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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of Study

Allah creates Qur'an which consists of stories, instructions, prohibitions and
laws to guide human beings to get prosperity and avoid the misery in the world
and hereafter. Allah asks all people to follow His instructions and avoid
prohibitions during their life in earth. However, those things are not only
restricted for Muslims but it also applies to every single person in the earth as it
can be seen from His word in Surah Ali Imran that “This [Qur’an] is a clear
statement to [all] people and a guidance and instruction for those conscious of
Allah. 3:138” (Qur’an). This verse explains that all of Qur’an’s messages are
enlightenment that provides a lot of directions nowadays up to future for all of
people around the world especially as the reminder for Muslims to reach their
life’s hope and evade them from the sins (Shihab, “Tafsir Al-Misbah Volume 2”
211).

Allah’s instructions must be something good for all people and His
prohibition is to avoid human being from sadness. No matter they are Muslims or
not. One of the instructions is to help each other in goodness and not to cooperate
in badness. Qur'an says that “And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not
cooperate in sin and aggression. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is severe in
penalty. 5:2” (Qur’an). This verse shows how people have to cooperate in every
kinds of goodness rather than the badness although with the people who have

different belief (Shihab, “Tafsir AI-Misbah Volume 3 15).
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Prophet Muhammad applied one of Allah’s instructions such as by making a
charter which consists of clearly defining rights and obligations to unite Jews and
Muslims in order to defend against enemies in Medina. This is named Medina
Charter which represents the framework of the first commonwealth organized by
the Prophet. Beneath order of Prophet Muhammad, all of the believers in Medina,
whether Jews or all individuals of whatever origin who have made common cause
with them, who shall all constitute one nation. Prophet Muhammad arranged them
to always pay attention to each other; he tried to make all believers help each
other to maintain protection and develop the city in equality (Ibn Kathir).

However, there are some people are acting contradictory to Allah’s
instruction because their passions and desires control their self to engage in
badness or cooperate in crime. It is like what Qur'an says in Surah Thaha that “ So
do not let one avert you from it who does not believe in it and follows his desire,
for you [then] would perish. 20;16 (Qur’an)”. Those people who ignore Allah’s
instruction are the humans beneath control of their own desires which makes them
engage in crime and chaos in the world (Shihab, “Tafsir Al-Misbah Volume 8”
287).

One of the stories in Qur'an is about some people who are conspiring against
Allah’s instruction by engaging in crime to capture or even kill Prophet
Muhammad before he escapes to Medina. It happens because those who
disbelieved in Allah afraid that Prophet Muhammad will get a lot of new
followers in Medina. Because of that, they agreed to eliminate Prophet

Muhammad by sending a secret group consists of several men that each of them is
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the representative of each tribe in Makkah and that each man should strike a blow
at him with his sword so that responsibility of the guilt would rest equally on all
tribes. They think if their plan runs well, Bani Hasyim as the tribe of Prophet
Muhammad unable to fight back against all of tribes in Makkah to take revenge
for the death of Prophet Muhammad. However, when the group is waiting for
Prophet Muhammad outside his house, they do not know that the person who is
sleeping on Prophet Muhammad bed is Ali bin Abi Thalib. Prophet Muhammad
escapes through window and deceives that group by asking Ali bin Abi Thalib to
replace his place on bed. Prophet Muhammad can sets that plan because he gets
information from Allah through His angel Gabriel about that assassination plan
like Allah says in Surah Al-Anfal “And [remember, O Muhammad], when those
who disbelieved plotted against you to restrain you or kill you or evict you [from
Makkah]. But they plan, and Allah plans. And Allah is the best of planners. 8:30
(Qur’an)”

The condition of Prophet Muhammad story in Qur'an has similarity with the
condition of American society in 20" century when some people conspired to kill
the most important person in U.S.A. There were some people who had
responsibility for extraordinary crime by assassinating the most important person
in U.S.A. It was considered as a conspiracy because it was impossible if it was
done by an individual assassin if the protections were very tight. It needs some
complex strategies and the participators of some important people who provided

the assassin requirements.
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John Fitzgerald Kennedy was an American politician who served as the 35th
President of the United States from January 1961 until his assassination in
November 1963. At 12.30 P.M, he was shot while riding motorcade through
Dallas, Texas. Although there were three official investigations (Secret Service,
FBI, and CIA) investigated it, a definitive verdict in the John F. Kennedy’s
murder remains elusive and in September 1976, call for a congressional
investigation climaxed with the creation of the house select committee on it. The
committee’s report, the assassination of J.F.K was the result of the conspiracy at
that time (Newton 188).

