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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

In this chapter, the researcher presents the result of the study through some 

steps as mentioned in data analysis that involves the language functions of Hillary 

Clinton’s utterances and the meaning behind language function of Hillary 

Clinton’s utterances in The Presidential Debates of United State of America. The 

researcher divided this chapter into two parts; findings and discussion.  

4.1 FINDINGS  

The researcher found and analyzed kinds of language function which are 

found in Hillary Clinton’s utterances and the meaning behind language function of 

Hillary Clinton’s utterances in The Presidential Debates of United State of 

America.  

4.1.1 The Findings on the Kinds and the Meaning behind Language Function 

in Hillary Clinton’s utterances in The Presidential Debates of United State of 

America. 

The researcher found six language functions, such as emotive function, 

conative function, phatic function, poetic function, referential function, and 

metalinguistic function. Language function that is mostly used is referential 

function. It could be known from the researcher’s findings; seventeen emotive 

functions, eighteen conative functions, twelve phatic function, one poetic 

function, one hundred forty seven referential functions, and there is no 

metalinguistic function. To make a clear cut understanding of the findings, the 

writer puts them into a chart:  
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Figure 4.1. The Frequency of Language Functions 

To be more specific, each of language function found in Hillary Clinton’s 

utterances is elaborated in the following sub headings.  

4.1.1.1 Language Function as Emotive Function and the Meaning behind 

Language Function  

Emotive function focus on the addresser or sender in relation to other 

components entails such types of function as identification of the source, 

expression of attitude toward one or another component or toward the event as a 

whole excogitation (thinking aloud), etc. There are seventeen emotive functions 

that the researcher found in Hillary Clinton’s utterances and the meaning behind 

language function of Hillary Clinton’s utterances in The Presidential Debates of 

United State of America.  

. The researcher found that language has function as emotive function, 

such as: 
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Datum (1) 

 CLINTON: Well, thank you, Lester, and thanks to Hofstra for hosting us. 

Table 4.1 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterance on 

Presidential Debate at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York on 

September 26, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton talking to Lester and 

audiences. 

Message  Well, thank you, Lester, and thanks to 

Hofstra for hosting us. 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Lester Holt and audiences. 

  

In Hillary’s utterances above, the researcher analyzed that “Well, thank 

you, Lester, and thanks to Hofstra for hosting us.” is included as emotive function 

because Hillary Clinton said “Thank you” to Lester and also said “Thank you to 

Hofstra”.  It means that Hillary want to  express her feeling with the word “Thank 

you” to Lester because gives chance for Hillary to give arguments or ideas in this 

debate and Hillary also said  “Thank you” to Hofstra because Hofstra to be 

hosting in this presidential debate. 
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Datum (2)  

CLINTON: We need to have more second chance programs. I'm glad that we're 

ending private prisons in the federal system; I want to see them ended in the state 

system. You shouldn't have a profit motivation to fill prison cells with young 

Americans. So there are some positive ways we can work on this. 

Table 4.2 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York on 

September 26, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton express her feeling to 

the audiences. 

Message  I'm glad that we're ending private 

prisons in the federal system; I want to 

see them ended in the state system. 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Lester Holt, Donald Trump and the 

audiences. 

  

From Hillary’s utterances above, Hillary expresses her feeling to the all of 

audiences with the sentence “I'm glad that we're ending private prisons in the 

federal system; I want to see them ended in the state system.” So, the sentence 
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“I'm glad” is included as emotive function. It means that, Hillary Clinton want to 

give the audiences information about her feeling to the audiences because private 

prisons in federal system was ended.  

Datum (3) 

CLINTON: Well, everything you've heard just now from Donald is not true. I'm 

sorry I have to keep saying this, but he lives in an alternative reality. And it is sort 

of amusing to hear somebody who hasn't paid federal income taxes in maybe 20 

years talking about what he's going to do. 

Table 4.3 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri on 

October 9, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton say sorry to the 

audiences. 

