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ABSTRACT

Lailika, Hafni Igbalil(2019). St udent s®é Perceptions
Grammarly as A Online Grammar Checker in Thesis
Writing. A Thesis. English Teacher Education
Department, Faculty of Education and Teacher
Training, UIN SunanAmpel Surabaya Advisors:
Fitriah, Ph.D Hilda Izzati Madjid, MA.

Keywordssst udent sd& per ce pcheckernGrammarly i ne g

Grammar is an important aspect of language since it is needed to
construct sentences. Unfortunately, the majority of students particularly
in Indonesiastill find difficulties on howto use grammar correctly.
Some previaos studies fouh that many studentsnake erros in
grammar. To overcome thgoblem, the students can utilize an online
grammar checker. Grammarly is a kind of online grammar checker to
help the students identifying the grammar errors. This present study
focusesonknowmig student sd perceptions of
research employed survey research by administerigpgestionnaire to

54 students of English Teacher Education Department. This research
used both open and clesaded questionnaire a instrument. he
subject of this research are students of English Teacher Education
Department at UIN Sunan Ampel Surabayhao are doing their thesis
and have experience using Grammaltythe findings, the students had

a positive perception toward the use of Grammarfhe students
perceived that Grammarly is useful for students. It helps them for
checking their grammar, the content of Grammarly includes some
features related to grammar such as grammar, spelling, punctuation and
style, it provides direct and indirectddback, and it save their time.
However, some studentdiad a negative perception. They sometimes
found that Grammarly is complicated. It may happen because the
studentsneed good internet accessuse Grammarly. Another reason is

the correction of Grammly is not always correct

Vi



ABSTRAK

Lailika, Hafni Igbalil. (2019). Persepsi Siswa Terhadap Penggunaan
Grammarly sebagai Pengecek Grammar untuk
Penulisan Skripsi. Skripsi. Prodi Pendidikan Bahasa
Inggris, Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Keguruan, Universitas
Islam Negeri Sunan Ampel Surabaya, Surabaya.
Pembimbing¥Fitriah, Ph.D Hilda Izzati Madjid, MA.

Kata kunci: persepsi siswa, grammar checker online, Grammarly.

Grammar adalah aspek bahasa yang penting karena diperlukan untuk
menyusun kalimat. Namun, sebagidmesar siswa khususnya di
Indonesia masih menemukan kesulitan tentang cara menggunakan
grammar dengan benar. Beberapa penelitian sebelumnya menemukan
bahwa ada banyak siswa yang membuat kesalahan dalam penggunaan
grammar. Untuk mengatasi masalah ini, sisdapat menggunakan
grammar checker online. Grammarly adalah sejenis grammar checker
online untuk membantu siswa mengidentifikasi kesalahan pada
grammar. Penelitian ini berfokus pada mengetahui persepsi siswa
tentang penggunaan Grammarly. Penelitian ini ggenakan penelitian
survei dengan memberikan kuesioner kepada 54 siswa dari Departemen
Pendidikan Guru Bahasa Inggris. Penelitian ini menggunakan kuesioner
yang terdiri dari pertanyaan terbuka dan tertutup sebagai instrumen.
Penelitian ini melibatkan mahawa Jurusan Pendidikan Guru Bahasa
Inggris di UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya yang sedang melakukan tesis dan
memiliki pengalaman menggunakan Grammarly. Dalam hasil temuan,
siswa memiliki persepsi positif terhadap penggunaan Grammarly. Para
siswa merasa bahwa &nmarly bermanfaat bagi siswa. Grammarly
membantu mereka untuk memeriksa grammar mereka, konten
Grammarly mencakup beberapa fitur yang berkaitan dengan grammar
seperti grammar, pengejaan, tanda baca dan gaya tulisan, Grammarly
memberikan umpan balik langsy dan tidak langsung, dan Grammarly
menghemat waktu mereka. Namun, ada juga siswa yang memiliki
persepsi negatif. Mereka terkadang menemukan bahwa Grammarly
rumit. Itu mungkin terjadi karena para siswa memerlukan aksesibilitas
internet yang baik untuk mggunakan Grammarly. Alasan lain adalah
koreksiGrammarly tidak selalu benar.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
This chapter presents the background of the study that
describes the reason why the researcher conducts this research. This
research also states research question, objective of research, significance
of rearch, scope an limitation, and definition of key terms.

A. Research Background

Grammar is one of the most important aspect of language
as it is needed to construct sentences. As Richard, et.al, stated
that grammar is the way how to combine the words amédsgls
to make a sentence in the langua@imilarly, Thornburry also
defines that grammar is one of aspect of language that support
other skills such as speaking, writing, and readify.brief, it
refers to a set of rules on how to arrange words, pérasel
clauses to produce the sentences correctly. In this case, people
will not be able to understand the meaning of the sentences if the
sentences are written with incorrect grammar. Considering this,
the students should be able to use the grammarctigtrgvVhen
the students are able to write the sentences with good grammar,
the readers could transform the information in their writing
clearly. Ability to write with correct grammar is also beneficial
for students to succeed in academic writing.