Six years after the report of J.F.K assassination, on June 17, 1972,
Watergate scandal began with five burglars captured in the Democratic National
Committee headquarters, located in the Watergate Office Building in Washington,
D.C. The five burglars are Bernard Barker, Virgilio Gonzalez, Eugenio Martinez,
James McCord, Jr., and Frank Sturgis, those persons were the Watergate’s five
prowlers. This scandal was the conspiracy set by undercover unit organized by
Richard Nixon’s White House staff. Their activities were bugging the offices of
political opponents and people of whom Nixon or his officials were suspicious
(Newton 379).

Conspiracy was an aspect of the long standing populist strain in American
political culture, an especially intense strain, to be sure, and one that can have
violent, racist, and antidemocratic effects (as well as salutary and democracy
enhancing ones) on the political and social order, but a strain that is neither

independent from nor necessarily threatening to the country’s political institutions


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_John_F._Kennedy
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or political culture (Fenster 9). This was an aspect that existed in American
politics culture from long time ago especially the styles of conspiracy sometimes
had some violent, racist, and antidemocratic effects.

Two propositions dominated discussions of conspiracy. The first
maintained that conspiracy, here as the conviction that a secret, omnipotent
individual or group covertly controls the political and social order or some part
thereof, circulated solely on the margins of society. The second proposition,
equally prominent when concerned commentators discuss conspiracy, maintained
that conspiracy has come to predominate American political culture (Fenster 1).

According to Newton’s preface, in a similar vein, while legal definitions of
conspiracy required the plotting of a crime, society accepted a broader meaning
that includes any covert combination against the public interest, whether or not
laws were broken (Newton v). Both explanations from Fenster and Newton were
indicated that conspiracy was the way of person or group set some plans to get
something secretly whether or not laws were broken by their plans in order to
make their plans finished.

The way of conspiracy was going well when they can manage their plans
or strategies secretly. Because of the way that conspiracy existed only by running
behind the scene. Only some people who had some important authorities and the
desires to do that can be joined into the members of conspiracy. If they did not
make the classifications for the conspirator, it can be detected easier what exactly
the purpose of the conspirator and the way they ran it. Like Fenster said in his

book, each suggested that although the underlying truth of a conspiracy remained
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hidden to the general public, anyone with enough fortitude and intelligence can
find and properly interpret the evidence that the conspiracy made able (8).

Around 1962s — 1980s, United States of America began to make a lot of
conspiracies. There were a lot of conspiracies appeared during 1962s — 1980s
such as Marilyn Monroe (1962), Malcolm X (1965), Luther King Jr. (1968),
Robert F. Kennedy (1968), Vietham POW’s (1972), Watergate scandal (1972),
and house select committee on assassinations report (1979). At these times,
United State of America looked like under control of the conspiracies condition.
Like what Goldberg said,

In the second half of the twentieth century, the alarm of U.S.
counter subversion grew louder and more insistent. A chorus of
messengers gave warning, their pleas for defense merging,
resonating, and reinforcing. Ignoring few leads, believers made
conspiratorial puzzle pieces of Marilyn Monroe, Malcolm X,
Martin Luther King, Robert Kennedy, Vietnam POWs, the moon
landing, Watergate, Bill Clinton, Princess Diana, Y2K, and even
the “man shortage” of the 1980s. The cries of these conspiracy
theorists were especially urgent for they were convinced that time
was running out for the United States. The plotters had not only
breached the walls of key institutions, but had taken control (Peter
9).

