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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

This chapter presents and discusses the review of related literature which 

consists of the language style, the elements of style and the functions of 

language style, and previous study. 

 
2.1 Relevant Theory 

 The writer included Keraf’s on language style as the main theory in analyzing 

the data and supported by Chaika’s on function of language style. 

 
   2.1.1 Language Style 

Trudgill observes that spoken language fulfils two basic aims: to 

communicate information about the speaker and to establish social 

relationships with other people (Trudgill 2000:1). Indeed, Trudgill argues that 

when two people meet for the first time and engage in conversation more is 

learnt about the identity of a person from how that person speaks than from 

what is actually said. A person’s accent and use of language can give clues to 

both their social background and their geographical origins (Trudgill 2000:2). 

Language is very important for interact each others for us in society. As 

human being, we use language anytime and anywhere. According to Holmes 

(1992:1), stated that sociolinguistics is the study of the relationship between 

language and society. According to some conditions that formal or informal 

interaction usually relates to educational place. A formality scale is to assess 

10 
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the influence of social setting or type of interaction on language choice 

(Holmes 1992:12). The student will use different languages when they interact 

with their teacher or friends. Holmes (1992:12) said that in general the more 

referentially oriented and interaction is, the less it tends to express the feelings 

of the speaker. 

According to Holmes (2001:246) the term register can be understood in 

two ways. In a boarder sense, it is a variety of language associated with such 

situational parameters as: addressee, setting, mode of communication, task or 

topic. 

According to Keraf (2007:112) the word style is come from Latin word 

"Stilus", that is such a tool to write in a candle plaque. The skill in using this 

tool will influence the clearness of writing in that plaque. By the time, the 

“style” change to be a skill in use or write words attractively. 

Because of that development, language style or style become a part of 

diction or the word choice which is dealing with the appropriateness of using 

word, certain phrase or clause in facing a certain occasion. 

Renkema (1993:97) stated that style is used to denote the 'the different 

ways'. It is derived from the Latin word "stylus" which means "pen", the form 

of letters is influenced by the way in which a pan is cut, yet it is possible to 

write the same letters with deferent pens; the letters only differ in their style. It 

can be interpreted like this; 'how to write' also means 'how to formulate'. 

Chaika (1982:29) stated that style refers to the selection forms to convey 

social or artistic effects. Style tells how, whether the interaction is formally or 
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informally. It may also tells us how to interpret a message, tell listener how to 

take what is being said whether seriously, ironically, humorously, dubiously, or 

in some other way. Style uses all the resources of language, it includes; tone of 

voice, different ways of pronouncing sounds, even choice of words and 

grammar themselves. 

Wales (2001:371) argued that there are different styles in different 

situations.  Also that the same activity can produce stylistic variation (there is 

no two people will have the same style in writing or speaking). Therefore, style 

can be seen as variation in language use, whether literary or non-literary. 

From those five definitions, we can make a conclusion that language 

style is the way people use the language in the most effective way in 

communication, whether in written or oral language. 

Language style can be found in choice of the word and grammar which 

are used in communication. In relax situation, maybe talking with the friends, 

people may use a casual words and grammar in order to make a friendly 

situation. 

In line with the statement above, Gleason (1965:357) defined style as a 

system of speech types, in a specifiable set of social situations. It is the pattern 

of choices made within the options presented by the conventions of the 

language and the literary form. The familiar kind of style is called diction, 

which is a choice among synonym or near synonym. The words can be said 

appropriate to the occasion and fit to the intended meaning if the diction is 

good. 
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According to Ruby K. Payne 

(https://ahsbulldogsgifted2017.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/registersandhidde

nrules-1.pdf, accessed March 28, 2015 at 11.05 p.m.), there are five basic of 

language styles: 

Table 2.1 five basic of language styles 

No Language Styles Explanation 

1 Frozen Language that is always the same, predictable: Lord’s 

Prayer, wedding vows, etc.   

2 Formal The standard sentence syntax and word choice of 

work and school. Has complete sentences and 

specific word choice. Characterized by a large 

vocabulary.   

3 Consultative Formal register when used in conversation. Discourse 

pattern not quite as direct as formal register. 

Characterized by a large vocabulary. 

