

Donald J. Trump. He feels enjoy the debate because he is able to answer and respond all 

of the questions from moderator. This debate is the first debate in this session.  

Another context from the tweet is Donald J. Trump writes the tweet to let the 

followers know that he is not nervous when he has debate session. He hopes, the 

followers are more believe with him. 

Datum (4) 

Table 4.15 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 25 September 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 
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Context Donald J. Trump informs the followers 

Message Looking forward to my meeting with Benjamin  

Netanyahu in Trump Tower at 10:00 A.M. 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“Looking forward to my meeting with Benjamin Netanyahu in Trump Tower at 

10:00 A.M.” 

The writer analyzed that Donald J. Trump gives information will have 

meeting with Benjamin Netanyahu. He also describes the meeting will happen in 

Trump Tower at 10.00 A.M. Benjamin Netanyahu is prime minister of Israel. 

Datum (5) 

Table 4.16 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 6 September 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump describes about Phyllis Schlafly 

Message “The truly great Phyllis Schlafly , who honored me with 

her strong endorsement for president, has passed away at 

92. She was special.” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“The truly great Phyllis Schlafly , who honored me with her strong endorsement 

for president, has passed away at 92. She was special.” 

The writer also analyzed that message is included as referential function 

because it describes the object, namely describes Phyllis Schlafly. In the tweet, 
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Donald J. Trump describes who Phyllis Schlafly is. He said that she is special and 

has passed away at 92 years old. 

Phyllis Schlafly is an American constitutional lawyer and conservative 

activist. She is known for her staunchly conservative social and political views, 

her opposition to feminism, and her successful campaign against the ratification of 

the equal rights amendment to the U.S. 

Datum (6) 

Table 4.17 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 28 August 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump gives information that he will be a 

major speech on ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION on 

Wednesday in the GREAT State of Arizona.  

Message “I will be making a major speech on ILLEGAL 

IMMIGRATION on Wednesday in the GREAT State of 

Arizona. Big crowds, looking for a larger venue.” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“I will be making a major speech on ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION on Wednesday 

in the GREAT State of Arizona. Big crowds, looking for a larger venue.” 

As cited by Holmes (2013:275), Referential function of language shows 

the condition of the speakers who want to share their knowledge or news toward 

the hearer. In this tweet, Donald J. Trump wants to share about news that he will 

be a major speech on illegal immigration on Wednesday in the great State of 

Arizona. So, because of the reason, the tweet is included as referential function. 
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Datum (7) 

Table 4.18 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 20 August 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump leaving Virginia after finding big 

crowd with great enthusiasm.  

Message “Just leaving Virginia – really big crowd, great 

enthusiasm!” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“Just leaving Virginia – really big crowd, great enthusiasm!” 

The writer analyzed that “Just leaving Virginia – really big crowd, great 

enthusiasm!” is included as referential function because in this tweet, Donald J. 

Trump gives information that he is just leaving Virginia. He also describe that in 

Virginia, he met really big crowd with great enthusiasm. 

Datum (8) 

Table 4.19 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 27 September 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump loves watching these poor, pathetic 

people (pundits) on television working 

Message “I love watching these poor, pathetic people (pundits) on 

television working so hard and so seriously to try and 

figure me out. They can’t” 

Contact Written 
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Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“I love watching these poor, pathetic people (pundits) on television working so 

hard and so seriously to try and figure me out. They can’t” 

The writer analyzed that the tweet “I love watching these poor, pathetic 

people (pundits) on television working so hard and so seriously to try and figure 

me out. They can’t” is included as referential function. Donald J. Trump gives 

information that he loves watching these poor, pathetic people (pundits) on 

television working so hard and so seriously to try and figure me out. He hopes his 

followers know that he really hates about it. 

Datum (9) 

Table 4.20 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 9 August 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump is running against the Washington 

insiders 

Message “I am running against the Washington insiders, just like I 

did in the Republican Premieries. These are the people 

that have made U. S. a mess!” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“I am running against the Washington insiders, just like I did in the Republican 

Premieres. These are the people that have made U. S. a mess!” 
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The writer classified the tweet as referential function because Donald J. 

Trump describe himself that he running against the Washington insiders, just like 

I did in the Republican Premieres. These are the people that have made U. S. a 

mess. 

Datum (10) 

Table 4.21 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 2 August 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump have a campaign in Virginia 

Message “Great day in Virginia. Crowd was fantastic!” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“Great day in Virginia. Crowd was fantastic!” 

The writer found that “great day in Virginia. Crowd was fantastic!” is 

included as referential function because the tweet of Donald J. Trump consists of 

information. In the tweet, Donald J. Trump describe that he found fantastic crowd 

in Virginia. So he felt getting great day in Virginia. 

