CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the discussion of some issues related to the
topic being studied. They are background of the study, research
questions, objectives of the study, significant of the study, scope and
limitation of the study, and the definition of key terms.

A. Background of the Study

In order to master a language, students have to develop the
four principal of language skills; they are reading, listening, writing,
and speaking. As we know that speaking is the most important
principal of language, because the main reason in learning a
language is to be able to communicate it. Therefore, people cannot
be considered as effective language users if they cannot speak the
language. In line with that, in learning a language, it takes years in
order to develop the ability. Unfortunately, in Indonesia, despite
how many years students spend in learning English which is from
elementary or even from pre-school or kindergarten until senior
high school or even university, yet they still cannot master the
language well.

Since school is the only environment that students get the
chance to learn and practice the language, not all students have
positive believe nor positive attitude toward the language. Actually,
some of the students still have negative beliefs towards English.
The negative beliefs lead to negative attitude towards English, such
as class anxiety, low cognitive achievement, and negative attitudes®.
Students with negative beliefs towards English, who cannot cope
with the task given by the teacher and feel less motivated in
learning the language, will release their frustration with disruptive
behavior®. The disruptive behaviors that commonly occur during the
learning process are sleeping during the class, texting, talking with
their friends, avoiding teachers’ order or even skipping the class.
These, of course give effects on students’ performance and ability,
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especially in learning speaking. As stated by Gardner that students’
attitude have important role in increasing and motivating the student
in to learn the language®. Meanwhile, as speaking class is where the
student should fully pay their attention, feel free to express their
idea and be high-motivated so they can learn and get opportunities
to speak in the language classroom, they may not soon get de-
motivated and lose interest in learning and can engage with the
class without feeling afraid or uncomfortable.

In co-educational classroom, the biggest problems that
commonly occur is that the distraction by the opposite gender
during the learning process*. In this case, the distraction could
produce negative effect such as fear or low esteem. Aside from that,
boys have characteristics that always being so active and like to
make a scene, act out or misbehaving to get teacher’s attention,
meanwhile for girls, they have less confidence when it comes to
expressing their idea orally and they are more hesitant to try new
things and take the lead®. Also, it is well documented that boys and
girls have difference learning styles; girls like to learn by talking
things over while boys like to just go ahead and get things done®.
By those different learning style and tempo in learning between
girls and boys make it kind of hard to blend it into one class to teach
the students a certain lesson. Facing this kind of problem, holding
single sex classroom is may be the best way so student can develop
during learning process without afraid get any distractions from
their opposite gender’.

Unfortunately, by separating gender during the learning
process doesn’t mean that children will behave positively. However,
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there will always be a number of children in any school who
challenge teachers by misbehaving or act out in the class. Even they
are learning with their same gender and will not be distracted by
their opposite gender; there will be still some problem during the
learning process. As stated by Colette Gray and Joanne Wilson that
academic achievement and students’ behavior did not always
improved just by holding single sex®.

Many reports also show that single sex classes are usually no
better than co-educational classes, the problem have had a neutral
effect on girls and to have been more determine on boys. According
those researches also, many teachers found teaching boys’ classes
are stressful and believed that the disruptive behaviors increased by
their ‘macho mind-set’ and bullying®. In all-boy classroom, the term
of abuse that they usually do to girls is released to boys who are
shy, smaller than their peers and the boys who have feminine
qualities may become the target of bullying'®. Besides that, boys
also release their frustration feeling by act out in the classroom such
as shouting, talking something that do not have related with the
lesson and even making scene just to attract teachers’ attention in
class. Meanwhile, in all-girl classroom are no better. Girls could be
chatty and unpleasant to each other during the learning process in
single-sex classroom. Girls show their frustration by chatting with
their friends and even sleeping or simply ignoring the teacher in the
class. Those kinds of problem really occur in boys’ and girls’
classrooms as when the researcher held a preliminary research
before. If those kinds of behaviors happen during the learning
process, of course the learning process will not be effective at all.
However, students’ dynamic role, attitude, participation and
motivation are vital in the process. Without their activeness in class
activities, speaking skills cannot be properly developed, especially
as the classroom is the only environment which they have
opportunity to use and practice the target language.
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It becomes teachers’ responsibility to manage students’
behavior so they will feel safe and relax during the learning process
also make the learning process become as effective as possible. By
having strategies to deal with students’ behavior, teacher will be
able manage and arrange the best education for their students
because the students learn best when they are feel safe, relaxed,
engaged in activities, received positive feedback and believe that
they can be success''. On the other hand, if the right strategies are
implemented in the right way, speaking in class can be a lot of fun,
raising general learner motivation and making the English language
classroom a fun and dynamic place to be, because as stated by
Gushee that punishing students with behavior problem is not
effective at changing and managing the behavior problems in the
classroom, it is better if we prevent the problem and create more
productive learning environment in classroom*.

One of the best ways to deal with those kinds of problem is
by applying Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS)
Strategies in speaking classroom. By focusing on positive strategies,
teacher can places negative behavior in better perspectives and
develop better impression of the whole student. Teachers also can
take advantages of positive reinforcement for students who behave
positively. Of course, boys’ and girls’ classroom have different
strategies in providing Positive Behavior Intervention and Support
in speaking class as they have different attitude and learning styles.
As stated by Herr and Arms that teachers found it difficult to
“switch gears” between boys’ and girls’ classes; due the fact that
girls and boys have different learning-styles, and of course require
different teaching strategies™.

