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CHAPTER II   

LITERARY REVIEW 

 Theory is the model of reality. It can help us to understand, explain and 

predict the reality, and also as the guide for us to action. As what Boeree stated that, 

theory is a little like a map but it is not the same as the countryside. It certainly does 

not give us every detail, it may not even be terribly accurate, but it does provide a 

guide to action and give us something correct when fails (Boeree 14) 

In doing this study, the researcher tends to utilize some theories. By knowing 

the content of Jonathan’s characterize and symbolize human characteristic. It gives 

the researcher strong base to begin the study and analyze how is Jonathan 

characterize and Jonathan symbolize human characteristic. So that, the researcher 

uses the theory of moral-philosophical approach, new criticism theory, and theory 

semiotic focused on symbolism. Those are explained as follows: 

2.1 New Criticism 

 A standard method of high school and collage instruction in literary studies is 

“close reading” which in other word is New Criticism (Tyson 135). Eliot and Richard 

are who have the most ideas of New Criticism since the late 1930s to the late 1950s. 

An alienate world could be given new life. This theory actually focused on poetry but 

one of the prominent British critics, Mark Schorer extend its main principles to 

include analysis of prose fiction. He emphasizes the fact that in the end prose fiction 
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always manage to fit in all clear contradictions into a coherent whole (Carter 26-28). 

New Criticism is a standard method in literary studies. It is also called as close 

reading. This theory useful for students in doing literary studies. Not only to reveal 

the meaning behind disoriented text on the poetry, but also to analyze prose fiction. 

 New Criticism is clearly characterized in principle and practice. Its concern is 

not with context-historical, biographical, intellectual and so on, and its interest is not 

in the ‘misconceptions’ of ‘intention’ or ‘affect’, but its concern is exclusively with 

the ‘text in itself’, with its language and organization. It does not seek a text’s 

‘meaning’, but how it ‘speaks itself’ (Selden Widdowson & Brooker 19). In the order 

word , new criticism is not focus on the context of historical, biographical, 

intellectual, and so on. It only focus on the text itself including its language and its 

organization. 

 “Close reading” is the only way we can know if a given author’s intention or a 

given reader’s interpretation actually represents the text’s meaning is to carefully 

examine. It is because all the evidences provided by the language of the text itself 

including its images, symbols, metaphors, rhyme, meter, point of view, setting, 

characterization, plot, and so on (Tyson 137). In other word, closely reading to 

examine carefully is the way to understand the literary text meaning. 

 All in all, New Criticism is useful for students in doing literary studies 

including to analyze prose fiction. It focuses on the text itself and provide the 

evidences through the language of text itself including its images, symbols, 
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metaphors, rhyme, meter, point of view, setting, characterization, plot, and so on. 

Therefore, in order to analyze Jonathan characterization and their relationship in 

Ricahrd Bach’s novelette entitled Jonathan Livingston Seagull, this research will use 

New Criticism theory as supporting theory to analyze it concerning on their character  

and characterization.  The following explanations of character and characterization 

are stated below: 

2.1.1 Character 

 Character is the life of literature. It is the object of curiosity and attraction, 

liking and dislike, respect and blame (Bennet & Royle 60). A character may represent 

people or member of the ruling elite, another may represent the poor and the 

oppressed that are often at the mercy of the rich and powerful. It is because 

characteristic of characters are meant to represent certain categories of people in 

society. There are characters that act prominent roles. These are called major 

characters. The others are called minor character (Ade &Okunoye 40-41). 

 Characters in books have even become part of our everyday language. For 

example, the character ‘oedipus’ is used to be the symbol of a condition fundamental 

to psychoanalytic theory, whereby little boys want to kill their fathers and sleep with 

their mothers. The character ‘Romeo’ is being symbol of a certain kind of romantic 

young man like the hero of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet (c.1595). The protagonist 

character on Charles Dicken’s A Christmas Carol (1843) refers to someone as a 
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‘scrooge’ when a person who is miser, but when he or she does so we are suggesting, 

knowingly or not, to the of for whom Christmas is a fatous waste of time and money.  

 All in all, character is important thing in literature. It represents people in the 

society. Particular characters are called major character because its act exists in the 

most of story, and some others are minor character because its act is only on 

particular part of the story. Character in literary work can be used in the real life as a 

symbol of particular context. 

2.1.2 Characterization 

 Characterization is the pattern adapted in the creation of characters in a work. 

This includes roles and tendencies assigned to particular characters. Characteristic of 

characters are meant to represent certain categories of people in society (Ade & 

Okunoye 40-41). 

