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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background of Study 

Human have different kind of experiences, including perception, imagination, 

thought, emotion, want, wish, and action. Thus, the realm of phenomenology is a 

variety of experiences. The experience does not only cover a relatively passive 

experience like in vision or hearing, but also in active experience such as running, 

hammering nails, or kicking the ball (Lorens 132). Those cases are much related to 

phenomenology theory. 

Phenomenology is a psychological and philosophical practice that has become 

a central influence in European philosophy this century (Owen 1). Phenomenology 

theory has been developed into many kinds of literature such as novel, poem, drama, 

and prose. Here, the study focuses on one of literary works; it is a play entitled Harry 

Potter and The Cursed Child. This play is written by J.K. Rowling. 

Joanne “Jo” Rowling, (known as J.K. Rowling), is a British novelist, 

screenwriter, and film producer best known as the author of the Harry Potter fantasy 

series. She was born in Yate, 31 July 1965, Gloucestershire, England. Rowling was 

working as a researcher and bilingual secretary for Amnesty International when she 

conceived the idea for the Harry Potter series while on delayed train from 

Manchester to London in 1990 (Smith 3). 
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Harry Potter series have become the best-selling book series in history and 

been the basis for a series of film over which Rowling has overall approval on the 

scripts and maintains creative control by serving as a producer on the final installment 

(Smith 20). This study uses Harry Potter and The Cursed Child play to be the object 

of this study. The book was released on July 2016 but the play was performed on 

December 2016. This play becomes the most popular and best-selling book in two 

days after it has been released. In Cursed Child, Rowling creates a new main 

character that is quite phenomenal, he is the son of the main character in the earlier 

story (Harry Potter), and his name is Albus. Unlike the stories that Rowling has 

described in the earlier stories which is the main character is so smart, strong, and 

wise, in this story the main character is described very inversely from the previous 

books. 

Cursed Child tells the story of Harry Potter’s son. Albus Severus Potter is the 

main character in this story, his friend is Scorpius Malfoy. It is friendship of two 

children from fathers who once has uneasy relationship. Both of them have to bear 

the burden of his father’s reputation; Scorpius bears unfavorable image that sticks in 

the Malfoy family name, and Albus, besides his father’s name, Harry Potter. This is 

the story of nineteen years after the events of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hollows 

and follows Harry Potter, now a Ministry of Magic employee, and his younger son 

Albus Severus Potter with many events. 
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The adventure begins from the first year at Hogwarts School. When the 

Sorting Hat shouts Slytherin, of course it makes Albus immediately feels excluded, 

since almost all of his extended family come from the red dorm or Griffindor. Albus 

suffers at Hogwart because of his skills are not good as his father, he is even dubbed 

as geeky. Friend he has is only Scorpius. Rose is Albus’ cousin, after knowing that 

Albus gets along with Scorpius, their friendship becomes distantly apart because she 

thinks that Albus has chosen the wrong friends. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Magic is being bothered by the presence of Time-

Turner; people in Hogwarts convince that the Time-Turner has been destroyed in the 

Second Wizarding War. Hrry, Ron, and Hermione have already occupied the high 

position in the Ministry of Magic that time. One day, Harry gets a visit from someone 

he never thinks about, hi is Cedric’s father, and Albus hears their conversation about 

Time-Turner. 

In addition, to consider the job, Harry also gives attention to his children. 

Hearing Albus does not feel at home at Hogwarts, Harry tries many times to persuade 

and motivate Albus, but basically the relationship between Harry and Albus is bad 

because Albus also feels disappointed with himself, and in the day before Albus go 

back to Hogwarts for undergoing its 4
th

 year, the two of them fight, and Harry 

accidently shouts the sentences that sometimes he wishes tah Albus is not his son, 

and so do Albus shouts that to his father. Still hurt by his father’s words, on the 
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Hogwarts Express, Albus determines to get Time-Turner, to prove that his father is 

not a heroic person, and rescues someone in the past. 

There are some cases in Harry Potter and The Cursed Child which much 

related to phenomenology theory. The idea of phenomenology in J.K. Rowling’s 

Harry Potter and The Cursed Child reflect through the main character, Albus himself 

experiences some events in his school, Hogwarts. He meets with new friend and 

experiences some moments there. Meanwhile, the experiences are very influential to 

his character. Such as while he is recruited to Slytherin, become friends with 

Scorpius, and he is very ashamed with himself because people are expecting that he is 

the good boy like his father. 

