CHAPTER1V

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

In this chapter, the researcher would like to answer the statements of the
problem that has been started in the first chapter. The statements of the problems are
(1) How is the use of letters apply in teaching writing at eight grades in SMPN 2
Buduran- Sidoarjo? (2) In what way the use of letters improve the writing ability at
eight grades in SMPN 2 Buduran-Sidoarjo (3) how are the student’s responses to the
use of letters in writing ability?

And as started in chapter III before, there were three cycles in this research.
The topic was different in each cycle. The researcher had prepared the topics that will
be used in the implementing of letters. The description of the teacher’s activities’ in

implementing the use of letters in explained as follows;

A. The First Cycle
The first cycle was held on October 20, 2010. The writing class was done
in the VIII D, since the class was equipped with a set of LCD, hand out of the
personal letter and chuck of the words. In this meeting, the teacher asked the
students introduce the personal letter include the part of the letters and to make

personal letters based on the example of personal letter. The theme chosen by the
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teacher was “My favorite star”. Before the class was started, the teacher checked
the LCD.

To begin the lesson, the teacher started by saying greeting to the students,
he checking the students’ attendance to create conducive atmosphere.

He stimulated the students about the topic that will be taught by asking the
question related with the topic of the day. Then, he started explain about the topic
by holding a short discussion to build the students’ knowledge about kind of the
adjective of personalities. He asked the students about meaning of adjective of
personalities and mention the kind of adjective’ personalities, three till five
students raised their hand and tried to answer the question of the teacher. And the
teacher orders the students to answer it one by one of students, whereas the
teacher can hear their voice clearly. The pre teaching activity above is still was
not effective to create the students enthusiasm to study. However, the teacher
question understandable for the students.

Then, the teacher asks the students to make in group; he decided that one
group consists of nine till ten persons according that line of sitting. And he
showed the chunk of the words of adjective of personalities, and he distributed it
in every group, then she explained to the students about how to play that games.
First, every group should be match the words with the suitable meaning and
adhere on the whiteboard. After the students’ work was done, the teacher and

students corrected and discussion it together. Next, he explained about the generic
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of structure which is used in describing people that to build the writing skill’s
students in writing letters and its make the students understand about the language
function also grammar. The teacher gives the hand out of the example of personal
letters to students and he explained how to writing letters by explained part of the
letters using LCD. Afterward, the students identify the part of the letters together
by little short discussion, he asks the students to make personal letters with the
topic about their favorite star by using the adjectives words which has write down
on whiteboard. The teacher monitoring the students while they writing letters, it is
to anticipate if the students has the difficult words and to control them. One of the
students raised her hand and the teacher pleasure the students to asking
something, she started to ask about one of the part of the letters, teacher not direct
answer her question but he tried to give elicitation to the students whereas the
students can answer their question by her self.

After the time was up, the teacher asked the students to collect their tasks
in the end of teaching learning process. Then, he reviewed the lesson that was
taught, checks the students’ comprehension, and made conclusion of the lesson.
Before closing the class, the teacher evaluated the teaching learning process by
asking the students about the difficulties and responses toward the use of letters,
as a result the researcher also could know how far the technique helped the
students to comprehend a writing letters. The result of letter could be the

reflection in the next cycle.
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B. The Second Cycle

This second cycle was held on October 22, 2010.The writing class was
equipped with a set of OHP. In this meeting, the teacher asked the students to
replay the personal letters based on the personal letter from the teacher’s bring the
topic chosen by the teacher was “Recreation” because, from the topic on the first
meeting, the students didn’t showed the significance improvement in the topic
chosen before. And, Heaton stated that writing is defined as a task which involves
students to make grammatically correct sentences by manipulating words in the
form of a piece of continuous writing which successfully communicates the
writer’s ideas on certain topic43. Before the class was started, teacher checked the
OHP in the class.

The teacher started the lesson not only by saying greeting, checking the
students’ attendance, and give motivating the students but also gave a little joke;
to avoid the student awareness before teaching learning process is started.

In the pre teaching activity, the teacher not distribute the media such
as; hand out of personal letter, like what the teacher did at the first cycle, but the
teacher gave a little different than what she did before, the teacher directly shows
the personal letters about the recreation to the students.

Before doing the activities he teacher asked about the previous lesson to
the students with the following question:

Teacher : Did you still remember what we studied last week?

43 J. B Heaton. Writing English Language Tests. (London: Longman group Limited, 1975), P. 138
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Students : Yes...

Teacher : What it was about?

Students : My favorite star.

Teacher : Great..did you still remember, about the adjective of personalities?

Students : Yes...!!!!

Teacher : Mention it?