This study aims at see how PBIS strategies are developed in
single sex classroom, whether in boys’ and girls’ speaking class.
This study also aims to see students’ perception about the
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implementation of PBIS in their classroom. There are so many
studies that discuss students’ attitude in the classroom and how to
deal with it; one of them is from Fitra Amaliyah. Her study is
focused on the use of positive rewards and punishment in managing
English classroom that also held in single-sex classroom®.
Meanwhile, this research is more specific in the implementation of
Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS) Strategies to
deal with students’ behavior in speaking class of each class on
single sex classroom and see students’ perception about PBIS
Strategies. This research will be held at MTsN Krian Sidoarjo
because this school provides single sex classroom and also provides
speaking course where the student can practice their speaking
ability outside the regular English classroom, so this class only
focus on practicing students’ speaking ability. Besides, some of the
teachers in MTsN Krian - Sidoarjo also already apply PBIS
Strategies in teaching and learning process. Based on that reason,
the selection of this school can be benefit and helpful for this
research.

B. Research Question
The problem to be discussed in this research will be
summarized in the following research questions:

1. How is the implementation of Positive Behavior Intervention
and Support (PBIS) Strategies in speaking class of single sex
classrooms?

2. How are students’ perceptions about the implementation of
Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS) Strategies
in speaking class of single sex classrooms?

C. Obijectives of the Study
Given the research questions, this study is aimed at the
following matters:
1. To see how the implementation of Positive Behavior
Intervention and Support in each class when it’s applied.
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2. To know about students’ perception in the implementation of
Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS) strategies in
speaking class of single sex classrooms.

D. Significance of the Study
1. Theoretical Benefits

a.

To give information and new knowledge about the
implementation of Positive Behavior Intervention and
Support (PBIS) Strategies that can be useful in managing
students’ behavior in speaking class of single sex
classrooms of male and female classrooms.

2. Practical Benefits

a.

Benefits for Teacher

To increase teacher’s knowledge about students’ behavior
in single sex classroom and to give a better education and
treatment for their student especially in single sex
classrooms using Positive Behavior Intervention and
Support (PBIS) Strategies, so the student can be more
confident in expressing their idea during the lesson
especially in speaking class and of course can make the
students behave positively. This research also provides
students’ perception that will be helpful for the teacher to
consider the PBIS Strategies in the classroom.

Benefits for School

As a reference to arrange a better education program for
their student, especially for single sex classroom by using
Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS)
Strategies in managing students’ behavior.

Benefits for the Researcher

The researcher hopes that this research can give
constructive income for self-introspection on the
researcher’s shortcoming and also to increase the
knowledge about classroom management in single sex
classroom to give better education for the student by using
Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS)
Strategies.



E. Scope and Limitation of the Study

1.

Scope of the Study

The subjects of the study are EFL teacher and students of
MTsN Kirian Sidoarjo, because this school provides both single
sex classroom and speaking course. The selection of the class is
based on the teacher’s suggestion. The researcher chooses §-B
for male class and 8-1 for female class because they are taught
by the same teacher so the research will be valid. Female
classroom has 32 students and male classroom has 33 students
in total. Based on that reason, the selection of the teacher, class
and school will be helpful for this research.

Limitation of the Study

This study will focus only on speaking class and the strategy in
using Positive Behavior Support and Intervention (PBIS)
Strategies in speaking class of single sex classroom. The scope
of PBIS Strategies will be limited on Bandi Simonsen’s theory
from his book that talk about Positive Behavior Intervention
and Strategies for Teacher because his theory is enough to
cover all the PBIS Strategies that are needed in learning
process. He also specified the level of each PBIS Strategies for
school wide level and classroom level, for elementary and
secondary level so it will easier for the researcher to analyze
the appropriate strategies.

F. Definition of Key Terms

To avoid misunderstanding about the key term that are used in

this research, so this part will explain the definition of the key
terms:

1.

Speaking Class

Speaking class is one of English subject that taught for student
so they can practice speaking in a classroom. In this study,
speaking class refers to course that taught in MTsN Krian
Sidoarjo for Eight grade student as additional lesson besides the
main reason that is General English. In this course, students
will only focus on speaking practice. In learning speaking,
students have to actively communicate in the class and practice
their ability so the teaching and learning process become
effective.



Single Sex Classroom

Single Sex Classroom refers most generally to education at the
elementary, secondary, or postsecondary level in which males
or females attend school or classroom exclusively with
members of their own sex'®. In single sex classroom, the
student will be separately by gender. Meanwhile, coeducational
classroom is the opposite of single sex classroom where male
and female learns together in a classroom.

Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS)

PBIS is an evidence-based framework for developing positive
behavior to create positive climate for learning process'’. PBIS
is focusing on teaching children positive behavior and changing
children’s environment so that using positive behavior become
more effective for them than using negative behavior. In this
research, PBIS Strategies is used by teacher to manage
students’ behavior in classroom and to create positive climate
so the learning process become more effective and the student
can behave positively and feel safe, fun, and relax during the
lesson.

Perception

Generally perception means the organization, identification and
interpretation of sensor information in order to represent and
understand the environment®®. Whereas, in this research is
students’ idea or students’ understanding about PBIS Strategies
in speaking class of single sex classroom. That perception
might be positive or negative depends on the students’ point of
view.
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