As a boy, Albus is affected by his environment and also the opposite (he is 

affecting the environment) through how he is experiencing the world. According to 

Ponty (qtd in Ilham), something is there because something is recognized. Thus an 

event or object exists in a reciprocal process that is dialogical relationship in which an 

object or objects affect events or other events (25). It means that phenomenology 

acknowledges that there is external reality as something that really exists, but it can 

only be realized through awareness that we all have. 

Considering of explanation above, this study will reveal the influence of 

Albus experience to his  character. Besides, it will involve new criticism theory since 

there are some characteristics of Albus which can be analyzed from the text. New 
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criticism is a theory which emphasizes close reading to the text. The purpose is to 

understand the structure, examine a piece of literature closely, and look for the use of 

language (Gillespie 172). 

1.2. Statement of Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, the problems are formulated as 

follows: 

1. What are Albus experiences in the play? 

2. How do the experiences change his character? 

1.3. Objective of Study 

Dealing with the statement of problems above, this study has an objective as 

follows: 

1. To reveal Albus experiences in the play. 

2. To find out the influence of his experiences to his character. 

1.4. Significance of Study 

Theoretically, this study hopes that the finding of this study will enrich to the 

study and analysis on The Cursed Child play, especially in phenomenology. Besides, 

this study hopes that it can develop the new criticism theory in the play. This study 

expects to give more knowledge about that to the reader. 

Practically, it can also be applied in several side of life, especially to the 

common readers. By having well understanding about phenomenology, the readers 

will be more sensitive to the set of the experience in our life. At last, this study can be 



 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

R o s y i d  | 6 

 

considered as a contribution to the literary study especially for students in English 

Letter Department in State Islamic University of Sunan Ampel Surabaya. 

 

1.5. Scope and Limitation 

To avoid a broad discussion, the scope of the study focuses on the play, 

entitled Harry Potter and The Cursed Child, and the limitation is focused on Albus as 

the main character. Henceforth, the analysis of the experience is the beginning to 

provide the idea that will suggest how this study will be carried on further in 

phenomenology in the play. Moreover, it is necessary to use the new criticism theory 

to support the data analysis. it is also important this study to focus in the interaction 

between the main character and also some other minor characters in the play. 

 

1.6. Method of the Study 

This chapter discusses how the research is conducted. It involves four main 

sub chapters consisting of research design, source of data, procedure of data 

collection, and procedure of data analysis. 

 

1.6.1. Research Design 

 

This study will use descriptive-qualitative method. Bodgan and Biklen argues 

that qualitative method is research in which the data are in the form of text, written 

words, phrases, or symbol and not concerned with numbers (28). According to Burns 

and Grove (201), descriptive research is designed to provide a picture of situation as 
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it naturally happens. It may be used to justify current practice and make judgment and 

also to develop theories. 

For the purpose of this study, descriptive research will be used to obtain the 

impact of Albus’ Experience to his deed. Based on the problems, this study will use 

the theory of phenomenology as a main theory, new criticism as supporting theory, 

and also psychological approach to obtain the main character’s mental problem. 

 

1.6.2. Source of Data 

 

The main source of data for this analysis is the play of J.K. Rowling entitled 

Harry Potter and The Cursed Child. This study analyzes the dialogs which are 

spoken by the characters in the play which related to the experience, Albus character, 

and his personality. It is important to add the supporting data in some e-books and 

journals. 

 

1.6.3. Procedure of Data Collection 

To conduct the research properly, the data must be collected effectively. This 

study use qualitative method with these steps of collecting the data: 

1. Read the play to get the accurate data. It focuses on the experience of 

Albus and his character and personality. 

2. Select the related references to support the data collection. 
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1.6.4. Procedure of Data Analysis 

The data which have been collected is analyzed using literary theory. It will follow 

the following steps: 

1. Analyze the data dealing with the problem. The analysis is divided into two 

parts. First is about Albus experience, second is about the impact of his 

experience to his character. 

2. Make a conclusion based on the result of analysis. 

 

1.7.  Definition of Key Term 

Play  : Play can also be defined as drama. A play is an imitation and 

lively image of human nature, representing its passions and 

humors and the changes of fortune to which it is subject for 

the delight and instruction of mankind (Dryden 170). 

Fantasy : Fantasy deals with otherness of time or place; settings may be 

contemporary or historical but something is out of kilter. 

Fantasy exists in a world that most people believe never could 

be. It frequently takes a familiar story, legend, or myth and 

always presents the magic (Saricks 265). 
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Experience : The actual living through an event. It is the real life as sum 

total of conscious events which compose an individual life 

(Vyas and Veer 1). 

 