Students 1 : Nice, smart, story...(one of the students tried to remember it, and
finally he open his book)

Students 2 : Clever, kind... friendly...

Students 3 : Talented...etc

Then, the teacher doing a short discussion sharing about the student’s last task

such as; the error in language use sentence, sentences and, vocabulary. And, the

teacher started to stimulate the students by asking the questions related with the

topic that will be taught of the day with the following question:

Teacher : Have you ever do recreation?

Students : yes..

Teacher : Where?

Students 1 : Prambanan, Sengkaling...

Students 2 : Dufan, Losari....Selorejo, Tanah Lot, Bali..

Teacher : How is feels likes? Weather?

Students 1 : Happy, enjoy, cool...
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Students 2 : Nice, peaceful, famous....

While the students mentioned the words, the teacher writes down on the
whiteboard and added nouns, this activity aimed to enrich the students’
vocabulary mastery about the recreation. Next, the teacher started to explain the
use of generic structure and write down on the whiteboard. And the teacher
showed the personal letters about the recreation to the students. He asked to the
students to reply that personal letters, which is talking about recreation.

Just like what the teacher did at the first observing during the teaching
learning progress, the teacher played as a real teacher and the teacher was
observed and controlled the situation, and the condition of the classroom together
with the real teacher. The teacher monitoring the students which is written the
letters, it is to anticipate if the students have the difficult words.

After, conducting the use of letter of the student’s written letter, the
teacher got the students to submit the task. Then, the teacher checked the task for
moment. Next the teacher checks the students comprehend and concluded the
content of the closing class, as usual the teacher evaluate the teaching learning
process. The last, he asked the difficulties of the lesson.

In this cycle the researcher found that there was some important point that
should be given more attention. The first was about the technique, because there
were many students were still confused about the rule and contrary, the way the

teacher explained the lesson was good and slow enough, the second was about



49

answering the question, the students were very noisy when teacher asked a
question, some of them did not understand but some of them could understand

well.

The Third Cycle

This third cycle was held on October 27, 2010. The topic that was given
was”Hobby”. Heaton stated that writing is defined as a task which involves
students to make grammatically correct sentences by manipulating words in the
form of a piece of continuous writing which successfully communicates the
writer’s ideas on certain topic*. And, in other hand that writing is a visual
representation of thoughts, feelings, and ideas using symbols of the writer
language system for the purpose of communication or recording®.

The main objective of this topic was to make sentences using verbs,
preposition, and adjectives, nouns. Before the activity is started the researcher
started the class by saying greeting to the students and to avoid the student’s
boredom. Next, as the usual the researcher checking the students attendance,
giving motivation to the students and, he did a little reviews about the previous
lesson. Then he stimulates the students by asking the question related with the
topic that will be taught of the day, it’s to make the easier students understandable

about the topics. Such as;

4 1. B Heaton. Writing English Language Tests. (London: Longman group Limited, 1975), P. 138
45 James A Poteet. “Written Expression” In Curriculum-Based Assessment and Programming. (Boston:
Allyn and Bacon Inc, 1992), P. 231
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reading book, sport, or listening music?”

Teacher : Any bodies, one of you have a hobby?

Students : Yes

Teacher : Ok. Tell me. What’s your hobby?

Students1 : I like reading book sir. Listening...

Students 2 : Sir. And me, likes watching movie in bioskop. bagus Pak...

Students 3 : Sir, may I likes painting?

Teacher : Never mind, I was great. But how is your feeling when you’re your
hobby? or after that?

Students 1 : Happy sir, lah hobby...seneng pokoknya...

Students 2 : Enjoy...satisfying...

Teacher : Ok good,

The teacher started to explain clearly before the teaching learning process
started about the topic that will be taught by short discussion about “Hobby”.
And, when the students mentioned the kinds of verbs, noun and, adjective the
teacher write down on the whiteboard and he also fill note about the generic
structure and give the example. Then, he started to explain it. Next, the teacher
asked to the students about the explanation was clear or not. The teacher asked to
the students to do task by writing the personal letter, by talking about their
personal hobby. During the students were doing the task, the researcher and the

teacher toke around and control the class and asked students about the difficulties,



51

and motivated them and also appreciate the students. Participation by saying
“good” or “that’s great”. In order the students were always motivated during
teaching learning process.

In this cycle, the topic was done well. All of the students pay attention
well to the teacher, and they easier to control than in the previous cycle. And,
most of the students understand about the topic and the students were not shy any
more to ask a question to the teacher. Then, the condition of the class was good,
they could apply the lesson and they could do the task very well too. And also, the
researcher did not find any serious problem because most of the students could

catch the lesson very well; it can be seen from the result of their test.

