CHAPTER1
INTRODUCTION

This chapter describes background of study, research problems, research
objectives, significance of the study, scope and limitation of this study and

definition of the key terms.

1.1 Background of Study

Communication is the main part of human life. When somebody
communicate with other people, it makes an interaction automatically. In an
interaction, someone usually communicates with other people is to deliver what
are they think, belief, want and etc. Languange as the tools of communication has
some functions such as asking, thanking, asserting, expressing and etc. Thus, the
writer aims to analyse about how someone asserts someone else in a

communication that can be analyzed through the language.

There are many sciences of language that used to analyze about language
function in a communication. Pragmatics is one of the branches of linguistic fields
which studies about the purpose of language in human communication as decided
by the situation of context (Mey, 2001:22). To strengthen the meaning of
pragmatics, Yule (1996:3) states that Pragmatics is intended to the study of
meaning as communicated by the speaker and interpreted by the listener.
Essentially, Pragmatics is the study that focus to the meaning in communication
(language use) based on the context of interaction that utter by the speaker and

interpret by the listener.



Speech act is one of the topics that discussed in Pragmatics. According to
Searle (1969:16) speech act is a basic or small units of linguistic communication
which generally as the production of the symbol or word or sentence in the
performance of the speech act. To make it clear, Mey (2001:109) states that
speech acts are produced in actual situations of language use by people having
something in mind. From the actual situations of speech, Austin states that
Speech act as an identification of the present speech situation with the speech
situation indicated by performative sentence (Austin, 1962:13). From the
statements above, The writer relates each other statements that speech act is the
way speaker speaks something that influence to the listener’s act which is need a
process of listener to interprets what the hidden meaning of the speaker’s say. To
interprete the speech, it can be indicated by the time of speech is take place, where

the situation and context may influence the meaning of the speech itself.

According to Austin (1962:13) there are 3 branches of speech act:
Locutionary act, Illocutionary act and perlucotionary act. From the branches of
speech act, Searle has done to do a research which focuses on illocutionary act, in
his research, he classified the illocutionary acts into some parts. Searle (1999:148)
classifies the branches of illocutionary act, such as: Assertives, commisives,
directives, expressives and declatives. Then, the writer wants to analyze one of the
branches of illocutionary act. In this research, the writer analyzes about assertive
acts which focuses on the use of assertive act that uttered by protagonist

characters.



Talking about Assertive Act, Smith (1991:18) states that assertive is a
statement when the speaker presents a proposition to representing the actual states
of affairs of the world. Another statements about assertives, Dick (1993:208)
argues that assertive has function to provide faithful representations of facts. The
writer concludes that both of them are exactly same in giving a notion of assertive
which the meaning is about the way someone propose someone else about
representing the fact or belief. Thus, the writer thinks that assertive is an act where
the speaker tells or says about truth without interfere other people right which has

aimed to make the hearer believes to its truth.

Research about Assertive has been done in some fields, such as: In
education (Hasanzadeh and Mahdinejad, Vol.22, No.l;Muthumanickam and
Asokan, M. 2013;Rathee, 2015). In social (Eskin, 2003). In Psychology (Manesh
et al, 2015., Krist, 2011., Elliot et al, 1990). In leadership (Lazenby, 1998).

Knowing about this fact, the writer tries to do a research in linguistic field.

In linguistic field, there are some researches which analyze in some topics,
such as: in speech (Fitriana, 2014;Putri, 2016). In debate setting (Yuyun, 2014).
From both of them, they were analyzing in spoken text. Then, the writer tries to
do a research which the data is obtained from written text. Thus the writer chooses

a movie script as the object of analysis.

The writer finds two researches which used movie script as the object of
analysis (Andriansyah, 2015;Viajeng et. al., 2015). From those two researches,

they were focusing on the purpose of using Assertive acts. The writer finds the



gaps between those two researches, the gaps are depicted on the problem that the
writer wants to reveal and the character that the writer chooses. in this research,
the writer analyses the types of Assertive Acts used by protagonist character, the
assertive verbs used by the protagonist and the differences between those two
protagonist character. The reason why the writer analyses about the types is she
wants to know what the most types are used by the protagonist character, because
it indicates the way of protagonist character in speak about the truth. Then, the
writer wants to know what is assertive verbs are used by the protagonist that
indicates the status of those assertion. After knowing the classification of types
and its verbs, the writer wants to know what the differences between those two

protagonist characters when applying assertive acts.