Message  I'm sorry I have to keep saying this, 

but he lives in an alternative reality. 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Anderson Cooper, Donald Trump and 

the audiences. 
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 Based on Hillary’s utterances above, Hillary expresses her feeling to the 

audiences and used sentence “I'm sorry I have to keep saying this, but he lives in 

an alternative reality.” So, the sentence “I'm sorry” is included as emotive 

function. It means that, Hillary Clinton want to say sorry to the all of audiences 

because she have to keep saying about Donald Trump. And finally Hillary tell the 

audiences about Donald Trump’s lives. 

Datum (4) 

CLINTON: Well, 67 percent of the people voted to re-elect me when I ran for my 

second term, and I was very proud and very humbled by that. 

Table 4.4 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri on 

October 9, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton express her feeling to 

the audiences. 

Message  I was very proud and very humbled by 

that. 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Anderson Cooper, Donald Trump and 

the audiences. 
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 According to Hillary’s utterances above, Hillary expresses her feeling to 

the audiences and said “I was very proud and very humbled by that.” So, the 

sentence “I was very proud” is included as emotive function. It means that, Hillary 

Clinton share her feeling to the audiences because Hillary feel proud because 67 

percent of people vote her and re-elect her in second term.  

Datum (5) 

CLINTON: And on the day when I was in the Situation Room, monitoring the 

raid that brought Osama bin Laden to justice, he was hosting the "Celebrity 

Apprentice." So I'm happy to compare my 30 years of experience, what I've done 

for this country, trying to help in every way I could, especially kids and families 

get ahead and stay ahead, with your 30 years, and I'll let the American people 

make that decision. 

Table 4.5 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at the University of Nevada in Las Vegas on October 19, 

2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton share her feeling to the 

audiences. 

Message  So I'm happy to compare my 30 years 

of experience, what I've done for this 

country, trying to help in every way I 

could, especially kids and families get 
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ahead and stay ahead, with your 30 

years, and I'll let the American people 

make that decision. 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Chris Wallace, Donald Trump and the 

audiences. 

 

The researcher analyzed Hillary’s utterances above. Hillary said “So I'm 

happy to compare my 30 years of experience, what I've done for this country, 

trying to help in every way I could, especially kids and families get ahead and stay 

ahead, with your 30 years, and I'll let the American people make that decision.” 

So, the sentence “So I'm happy” is included as emotive function. Hillary Clinton 

express her feeling to the audience because she feel happy. Hillary feel happy 

because she tells the audiences about her experiences about help kids and families 

during 30 years.  

Datum (6) 

CLINTON: Well, very quickly, we at the Clinton Foundation spend 90 percent—

90 percent of all the money that is donated on behalf of programs of people 

around the world and in our own country. I'm very proud of that. We have the 

highest rating from the watchdogs that follow foundations. And I'd be happy to 

compare what we do with the Trump Foundation, which took money from other 
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people and bought a six-foot portrait of Donald. I mean, who does that? It just 

was astonishing. 

Table 4.6 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at the University of Nevada in Las Vegas on October 19, 

2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton express her feeling to 

the audiences. 

Message  I'm very proud of that. We have the 

highest rating from the watchdogs that 

follow foundations. And I'd be happy 

to compare what we do with the 

Trump Foundation, which took money 

from other people and bought a six-

foot portrait of Donald. I mean, who 

does that? It just was astonishing. 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Chris Wallace, Donald Trump and the 

audiences. 
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In Hillary’s utterances above. Hillary said “I'm very proud of that. We 

have the highest rating from the watchdogs that follow foundations. And I'd be 

happy to compare what we do with the Trump Foundation, which took money 

from other people and bought a six-foot portrait of Donald. I mean, who does 

that? It just was astonishing.” So, the sentences “I'm very proud” and “I'd be 

happy” is included as emotive function. Hillary Clinton tell the audiences about 

her feeling or emotion to the audience because she feel proud and happy. Hilary 

feel happy because Clinton Foundation spent 90 percent of money and give 

donation to people around the world and people in America. Hillary also proud 

because Clinton foundation have the highest rating.    