Even thaigh understanding grammar is important and it
has been taught in many levels of schools for long time, but the
result is still considered unsatisfactory, including the
achievement of students in learning grammar are stll*ltvis
supported by some stedi which found that there were many
students who still have difficulties or poor understanding on how
to use grammar correctly. This result was found by Puspitasari.
She identified that the students made errors in grammar, such as

! David Nunan,Practical English Language Teaching: Gramm@&tew York: McGraw

Hill Companies, 2005), 2.

2 Scott ThornburryHow to Teach GrammatMalaysia: Longman, 2004), 13.

® Masu mi Narita, ADBwaasledpiOmdg i @meC@r mmendhe Tut or i
Language Teache¥ol. 36 No. 5, September/October 2012, 23.

4 RamelanLinguistics and Its Contribution to Language Teacli§gmarang: IKIP

Semarang Press, 1991), 3.



in the use of article¥zor example, some students did not put the
articles in the word that should be provided articles. Another
study also found that most of the students made a lot of
grammatical errors, particularly in the use of v&rbhe study
found that students did not @hge the verbal form even though
the adverb of time changes. Also, the students could not
understand how to use past form correctly. This indicates that the
students are still confused about the use of tenses in English
language whether it is present, passfuture tense.

Nowadays, to identify whether the sentences are written
grammatically or not, the students could use online grammar
checkers such as Grammarly, WhiteSmoke, ProWritingAid,
LanguageTool, Ginger, and Reverso. Grammar checker can be
used asa tool to enhance grammar accuracy. This tool can be
effective to identify grammar accuracy. Mozgovoy states that
grammar checker helps the students to find grammatical errors in
the text/ The tool automatically recognizes and provides
feedback toward therrors, for example, incorrect use of subject
verb agreement, articles, and punctuation. Grammar checker also
detects spelling error of words. This tool flag misspelled and
confused words. As mentioned at the outside earlier, there are
different types ofonline grammar checker that the students can
use. One of them is Grammarly. In this research, the researcher
wi || choose Grammarly as a tool
because this grammar checker is commonly used by the students
in State Islamic Uniersity of Sunan Ampel Surabaya.

Grammarly is a popular online grammar checking website
today. Many students in schools and universities use this
grammar checker to check the errors. It is supported by Neill, one
of University in Australia chooses Gramryaras a tool in

® Dewi Puspitasari, Thesisi Gr ammat i c al Errors Made by The
i n  Wr {Yyogyakaga Yogyakarta State University, 2013), 63.
®J. L. Noviabahari, ThesiE The Anal ysis of Grammatical Err

First Year Students OfSMMa c hi d Hasyi m 2(Sufabaya &tateSnistdutea r j o 0
for Islamic Studies Sunan Ampel Surabaya, 2010).

"Maxi m Mo z go v oy ,-Basefl DRulee rfad eGramyar Checking with

L angua g Eetavatetl Ganference on Computer Science and Information Systems
2011, 209.



providing grammar feedbadkThis software is commonly used
because it is easy to use. Furthermore, the features of Grammarly
are also complete. Not only check grammatical errors, but
Grammarly also provides a feature of spelling to idgrspelling
mistakes. It could detect over 250 grammatical and spelling
errors.

In English Teacher Education Department of State Islamic
University of Sunan Ampel Surabaya, Grammarly is widely used
by the students as a tool to correct their errors, eslipeon their
grammatical errors in their thesis. The students should not meet
the lectures to correct the errors because Grammarly helps the
students to know and receive feedback of the errors. Then, the
students can improve their writing. Besides, thelshts can use
it wherever and whenever they are. Therefore, the researcher tries
to identify the students' perceptions about the use of Grammarly
as a grammar checker.

I n addition to the use of Gr al
become an important thing ah should be considered by the
teacher. Students perceptions are important because they are
expected to improve and evaluate the learning to be more
appropriate for student s. Accor
perception is the key components and indicafolearning® It
means that studentsdé perceptions
of the | earning process. Thus, t
considered whether the utilization of Grammarly brings the
benefits as it claims or even leads the studeéotdace any
difficulties or confusion.

There are many researches that relate to the use of
grammar checker such as those by Yulianti and Keni,

8Ruth O6Neill and Alex M. T. Russell, iStop
Perceptions of The Aut omat édstralagas dooraatd Pr ogr
Educational Technologyol. 35 No. 1, 2019, 42.

Freiberg and Bate Measuring, Smpiowng land Sustaining Healthy
Learning Environmentso. 1999.