4 Casual Language between friends and is characterized by a 

400- to 800- word vocabulary. Word choice general 

and not specific. Conversation dependent upon non-

verbal assists. Sentence syntax often incomplete. 

5 Intimate Language between married people or twins. Language 

of Sexual Harassment. 

 

2.1.2 The Element of style 

 According to Kenney (1966:60), the elements of style consist of three kinds; 

those are diction, imagery and syntax. 

 

 

 

https://ahsbulldogsgifted2017.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/registersandhiddenrules-1.pdf
https://ahsbulldogsgifted2017.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/registersandhiddenrules-1.pdf


 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

14 
 

2.1.2.1 Diction 

 Diction refers to the writer's or the speaker's distinctive vocabulary choices 

and style of expression. It expressed with the word utterance – the art of speaking 

clearly so that each word is clearly heard and understood to its fullest complexity 

and extremity. This secondary sense concerns pronunciation and tone, rather than 

word choice and style. 

 Diction is the other important consideration in speech. Diction is not a simple 

thing since it has to cover an intention of the speaker, be appropriate to the 

context, and fulfill the social and cultural requirement where the speaker delivers 

his language. The society which is bounded with the norms tends to like the use of 

words which is appropriate with the norms. 

 Diction is divided into two types: Denotation and Connotation. Denotation is 

the literal meaning of a word. Denotative meaning is similar as referential 

meaning because denotative meaning gives an explanation as a meaning, which is 

suitable with result of observation. While connotation is the attitudes and feelings 

associated with a word. Word is called connotative meaning if that word has sense 

of value, either positive or negative. 

 
2.1.2.2 Imagery 

 Imagery is the evocation through words of a sensory experience: imagery is 

simply the collection of image in the entire work or in any significant part of the 

works (Kenney, 1996:84). 

 Imagery is used in literature to refer to descriptive language that evokes 

sensory experience. Such images can be created by using figures of speech such 
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as similes, metaphors, and personification. Imagery can also involve the use of 

relatable action words or onomatopoeias that trigger images in the reader’s mind. 

Imagery may refer to all figures of speech. It can be in many forms such as 

metaphors, similes and personification. 

 
2.1.2.2.1 Simile 

 Simile is a figure of speech in which a similarity between two objects is 

directly expressed; usually the comparison is introduced by "like" or "as". For 

example: "And I was trapped in it, like an insect in amber". 

 
2.1.2.2.2 Metaphor 

 A Metaphor is similar to a simile; however this literary device makes a 

comparison without the use of "like" or "as". It is an implied analogy which 

imaginatively identifies one object with another and ascribes to the first one or 

more qualities of the second, or invests the first with emotional or imaginative 

qualities of the second. The word metaphor itself comes from the Greek and 

means transference, i.e., of the qualities of one thing to another. 

 According to the critic R.P. Blackmur (http: //www. levity.com/ Imagery and 

Figurative Language/ corduroy/ ionesco.htm), all metaphors are made up of two 

parts: a tenor, which is the idea being expressed or the subject of the comparison, 

and a vehicle, which is the image by which the idea is conveyed or the subject is 

communicated. 

 

 

 

http://www.levity.com/Imagery%20and%20Figurative%20Language/corduroy/ionesco.htm
http://www.levity.com/Imagery%20and%20Figurative%20Language/corduroy/ionesco.htm
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2.1.2.2.3 Personification 

 A personification is a figure of speech that gives an inanimate object or 

abstract idea human traits and qualities, such as emotions, desires, sensations, 

physical gestures and speech. It also can be defined as a figure of speech which 

endows animals, ideas, abstractions, and inanimate objects with human form, 

character, or sensibilities. 

 
2.1.2.3 Syntax 

 In linguistics, syntax is the study of the principles and rules for constructing 

sentences in natural languages. In addition to referring to the discipline, the term 

syntax is also used to refer directly to the rules and principles that govern the 

sentence structure of any individual language. 

 Kenney (1996:67) stated that syntax is the way n which the writer constructs. 

In the dialogue form, the language frequently ignores the grammar structure. 