4.1.1.2 Language Function as Conative Function and the Meaning behind 

Language Function  

The orientation of conative function is the addressee. The aim of conative 

function is to direct addressee to do something on purpose. There are eighteen 

conative functions found in Hillary Clinton’s utterances in The Presidential 

Debates of United State of America and the meaning behind it. The researcher 

found that language has function as conative function, such as: 

Datum (1) 

CLINTON: I want us to invest in you. I want us to invest in your future. That 

means jobs in infrastructure, in advanced manufacturing, innovation and 

technology, clean, renewable energy, and small business, because most of the new 

jobs will come from small business. We also have to make the economy fairer. 
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That starts with raising the national minimum wage and also guarantee, finally, 

equal pay for women's work. 

Table 4.7 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York on 

September 26, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton want the audiences to 

investment. 

Message  I want us to invest in you. I want us to 

invest in your future. 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Lester Holt, Donald Trump and the 

audiences. 

 

From Hillary’s utterances above. Hillary said “I want us to invest in you. I 

want us to invest in your future.”  The sentence “I want us” is included as 

conative function. Hillary Clinton want the audiences to do something. Hillary 

Clinton wants the audiences to invest in her country to their future. Hillary wants 

the audiences to make small business to increase their income and also have to 

make the economy fairer with make jobs in infrastructure, in advanced 

manufacturing, innovation and technology, clean, renewable energy. 
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Datum (2) 

CLINTON: Well, let's stop for a second and remember where we were eight years 

ago. We had the worst financial crisis, the Great Recession, the worst since the 

1930s. That was in large part because of tax policies that slashed taxes on the 

wealthy, failed to invest in the middle class, took their eyes off of Wall Street, and 

created a perfect storm. 

Table 4.8 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York on 

September 26, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton want the audiences to 

remember eight years ago. 

Message  Let's stop for a second and remember 

where we were eight years ago. 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Lester Holt, Donald Trump and the 

audiences. 

 

Based on Hillary’s utterances above. Hillary said “Let's stop for a second 

and remember where we were eight years ago.” The sentence “Let's stop for a 

second and remember” is included as conative function. Hillary Clinton ask the 
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audiences to stop for a second and remember eight years ago. Because since 

1930s America had the worst financial crisis and the Great Recession. And Hillary 

want the audiences still remember about that incident.  

Datum (3) 

CLINTON: So, please go to HillaryClinton.com and you can see it. 

Table 4.9 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri on 

October 9, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton want the audiences to 

check her website. 

Message  So, please go to HillaryClinton.com 

and you can see it. 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Anderson Cooper, Donald Trump and 

the audiences. 

 

In Hillary’s utterances above. Hillary said “So, please go to 

HillaryClinton.com and you can see it.” The sentence “So, please go to 

HillaryClinton.com and you can see it.” is included as conative function. Hillary 

Clinton want the audiences to go to or check her website. Because there are some 
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information about Hillary and her organization and the audiences can see the all of 

Hillary’s activities in her website.  

Datum (4) 

CLINTON: We have to save as many lives as we possibly can. 

Table 4.10 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri on 

October 9, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton invite the audiences to 

save other people’s lives. 

Message  We have to save as many lives as we 

possibly can. 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Anderson Cooper, Donald Trump and 

the audiences. 

 

According to Hillary’s utterances above. Hillary said “We have to save as 

many lives as we possibly can.” The sentence “We have to save as many lives as 

we possibly can.” is included as conative function. Hillary Clinton asks the 

audiences to save other people’s lives as they can possibly can. Hillary also wants 

the audiences to respect with other people.  
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4.1.1.3 Language Function as Phatic Function and the Meaning behind 

Language Function  

The phatic function is to open the conversation or check that it is working 

and also for maintaining social relationship. Phatic function consists of greetings, 

complements, gossip, etc. For greeting friend, a speaker can “Hello” or “Hi”. As 

for greeting a stranger, the speaker can also use “Hello”, but the more formal 

greetings between strangers are “Good morning”, “Good afternoon” or “Good 

evening”. 