VErnni Yulianti and Reni, AUtilizing Gramma
Through Genr e Blresnatibnal Apgumal ofaScienoe, Technology and

Society Vol. 6 No. 1, 2018.



Qassemzadeh and Soleim&hiNasution and Fatimalf, and
Godolakis™ These researches have similarity and thieihces

from this current research. The research done by Yulianti and
Reni, Qassemzadeh and Soleimani investigate same kind of
grammar checker, that is Grammarly. However, the research
focuses on the impact of Grammar
it, but it does not explore the benefits and the challenges of
Grammarly when the students use it. Besides that, the researches
investigate the use of Grammarly in Recount text and Passive
sentence, while this current research investigates the use of
Grammarly in thesis writing. The other researchers examine
different kind of grammar checker. The research of Nasution and
Fatimah examines ProwritingAid as grammar checker of
studentsd writing and the resear
program of grammar checken iMicrosoft Word. These two
researches focus on the implementation of grammar checker
onl vy, while this research only f
the use of grammar checker, that is Grammarly.

B. Research Questions
Based on the research backgroundvah the research
guestion of this study is AWhat
use of Grammarly as an online grammar checker in thesis writing
in UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya?bdo

C. Objectives of The Study
The objective of the research is to know the studend
perceptions about the use of Grammarly in thesis writing of
English Teacher Education Department at UIN Sunan Ampel
Surabaya. This includes identifying their perceptions about the
benefits and weakneses of using Grammarly as an online
grammar checker.

MAbol fazl Qassemzadeh and Hassan Soleimani,
Grammarly Software and Teachers on Learning Passive Structures by Iranian EFL

L e a r nTaeeory and Practice in Language Studigsl. 6 No. 9, 2016.

2pisyahNasit i on and Sitti Fatimah, fAThe Use of P
Wr i t Uomrgabof English Language Teachingpl. 7 No.2, 2018.



D. Significance of The Study

This research is expected to give an advantage to the
students, the lecturers, and the further researcher. The advantages
are mentioned below:

For the students of English Teacher Education
Department, this research gives infotima of new way of
checking grammar done online. With this research, the students
can understand how to use Grammarly as an online grammar
checker to check grammar mistakes, especially in writing.

For the lecturers, this research is very useful. This
reseach gives information for the lectures about using
Grammarly as an online grammar checker. By knowing this, the
|l ectures can wuse it to help thei
their work in writing.

For the further researcher, this research is also ukeful
them who are interested in a similar topic. This research can be a
reference in conducting further research.

E. Scope and Limitation of The Study

The scope of this research is
the use of Grammarly that only focus on free warsof
Grammarly. This includes the positive and negative perceptions
of the use of Grammarly.

The limitation of this research is the students who take
thesis writing and ever use Grammarly as an online grammar
checker in English Teacher Education Deparitrat UIN Sunan
Ampel Surabaya.

F. Definition of Key Terms
1 Studentsd Perception
Perception is forming the representation of mental by

organizing, identifying, and interpreting a sensatibm
t his research, t he term perc
interpreaition about the experience of using Grammarly as
an online grammar checker in thesis writing.

2. Positive Perception

“Daniel L. Schactet Daniel T. Gilberti Daniel M. WegnerPsychologgUnited States of
America: Worth Publisher 2009), 123.



Positive perception is a meaningful insight of certain
thing, it boost the confidence and self strength of oneself
in facing this world®® Postive perception refers to the
studentsd agreement toward
grammar checker.

3. Negative Perception

Negative perception is a tendency to only look up for
their own desires, also the attempt of obtaining and
showing off the worth within tir self'® Negative
perception refers to the students response who did not
believe that Grammarly help them check their grammar
properly.

4. Grammarly

Grammarly is an application of English grammar
checker. The term Grammarly refers to an application
used bythe students to check their grammar when they
write a thesis.

5. Thesis Writing

Thesis writing is one learning course in every campus
as a requirement to get a degree. Every university students
should complete thesis writing in order to graduate. So,
thesiswr i ting in this research
compulsory subject for their degree.

Catherine E. Burnsgt.al Pediatric Primary Care Fift Edition(United States of
America: Library of Congress Cataloging, 2009), 304.
16Catherine E. Burnst.al,Pediatric Primary Care..........cccceeeveeviieeniierenns 304



CHAPTER I
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

This chapter discusses some issues and theories related to the
problems of the research, which are used as reference totkmerige
problems discussed in this research. There are some points that
discussed such as perception, grammar, grammar checker and thesis.
Another point is the review of some previous studies that related to this
research

A. Theoretical Framework
1. Perceptin
a. Definition of Perception

It i s i mportant to di ffere
06sensationbé because they are
perception is separate from the process of sensation
eventhough both of them have strong relation. Sensation is
consciaus experience from the stimulation of a sense
organ!’ It means that anything about physical world that
our sensory receptors perceive can be called as a
sensation. While perception is the set of processes we use
to figure out the sensatidfi. Furthermore, Schacter
describes the process of forming perceptions those
organizing, identifying, and interpreting the sensatibn.
The perceptual process begins with selecting the sensation
by our brain and ends with our interpretation of the
sensation.