Datum (11) 

Table 4.22 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 1 August 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 



 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

36 
 

Context Donald J. Trump have an interview 

Message “When I said in an interview that Putin is “not going 

into Ukraine, you can mark it down,” I am saying if I 

am President. Already in Crimea.” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“When I said in an interview that Putin is “not going into Ukraine, you can mark 

it down,” I am saying if I am President. Already in Crimea.” 

The writer also analyzed that the tweet of Donald J. Trump above is 

included as referential function. In the tweet, Donald J. Trump said the president 

of Russia (Putin) is not going into Ukraine, but if he is president, he will be in 

Crimea. He said the sentences in an interview. 

Datum (12) 

Table 4.23 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 1 August 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump said about CNN anchor chairs 

Message “The people who support Hillary sit behind CNN anchor 

chairs, or headline fundraisers – those disconnected from 

real life.” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“The people who support Hillary sit behind CNN anchor chairs, or headline 

fundraisers – those disconnected from real life.” 
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The tweet is also included as referential function because in the tweet, 

Donald J. Trump shares about his opinion. He said that many of Hillary supporter 

sit behind CCN anchor chairs, or fundraisers. He feels many news shows that 

Hillary Clinton is better than him. 

Donald J. Trump writes this tweet is to criticized anchor chair, or 

fundraisers of CNN because he always gets negative information about him. He 

hopes by writing this tweet, they know and do not repeat what he did before. 

Datum (13) 

Table 4.24 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 3 August 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump said about Hillary Clinton 

Message “Our incompetent secretary of State, Hillary 

Clinton, was the one who started talks to give 400 

million dollars, in cash, to Iran. Scandal!” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“Our incompetent secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, was the one who started 

talks to give 400 million dollars, in cash, to Iran. Scandal!” 

The writer analyzed that “Our incompetent secretary of State, Hillary 

Clinton, was the one who started talks to give 400 million dollars, in cash, to Iran. 

Scandal!” is included as referential function because he shares his opinion about 

his rival from Democratic Party, namely Hillary Clinton. He said that Hillary 
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Clinton is incompetent secretary of State because she starts talks to give 400 

million dollars, in cash, to Iran.  

Datum (14) 

Table 4.25 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 6 August 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump said about Hillary Clinton 

Message Hillary Clinton is being badly criticized for her poor 

performence in answering questions 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“Hillary Clinton is being badly criticized for her poor performence in answering 

questions. Let us all see what happens!” 

Besides, the writer also analyzed that “Hillary Clinton is being badly 

criticized for her poor performence in answering questions”. In this tweet, Donald 

J. Trump describes who Hillary Clinton is. He said that Hillary Clinton is being 

badly criticized for her poor performance in answering questions. 

Datum (15) 

Table 4.26 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 30 July 2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump tells about his campaign in 

Colorado 

Message “Colorado was amazing yesterday! so much support. Our 

tax, trade and energy reforms will bring great jobs to 
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Colorado and the whole country.” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“Colorado was amazing yesterday! so much support. Our tax, trade and energy 

reforms will bring great jobs to Colorado and the whole country.” 

The writer found out that “Colorado was amazing yesterday! so much 

support. Our tax, trade and energy reforms will bring great jobs to Colorado and 

the whole country” is included as referential function because Donald J. Trump 

describe about his campaign in Colorado. He felt amaze because he got so much 

support from Colorado. 

As the writer knows, Donald J. Trump always expresses his emotion after 

visiting some place to have campaign. The aim of it is to make the followers feel 

appreciated by Donald J. Trump and will vote him in the election. 

Datum (16) 

Table 4.27 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 29 July 2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump tells watches Hillary Clinton 

Message “I am watching Crooked Hillary speak. Same old stuff, 

our country needs change!” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 
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“I am watching Crooked Hillary speak. Same old stuff, our country needs 

change!” 

Besides, the writer also analyzed that “I am watching Crooked Hillary 

speak. Same old stuff, our country needs change!” is included as referential 

function because Donald J. Trump tells about what he is doing. In this context, 

Donald J. Trump is watching TV and based on his opinion, Hillary Clinton is too 

old to be president, whereas America needs change. 

In this context, Donald J. Trump describes Hillary Clinton as crooked and 

old women. He wants Hillary Clinton to be a candidate of president because he is 

too old. America needs a change, not a crooked women.  

Datum (17) 

Table 4.28 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 9 October 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump discuss about problem of the world 

Message “I’m not proud of my locker room talk. But this world has 

serious problems. We need serious leaders.” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“I’m not proud of my locker room talk. But this world has serious problems. We 

need serious leaders.” 

