
1 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This research investigated the effectiveness of jumbled paragraph game in 

teaching reading comprehension to the eleventh graders at SMAN 4 Sidoarjo. This 

chapter discusses the background of study, the statement of the problem, hypotheses, 

the objective of the study, the significance of the study, the scope and limitation of 

the study, and the definition of the key terms. 

A. Background of the Study 

A research on reading skill in Indonesia has revealed that the students’ 

skills particularly in reading comprehension are still far from satisfactory. 

Musliar Kasim (Deputy Minister of Education and Culture), admitted having 

some concern on students' interest in reading in the country is still low.
1
 As 

quoted by Al Hadi, Fadli (founder FadliZon Library) said that the level of 

Indonesian public interest in reading is still very low, at only 0.01 percent. It 

means that only 1 in 10,000 Indonesian has the desire to read. This is far below 

from Japan in which the figure of interest in reading reaches 45 percent while in 

Singapore it reaches 55 percent.
2
 According to Musaheri, students who have a 
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high interest in reading will have high level of reading skill.
3
 Considering the 

role of interest in reading skill, the low interest in reading in Indonesia may lead 

to problems in reading in educational context. 

Reading is considered as the most important skill among the other skills. 

Through reading people can increase the other skills in language. Reading is 

needed by people to communicate and share information and ideas. Reading  is 

an important way of people in many societies to access information and make 

meaning. Through reading people can increase and develop their knowledge. 

According to Ainy Yuliatuzzahrah, reading is important for daily-life. Because, 

through reading, accurate information will be gained. Besides, reading is 

needed in terms of work and learning. The reader can also find a place through 

reading magazines, newspapers and other references. Moreover, reading can aid 

students in mastering their English skills.
4
 Therefore, in language learning 

context, reading is an important skill for the learners. Through reading, the 

students can add their new vocabularies and  develop their knowledge. In 

addition, according to William Grabe, students’ English abilities is developed 

through the provision of reading.
5
 It can be concluded that reading is an 

important learning process that contribute to the students’ success by giving 
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new information and being the basis for the students to develop their ability in 

learning parts of language.  

Despite the importance of reading in the development of language skills, 

problem with reading comprehension in Indonesian English Language Learning 

persist (as has been outlined earlier). Most second year students of senior high 

school still encounter difficulty in dealing with reading English texts. As quoted 

by Margareta in Eva Indayati, reading comprehension is students’ main 

problems. Margareta stated that the reason for students’ poor reading 

comprehension was the loss of motivation to read due to their assumption that 

reading is difficult. This is due to lack of vocabulary and low capability to read. 

These result in low self-esteem that affects students' motivation to read.
6
 

Questions arise from here, why despite years of English learning, there are still 

problems with reading comprehension? What might contribute to those 

problems? And what is the possible solution? The assumption is that the teacher 

has to make the students interested to do activity in learning process so that the 

students are motivated to read, and then it can add their vocabulary and 

knowledge. 

To answer those questions, this experimental research was conducted  in 

SMAN 4 Sidoarjo that also experienced this problem of students’ low reading 

comprehension. This school is one of famous and favorite schools in Sidoarjo. 
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It has a lot of classes with each consisting of 35 students. In terms of facilities, 

this school has complete facilities as a media of teaching and learning in the 

classroom. Not only that, this school also gives several different foreign 

languages as subject. 

However, from initial observations and interviews with the homeroom 

teacher,
7
 the school has a problem with students’ reading comprehension in 

English class despite the sufficient facilities the school provides to support the 

teaching and learning process. The teacher informed that low interest in reading 

books and lack of vocabulary make the students have difficulties in reading 

comprehension. Therefore, it is essential to find solution to students’ problem in 

reading. 

After the researcher conducted observations and interviewed several 

students, the researcher found the cause. It seems that the problem is caused by 

the teacher's technique. The teacher's teaching technique was monotonous in 

that the teacher gave a reading text and told them to read silently and the 

students were assisted to work individually. As the observation learning process 

conducted  in the class, some students felt sleepy, played handphone, chatted 

with friends, and so forth when they were asked by the teacher to read silently.  

Only some students were engaged in the lesson during the teaching learning 

activities, because most of them seemed to be bored and hesitated to participate 

in the classroom. Thus, the learning situation can lead to students low interest in 
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reading. It makes the students think that reading is a boring activity. Therefore, 

the teachers must have techniques to the make students more interested to read. 