The process operception can be affected by many
things such as experience, ability, and environment. For
example, when our eyes perceive the sentences. Actually,
our eyes as the sensory organ are not seeing the words, but
our brain process the information that we I@er eyes
are encoding different shapes and patterns of light
reflecting off the page, then the brain will convert those
shapes into a coherent mental representation of words and

"DanielL. Schacteii Daniel T. Gilberti Daniel M. WegnerPsychologgUnited States of
America: Worth Publishers, 2009), 123.

BMike May, Sensation and Perceptiglnited States oAmerica: Chelsea House, 2007),
2.

“Daniel L. Schactei Daniel T. Gilberti DanielM. Wegner Psychology............. 123.
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concepts. This process happens unconsciously and
automatically in our brain.

I n addition, Mont ague states
is the studentso % roeihsiantg ab o u
when we listen to the rock music, we feel annoyed and
decide to turn off the music, or maybe we feel entertained
and decide to continue to listethe music. Feeling
annoyed and entertained is our perceptions of the rock
music. In this case, this research would like to know the
studentsd perception of their
Grammarly.

Perception of the same senses may be various from
onerson to another. It happer
brain interprets stimuli differently based on that
individual 6s l earning, me mo
expectations. Absolutely there are two or more different
responses when people are asked about their pemept
of the same picture. In brief, people may perceive
somethings in a different way and form a variety of ideas
from these perceptions. For example the students that is
studying English in the class have different perception of
the process of teachidgarning English in the class. As
Montague stated above, one of the reason is they have
different feelings. Another reason is the differences of
their individual so |l earning,
expectation.

b. The Importance of Perception

The important aspecin evaluation of learning is
perception. It is supported by Chen which stated that the
perceptions of the students are crucial to evaluate the
effectiveness o f teaching. A f
perceptions, the teacher or institution can evaluate the
course whether it is appropriate or not for students.
According to Freiberg, studer
components and indicator of learnifig. Similarly,

®Marjorie Montague, fAStudent Perception, Mat
Di s s a b Pehnsyivana State Univol.8 No.1, 1997, 46.
Z Freiberg and Stein, iMeasur i nyglearnihgnpr ovi n

Environments." 1999.



Dornyei states, perception has a big role in determining
success or failure in any learning sition?* Van Petegem
said that |l earning outcome <ca
perceptio°"The studentsd perceptior
role in learning. Therefore, the teacher should consider the
studentsd perceptions.
c. Types of Perception

Self-perception rfers to all personal actions and
thoughts about themselves. It is also prejudiced by the
reaction of others to them. Then, this perception will
influence personsd attitude a
each individual obtain and choices each human being
méekes all the way through life. There are two types of
perception; positive and negative perceptiths.

Positive perceptionis a meaningful insight of certain
thing, it boost the confidence and self strength of oneself
in facing this world, bearing the lifetsbstacles, and most
importantly focusing on the outer side of self. it also
evolves the conviction of certain bond and being kind to
people.

Negative perceptionis a tendency to only look up for
their own desires, also the attempt of obtaining and
showingoff the worth within their self.

2. English Grammar
a. Definition of Grammar
There are many definition of grammar. According to
Huddleston, grammar is the form of sentences and smaller
units such as clauses, phrases, and wor&milarly,
Richard, et al. dé&fie that grammar as a language
description and a method of combining the sentence in

227. Dérnyei,Motivational strategies in the language classroqiew York: Cambridge

University Press, 2001).

ZKaren Van Petegem et al., fAStudent Percept
2006.

24 Catherine E. Burnsgt.al, Pediatric Primary Care Fift Edition(United States of

America: Library of Congress Cataloging, 2009), 304.

®Rodney Huddleston and Geoffrey K. Pull um,
Grammar, (New York: CambridgeUniversity Press, 2010), 1.
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language which consists some linguistic aspects such as
words and phrase®.Grammar teaches us how to make
use of words in the proper manner. Thus, grammar is
considered as crucial part of language and is used to
produce an understandable sentence.