The phenomena that happen as stated above are happened in real life and it
cannot be separated with literature. Like what Eagleton and Milne said that
literature has a very close relation with human life and it reflects what really
happen in the real life (qtd. in Rufqoti 1). Like The Crying of Lot by Thomas
Pynchon, it was the novel that mainly talked about conspiracy and it was offered a
portrait of the period between the counter-cultural explosion of the 60s and the

paranoid style of the post-Watergate 70s (Robertson). By converting some

conspiracies that happened at that time into literary work, it was able to enrich an
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understanding of the U.S condition based on the author’s experiences. Because
many conspiracies that happened continuously in America are able to become
popular culture and it can be studied in popular literature. As stated by Radway, if
there is a popular literature, means there is a powerful source to study popular
culture (qtd. in Kusumajanti 3).

In 1980 there was a novel that got New York Times best seller under titled
The Bourne Identity. It told about amnesia CIA’s agent with a lot of remarkable
survival and combat abilities who sought to discover his real identity. At the same
time he needed to fight with several shadowy groups and professional assassins
who tried to kill him. The author of this novel was Robert Ludlum and he was an
American author of 27 thriller novels. The number of copies of his books in print
is estimated between 290 million and 500 million. They have been published in 33
languages and 40 countries. Ludlum’s novels were often inspired from conspiracy
and he wrote that one of his novels such as The Matarese Circle inspired by
rumors about the Trilateral Commission.

This novel showed that Robert Ludlum was the author who wrote the novel
which contains of CIA’s conspiracy resided around the conspiracies that exist in
America. At that time, there were many conspiracies in America which is believed
in the involvement of government secret agency such as CIA as the most active
agency that took responsibility for several conspiracies. Mark Zepezauer in his
book stated that CIA has involved in J.F.K’s, Malcolm X, Martin Luther King

Jr.’s, and R.F.K’s assassination.
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When Oswald moved to New Orleans in the summer of 1963, he
became involved, wittingly or unwittingly, with three far-right
agents of the CIA who were conspiring to assassinate J.F.K (12)
The FBI and the CIA had been spying on Malcolm for years (14).
In 1989, a convicted murderer named Jules Kimble shed some light
on all this. He claimed he'd been part of a conspiracy to kill King
that included members of the CIA, the FBI and the Mafia (18).

Finally, one-time CIA man Robert Morrow wrote a book alleging
that an agent of Iran's SAVAK was hired to kill RFK (19)

Beneath order of National Security Act, in 1947 United States of America created
their secret agency called CIA. In the assassination operations set by secret agency
such as J.F.K and R.F.K, There were a lot of secret agents that had duties to
assassinate their targets like the agents who were conspiring to eliminate J.F.K
and an agent of Iran’s Savak who hired to kill R.F.K
On the other hands, what came to the facts of secret agents life was not as

smooth as imagined, they had done their operations undercover even the way they
communicated each other. The most important communication sometimes needed
to be told dimly in order to make the main discussion secured. At that situation,
communications between two or more secret agents were the most important thing
that they had because their discussion must be contained with some important
things. Because of the way their life was shadowy and undercover, they had to
trust anyone carefully like the former of CIA agent George Tenet said in his
preface book

“As a career path, intelligence is equal parts thrilling and

frustrating, because, by definition, it deals with the unclear, the

unknown, and the deliberately hidden. What the enemies of the

United States work hard to conceal, the men and women of
American intelligence work hard to reveal. Throughout my
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working life, following the ethos of intelligence, I tried to maintain
a low profile—to be little seenor heard among the general public”
(xvi).
Became conscious of this phenomenon, Robert Ludlum took this matter to be the
topic of his novel, The Bourne Identity.

The Bourne Identity told about amnesia CIA’s agent with a lot of
remarkable survival and combat abilities who decided to seek his real identity and
to find the reason why after he came to Zurich bank some unknown groups and
professional assassins pursued him. He started by searching his name in Zurich
bank and then he knew that his name is J. Bourne and he worked for company
called Treadstone Seventy One. When he tried to find the company, there is no
one knew what exactly Treadstone Seventy One is, until he knew that he was the
former agent of the assassin covert group named Medusa. It is a deadly squad that
was created by the U.S secret agency as secret group which infiltrated the enemy
base in Vietnam and also eliminated village’s leaders who known to be
cooperated with communism. This story described enormous pressures that the
secret agency life involved, the frustration, violence, and cruelty treatments on the
part of his effort to escape from shadowy groups who want to kill him.