. The Discussion of The Cycle

Based on the result of the observation of the researcher and from the first
cycle until third cycle, during the teaching learning process using letters was in
progress. The result showed the development of the students’ writing competence
using letters. The researcher found several things that can be noted down. But, it
was obvious class that the letters was effective to teach writing in writing class.
The material applied got positive response from the students. Nevertheless, the
researcher found that the students were not ready to make writing letters from the

visualization in the first meeting. Although the teacher had explain and tried to
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encourage students’ motivation by holding. However, in the next meeting, the
students were more ready in producing writing letter.

In the first meeting there were so many things that were the researcher
found, many different things happened. The implementation of using letters could
not run well, the condition of the class was very noisy some students paid
attention but some were not. They talked each other and they played game by
themselves. It was very difficult to control the class. Someone should practice it
continuously and requires much patience. This means that writing cannot be done
automatically, but it needs process guidance and sustained practice*.

Their vocabulary mastery is less; they got difficulties in writing letters,
and to arrange the good sentences, knowing that condition, the researcher tried to
give them motivation by appreciating their participation be saying “great” or
“good” when they can answer the question and also can identify the sentences or
the part of the letter.

They also were miss match the meaning of the word:

¢ Cocky match by kasar

¢ Sociable match by bersahabat

The errors occurred due to the students’ limited experience of practicing their

vocabulary skill in the classroom.

#* Gina Cantoni and Harvey. Content Area Language Instruction Approach and Strategies. (Califomia:
Addison Wesley Publisher Company, 1987), P. 81
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In the second meeting the use of letter technique better than before, the
students enjoyed the activity, and they were more ready in producing letter and
also, the topic were motivated them to speak up. In this activity the students were
quite active to speak up, Sumarsiningsih asserted that the importance of writing
could be seen not only from its role and process but also from its function and
significant contribution to the development of human’s life and civilization?’.

When the teacher review the previous lesson and mentioned the word
knew, in this second meeting the students were enthusiast in following the lesson.
The teacher still input the material from the first meeting which is add with the
second meeting, Betta and Sardinas explain that the use of related word form
helps the writer move smoothly from one idea to the next. Then, they add that
writer should be able to keep the reader’s focus on the main idea without
repeating the exact words again and again*®. The writer to be able to arrange,
organize his/her sentences clearly, coherently and perfectly, then, he/she should
carefully rewrite and revise it until what he/she has written become possible,
understandable, and meaningful.

And, the students made a little progress in their writing skill. They made a
few errors in their writing and identifying the meaning than in the previous

meeting, they were active them in the previous meeting they were brave to

“ Dwi Ariyanti. Improving Students’ Writing Ability Through Question Based Summarizing
Technique. (S-1 Unpublished Thesis: UNESA, 1999), P. 14

% Laurie Betta and Carolyn Du Paquier Sardinas. Northstar: Focus on Reading and Writing
Intermediate. (New York: Addison Wesley Longman, 1998), P. 212
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express their thought or ideas and to ask about the difficulties of the lesson, they
look very curious and wanted to understand the material well. It can be seen from
their attention when the teaching learning process was in progress. And the
students showed cooperative work, it can be seen by many students who were
able to understand the materials at first time; they shared their understanding with
their friend or other students who have difficult understood of the material and the
rules.

In the third meeting, all of the students looked very enthusiast in following
the teaching learning process than the second meeting. They could catch the
material fast and they did understand the rules well. So, it caused the teaching

learning process ran well as what the researcher and the teacher wanted.

E. Students’ Writing Progress
In this part, the researcher would like to discuss the students’ writing
progress by means of their writing. The discussion would be divided in terms of
content, language use and vocabulary. Xing and Jin states that writing, as we all
know, is a comprehensive ability involving grammar, vocabulary, conception,
rhetoric, and other elements, it has everything to do with listening, speaking, and

reading®.

% Zang Feng Xin and Cheng Shin Jin. Teaching Forum: A Journal for the Teacher of English outside
the United States. (Volume XXVII, 1989), P. 34
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And, to measure the students’ comprehension to the material, the
researcher gave assessment to the students for each meeting. The assessment was

given during three meetings.