Grammar gives language users the control of
expression and communication in everyday life. Mastering
over words helps speakers to communicate their purpose
more effectively. Bople will not be able to understand the
meaning of the sentences if the sentences are spoken
incorrect grammar. Moreover, grammar also gives effect
on written communication. Using inappropriate grammar
in written communication, for example, flawed subject
verb agreement Il i ke Owe waso,
effective because the errors will distract from the intent. If
people cannot successfully speak or write to one another,
they cannot share their thoughts with other people.

b. The Importance of Grammar

The incorrect usage of grammar, such as the use of
verb tenses, word order, passive voice, subordinating
clauses and impersonal constructions, will make the
meaning of the text becomes ambigubuss Penny Ur
state, AGr ammar does not onl
|l anguage are combined in orde
affects their meaning. o0 From |
grammar is one of the important things in English because
it is not just to make a good sentence but also it will refer
to its meaning. e sentence is correct as long as it follow
the appropriate grammar rules. Since the function and
communicative purpose of language are reflected through
grammar, it is important for students to obtain good
manner. A weHunderstandings of grammar will mege
students to express their ideas, informations and their
feelings to others. Considering this, in the digital era, there

% pavid Nunan, Second Language Teachig and Learning, (USA: Heinle & Heinle
Publisher, 1999), 97.

%" Hinkle, E., Teaching Academic ESL Writing. Practical Techniques in Vocabulary and
Grammar(Mahwah, New Jersey: Lawrence Elbaum Associate,2004), 24.
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are facilities that people can use to learn grammar. One of
those is using a grammar checker.

c. Studentsd Difficulties in Grar
Thelearners often think that the main issue of learning
English is grammar. It is the most feared thing of English
since most of EFL students face the difficulties in making
grammaticallycorrect sentences. Grammar delivers the
correct meaning of a formulatesentence, so that others
can understand the ideas. From the study of Puspitasari,
the students made errors in grammar, such as in the use of
articles®® For example, some students did not put the
articles in the word that should be provided articles.
Another study also found that most of the students made a
lot of grammatical errors, particularly in the use of V&rb.
The study found that students did not change the verbal
form even though the adverb of time changes. Also, the
students could not understaritbw to use past form
correctly. This indicates that the students are still confused
about the use of tenses in English language whether it is
present, past or future tense. Considering this, in digital
era, there are facilities that people can use to learn
grammar using grammar checker.
2. Online Grammar Checker
Since the technology is rapidly developing, many
programs have been built to support the language learner in
achieving better language proficiencythe Internet is
providing a new powerful, flexibleand efficient tool for
technology enhanced learning. As an example, popular
alternative or complement to teacher feedback on language is
computerbased methods. AbuSeileek states that computer
based methods are an improvement overgumputer based
metods as they provide a greater amount of feedback and
present more individualised material, which makes it easier

% Dewi Pusjitasari, Thesisi Gr a mmat i c al Errors Made by The
i n  Wr {Yogyakagad Yogyakarta State University, 2013).
2], L. Noviabahari, ThesiE The Analysis of Grammatical Err

First Year Students Of SMA Wacldda s y i m 2 T a niSurabayi State anstijute 0
for Islamic Studies Sunan Ampel Surabaya, 2010).
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for each learner to process it at his or her own pace. The
advantage of computer based methods is can access help
individually so it reduces reiety and promotes a more
relaxed atmosphere for learniffy.

Online grammar checker is one new tool of computer
based methods which is used to identify grammar accuracy in
writing. The program can detect and correct automatically
any grammatical errors imvriting. The task of grammar
checker is to flag style, grammatical, or mechanical problem
in a text by highlighting them and give a suggestion for each
problem?! This was consistent with Cavaleri who states that
grammar checker recognizes and provide laet about
grammatical error&

Grammar checkers can identify grammar issues such as
subjectverb disagreement, split infinitives, double negatives,
runon sentences and incorrect use of prepositions. In
addition, the checker also detects mechanical proviwhich
include spelling and punctuation. The checkers highlight
errors of spelling and confusing words. The last, grammar
checkers provide feedback on style and vocabulary usage.
Even though style is rarely identified because it is difficult to
check, sme grammar checkers flag sentences that are written
in the passive voice or indicate that a particular word may
have been overused. So that, the user will get information to
understand the grammatical rule from the correction shown
by grammar checker.

Grammar checker is useful for students. The tool can
i mprove t he student so wr it
proficiency in grammar by providing correction of grammar
errors. The students learn by themselves from the feedback
provided by grammar checker tmake the writing more
readable and clear. Jayavalan states, Grammar checker

30A.

F.

grammar induct i vRdCALL &/0l.21 Nd.&d09,819336. el yv. 0
81 patricia J. McAlexander, "Checking The Grammar Checker: Integrating Grammar
I nstruct i onJoumialtofflBasWiitingah g9ONo. 2, 2000,125.

2Mi chelle Cavaleri and Saib Dianati, #fAYou

Abuseil eek. fi T-based eotiréeeon the leafninguos i n g

a

W

The Usefulnes® f an Online Grammar Checkwmlofas Perc
Academic Language & Learninyol.10, No.1, 2016, 224.



13

promotes selflirected learning where the students are aware
of their own learning process and the mistakes they make
when they writé” In addition, Potter and Fuller state, theus
of Engl i sh grammar checker
motivation, engagement and confidence in grammar files.
The tool makes the students to be independent learners who
are not afraid to write although they make mistakes when they
write because they can kwoand correct the errors in their
writing by themselves.