The writer analyzed that “I’m not proud of my locker room talk. But this world 

has serious problems. We need serious leaders.” is included as referential function 
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because the addresser, Donald J. Trump shares information to his followers that this 

world has serious problem, so that the world need serious leader like him, not a fake 

leader.  

Datum (18) 

Table 4.28 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 9 October 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump gives an advice to Paul Ryan  

Message “Paul Ryan should spend more time on balancing 

the budget, jobs and illegal immigration and not 

waste his time on fighting Republican nominee.” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Paul Ryan 

 

“Paul Ryan should spend more time on balancing the budget, jobs and illegal 

immigration and not waste his time on fighting Republican nominee.” 

The writer analyzed that “Paul Ryan should spend more time on balancing 

the budget, jobs and illegal immigration and not waste his time on fighting 

Republican nominee.” is included as referential function because in this case, 

Donald J. Trump gives an advice to his rival in Republican nominee, namely Paul 

Ryan. Donald J. Trump advices Paul Ryan to spend more time on balancing the 

budget, jobs and illegal immigration and not waste his time on fighting 

Republican nominee. 

Datum (19) 

Table 4.29 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 30 June 2016 
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Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump tells his activity 

Message “I will be on @oreillyfactor at 8:00 P.M. Enjoy” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“I will be on @oreillyfactor at 8:00 P.M. Enjoy” 

The writer found out that “I will be on @oreillyfactor at 8:00 P.M. Enjoy” is 

included as referential meaning because Donald J. Trump shares information 

about his activity at 8 P.M. In this context, Donald J. Trump wants to inform to all 

of the followers in twitter that on 30 June 2016 he will be on @oreillyfactor. He 

hopes by writing this tweet, the followers know and always stay connect with him 

everywhere and everytime. 

Datum (20) 

Table 4.30 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 29 June 2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump comments about Hillary Clinton 

Message “Banghazi is just another Hillary Clinton failure. It just 

never seems to work the way it’s supposed to with 

Clinton.” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Hillary Clinton 
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“Banghazi is just another Hillary Clinton failure. It just never seems to work 

the way it’s supposed to with Clinton.” 

Furthermore, the writer still found referential function in Donald J. 

Trump’s tweet. “Banghazi is just another Hillary Clinton failure. It just never 

seems to work the way it’s supposed to with Clinton.” is included as referential 

function because Donald J. Trump as addressee describes Hillary Clinton failure. 

He said that Banghazi is just another Hillary Clinton failure. 

Datum (21) 

Table 4.31 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 27 June 2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump criticized CNN 

Message “@CNN is all negative when it comes to me. I don’t 

watch it anymore.” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee CNN 

 

“@CNN is all negative when it comes to me. I don’t watch it anymore.” 

Besides that, the writer also found that “@CNN is all negative when it 

comes to me. I don’t watch it anymore.” is included as referential function. The 

context of the tweet is Donald J. Trump fells unsatisfied with Cable News 

Network (CNN) because everything what they share is always negative, no 

positive thing at all. Donald J. Trump ever said that CNN is not Cable News 
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Network, but Clinton News Network. It means CNN belongs to Hillary Clinton 

according to Donald J. Trump. 

Datum (22) 

Table 4.32 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 26 June 2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump dislike the media term 

Message “I have never liked the media term ‘mass deportation’ – 

but we must enforce the laws of the land.” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Donald J. Trump’s Supporters 

 

“I have never liked the media term ‘mass deportation’ – but we must enforce 

the laws of the land.” 

The writer analyzed that “I have never liked the media term ‘mass deportation’ 

– but we must enforce the laws of the land.” is included as referential meaning because 

Donald J. Trump describe that he never like the media term. But he also asked his 

supporters to enforce the laws of the land”. 

Datum (23) 

Table 4.32 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 26 June 2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump gives information about his agenda 

Message “I will be making a big speech tomorrow to discuss the 

failed policies and bad judgment of Crooked Hillary 

Clinton” 

Contact Written 

Code English 
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Addressee Followers 

 

“I will be making a big speech tomorrow to discuss the failed policies and bad 

judgment of Crooked Hillary Clinton” 

This tweet is also included as referential function because Donald J. Trump as 

addressee shares information his agenda for tomorrow. Through the tweet, he 

hope all of followers know that he will be making a big speech tomorrow to 

discuss the failed policies and bad judgment of Crooked Hillary Clinton 

4.1.1.4 Language Function as Phatic Function and the Meaning behind 

Language Function 

Phatic reveals the condition of how the speakers show their sociability 

toward the hearer. It also can be known as a function of language that commonly 

used in everyday interaction includes greetings, complements, gossip, etc. 