1. Content
In this section, the researcher would like to describe the result of the
students’ written letter in the aspect of content. The term content it self refers
to the criteria given by Jacob as stated in chapter III. It contains knowledge,
the point of idea or information, substance of the topic it self. It was found
that the students writing varied in presenting the content of their writing.
Following, the researcher elaborated the result from the first meeting until the

third meeting.

a. The First Meeting
In this meeting, it could be seen clearly the students faced the
difficulty in making writing letter composition. It can be seen from the
table below:

Table 1. Students’ ability to write in content in the first composition

Criteria Number of Students

Very Good 1

Good 7
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Fair 21

Poor 10

From the table above, it could be seen from 39 students only one
students reached very good level. There were ten students 1, 2, 3,4, 10,
14, 15, 25, 31, and 36 accomplished to poor level. Their compositions did
not show knowledge of the subject; also did not fulfill the development of
written letter. Most of their writing was not fulfilling the important ideas
of the written letter. There were no clear description of the ideas and not
understandable.

Meanwhile, twenty one students could achieve fair level.
Generally, their writing only had limited knowledge of subject, little
substance and, inadequate development of topic. Most of their writing was
not fulfilling complete important ideas. Some of them only described
specific things without gave identification. Students in this level were
students 6, 7, 8,9, 11, 12, 16, 17, 20, 21, 23, 24, 26, 28, 29, 30, 33, 34, 35,
37 and 38.

Further, only seven students could reach good level. They were
students 5, 18, 19, 22, 27, 32 and, 39. Those students were able to write
some knowledgeable, adequate important ideas of the letter and

understandable.
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b. The Second Meeting
In the second meeting, there were some improvements in their
writing. It was proved that the use of letter in teaching writing, it can help
the students in writing skill. Following would be the table of the students
result in the second meeting.

Table 2. Students’ ability to write in content in the second

compositions
Criteria Number of Students
Very Good 6
Good 17
Fair 12
Poor 4

In this meeting, there were still students who fall in poor level, but
only four students; they were students 1, 2, 4 and, 14. Although, the
number of students more little than the number of students of the previous
meetings because, there were students could more from poor level to the
fair level. There were students 3, 10, 25, 36 and, two students could move
from poor level to the good level. There were students 15 and 31. In fair
level, twelve students were able achieve this level. They were students 3,

8, 10, 11, 12, 16, 25, 29, 33, 34, 35 and, 36. There were only thirteen
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students could move from fair level to the good level. There were students
6,7,17,20,21, 23, 24, 26, 28, 30, 37 and, 38. The rest was staying in fair
level same with the previous meeting.

While, in good level there were significance improvement was
indicated by the students. In this level, seventeen students were able to
write letter in some knowledge, substantive, adequate important ideas and
understandable, although there were still lack details in each description of
the ideas. They were students 5, 6, 7, 9, 15, 17, 18, 20, 21, 23, 24, 26, 28,
30, 31, 37 and, 38. Most of the students in this group had faced level
improvement. And, there were two students (5 and 18) who did not show
any improvement. They stayed in good level similar to the previous
meeting.

In this meeting, six students reached very good level. There were
students 13, 19, 22, 27, 32 and, 39. And one student was staying in very
good level same with the previous meeting. The rest of the students, five
students (19, 22, 27, 32 and 39) show the significance improvement from
the good level to the very good level. Because, they had presented their
writing in criteria such as: knowledgeable, substantive, complete ideas of

the topic, perfectly and, accurate.
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¢. The Third Meeting
In this final meeting, most of the students had shows a significance
improvement in writing letter. Their writing was better and better.
However, there were some students that shown a little improvement. The
table would show those things.

Table 3. Students’ ability to write in content in the third composition

Criteria Number of Students
Very Good 16
Good 20
Fair 3
Poor 0

It was known that were only three students who grouped in fair
level. They were students 2, 11 and 14. Until this meeting, it could be seen
that they still had difficulties in writing letter. Meanwhile, twenty students
could reach good level. They were students 1, 3, 4, 8,9, 10, 12, 15, 16, 21,
23, 25, 26, 29, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35 and, 36. They were able to write in good
content although no details in presenting their ideas. Some of the students
who categorized in good level had shown level improvement. They moved
from fair to good level. They were students 3, 8, 10, 12, 16, 25, 29, 33, 34,

35 and, 36. While, there were seven students (9, 15, 21, 23, 26, 30, 31) did
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not show any improvement. They stayed in good level, similar to the
previous meeting.

Further, there were sixteen students who achieved very good level.
They were students (5, 6, 7, 13, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 24, 27, 28, 32, 37, 38
and, 39). Those students were able to present their idea in good criteria of
content. Some of the students in this group faced level improvement. They
moved from good to very good level. They were students 5, 6, 7, 17, 18,
20, 24, 28, 37 and, 38. While, students 13, 19, 22, 27, 32, 39 were staying

in very good level, same with the previous meeting.