There are many grammar checkers available. For
example, since the mi@l0s, word processing programs have
appeared with a feature of spelling and grammar checker. It
happens if the students write text in Microsoft word,
directly the errors appear with a red line below them. In
present times, there are several programs of grammar
checkers done online such as Grammarly, Prowritingaid,
Ginger online, Grammark, PaperRater, Language Tool, and
White Smole.

a. Grammarly

Grammarly is one of popular online grammar checker
today. Grammarly was founded in 2009 by Maz Lytvyn
and Alex Shevchenko. Grammarly is touted as the most
accurate English grammar check&mMany students in
schools and universities use thisagmar checker to
check the errors. It is proven by one of University in
Australia chooses Grammarly as a tool in providing
grammar feedbac¥ In addition, students in State Islamic
University of Sunan Ampel Surabaya use it to check their
grammar in writirg.

#¥Kal pana Jayavalan and Abu Bakar Razali,

to I mprove

“Reva

®¥Rut h

Perceptions of The Automate Feedb ac k

i E

Secondar y ESstsuadye nWrsi & iEwinggdl.i svhoINa r2r &

Potter and Dorothy Fuller, AMy New T
Checker i n Wr iEnglish 3purfalivael.198 Noclt2008.n . O
®Michelle Cavaleri and Saib Di aammar2The i You
Useful ness of An Onl i ne Gr ammar Checker
Academic Language & Learning. Vol. 10, No. 1, 201&226.

O6 Nei Il and Al ex M. T. Russel I, iStop

Educational Technology. Vol.35 No.1, 2019, 42.

a S

Program Grammarl yo.
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There are two versions of Grammarly, those are free
and premiunt/ Grammarly for free only provides the
features that relate to style, grammar, spelling,
punctuation errors. The errors related to wordy sentence,
and improper formating are categorizeddaature of style.

Grammar is an important aspect of language since it is needed

to construct sentences. Unfortunately, the majority of students . ¢ @
particularly in Indonesia stil find difficulties on how to use rowto > [EAE)
grammar correctly. Some previous studies found that there are

. 1t appears that you have an extra space between the
many students who make errers in grammar. To overcome these
words how and to, Consider remaving the extra space.

problem, the students can utilize an online grammar checker.
Grammarly is a kind of enline grammar checker to help the

students identifying the grammar errors. This present study + there are many studnis wha make

focuses on knowing students’ perceptions of the use of

Grammarly. This research employed survey research by + these problem - Changs t
administering questionnaire to 54 students of English Teacher
Education Department. This research used both open and close- + thegrammar - Remove the articla

ended questionnaire as instrument. The subject of this research

are students of English Teacher Education Department at UIN + questionnaire
Sunan Ampel Surabaya who are doing their thesis and have

experience using Grammarly. In the findings, the students had o instrument - Add an arti

Figure 2.1 Feature of style in Grammairlymproper
formating

+ howto « Remove the spacs
Grammar is an important aspect of language since it is neaded

to construct sentences. Unfortunately, the majority of students
particularly in Indanesia still find difficulties on how to use

grammar correctly. Some previous studies found that therejare many students make

many students who make errors in grammar. To overcome these
—_— T sentence may be consigered worsy: Cansider

prablem, the students can utilize an online grammar checker. S
Grammarly is a kind of online grammar checker to help the

students identifying the grammar errars. This present study

focuses on knowing students' perceptions of the use of « thess problem
Grammarly. This research employed survey research by

administering questionnaire to 54 students of English Teacher + the grammar - Rer
Education Department. This research used both open and close-

ended questiannaire as instrument. The subject of this research

are students of English Teacher Education Department at UIN
Sunan Ampel Surabaya who are daing their thesis and have « instrument « Add an article

experience using Grammarly. In the findings, the students had

Figure 2.2 Feature of style in GrammairlyWordy
sentence
Then, the errors related to subjeetrb agreement, the
use of article, incorrect noun number, and wrong or
missirg prepositions are included in feature of grammar.

Muhammad Nova, #AUtilizing Grammarly in Eval
Research on EFL SRramdeJounaMol 78r.p 20Ag8& nc e o .
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students’ perceptions of the use of Grammarly. This research
employed survey research by administering a questionnaire to 54
students of English Teacher Education Department. This
research used both open and close-ended questionnaire as
instrument. The subject of this research are students of English

Teacher Education Department at UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya

who ara doing ther thesis and have experience using Grammarly S A e R
In the findings, the students had positive perception toward the

use of Grammarly. The students perceived that Grammarly is

useful for students. It helps them for checking their grammar, . thevers

the content of Grammarly includes some features related to

grammar such as grammar, spelling, punctuation and style, it + have

provides direct and indirect feedback, and it save their time.