There are some interesting techniques to teach reading, for instance, 

collaborating, demonstrating, game, song, video and others. For the purpose of 

this study game is strongly selectable as a teaching technique because the 

problem of reading at this school seems to be related to teacher’s monotonous 

technique which lead to students boredom and low interest in reading. So, the 

selection of game as the technique suit the need of the students in this school. 

This is because game may stimulate interest and reduces boredom. According 

to Mubaslat, student's ability to learn is affected by the existence of 

uncomfortable feeling and insecurity caused by a high stress level in the 

classroom due to unknown or unfamiliar composition of grammar, vocabulary, 

and writing.
8
 As Deesri stated,  this students’ anxiety can be decreased  through 

game that gives comfortable feeling and desires to learn more.
9
  Game can 

motivate the students to read a lot, be fond of reading, and enjoy their reading 

time in English class. In teaching reading, many games recommended can be 

used. Like crosswords game, gesture game, fill the blank, jumbled paragraph 

game, and so forth. 
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Among many games, jumbled paragraph game serves as an appropriate 

game to teach reading. Jumbled paragraph game is an arranging the jumbled 

paragraph to be a good text.
10

 Jumbled paragraph game is the most suitable to 

resolve this problem of low interest. This is because reading course materials in 

senior high school is text genre; therefore, jumbled paragraph game is helpful in 

understanding the text that has generic structure. This is because the game 

enables the students to understand the contents of the text. In addition, they can 

also master the structure of the texts.  

The above thesis about the suitability of jumbled paragraph game to 

improve students’ reading ability needs to be verified as to whether jumbled 

paragraph game is more effective to teach reading comprehension than the 

silent reading. To prove the effectiveness of jumbled paragraph game, this 

research compared the use of jumbled paragraph game with the use of teacher’s 

teaching technique in this school (silent reading) to teach reading 

comprehension. This research answer a question, “is teaching reading 

comprehension using jumbled paragraph game more effective than using silent 

reading to the eleventh graders at SMAN 4 Sidoarjo?” 

 

 

 

                                                             
10

  Kevin McGinley, Reforming of Paragraph, (ELT Journal vol. 27/2 April 1983), p. 150 

 



7 

 

B. Research Question 

Based on the background of the study, this  research intends to answer the 

following question: “Is teaching reading comprehension using jumbled 

paragraph game more effective than using silent reading to the eleventh graders 

at SMAN 4 Sidoarjo?” 

 

C. Hypotheses 

 Hypothesis is a powerful tool in scientific inquiry. Ary et al explain that 

when making a hypothesis a researcher is predicting what the outcome of the 

study will be.
11

 

 Derived from the formulated research problem stated in the previous 

section, the hypotesis in this study is stated that teaching reading 

comprehension using jumbled paragraph game is more effective than silent 

reading to the second grade students at SMAN 4 Sidoarjo.  

 

D. Objective of the Study 

Based on the problem above, this study aims to investigate whether 

teaching reading comprehension using jumbled paragraph game is more 

effective than using silent reading to the eleventh graders at SMAN 4 Sidoarjo. 
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E. Significances of the Study 

This research is expected to be useful for teachers and students. By 

reading the result of this research, the teachers will know the way to create a 

good atmosphere about reading class to make the students interested in reading. 

For the students, jumbled paragraph game can stimulate students to read a lot, it 

can increase their reading comprehension, vocabulary, and knowledge. 

Moreover, it will contribute in learning of reading in more relax, enjoyable 

situation  and avoid from being bored when they are reading. Then, they can 

improve their ability in reading especially in reading narrative text. It also gives 

input to improve English reading teaching-learning process, especially about 

the way to make students interested to read a lot in the classroom. 

 

F. Scope and Limitation of The Study 

This research focuses on improving students’ reading comprehension 

through jumbled paragraph game. The materials are designed for the second 

year students of SMAN 4 Sidoarjo and the text used is narrative. 

 

G. Definition of Key Term 

To avoid some misunderstanding of the key terms which are used in the 

study, the key terms are defined as follows. 

1. More effective :  It means that the students’ reading 

comprehension score who get jumbled 
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paragraph game is higher than who do not get 

jumbled paragraph game. 

2. Jumbled paragraph game : A game which uses scrambles or jumbled 

text. 

3. Silent reading : The teaching technique that is usually used to 

teach reading comprehension by the English 

teacher of this school. 

 