 For example, one of character in The Great Gatsby, Jordan Baker is 

characterized as a liar and a cheat. Nick catches her lying about having left a 

borrowed car out in the rain with its top down, and apparently she was caught 

cheating during a golf tournament, though she managed to get away with it under 

circumstances that imply the use of bribery or coercion: “the thing approached the 

proportions of a scandal-then died away. A caddy retracted his statement and the only 

other witness admitted that he might have been mistaken” (62-63; ch.3) (Tyson 125). 
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 All in all, characterization is the pattern adapted in the creation of characters 

in a work. It shows the characteristic of character, such as Jordan Baker in The Great 

Gatsby which is characterized as a liar and a cheat.  

2.2 Structuralism 

Structuralism is also described as anti humanism. It is because it opposes all 

forms of literary criticism in which the meaning is related to a human subject. One of 

structuralize who has particularly strong influence to the cultural theory is Ferdinand 

de Saussure. The whole of cultural theory is permeated by distinctions first drawn up 

by him (Carter 41-42). 

One of Saussure important theory is his famous distinction between  

‘signifier’ and ‘signified’. For him, words do not refer directly to things, in other 

words, there is invisible connection between a word and the thing to which it refers. 

Words are signs with two aspects: the ‘signifier’ and the ‘signified’. ‘Signifier’ is 

what is written or spoken. ‘Signified’ is what is thought when the word is written or 

uttered. Meaning is supposed not through the word’s relation to something but in 

understanding it as part of a system of relationships, as part of a sign-system. The 

most common and easily clear illustration of the principle is in the system of traffic 

lights. Red, yellow and green have no intrinsic meanings but mean ‘stop’, ‘get ready’ 

and ‘go’ only in relation to each other in the context of a set of traffic lights (42-43). 
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  The signified is considered to be the concept that exists within the mind that 

we want to communicate. This may be a set of experiences, impressions or  perhaps 

feelings related to an object or situation. For example, ‘dog’ is signified to the mental 

representation of what a dog is. The letters D O G as the signifier, and when it is seen 

together, it is signified the concept of dog in written English. It is representative of 

concept (O’Neill 67). 

All in all, structuralism opposes all forms of literary criticism in which the 

meaning is related to a human subject. So that, it also called as anti-humanism. 

Ferdinand de Saussure, one of famous structuralists who has term ‘signified’ and 

‘signifier’. ‘Signifier’ is what is written or spoken. ‘Signified’ is what is thought when 

the word is written or uttered. 

2.2.1 Semiotic 

Semiotics or semiology is the science of sign systems. It is related to 

structuralism, on the other hand structuralism also concerns itself with systems. It is 

such as kinship relations, which does not make use of signs (Carter 43).  

As the study of sign systems, the basic aim of semiotic theory is to understand 

the structure of sign systems in relation to the way they convey meaning. Semiotics 

takes the view that signs can be organized within various media, to form texts that 

can convey some kind of meaning. Together, the signifier and the signified combine 

to become a sign. According to Saussure, a sign is what is experienced when someone 
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comes into interaction with a set of stimuli that can be connected to a mental concept 

(O’Neill 67). 

The term ‘semiotics’ is often used in connotation with the theory of  

structuralism. The American philosopher C S Peirce drew up three useful distinctions 

between different types of sign (in Saussure’s sense of the word). 

1.  The ‘Iconic’ is a sign which resembles its referent. For example, on road 

signs a picture of a ship near a port, or a car falling off a quayside. The 

word ‘icon’ is of course still used for images representing the Virgin Mary 

in the Russian Orthodox Church. Nowadays the word is most commonly 

used to refer to those little images identifying various functions on a 

computer. 

2. The ‘Indexical’ is a sign associated with a referent. For example, a sign of 

smoke is indicated as a sign of fire, or sign of a flash as a warning about 

electricity. 

3. The ‘Symbolic’ is a sign which has only an arbitrary relation to its 

referent. In this case, the words in a language is sign to its referent 

(Charter 43-44). All in all, Semiotics or semiology is the science of sign 

systems. Its aim is to understand the structure of sign systems in relation 

to the way they convey meaning. There are three useful distinctions 

between different types of sign (in Saussure’s sense of the word) by an 

American philosopher C S Peirce, that is, the iconic, the indexical and the 

symbolic. 
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2.2.2  Symbolism 

 As explained above, in semiotic symbolic is one of three useful distinctions 

between types of sign in Saussure’s sense of the word. The ‘Symbolic’ is a sign which 

has only an arbitrary relation to its referent. In this case, the words in a language is 

sign to its referent (Charter 44). A symbol is something that is itself and yet represents 

something else. So that, symbolism refers to anything that means more than what it is 

in literature. An image or object can be used to suggest complex or multiple meanings 

(Gillespie 187). 