. The Discussion of Content

From the finding of students’ result, it was obvious clear that there
was significance improvement related to the students” ability in terms of
content happened from the first until the third meeting. The students got
better understanding in presenting their ideas appropriate to the
development of ideas of the topic in written letter. It could be said that the
use of letter was proved to improve the students’ ability to write in terms
of content.

In the first meeting, the students only a little knowledge of how the
written letter should be, although the teacher had explained what and how

the written letter. This was because they still had difficultics in gathering

£’ o
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information or idea, also how to present the important ideas they got in
writing. Even, it could be seen that there were only one student who were
able to preset their ideas in very good criteria of content. It was shown by
the students’ writing that there was only one student who could achieve
very good level.

For more detail, the students’ progress could be seen in the table of
students’ progress from the increasing rate in the first until third meeting.
The table showed, there were only two students who did not show any
progress (0). They were students 11 and 13. However, most of the
students showed progress in their writing. There were 23 students who
progressed in one rate (+1). They were six students (poor to fair) students
2, 3, 10, 14, 25, 36, and twenty-four students (fair to good) and, fifteen
students were good to very good and one student were stated in very good
level. Meanwhile, fourteen students faced progress in two rate (+2). They
were students 1, 3, 4, 10, 15, 25, 31, 36 (poor to good), and eight students
(fair to very good).

In fact, the use of personal letter helped the students in writing
letter since it helped the students’ to gather information or idea as much as

they could get.
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2. Language Use
Language use is important in writing, since it shows the conversations
of the target language. In this part, the researcher analyzed the students’
writing in term of language use. In this term, the researcher analyzed the use
of language features used in writing letter such as tenses, articles, preposition,
pronouns and, agreement, etc. In describing the student’s language use, the

researcher used the criteria given by Jacob.

a. The Description of Students’ Writing Letter In Terms of Language

Use

After analyzing the student’s language use from the first until the
third composition, the result showed that most of student was able to use
language use rules appropriate to the written letter. It included specific
nouns, verbs, adverbials, etc.
The following part was the explanation

Related to the use of specific noun, during the first until the third
meeting the students were able to use specific noun. While, linked to the
tense that is used in written letter, most of the students were able to use it
correctly.
Example:

e She is from Jakarta
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e He is an actor entertainment
e He is the footballer
e She lives in Jakarta

e The weather is cool

They were also able to use relating verbs well in their writing.
Example:

e He has talented to create body

e He plays for an Spain team

e He plays for Barcelona

Further, they were also able to use adjectives well.
Example:
e He has short hair
¢ He has thick lips
e He has cute face
e She is very handsome.
Although most of the students had capability in using elements of
language features, they still made several mistakes related to the
grammatical rules. Those are:

a. Tense
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o He is a straight hair (error in verb)
o He is dark skin and short hair (error in verb)
e He live on England (error in verb and preposition)
o She very kind (need to be)
o She is the singer (error in articles)
o She is has long hair (error in to be)
e [ went to tell you about my favorite big star (error in verb)
b. Word order/Words construction
e They are one of the group band is success
o He has hair long
e She has skin white
e I want to tell you about my favorite star the best
e She has nose pointed
In terms of language use, the students seemed to experience
significance improvement in their awareness of grammatical rules in

writing. Following would be a part to describe the progress.

. The First Meeting
In the first meeting, the students faced difficulty in the use of
grammar. Although the teacher had explained about the language use and

features used in personal letter, most of the students still faced it in the
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first composition. It could be seen from the table below that there were no
students achieved very good level.

Table 4. Students’ ability to write in language use in the first

composition
Criteria Number of Students
Very Good 1
Good 7
Fair 15
Poor 16

The table showed that there were one student could reach very
good level. Seven students grouped in good level. There were students 6,
7,9, 18, 20, 27, 32. Meanwhile, fifteen students achieved fair level. There
were students 10, 12, 15, 16, 17, 19, 21, 22, 26, 30, 34, 35, 37, 38, 39.
Those students were able to construct simple sentences although they
made frequent errors. The error included tenses, word order articles and,
preposition, etc.

Further, there were students could achieved poor level. There were
students 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 11, 14, 23, 24, 25, 28, 29, 31, 33, 36, those

students made dominated of errors.
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¢. The Second Meeting
In the second meeting, the students showed progress in their
writing. The result illustrated that only two of the students who got poor
level. The students who got fair level also was decreasing and increasing
for the good level. Furthermore, only two of the students could achieve
very good level in this meeting.