However, there were also students who had negative perception. + positive - A
They imes found that yis i it may
happen because the students need good internet accessibility to « and - Agda

use Grammarly. Another reason i the correction of Grammarly is

not always correct. « save
—

Figure 2.3 Feature of grammar in Grammarljhe
use of article

grammar such as grammar, spalling, punctuatian and style, it
provides direct and indirect feedback, and it save their time. (LR saves |

However, there were also students who had negative perception.

They sametimes found that Grammarly is complicated. [t may et wtresrnt Gt homging 1 e
happen because the students need good internet accessibility to
use Grammarly. Another reason is the correction of Grammarly is

not always correct. » there were also students who had + Changs t

Figure 2.4 Feature of grammar in Grammaérigubject
verb agreement

Besides, Grammarly also flag misspelled and confused

words and theyra included in spelling feature.

instrument. The subject of this research are students of English et M
Teacher Education Department at UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya =
who are doing their thesis and have experience using Grammarly. g i
In the findings, the students had positive perception toward the
use of Grammarly. The students perceived that Grammarly is ks
useful for students. It helps them for checking their grammar, e~
the content of Grammarly includes some features related to
grammar such as grammar, spelling, punctuation, and style, it
provides direct and indirect feedback, and it saves their time. AR
However, some students had negative perception. They
found that is It may happen L4
because the students need good internet accefsibility to use accessibility >
Grammarly. Another reason is the correction of Grammarly is not
The word accessibity dossn' seem to
always correct. Consider replacingit with a ditferent one.

Figure 2.5 Feature of Spelling in Grammarly
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students’ perceptions of the use of Grammarly. This research
employed survey research by administering a questionnaire to 54
students of English Teacher Education Department. This
research used both open and close-ended questionnaire as
instrument. The subject of this research are students of English
Teacher Education Department at UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya
who are doing their thesis and have experience using Grammarly.
In the findings, the students had positive perception toward the
use of Grammarly. The students perceived that Grammarly is
useful for students. It helps them for checking their grammar,
the content of Grammarly includes some features related to
grammar such as grammar, spelling, punctuation and style, it
provides direct and indirct feedback, and it save their time.

However, there were also students who had negative perception.

They found that is It may
happen because the students need good internet accessibility to
use Grammarly. Another reason is the correction of Grammarly is

not always correct.

identifying small
inappropriate of articles. Wi the feature of premium
version is more complete. Besides, the users need to pay

Gr ammar

Figure 2.6 Feature of Punctuation in Grammarly

The free version of Grammarly is efficient in

mistakes

This grammar

create a

®BMichell e
ness of An

Usef ul

Cavaleri and

checker

Online

like comma errors and

when t hey access it
checks an additional 150 grammar points and provides
plagiarism detection, vocabulary enhancement

suggestions, a contextuadpelling featuré® It also
provides both short and long explanation of each grammar
error. In this research, the researcher only focuses on free
version of Grammarly because most students in State
Islamic University of Sunan Ampel Surabaya use the
version.

can

fifcardo that

Sai b Dianati, fi

be accessed on
www.Grammarly.com. Grammarly works by scanning a
text which is uploaded into the input box. Then,
Grammarly will highlight some probably incorrect words
and
with an explanation and a suggestion on how to rewrite it
correctly. The user can accept or ignore the suggestion.

s hov

You

Gr a mma r Joudl efc k er as

Academic Language & Learningol. 10, No. 1, 2016. A227.
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The users get many advantages of Grammarly. First,
Grammarly provides direct and indirect feedback. Direct
feedback can be provided using the eotion and
explanation card while indirect feedback can be given
using the underlined errdt.By giving detail feedback,
the students could revise the errors by themselves and gain
a better understanding of grammar rfesSecondly,
Grammarly could revis¢he errors of writing in a short
time. So, the users will save their time by using this tool.
Furthermore, the users do not need to pay in using some
features of Grammarly in free version. Even though
premium service has more comprehensive features than
free service, but the students seem to prefer to choose the
freeservice. The last, the users can develop their
confidence in writing. They check the errors by
themselves, so the users will not shy or afraid to write and
receive feedback from others.

Even tlough Grammarly is sophisticated enough, the
users should carefully consider each suggestion given by
this program. It has also the disadvantage, for example,
feedback given by Grammarly was not always in line with
the user6s i ntentgdthinktoadcdpt ¢ an
or ignore the feedback. Second, the name, the title, and the
article written on the reference list cannot be changed.
Nevertheless, this program still detects reference list of
writing. Third, Grammarly should check coherency and
cohesivaess of the writing, However, there is not a
feature to detect the relation between one sentences to
another in this program. Then, there is lack of instructor
control in giving feedback that makes student is low
motivation and the writing is less authentlhe last, this
tool needs connections when the users use. When there is
any problem in connections that make the process of using
Grammarly will be hampered.