A symbol is an image that has both literal and figurative meaning, a concrete 

universal. If an image takes place repeatedly in a text, it probably has symbolic 

significance. Common symbols are usually easy to understand. For example, spring is 

usually a symbol of rebirth or youth, autumn is usually a symbol of death or dying, 

and a river is usually a symbol of life or of a journey. Thus, a symbol has properties 

similar to those of the abstract idea it stands for. For example, a river can symbolize 

life because both a river and life are fluid and forward moving; both have a source 

and an endpoint. In addition, a river literally nurtures life. It is because some life 

forms live in it and others drink from it. The context provided by the text also helps 

us figure out a symbol’s meaning. Sometimes, the context provided by the text is all 

we have to go on. It is because some symbols are private, or meaningful only to the 

author, and therefore harder to figure out. We may suspect, for example, that the 

image of a purple felt hat has symbolic significance in a story because it recurs 
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frequently or plays a role that seems to echo with some abstract quality such as love 

or loneliness or strength, but we’ll have to figure out what that symbolic significance 

is by studying how the hat operates within the overall meaning of the text (Tyson 

142) 

 All in all, symbolism refers to anything that means more than what it is in 

literature. The ‘Symbolic’ is a sign which has only an arbitrary relation to its referent. 

In other words, the words in a language is sign to its referent. 

2.3 Theory of Moral Philosophical Approach 

According to Plato philosophy is the knowledge of the non empirical humans 

acquired through efforts, the scope of the philosophy is everything the human mind, 

everything that might be real and unreal, so the object is not limited (Semiawan 166). 

It means that the object of philosophy is within the scope about problem in human 

life. The method of philosophy as a discipline has a particular method like a 

contemplation. Many people, including some philosophers, when they read one of the 

great novels often have the feeling that it has something of ‘philosophical’ 

importance to communicate. It is not that, generally speaking, novels tell us how to 

live, how society should be organized or what is right or wrong, though a few purport 

to; but that they in some way deepen, broaden or challenge our sense of the ethical 

and its place in our lives. Therefore, there would be a close relationship between such 

works of literature and philosophical enquiry (Horton 70). 
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Moral philosophical approach is moral/philosophical critics believing that the 

larger purpose of literature is to teach morality and to probe philosophical issues. This 

approach does not view literature merely as "art" isolated from all moral implications; 

it recognizes that literature can affect readers, whether subtly or directly, and that the 

message of a work--and not just the decorous vehicle for that message--is important 

(Aouda Aljohani and Thamer Al-Ghamdi: www.ksu.edu.sa/colleges/art/eng/461-

Eng/Handouts.htm). 

In addition, one should not understate the extent to which there has been some 

mutual influence between literature and philosophy. Just as some novelists have 

employed philosophical ideas in their novels, so some philosophers have used novels 

for philosophical purposes, including the use of fictional forms to express their 

philosophy (Horton 72). 

Moreover, according to Martha Nussbaum in Bressler’s book, literary form is 

not separable from philosophical content, but is, itself, a part of content  an integral 

part, then of the search for and the statement of truth (Horton 73). 

2.4 Review of Related Studies 

 In order to enlarge the knowledge about this research, the researcher reviewed 

the previous studies which have relation with this research in some aspects. Firstly is 

a reviewed of The Influence of Jonathan’s Character on Resolving His Personal 

Conflict in Richard Bach’s Jonathan Livingston Seagull by Krisharyanti, Wuri 
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(2010). In her thesis, she wrote about the influence of Jonathan’s character on 

resolving his personal conflict. She is use a psychological approach to comprehend 

the pattern of human personality and behavior, and than combine some theories of 

character, characterization, theory of conflicts, conflict revolution, and managing 

conflict. 

 The second previous studies from Rahmat Pratama, Yosep (2009). Entitled 

Perceptions of Achieving a Successful Life Revealed In Amy Tan’s the Kitchen God’s 

Wife and Richard Bach’s Jonathan Livingston Seagull. In his thesis , he analyzed  the 

two novel with comparative study. He is use psychological approach, perception 

theory 

 In this study, it is focuses on the symbolism that is shown by Jonathan’s 

character. The symbols shows as a human characteristic. The researcher will analyze 

it through symbolism theory of semiotic. 

 

 

 

 