 
2.1.3 The Classifications of Language Style 

 Kirszner and Mandell (1978:10-23) divide language style into four levels: 

Those are: 

 
2.1.3.1 Slang Style 

 Slang is very informal language that includes new and sometimes not polite 

words and meanings, and it is often used among particular groups of people and is 

usually not used in serious speech or writing. For example: the word like “take off” 

or “get back” which are often used in daily conversation.  
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2.1.3.2  Colloquial Style 

  Colloquial Style is similar to slang, when used in writing it gives the 

impression of speech. It is not as radical as slang, and it is more relaxed and 

conversational than formal style. It uses constructions and shortened forms of 

words, for example: o' for of and hafta for have + to. It is suitable for ordinary, 

informal or familiar conversation. 

 
2.1.3.3 Informal Style 

  Informal Style is often used in writing tests, informal essays; reports can also 

be written this way. However, research papers are usually more formal. Informal 

style is halfway between colloquial and formal styles. Informal style is usually not 

following official or established rules and methods. For example, the statement: "I 

know you've een melancholy, and I don't pretend to know why..". 

 
2.1.3.4 Formal Style 

  Formal style is used at special occasions that call for dignity and seriousness. 

It does not use constructions and it strives for absolute grammatical accuracy. The 

used of formal style is based on or done according to correct or accepted rules. 

For example: "Mr. Dawson is joining us from third class. He was of some 

assistance to my fiancée last night". 

  Further, Keraf (2007:117) classified styles into three general types, which 

are: formal style, informal style, and colloquial style. 
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2.1.3.5 Formal Style.  

  The formal style is the language, which is perfect used in the formal 

occasion. The characteristics of formal style are: the sentence is relatively long, 

complex in structure, extensive used of parallel and periodic structure and no 

fragment. In addition, the diction uses extensive vocabulary learned words, often 

abstracts avoidance of construction and clipped words. The tone used is personal, 

identified, few references to the readers. Meanwhile, the distance is considerable. 

It is can be said that the tone of the language is noble and serious, because it is 

usually used in the serious situation. The grammar is conservative and avoiding to 

use confused word. Formal style is often used in the ceremonial speech. The 

president mandate, news of the state, editorial, the important speech, and articles 

or essays with the important subjects are delivered by this kind of style. 

 
2.1.3.6 Informal Style 

  The informal style is the language that used the standard language, especially 

in the informal occasion and the form is not too conservative. The characteristics 

of the informal style are: the sentence is medium length, chiefly standard 

sentence, frequent parallel and some periodic sentences, fragments rare but 

occasional. Diction: range from learned top colloquial, but mostly popular from 

abstract to concrete, occasional constructions, clipped words, and some slang's. 

Tone: ranges from personal to the interpersonal usually addressed to the readers as 

you. Distance: moderate. 
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2.1.3.7 Colloquial Style 

  According to the dictionary of Encarta, colloquial is defined as informal: 

appropriate to, used in, or characteristic of spoken language or of writing that is 

used to create the effect of conversation. The colloquial style is the words choose 

with popular words, using morphologies and syntactic together to form the 

colloquial style. If formal and informal styles are complete form for one occasion 

and still formed by the customs, so colloquial style is more lax and relaxes. 

 
2.1.4 The Functions of Language 

 Based on Roman Jakobson’s theory, there are six functions of language (or 

communication functions), according to which an effective act of verbal 

communication can be described. Each of the functions has an associated factor. 

  

2.1.4.1 The Referential Function  

 Corresponds to the factor of Context and describes a situation, object or 

mental state. The descriptive statements of the referential function can consist of 

both definite descriptions and deictic words, e.g. "The autumn leaves have all 

fallen now." 

 
2.1.4.2 The Expressive (alternatively called "emotive" or   "affective") 

Function  

 Relates to the Addresser (sender) and is best exemplified by interjections and 

other sound changes that do not alter the denotative meaning of an utterance but 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Jakobson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verbal_communication
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verbal_communication
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deixis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interjections
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denotation
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do add information about the Addresser's (speaker's) internal state, e.g. "Wow, 

what a view!" 

 
2.1.4.3 The Co native Function  

 Engages the Addressee (receiver) directly and is best illustrated by vocatives 

and imperatives, e.g. "Tom! Come inside and eat!" 

 
2.1.4.4  The Poetic Function  

 Focuses on “the message for its own sake” (the code itself, and how it is 

used) and is the operative function in poetry as well as slogans. 