Datum (1) 

CLINTON: How are you, Donald? [applause] 

Table 4.11 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York on 

September 26, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton talk to Donald Trump 

Message  How are you, Donald? 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Lester Holt, Donald Trump and the 

audiences 
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 From the utterance above, Hillary said “How are you, Donald?”. The 

sentence “How are you, Donald?” is included as phatic function. The meaning 

from Hillary’s utterance is Hillary greet Donald Trump and ask to Donald Trump 

about his condition. Hillary also want to accost Donald Trump and started 

discussion with Donald Trump.  

Datum (2) 

CLINTON: OK, Donald. I know you're into big diversion tonight, anything to 

avoid talking about your campaign and the way it's exploding and the way 

Republicans are leaving you. But let's at least focus on some of the issues that 

people care about tonight. Let's get to their questions. 

Table 4.12 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri on 

October 9, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton talk with Donald 

Trump 

Message  OK, Donald 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Anderson Cooper, Donald Trump and 

the audiences. 
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 In Hillary’s utterance above, the researcher analyzed “OK, Donald” as 

Phatic function. Hillary used this sentence because Hillary want to greet Donald 

Trump and open discussion with Donald Trump. Hillary also give argumentation, 

opinions and so on to Donald Trump. 

Datum (3) 

CLINTON: Well, Chris, let me respond to that, because that's horrifying. You 

know, every time Donald thinks things are not going in his direction, he claims 

whatever it is, is rigged against him. 

Table 4.13 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at the University of Nevada in Las Vegas on October 19, 

2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton talk with Chris 

Message  Well, Chris, let me respond to that, 

because that's horrifying. 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Chris Wallace, Donald Trump and the 

audiences. 

 

 Based on utterance above, the researcher analyzed “Well, Chris, let me 

respond to that, because that's horrifying.” as phatic function.  Hillary used this 
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sentence because Hillary want to open discussion with Chris Wallace. After that, 

Hillary give argumentation, opinions and so on about Donald Trump to Chris 

Wallace. 

4.1.1.4 Language Function as Poetic Function and the Meaning behind 

Language Function  

The poetic function focuses on the real meaning of the message, as does 

“The sound must seem an echo to the sense” using poetic features to express 

something, such as rhyming words, alliteration (poetry), repetition, assonance and 

so on. This function, by promoting the palpability of signs, deepens the 

fundamental dichotomy of signs and objects.  

Datum (1) 

CLINTON: When I hear something like that, I am reminded of what my friend, 

Michelle Obama, advised us all: When they go low, you go high. [applause] 

Table 4.14 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri on 

October 9, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton give positive meaning 

or message to the audiences 

Message  When they go low, you go high. 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  
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Addressee  Anderson Cooper, Donald Trump and 

the audiences 

 

According to utterance above, the researcher analyzed “When they go low, 

you go high.” as poetic function. Hillary used this sentence because Hillary want 

to give and share positive message to the audiences and this sentences included 

poetic function because this sentence used repetition. Repetition is the one of 

poetic features.  

4.1.1.5 Language Function as Referential Function and the Meaning behind 

Language Function  

Referential function focused on the context and carrying information. It 

can be used to inform something, such as report, description, statement, confirm, 

and explaining something.  Referential function used to describing situation, 

object or mental state. It also is an information carrier. Referential function also 

shows the condition of the speakers who wants to share their knowledge or news 

toward the hearer.  

Datum (1) 

CLINTON: Nine million people—nine million people lost their jobs. Five million 

people lost their homes. And $13 trillion in family wealth was wiped out. 