Thus, The writer finds that assertive is an interesting subject if it is used by
protagonist character. Because commonly, protagonist character always speaks in
a good utterances. So, it is about how if protagonist speaks the truths or their
beliefs without interfere other people’s belief. Another uniqueness of this research
is about the protagonist characters itself whom they are a demi god. As a
protagonist and as a demi god, commonly, they speak well and polite. The
problem which the writer reveals is to know how protagonist convinces their
belief about the truth to other characters which can be indicated by the types and
the assertive verbs of assertive Acts that the protagonist character used the most.
From this issues, the writer wants to know what types of Assertive Acts are
mostly used by Annabeth Chase and Percy Jackson that is suitable with his and

her characteristic and the differences between Percy Jackson and Annabeth Chase



when applying assertive acts. So, this research is conducted to examine about the

used of Assertive Acts by protagonist characters.

1.2 Research Problem

The research is conducted to answer the problems which formulated into

two following questions:

1. What are types of Assertive Acts used by protagonist character in Percy

Jackson & The olympians: The Lightning Thief’s Movie?

2. What are assertive verbs used by protagonist character in Percy Jackson & The

olympians: The Lightning Thief’s Movie™?

3. What are the differences between Percy Jackson and Annabeth Chase in
applying assertive acts in Percy Jackson & The olympians: The Lightning Thief’s

Movie”?

1.3 Research Objective

Based on the research problems above, the objectives of the study have

aims to:

1. To describe what types of assertive acts that frequently used by protagonist

characters in Percy Jackson & The olympians: The Lightning Thief’s Movie

2. To analyze about the assertive verbs that used by protagonist character in Percy

Jackson & The olympians: The Lightning Thief’s Movie



3. To explain about the differences between Percy Jackson and Annabeth Chase in
applying assertive acts in Percy Jackson & The olympians: The Lightning Thief’s

Movie”

1.4 Significance of The Research

In this study, the writer hopes this study can be able to help the readers in
understanding about assertives acts and gives some informations about its relation

between protagonist and assertive.

The significance of this research is analysis of Assertive acts, whereas it is
one of the kinds of illocutionary acts. Thus, by doing this research, the writer
hopes can make the reader enrich the knowledge especially in Assertive Acts
which included some types and verbs which relates to the protagonist character
and the writer hopes this study can be useful for the readers as a reference for

conducting further study.

1.5 Scope and Limitation

The scope of this research is about assertive acts which is one of the
branches of Illocutionary acts. The writer limits the analysis just focus on the
types of assertive acts, the assertive verbs and the differences between protagonist

characters.

The writer limits the object of analysis is only on Percy Jackson&The
olympians: The Lightning Thief movie because as far as the writer know that

percy jackson is the serial movie which has 4 series movie. There are some



protagonist characters in Percy jackson&The Olympians: The Lightning Thief’s
movie, but the writer chooses two major characters in protagonist character. They
are Percy Jackson and Annabeth Chase. The reason is because Percy Jackson and

Annabeth Chase have different characteristics.

1.6 Definition of Key Term

The writer gives some definition of key term to make clear and to avoid

misunderstanding.

1. Assertive: Kinds of Illocutionary Act that states what the speaker believe to be

the case or not (Yule, 1996:53)
2. Acts: a major division in a play that do through a behaviour (Cuddon, 1999:7)

3. Verbs: it deals with the event description or status of an assertion (Leech,

1983:205)

4. Protagonist: A protagonist is the main character in any story, such as a literary
work or drama who can affect the main characters’ decisions. Protagonist usually

gives greater variety to the dialog and action (Cuddon, 1999:706)
5. Character: Person in a play, novel, movie and etc. (Cuddon, 1999:126)

6. Percy Jackson & the olympians: The lightning thief’s movie: It is a first serie
from Percy Jackson serial movie that directed and produced by Chrish Colombus.
This movie is taken from the Percy Jackson novel series which is written by Rick

Riordan.