 
2.1.4.5  The Phatic Function  

 Language for the sake of interaction and is therefore associated with the 

Contact/Channel factor. The Phatic Function can be observed in greetings and 

casual discussions of the weather, particularly with strangers. It also provides the 

keys to open, maintain, verify or close the communication channel: "Hello?", 

"Ok?", "Hummm", "Bye". 

 
2.1.4.6 The Metalingual (alternatively called "metalinguistic" or "reflexive") 

Function  

 The use of language (what Jakobson calls "Code") to discuss or describe 

itself. (This entire article is an example of metalinguistic Function). 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vocative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperative_mood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phatic
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2.1.5 The Functions of Language Style 

 According to Chaika (1982:31) speakers give a great deal of information 

about themselves just by the words, grammar, and pronunciation they choose both 

unconsciously and consciously. This information reveals to the hearer such things 

as the speaker's social or educational background, and regional affiliation. The 

style markers of particular social group or region may be deliberately used for 

other purposes. 

 It shows that the style which is used by a particular person is unconsciously 

tells to other about his or herself. It also means that using language style must 

determine the purpose of communication, with which they are talking and what 

situation they are in. 

 According to I.R. Galperin, (http: //www. levity.com/ Stylistic4/ corduroy/ 

ionesco.htm), a functional style of language is a system of interrelated language 

means which serves an exact aim in communication. A functional style should be 

regarded as the product of a certain concrete task set by the sender of the message. 

 
2.2 Previous of Study 

 The writer finds two previous studies related with this thesis. It helps the 

understanding of the theory method of study and the finding of the study. First, 

the writer found the thesis from SulisMasudah (2008). The title is Language Style 

Used in Titanic Film. In her study Sulis used the all characters in Titanic movie 

.as her object she focused on language style and the most dominant language style 

in Titanic film. The writer views language style as another part of linguistics 

 

http://www.levity.com/Imagery%20and%20Figurative%20Language/corduroy/ionesco.htm
http://www.levity.com/Imagery%20and%20Figurative%20Language/corduroy/ionesco.htm
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studies that is closer to the study of language in use to be the underlying theory on 

her study. 

 In her study, she emphasizes the language styles, particularly in spoken 

forms, which are used in the script of Titanic film. In conducting this research, the 

writer used descriptive qualitative method because it analyzes the data in the form 

of words descriptively. The writer made herself as the key instrument that 

collected the data from the official website of Titanic film. After analyzing the 

data, the writer found that the main actors of Titanic film are mostly used the 

informal and colloquial language style. The next language style which is mostly 

used is formal language style. Whereas, slang style is rarely used. 

 From the analysis in Titanic script dialogue, the most frequently style used by 

the main actors of the film are informal and colloquial style. Since the use of 

informal and colloquial style can make relaxed and friendly impression in the 

speech. It is really appropriate used in the conversation or dialogue form. The next 

language style mostly used by the main actors is formal language style. The use of 

this styles accordance to the special occasions that call for dignity and seriousness. 

 Second, the writer also finds the article from Victor Savicki,  Dawn 

Lingenfelter and Merle Kelley (2007). The title is Gender Language Style and 

Group Composition in Internet Discussion Groups. This study focuses on group 

gender composition and the seeming relatedness between gender roles and group 

process functions described as task and maintenance, as found on the Internet. The 

sample was drawn from randomly selected set of 27 online discussion groups 

from both the Internet and from commercial information services (e.g. 
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Compuserv) using the ProjectH dataset. Results held with the conventional 

impression that men far outnumber women as participants in online discussion 

groups. However, results were mixed in regard to the relation of language patterns 

and group gender composition. Gender composition was related to patterns of 

computer mediated communication in this context. 

 In their research, the methods build on the work of ProjectH 

(Rafaeli&Sudweeks, 1993b), an international research group investigating 

computer mediated communication. The conventional impression that online 

discussion groups are primarily populated by men holds for this sample. Fully 

73% of the subjects were men and almost 75% of the messages were authored by 

men. 

 The study of language style was quite often done but in different object and 

approach. In this study, the writer focuses in discussing the language styles used 

by Andrew and Margaret in “The Proposal” Movie. 
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