According to Holmes (2013:275), phatic utterances express solidarity and 

empathy with others. The phatic function is however equally important from a 

sociolinguistic perspective. Phatic communication conveys an affective or social 

message rather than referential one. One of the insights provided by sociolinguists 

has been precisely that language is not used to convey only referential 

information, but also expresses information about social relationships. 

Datum (1) 

Table 4.1 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 27 September 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump describes about Phyllis Schlafly 
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Message “The truly great Phyllis Schlafly , who honored me with 

her strong endorsement for president, has passed away at 

92. She was special.” 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“The truly great Phyllis Schlafly , who honored me with her strong endorsement 

for president, has passed away at 92. She was special.” 

The writer analyzed that “The truly great Phyllis Schlafly , who honored 

me with her strong endorsement for president, has passed away at 92. She was 

special.” is includes as phatic function because through this tweet, Donald J. 

Trump gives solidarity to Phyllis Schlafly, the one who is special for Donald J. 

Trump. 

Phyllis Schlafly is an American constitutional lawyer and coservative 

activist. She is known for her staunchly conservative social and political views, 

her opposition to feminism, and her successful campaign against the ratification of 

the equal rights amendment to the U.S. 

4.1.1.5 Language Function as Poetic Function and the Meaning behind 

Language Function 

Poetic is a kind of language function that focused on aesthetic features of 

language. It is includes the use of linguistic features such as rhyming words, an-

ear catching motto, alliteration or paronomasia and antithesis. However, the 

researcher did not find the poetic function of language that used by Donald J. 

Trump in his tweet. As many people know, Donald J. Trump does not like use 
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features of language such as rhyming words, an-ear catching motto, alliteration or 

paronomasia and antithesis. He speaks based on what he wants. 

4.1.1.6 Language Function as Metalinguistic Function and the Meaning 

behind Language Function 

Metalingual function is the use of language to discuss or describe itself, to 

clarify or renegotiate it. Metalinguistic is also commonly used in questions in 

which the message needs clarification. The writer found language that contains of 

metalinguistic function in Donald J. Trump’s twitter tweet, they are: 

Datum (1) 

Table 4.1 Elements of communication in Donald J. Trump’s tweet on 2 October 

2016 

Elements Explanation 

Addresser Donald J. Trump 

Context Donald J. Trump tells to the followers about the 

planning of Iraq (U.S.) 

Message Why do they have to announce this? Makes mission 

much harder! 

Contact Written 

Code English 

Addressee Followers 

 

“Just announced that Iraq (U.S.) is preparing for battle to reclaim Mosul. Why do 

they have to announce this? Makes mission much harder!” 

The writer analyzed that the tweets is included as metalinguistic function. It 

could be known because as definition of metalinguistic function, Metalinguistic is 

also commonly used in questions in which the message needs clarification. In this 
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case Donald J. Trump has a question “Why do they have to announce this?” He 

also needs clarification that “Makes mission much harder!”. 

4.2 DISCUSSION 

Twitter is included into both verbal and non verbal language. Many of the 

Donald J. Trump’s tweet is written to express his idea, desire, concept, and as 

vital to the processes of learning and teaching as stated by Hanes (2015).  

Meanwhile, non verbal language can be communicated by gestures, body 

language, facial expressions, postures, pictures and painting (Mikoluk, 2015:5).  

As many people know, Donald J. Trump’s tweet also consists of the picture. 

In the finding, the writer found six emotive functions, five conative functions, 

twenty three referential functions, one phatic function, no poetic functions and 

one metalinguistic function. Based on such finding, the language function mostly 

used in Donald J. Trump’s twitter tweets is referential function which occurs 

twenty three times used to inform or describe about object and situation about 

him.  It could be occurred because the entire tweet is written in campaign period. 

So, Donald J. Trump wants to share about his knowledge, news, information, etc. 

The second position is emotive function with six sentences. It could be 

occurred because Donald J. Trump usually expresses his emotion by using 

“thanks” after visiting the city where he have a campaign. The third position is 

achieved by conative function with five sentences. The aim of Donald J. Trump 

used conative function is to persuade the followers to believe, join, and vote him 

in America presidential election. 
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The fourth position with one sentence found is phatic function and 

metalinguistic function. The last is poetic function the researcher did not find the 

poetic function of language that used by Donald J. Trump in his tweet. As many 

people know, Donald J. Trump does not like use features of language such as 

rhyming words, an-ear catching motto, alliteration or paronomasia and antithesis. 

He speaks based on what he wants. 