Therefore, the way Robert Ludlum described the difficulties that Bourne
has during his struggle to survive from his ex agency and Carlos The Jackal in a
detail representation has been delivered so well to the readers, the readers really
felt about how hard and how systematic the conspiracy around him. It made Peter
Canon, Publisher Weekly named The Bourne Identity among the best spy novels

of all times, after John le Carre’s the Spy Who Come in From The Cold.
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However, the conspiracy of Jason Bourne seemed interesting enough to
discuss. He was a portrait of a secret agent who got the result for his failure when
he cannot maintain conspiracy that set by some secret people including him to
capture and kill the most famous criminal called Carlos. The treatment from the
shadowy group or professional assassins which contained violence and cruelty
made him in trouble during his escape.

By giving the literary background stated above, I’m really interested in the
novel and intend to analyze more deeply the conspiracy represented in the story of

Robert Ludlum’s The Bourne Identity.

1.2 Statement of Problems
Based on the background of the study explained above, I am interested in
analyzing the problems, which are formulated as follows:
1. How does the main character participate in conspiracy?
2. What does the effect on the main character’s life as the part of the

conspiracy?

1.3 Objectives of the Study
In accordance with the statement of the problem stated above, this study
has two objectives that can be stated as follows:
1. To examine how the main character participates in conspiracy
2. To reveal the effect of being the part of the conspiracy on the main

character’s life.
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14 Scope and Limitation

In order to prevent non-relevant problems, the study will be limited to the
novel of The Bourne Identity. The study focuses on the conspiracy represented in
the novel. To answer statement of problem stated above, conspiracy becomes the
most important point to analyze. The scope of this study is upon the conspiracy
around Jason Bourne; his effort to free from the conspiracy that created by

unknown group.

1.5 Significance of the Study

This study is significant to prove that Islam is the right belief. Because
Qur'an says for all people that they should obey Allah’s instruction to get
prosperity and leave everything that He forbids to avoid sorrow are the main
values. This study is also significant to be conducted due to both the theoretical
and practical functions. Theoretically, I do hope that it enriches the reader’s
development of knowledge in the literary theory that is related to conspiracy.
Therefore, the readers are expected to comprehend more about it, especially for
those who have interest in the study of conspiracy throughout literature. Then
practically, this study hopefully can give useful contribution for the readers in
understanding the content of The Bourne Identity and the novel as the reflection of
human experience. I hope that this research can be a helpful reference for other

researchers who are interested in conducting further research on the same topic.
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1.6  Method of the Study
This research is library base. Therefore I make good use of some books
including the novel itself as the primary sources and reads information of some
internet sources and other sources such as magazine and journal that support this
study to improve the knowledge. In presenting the analysis, I mainly use
descriptive method. The research follows the following steps:
1. Reading the novel to get the complete and well understanding on the
whole story
2. Selecting and collecting the data in form of narration and conversation
from novel related to the problem
3. Analyzing the data collected by firstly categorizing them into two points,
dealing with two points of the statement of problems. Then, each point is
analyzed using related theories which refer to the objectives of the study

4. Making conclusion based on the result of data analysis.

1.7  Definition of Key Terms

To avoid any different perceptions between the writer and the readers in
understanding the study, it is essential to give some definition of key terms used
in this study. Here are the key terms explained:

1. Conspiracy : Is the way of person or group set some



2. Secret Agency

3. Secret Agent

4. Treadstone 71
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plans to get something secretly whether or not laws
are broken by their plans in order to make their

plans success (Newton v)

: Is a Secret Agency that exist around the

public but acting secretly for their mission through
their secret agent in order to cover-up the result of
their mission although it becomes good or bad

from the public interest (Zepezauer)

: Is an undercover agent that exists around the

public but they always conceal their present by
changing their identity or appearance in order to
protect their secret agency and get some important
information as the request of their agency (Tenet

XVi)

: Is an secret group with the secret activities

which consist of some important men that has
command upon a remarkable agent with some

military special skills (“Treadstone 717)