 

Now, we have come back from that abyss. And it has not been easy. So we're now 

on the precipice of having a potentially much better economy, but the last thing 

we need to do is to go back to the policies that failed us in the first place. 
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Independent experts have looked at what I've proposed and looked at what 

Donald's proposed, and basically they've said this, that if his tax plan, which 

would blow up the debt by over $5 trillion and would in some instances 

disadvantage middleclass families compared to the wealthy, were to go into effect, 

we would lose 3.5 million jobs and maybe have another recession. 

 

They've looked at my plans and they've said, OK, if we can do this, and I intend to 

get it done, we will have 10 million more new jobs, because we will be making 

investments where we can grow the economy. Take clean energy. Some country is 

going to be the clean energy-superpower of the 21st century. Donald thinks that 

climate change is a hoax perpetrated by the Chinese. I think it's real.  

Table 4.15 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York on 

September 26, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton describe about 

America’s people and America’s 

condition 

Message  All sentences 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  
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Addressee  Lester Holt, Donald Trump and the 

audiences 

 

 In utterance above, Hillary uses this sentences “Nine million people—nine 

million people lost their jobs. Five million people lost their homes. And $13 

trillion in family wealth was wiped out.” to give information to the audiences 

about nine million people lost their jobs, five million people lost their homes and 

so on. Hillary also gives information about economy condition in America and 

share her opinions to solve America’s problem.  

Datum (2) 

CLINTON: Incomes went up for everybody. Manufacturing jobs went up also in 

the 1990s, if we're actually going to look at the facts. 

 

When I was in the Senate, I had a number of trade deals that came before me, and 

I held them all to the same test. Will they create jobs in America? Will they raise 

incomes in America? And are they good for our national security? Some of them I 

voted for. The biggest one, a multinational one known as CAFTA, I voted against. 

And because I hold the same standards as I look at all of these trade deals. 

 

When I was secretary of state, we actually increased American exports globally 

30 percent. We increased them to China 50 percent. So I know how to really work 

to get new jobs and to get exports that helped to create more new jobs. 
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Table 4.16 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York on 

September 26, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton talk about trade in 

America 

Message  All sentences 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Lester Holt, Donald Trump and  the 

audiences 

 

 From the utterances above, the researcher analyzed this sentences as 

referential function. Because in this sentences, Hillary give information about 

trade and income in America. Hillary also gave information when she was in 

Senate and Hillary has solution to get new jobs, get export and to create some new 

jobs that can increase America’s income.  

Datum (3) 

CLINTON: Well, I think there are a number of issues that we should be 

addressing. I have put forth a plan to defeat ISIS. It does involve going after them 

online. I think we need to do much more with our tech companies to prevent ISIS 
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and their operatives from being able to use the Internet to radicalize, even direct 

people in our country and Europe and elsewhere. 

 

But increasingly, we are seeing cyber-attacks coming from states, organs of 

states. The most recent and troubling of these has been Russia. There's no doubt 

now that Russia has used cyber-attacks against all kinds of organizations in our 

country, and I am deeply concerned about this. I know Donald's very 

praiseworthy of Vladimir Putin, but Putin is playing a really tough, long game 

here. And one of the things he's done is to let loose cyber attackers to hack into 

government files, to hack into personal files, hack into the Democratic National 

Committee. And we recently have learned that, you know, that this is one of their 

preferred methods of trying to wreak havoc and collect information. We need to 

make it very clear—whether it's Russia, China, Iran or anybody else—the United 

States has much greater capacity. And we are not going to sit idly by and permit 

state actors to go after our information, our private-sector information or our 

public-sector information. 

 

And we're going to have to make it clear that we don't want to use the kinds of 

tools that we have. We don't want to engage in a different kind of warfare. But we 

will defend the citizens of this country. 

 

And the Russians need to understand that. I think they've been treating it as 

almost a probing, how far would we go, how much would we do. And that's why I 
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was so—I was so shocked when Donald publicly invited Putin to hack into 

Americans. 

 

That is just unacceptable. It's one of the reasons why 50 national security officials 

who served in Republican information- in administrations have said that Donald 

is unfit to be the commander-in-chief. It's comments like that that really worry 

people who understand the threats that we face. 