Table 5. Students’ ability to write in language use in the second

composition
Criteria Number of Students
Very Good 2
Good 18
Fair 17
Poor 2

From the table above, seventeen students reached fair level. They
were students 1, 4, 5, 8, 10, 11, 14, 15, 19, 21, 23, 24, 25, 30, 31, 36, 39
from this group some students still reached the same level as the previous
meeting (students 10, 15, 19, 21, 30, 39). In addition, some students faced
enhancement in their level. Students 1, 4, 5, 8, 11, 14, 23, 24, 25, 31, 36

were increasing from poor level to fair level.
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Further, eighteen students could reach good level. They were

students 3, 6, 7, 9, 12, 16, 17, 20, 22, 26, 27, 28, 29, 32, 37, 38. In this

group, some of them reached the same level as the previous meeting. They

were students 6, 7, 9, 20, 27, 32. While, students 12, 16, 17, 22, 26, 34,

35, 37, 38 could improve from fair level to good level.

d. The Third Meeting

The third meeting was indicated by the presence of students who

could accomplish very good level. The decrease of fair level and good

level still took place as the treatment used by the teacher.

Table 6. Students’ ability to write in language use in the third

composition
Criteria Number of Students
Very Good 13
Good 22
Fair 4
Poor 0

In this third composition, four students still reached fair level.

They were students 2, 11, 14, 24. Those students showed improvement.

And none of the students who stayed in the poor level anymore, four
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students still stayed in the fair level. In good level, there were twenty
students. Students 1, 3,4, 5,7, 8, 10, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 28, 29, 30, 31,
33, 34, 35, 36, 39 in this group, students 3, 7, 17, 28, 29, 34, 35 were not
showing level improvement. They stayed in the good level similar to the
previous meeting. While, students 1, 4, §, 8, 10, 15, 19, 21, 23, 25, 30, 31,
36, 39 moved from fair level to good level. For the students who achieved
very good level, the amount increased until reached thirteen students.
They were students 6, 9, 12, 13, 16, 18, 20, 22, 26, 27, 32, 37, 38. Some of
those students were staying in the similar level to the previous meeting.
They were students 13, 18 while, students 6, 9, 12, 16, 20, 22, 26, 27, 32,
37, 38 were achieving some improvement from good level to very good

level.

. The Discussion of Language Use

Based on the findings from the result obtained from the first until
the third meeting, it could be seen clearly that faced improvement toward
their awareness of grammar rules. From the result also could be concluded
that the aspect of grammar still became the main difficulties in producing
a good personal letter. The most common error was the use of tenses.
Most of them made frequent error in the use of to be and verb.

Additionally, they also faced difficulty in constructing sentences. In
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constructing sentences, some of them translated Indonesian language into
English language. Thus, the sentences were in Indonesia pattern.

Further, the method of teaching in using personal letter a assisted
the students to be aware of grammatical rules in producing letter
composition. The main reason was the teacher gave information about
language features in each meeting, and started from the first to third
meeting, the teacher gave general preview about students writing. Thus,
the students were aware about the grammatical mistakes they had made.
The students’ progress could be seen in the table of students’ progress in
term of language use. There were no students stayed on one level. All of
the students faced improvement toward the level. The progress varied in
one and two rate. There were nineteen students who face improvement in
one rate (+1). They were students 1, 4, 5, 8, 10, 15, 19, 21, 23, 25, 30, 31,
36, 39 (fair to good), students 6, 9, 12, 16, 20, 22, 26, 27, 32, 37, 38 (good
to very good). Further, there were eighteen students faced progress in two
rate (+2). They were students 1, 3, 4, 5, 8, 23, 25, 28, 29, 31, 33, 36 (poor

to good), students 12, 16, 22, 26, 37, 38 (fait to very good).

3. Vocabulary
In this part, the researcher would like to describe the students’

improvement in term of vocabulary. One of the considerations is vocabulary
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is one of the important elements in writing. Hence, the researcher thought that
it was important to analyzed students’ ability in term vocabulary. In this term,

she analyzed the appropriateness to the content.

a. The Description of Students’ Writing Letter In Terms of Vocabulary

After analyzing the student’s vocabulary from the first until the
third compositions, the result showed that most of students were able to
use vocabulary appropriate to the context given.

Example:

e Yogya is a famous city

e The aim of Taek Wondo is to virulent of people

o [ always practice of Tack Wondo in Antartika Club.

However, some of the students also made mistakes relating to the
use of vocabulary. Generally their mistakes were relating to the
inappropriate to the context and their inability to use right word.

Example:

Inappropriate word

o [ see my favorite big star in television (look)
¢ I will say about my favorite star (tell)

e The weather is cold (cool)

e He ever stared many film (play)
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In terms of vocabulary, the students seemed to experience significance

improvement in their awareness of grammatical rules in writing.

Following would be a part to describe the progress.

