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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

In this chapter, the following subtopics are going to be discussed: (1) 

research design (2) data and sources (3) technique of data collection (4) 

instrument (5) technique of data analysis and (6) triangulation. 

3.1 Research Design 

This study was a descriptive qualitative study. The writer applied the 

qualitative research in this study because it was focused the data which was 

taken from a movie. Denzin and Lincoln, in their book The Sage Handbook of 

Qualitative Research (2005), say that qualitative research belongs to a 

situated activity that locates the observer in the world. It consists of a set of 

interpretive, material practices that makes the world visible. These practices 

transform the world. They turn the world into a series of representations, 

including field notes, interviews, conversations, photographs, recordings, and 

memos to the self. At this level, qualitative research involves an interpretive, 

naturalistic approach to the world. This means that qualitative researchers 

study things in their natural settings, attempting to make sense of, or to 

interpret, phenomena in terms of the meanings people bring to them.  

A qualitative case study examines a phenomenon within its real-life 

context. Data are collected on or about a single individual, group, or event. In 

some cases, several cases or events may be studied (Yin, 2008: 17). This 

study was included into case study since some cases appear from the data, 
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which the data was taken from a kind of video or it was called movie. The 

movie itself was Tarzan of the Apes. Here, the writer analyzed several cases 

that were unique with respected to the research topic. The cases were selected 

based on the unique quality or often rarely observed. In this opportunity, the 

writer took focus on the case of Tarzan’s language acquisition. From the 

movie, the writer made such a narrative to describe the important parts which 

built the research questions.  

The writer also used library research to complete and made this study 

perfect. Academic libraries have for centuries played critically-important roles 

in supporting research in all subjects and disciplines within their host 

universities and colleges (Brown, 2007: 5). The writer used some literatures to 

answer the research questions, supported and applied the theories that were 

used in this study.   

 

3.2 Data and Source 

The data was collected from some scenes of the movie entitled Tarzan 

of the Apes, the writer got this movie by downloading from the 

site www.youtube.com. The writer decided to choose it movie because the 

character of Tarzan reflected language acquisition which was passed by all 

humans. As a result, the writer was interested in analyzing language 

acquisition further as her study. 

The writer got the data from the scenes, transcription and notes.  In 

addiction, the writer got the script of the movie from internet and dividing the 

http://www.youtube.com/
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scenes by herself. Not all scenes in the movie were used as the main data, 

there were criteria to make the scenes became the main data, such as: the 

scene should reflect the language acquisition process and could answer the 

reasearch questions. Hence, the combination of the scene, transcription and 

notes would be the main data of this study. 

  

3.3 Technique of Data Collection 

To collect the data which was needed for this research, the writer did 

some steps such as: 

1. The writer watched the movie for many times to find important parts 

which supported the cases that were being the thread of the research 

questions.  

2. The writer looked for the script of the movie and compared it to the 

movie for making the research easier. The movie was also devided into 

some scenes because the writer found the only one script of the movie 

and there was nothing scene deviding in it. She has devided the movie 

into 48 scenes, and 10 scenes became the data of the research. 

3. The writer gave a sign to the scene which was important to be the data. 

The sign was put on the script of the movie and compared to the scene 

that had been devided by the writer. The part would be supposed to be 

important part of it part occurred the cases appear. The example was, 

when Tarzan uttered the word of humans’ language for the first time 

happened at the minute of 39.26. 
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4. The writer made such a narrative or a point which was the chronology of 

the movie especially Tarzan’s development to make the data analysis 

easier. 

 

3.4 Instrument 

The instruments of this study were the writer, some notes, laptop, 

some previous studies that talked about language acquisition and some 

literary books as the reference to find the appropriate theories relate to the 

topic. 

 

3.5 Technique of Data Analysis 

After collecting the data, the writer did many steps to analyze its data. 

Firstly, after finding the important part and the cases which appear and 

brought to the research question, the writer analyzed its cases / research 

question by using the appropriate theories. To analyze the data, the writer 

applied the theories to the cases or research questions and made the 

discussion. Finally, the writer concluded what the results of the study using 

the collected references. 

 

3.6 Triangulation 

Triangulation refers to the central methodological concept comes high 

on the list of key features of good research design. Researchers have many 
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ways to concept their triangulations. There is more than one type of 

triangulation (Litosseliti, 2010: 34), such as: 

• Data triangulation (The application of more than one sampling method 

for data collection) 

• Investigator triangulation (The involvement of more than one researcher) 

• Theoretical triangulation (The use of more than one theoretical stance) 

• Methodological triangulation (the use of more than one methodology) 

Triangulation is often one of the key reasons for undertaking mixed 

methods research, and it also will be done by the writer. Here, the writer used 

investigator triangulation. For doing this research, the writer was helped by a 

lecturer who became the advisor and guided her to finish the research 

perfectly. Besides that, the writer also used theoretical triangulation since 

there were many theories which were used to analyze the main point of the 

research. 

 