Table 4.17 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at Hofstra University in Hempstead, New York on 

September 26, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton talking about defeat 

ISIS 

Message  All sentences 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Lester Holt, Donald Trump and the 

audiences 

  

Based on the utterance above, the researcher analyzed this sentences as 

referential function. Because Hillary describe plan about defeat ISIS. Hillary give 

information about some plans, such as use internet to radicalize, cyber-attacks and 
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so on. Hillary also shares her solution, argumentation and opinions about defeat 

ISIS. 

Datum (4) 

CLINTON: Eight million kids every year have health insurance, because when I 

was first lady I worked with Democrats and Republicans to create the Children's 

Health Insurance Program. Hundreds of thousands of kids now have a chance to 

be adopted because I worked to change our adoption and foster care system. After 

9/11, I went to work with Republican mayor, governor and president to rebuild 

New York and to get health care for our first responders who were suffering 

because they had run toward danger and gotten sickened by it. Hundreds of 

thousands of National Guard and Reserve members have health care because of 

work that I did, and children have safer medicines because I was able to pass a 

law that required the dosing to be more carefully done. 

 

When I was secretary of state, I went around the world advocating for our 

country, but also advocating for women's rights, to make sure that women had a 

decent chance to have a better life and negotiated a treaty with Russia to lower 

nuclear weapons. Four hundred pieces of legislation have my name on it as a 

sponsor or cosponsor when I was a senator for eight years. 

 

I worked very hard and was very proud to be reelected in New York by an even 

bigger margin than I had been elected the first time. And as president, I will take 
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that work, that bipartisan work, that finding common ground, because you have to 

be able to get along with people to get things done in Washington. 

Table 4.18 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri on 

October 9, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton talk about health 

insurance to children 

Message  All sentences 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Anderson Cooper, Donald Trump and 

the audiences 

 

According to Hillary’s utterances above, the researcher analyzed this 

sentences as referential function. Hillary describes about health insurance to 

children. Hillary gave information when she was first lady in America. She 

created Children’s Health Insurance Program with Democrats and Republicans. 

Hillary also described her experience when she was as secretary of state. She 

around the world advocating for her country, and advocating for women's rights, 

and so on.   
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Datum (5) 

CLINTON: But I also believe that there can be and must be reasonable 

regulation. Because I support the Second Amendment doesn't mean that I want 

people who shouldn't have guns to be able to threaten you, kill you or members of 

your family. 

 

And so when I think about what we need to do, we have 33,000 people a year who 

die from guns. I think we need comprehensive background checks, need to close 

the online loophole, close the gun show loophole. There's other matters that I 

think are sensible that are the kind of reforms that would make a difference that 

are not in any way conflicting with the Second Amendment. 

 

You mentioned the Heller decision. And what I was saying that you referenced, 

Chris, was that I disagreed with the way the court applied the Second Amendment 

in that case, because what the District of Columbia was trying to do was to 

protect toddlers from guns and so they wanted people with guns to safely store 

them. And the court didn't accept that reasonable regulation, but they've accepted 

many others. So I see no conflict between saving people's lives and defending the 

Second Amendment. 
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Table 4.19 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri on 

October 9, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton talk about Second 

Amendment 

Message  All sentences 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Anderson Cooper, Donald Trump and 

the audiences 

 

In Hillary’s utterances above, the researcher analyzed this sentences as 

referential function. Hillary describes Second Amendment. Hillary support 

Second Amendment but Hillary doesn’t agree if the all people have guns to kill 

someone. Hillary also gives information that 33,000 people a year who die from 

guns.  

Datum (6) 

CLINTON: Well, the situation in Syria is catastrophic. And every day that goes 

by, we see the results of the regime by Assad in partnership with the Iranians on 

the ground, the Russians in the air, bombarding places, in particular Aleppo, 

where there are hundreds of thousands of people, probably about 250,000 still 
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left. And there is a determined effort by the Russian air force to destroy Aleppo in 

order to eliminate the last of the Syrian rebels who are really holding out against 

the Assad regime. 