. The First Meeting

In this first meeting, it could be seen that the students were only

could achieve good level as the highest level. None of them could reach

very good level and fall in poor level.

Table 7. Students’ ability to write in vocabulary in the first

composition
Criteria Number of Students
Very Good 0
Good 5
Fair 21
Poor 13

Twenty one students could reach fair level in vocabulary term.

They were students 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12, 15, 16. 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28,

29, 32, 33, 34, 38, those students made frequent error in word choice and

sometimes the meaning was confusing.
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In good level, there were five students. They were students 13, 27,

35, 37, 39. Those students have adequate appropriate of vocabulary,

occasional errors of word choice, and no obscured meaning in writing.

. The Second Meeting

In this meeting, the students showed progress in their composition.

Although, only five students were able to reach very good and none of

them were not able to reach poor level, the number of students who

reached fair level students were decreasing. Moreover, the number of

students who achieved good level students was increasing.

Table 8. Students’ ability to write in vocabulary in the second

composition
Criteria Number of Students
Very Good 5
Good 21
Fair 13
Poor 0

From the table above, it could be seen that there were only thirteen

students who grouped in fair level. They were students 1, 2, 4, 10, 11, 12,

14, 19, 20, 21, 25, 30, 31. Those students did not show progress in this
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meeting since their level stayed that same with the previous meeting.
While twenty one students reached good level. They were students 3, 5, 6,
7,8,9, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 32, 33, 35, 36, 38. Some of
the students faced progress in their level. They moved from fair level to
good level. They were students 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 15, 16, 17, 18, 24, 28, 29, 32,
33, 38, and students 9, 23, 36 moved from poor level to good level. While,
students 13, 27, 35 were staying in the same level with the previous

meeting.

. The Third Meeting
As the last meeting, it could be seen that the students faced
progress toward their ability to use their vocabulary.

Table 9. Students’ ability to write in vocabulary in the third

composition
Criteria Number of Students
Very Good 18
Good 20
Fair 1
Poor 0
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In the last composition, it could be seen that there was decreasing
toward the students who reached fair level. There was only one student
who stayed in this level. They were students 12. The students in this level
showed progress in his score even though, not in his level. Meanwhile,
twenty students were able to reach good level. They were students 1, 2, 4,
5,7,8,10,11, 14,17, 19, 20, 21, 23, 25, 30, 31, 33, 36, 38. And eighteen
students were able to reach very good level. They were students 3, 6, 9,
13, 15, 16, 18, 22, 24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 32, 34, 35, 37, 39. Those students
moved from good level to very good level. They were students 3, 6, 9, 13,
15, 16, 18, 24, 27, 28, 29, 32, 35. Meanwhile, the rest of this group

(students 22, 26, 34, 37, 39) stayed in the same level.

. The Discussion of Vocabulary

From the students’ writing from the first until the third meeting, it
could be concluded that the use of personal letter was able to improve
students’ capability in term vocabulary. It could be seen from the amount
of the students who got.

In the first meeting, it could be seen that thirteen students who
categorized in neither poor level nor very good level. It proved that the
students did not have major in their vocabulary. Most of the students were

falling in fair group. It means that their ability to use vocabulary was not
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good enough. They still made frequent error in the word choice and
sometimes meaning was obscure.

Started from the second meeting, some students reached very good
level. It could be said that, they had some improvement in their ability
vocabulary. However, the amount of students who got good level was also
increasing since the decrease of students who achieved fair level. In the
last meeting, it could be seen that the majority of students got good level.
The rest achieved very good level.

In detail, the students’ progress could be seen in the table of
students’ progress in terms of vocabulary (appendix). One student did not
show any progress (0). It was students 12. However, there were fifteen
students faced progress on rate (+1). They were students 5, 7, 8, 17, 33, 38
(good to good), students 3, 13, 27, 35 (good to very good), students 22,
37, 39 (very good to very good). Twenty three students faced progress in
two rates (+2). They were students 1, 2,4, 6, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 18, 21,
23,24, 25,26, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 34, 36.

In fact, the use of personal letter was able to improve students’
vocabulary, since in writing the students were demanded to be able to use
word appropriate to the context. Further, the teacher also discussed the
vocabulary in reviewing activity in each meeting. Hence, it could help the

students to be to the vocabulary used.
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F. Result of the Questionnaire
To know the students’ responses toward teaching learning process, the
researcher gave questionnaire for all the students and the questionnaire consist of
ten questions and it was given to the students in the last cycle.
After giving the questionnaire, the researcher analyzed every number of
questions one by one, to make more detailed result to measure the students’

responses, researcher used the pattern:

Total Responses

X 100%
Total Students

For the question number 1, do the students like English? The results are:

Table 1.1
No. Criteria Percentages
1. | Very like 48,71 %
2. | Like 38,46%
3. | Less like 12,82%
4. | Not like 0%
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For the question number 2, what do you think of using “personal letter”

technique or method in teaching writing in the class? The results are:

Table 1.2
No. Criteria Percentages
1. | Very interesting 43,58%
2. | Interesting 38,46%
3. | Less interesting 17,94%
4. | Not interesting 0%

For the question number 3, do the students like the use of personal letters as

one of the technique or media in teaching writing? The results are:

Table 1.3
No. Criteria Percentages
1. | Very like 43,58%
2. | Like 38,46%
3. | Less like 17,94%
4. | Not like 0%
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For the question number 4, do the students like learning English especially

“writing” using letter? The results are:

Table 1.4
No. Criteria Percentages
1. { Very like 51,28%
2. | Like 25,64%
3. | Less like 23,07%
4. | Not like 0%

For the question number 5, does the teacher give motivation to participate in

writing class when the teaching learning process is take place? The results are:

Table 1.5
No. Criteria Percentages
1. | Very motivate 41,02%
2. | Motivate 51,28%
3. | Less motivate 7,69%
4. | Not motivate 0%
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For the question number 6, does the teacher always help the students the
materials or the topic “personal letter” if the students have the difficult words or

miss understandable? The results are:

Table 1.6
No. Criteria Percentages
1. | Very help 71,79%
2. | Help 20,51%
3. | Lesshelp 7,69%
4. | Not help 0%

For the question number 7, does the use of personal letters help the students in

understanding the lesson, especially in writing skill? The results are:

Table 1.7
No. Criteria Percentages
1. | Very help 48,71%
2. | Help 43,58%
3. | Less help 7,69%
4. | Not help 0%
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For the question number 8, how do the topics in letters? The results are:

Table 1.8
No. Criteria Percentages
1. | Very interesting 33,33%
2. | Interesting 51,28%
3. | Less interesting 15,38%
4. | Not interesting 0%

For the question number 9, do the material “letters” is appropriate with the

standard of students in junior high school? The results are:

Table 1.9
No. Criteria Percentages
1. | Very appropriate 30,76%
2. | Appropriate 64,10%
3. | Less appropriate 5,12%
4. | Not appropriate 0%
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For the question number 10, do the topics “my favorite star, recreation and

music” can improve the spirit of the students in writing skill? The results are:

Table 1.10
No. Criteria Percentages
1. | Very improve 23,07%
2. | Improve 51,28%
3. | Less improve 17,94%
4. | Not improve 7,69%

From the result of table of questionnaire above, the result analyzed based
on the research problem. And it was divided into three matters, the first is about
teacher’s role, the second is about student’s responses toward the technique of
using letters, and the last is about the material or the topics which are used in

implementing letters.

G. Discussion of The Questionnaire
From the result of the questionnaire, it was clear that the use of letters in
teaching writing got positive response from the students because they can express
their thought and ideas. Beside, it gave them a pleasure and could improve their
motivation during the meeting class. It proved that letter could be used as one of

the teaching material in writing, since it was not only help them in writing, but
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also gave them a pleasure and develop their vocabulary. It was in line with the
principle rules in writing. As Harmer confirms that in writing activity, teacher is
demanded to motivate and create the right conditions for students. As, a result,
they will write easily™.

And it was divided into three matters, the first is about the student’s
response about the English lesson, the second is about the students toward the
technique of using letter and the third is about the topics which are used in
implementing letter.

The first is about the teacher’s role in teaching writing. Based on the result
of the questionnaire, it could be concluded that most of the students feels that
motivation from the teacher is influence and it’s very motivate of the students in
writing class when the teaching learning process is take place. There are 41, 02%
students stated in very motivate and there are 51, 28% students stated got the
motive in teaching learning process. There are 71, 79 % stated that the teacher
very help the students about the material in writing class.

The second is about the student’s responses toward the technique of using
letters. It can be concluded that most of the students liked the technique of using
personal letter, it’s about 43, 58% students stated very interesting of using
personal letters as technique in teaching writing class. And also, there are 51, 28%

students stated very liked learning English especially writing using letter.

50 Harmer, Jeremy. (The Practice of English Language Teaching, Malaysia: Longman Group. Lid. 2002). P: 261.



83

The third is about the materials or the topic which are used in
implementing letters, the student’s responses were interested in topic chosen in
letters, there are 51, 28% students. And, about 51, 28% students stated that the

topic chosen improve the spirit of the students in writing skill.