 

Russia hasn't paid any attention to ISIS. They're interested in keeping Assad in 

power. So I, when I was secretary of state, advocated and I advocate today a no-

fly zone and safe zones. We need some leverage with the Russians, because they 

are not going to come to the negotiating table for a diplomatic resolution, unless 

there is some leverage over them. And we have to work more closely with our 

partners and allies on the ground. 

 

But I want to emphasize that what is at stake here is the ambitions and the 

aggressiveness of Russia. Russia has decided that it's all in, in Syria. And they've 

also decided who they want to see become president of the United States, too, and 

it's not me. I've stood up to Russia. I've taken on Putin and others, and I would do 

that as president. 

 

I think wherever we can cooperate with Russia, that's fine. And I did as secretary 

of state. That's how we got a treaty reducing nuclear weapons. It's how we got the 

sanctions on Iran that put a lid on the Iranian nuclear program without firing a 

single shot. So I would go to the negotiating table with more leverage than we 

have now. But I do support the effort to investigate for crimes, war crimes 

committed by the Syrians and the Russians and try to hold them accountable. 
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Table 4.20 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri on 

October 9, 2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton talk about situation in 

Syria  

Message  All sentences 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Anderson Cooper, Donald Trump and 

the audiences 

  

From utterances above, the researcher analyzed this sentences as 

referential function. Hillary describes about situation in Syria. Hillary also 

describe about Aleppo’s situation, Hillary shares her experience when she was as 

secretary of state and the way to negotiation. The results of the regime by Assad 

in partnership with the Iranians on the ground, the Russians in the air, and 

bombarding places. 

Datum (7) 

CLINTON: Well, I strongly support Roe v. Wade, which guarantees a 

constitutional right to a woman to make the most intimate, most difficult, in many 
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cases, decisions about her health care that one can imagine. And in this case, it's 

not only about Roe v. Wade. It is about what's happening right now in America. 

 

So many states are putting very stringent regulations on women that block them 

from exercising that choice to the extent that they are defunding Planned 

Parenthood, which, of course, provides all kinds of cancer screenings and other 

benefits for women in our country. 

 

Donald has said he's in favor of defunding Planned Parenthood. He even 

supported shutting the government down to defund Planned Parenthood. I will 

defend Planned Parenthood. I will defend Roe v. Wade, and I will defend women's 

rights to make their own health care decisions. 

Table 4.21 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at the University of Nevada in Las Vegas on October 19, 

2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton talk about Roe v. wade 

and women 

Message  All sentences 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Chris Wallace, Donald Trump and the 
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audiences 

 

According to Hillary’s utterances above, the researcher analyzed this 

sentences as referential function. Hillary describes that she supports Roe v. Wade 

because she knows that Roe v. Wade guarantees a constitutional right to a woman. 

Hillary also give information to the audiences that she also will defend Planned 

Parenthood. She will defend Roe v. Wade, and she will defend women's rights to 

make their own health care decisions. 

Datum (8) 

CLINTON: Well, you know, once again, Donald is implying that he didn't support 

the invasion of Iraq. I said it was a mistake. I've said that years ago. He has 

consistently denied what is a very clear fact that the invasion, he supported it. 

And, you know, I just want everybody to go Google it. Google "Donald Trump 

Iraq." And you will see the dozens of sources which verify that he was for the 

invasion of Iraq. 

Table 4.22 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at the University of Nevada in Las Vegas on October 19, 

2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton talk about Donald 

Trump  

Message  Well, you know, once again, Donald is 
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implying that he didn't support the 

invasion of Iraq. I said it was a 

mistake. I've said that years ago. He 

has consistently denied what is a very 

clear fact that the invasion, he 

supported it. And, you know, I just 

want everybody to go Google it. 

Google "Donald Trump Iraq." And 

you will see the dozens of sources 

which verify that he was for the 

invasion of Iraq. 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Chris Wallace, Donald Trump and the 

audiences 

 

In Hillary’s utterances above, the researcher analyzed this sentences as 

referential function. Hillary describes about Donald Trump. Hillary give 

information to the audiences that Donald Trump is implying that he didn't support 

the invasion of Iraq because Hillary knew that years ago, Donald Trump 

supported the invasion of Iraq and any some sources in Google that Donald 

Trump was for the invasion of Iraq.  
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Datum (9) 

CLINTON: But when it comes to Haiti, Haiti is the poorest country in our 

hemisphere. The earthquake and the hurricanes, it has devastated Haiti. Bill and I 

have been involved in trying to help Haiti for many years. The Clinton Foundation 

raised $30 million to help Haiti after the catastrophic earthquake and all of the 

terrible problems the people there had. 

 

We have done things to help small businesses, agriculture, and so much else. And 

we're going to keep working to help Haiti because it's an important part of the 

American experience. 

Table 4.23 Elements of communication in Hillary Clinton’s utterances on 

Presidential Debate at the University of Nevada in Las Vegas on October 19, 

2016. 

Elements  Explanation  

Addresser  Hillary Clinton 

Context  Hillary Clinton talk about Haiti 

Message  All sentences 

Contact  Spoken 

Code  English  

Addressee  Chris Wallace, Donald Trump and the 

audiences 
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From Hillary’s utterances above, the researcher analyzed this sentences as 

referential function. Hillary describes about Haiti. Hillary gives information to the 

audiences that Haiti is Haiti is the poorest country in their country. The 

earthquake and the hurricanes, it has devastated Haiti. Hillary also give 

information that The Clinton Foundation raised $30 million to help Haiti after the 

catastrophic earthquake and all of the terrible problems the people there had. 

Hillary said to the audiences to always help Haiti because Haiti is the part of 

America also.  

4.1.1.6 Language Function as Metalinguistic Function and the Meaning 

behind Language Function  

The metalinguistic function is used to establish mutual agreement on the 

code, such definition of something. Code performs the metalinguistic function 

which is used whenever the addresser and addressee need to check whether they 

use same code. It is sequence which is used to build an equivalence relation and it 

contains information about lexica code. The researcher did not found the 

metalinguistic function in Hillary’s utterances. 

 

4.2 Discussion  

In communication, there are two kinds of language; verbal and non verbal 

language. Presidential Debate is included into both verbal and non verbal 

language. Based on Hanes (2015), verbal language is language to express desires, 

ideas and concepts and as vital to the processes of learning and teaching. 

According to Mikoluk (2015, pg.5) communicated with non verbal language can 

use gestures, body language, facial expressions, postures, pictures and painting. 
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So, presidential debate is included into both verbal and non verbal language 

because candidates of president express ideas, argumentations, and opinions by 

gestures, body language, facial expressions and postures. 

In Hillary Clinton’s utterances, the researcher found one hundred forty 

seven referential functions, eighteen conative functions, seventeen emotive 

functions, eleven phatic functions, one poetic function, and there is no 

metalinguistic function. Based on the finding, the language function mostly used 

by Hillary Clinton’s utterances is referential function.  

On the other hand, the researcher also found that there are some meanings 

behind Hillary Clinton’s utterances. The first, the meaning behind referential 

function in Hillary Clinton’s utterances are to give information about object, situation 

problem in America. The second, the meaning behind conative function in Hillary 

Clinton’s utterances is to persuade the audiences to do positive activities and to join 

and vote her. The third, the meaning behind emotive function in Hillary Clinton’s 

utterances are express her emotions or feelings. The fourth, the meaning behind 

phatic function in Hillary Clinton’s utterances is to accost and greeting Donald Trump 

and audiences directly. The fifth, the meaning behind poetic function is deliver the 

positive message. The sixth, there is no meaning behind in metalinguistic function 

because the researcher do not found metalinguistic function.  

 

 

 

 