®Ruth O6Neill anldl ,Alf@eSt oM.!T. GrRaunsnsaer Ti me: U
Perceptions of The Automated Feedback Progr
Educational Technology. Vol.35 No.1, 2019, 44.

“Muhammad Nova, AUtilizing Grammarly in Eval
Research on EFL SRramdeJounaMol 7E8r.p 20A8, 8nce o .
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b. ProwritingAid

ProwritingAid is a software tool which has an editorial
feature that can be aceesl online. Like grammar checker
generally, it checks spelling, punctuation, and grammar
that consists of style, grammar, overused words and
phrases, clichés, sticky words, diction, repetition,
combination, length, pronouns, alliteration, homonyms,
transitons, thesaurus, house style check, and plagiarism
report. However, it is different with the correction using
Grammarly that show direct feedback of error besides the
text.

The use of prowritingAid is beneficial for both
teachers and students. The teashsre able to teach the
students in editing writing while the students can learn and
edit their writing by themselves. It makes the students to
be an active learner. Moreover, the quality of the writing
can be improved without any helps of teachers.
LanguageTool

LanguageTool is grammar checker which is developed
by Naber. Naber stated that LanguageTool is an English
grammar checker with a traditional rth@sed approach.
LanguageTool is a very precise grammar checker
available on the web. The tool offersagymar and spell
checking. The users paste the text and click the 'Check
Text' button. Then, click the colored phrases for details on
potential errors. It supports more than 20 languages with
different number of rules, including English. It can check
20000 characters per check. The obvious drawback of
such system is the complex and tioensuming task of
rule development. Also, the large number of rules to cover
the majority of errors results in its low recall.

Thesis

According to Bowkgis aspécidlcadem

genre of writing that prescribes its own set of rules and
pr ac thilrcreostdorms of academic writing a detached
and objective approach is required. An academic argument

“Dr .

Natil ene Bowker, fAcademic Writing:

(Palmerston North: Massey University, 2007), 3.

/
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appeals to logic and provides evidence in support of an
intellectual position. Academic writing focused the written
product with in deep investigation over the resource to
provide relevant product.

Academic writing is one of the cornerstones of
university study. In all disciplines, students need writing to
express theiideas clearly. However, academic writing can
come in many forms and you may be asked to write an essay,
a report or even a reflective journal article. These different
types of academic writing adhere to specific styles but all of
them have similarities. Fthermore, this study will focus in
writing thesis as one kinds of academic writing.

There are some considerations which writers should
concern in academic writing such as audience, purpose,
organization, style, flow, and presentatfénThe style of
acaemic writing is different from daily communication.
Academic writer should make sure that the writing is written
in an appropriate style. The style of academic writing is
formal*® The communication between the reader and writer
should be conveyed clearlyhe style of academic writing is
different from other kinds of writing. Deciding what is
academic or not is further complicated by the fact that
academic style differs from one area of study to another. For
i nstance, contract i omPhilofomhy g .
but are not widely used in many other fields.

Thesis is one kinds of academic writing. It is a scientific
paper based on the result of the field research and literature
which is written by undergraduate students as a formal study
final projed.** In writing the research, the students should
consult the writing to the advisors.

As described above, thesis is one kinds of academic
writing that has its own rules or differences from other

“Dr .

Natil ene Bowker, .AAc.a.demi.c..Wr.i.60i ng:

A G

“ Tatyana Yakhontovai Engl i sh Academic Writimg flowranStu
Franko National University of Lviv , 2003, 25.
Dr . H. Al i Mudhofir et a($urabayafiStated o ma n
Islamic University of Sunan Ampel Surabaya, 2014), 1.

“prof
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writing genres? Firstly, the formal structure of preserg
ideas. Secondly, author citation in liteature. Thirdly, the use
of  punctuation, grammar, and spelling. Furthermore,
Chandrasekhar also states some considerations to write a
thesis. One of thing is language styles of thesis writing.
According to Chandrsekhar, language style that should be
considered in thesis, as follot:

a. A language used in scientific writing must be clear, not
ambiguous.

b. A long sentence is not needed in thesis moreover it is
complex. However, the brevity is needed in a thesisrter

to not make the reader confuse what it means.

¢. Good punctuation makes reading easy for instance comma,
semicolon, colon, and full stop or period.

d. Scientific writing should be objective. So, the writer should
avoid the use of the first persomi ngul ar pronou
Besides, scientific writing must be passive voice.

e. The most crucial in thesis is spelling and grammar. The
writer should check the spelling and grammar of the thesis. If
there are glaring spelling or grammar errors in the thesis,
examiners will get the impression that it is poorly finished
and will not rate it highly for presentation.

B. Review of Previous Study

A number of studies have investigated the use of grammar
checker, as described as follows:

The first, Yulianti and Reni catucted the research entitled
Utilizing Grammarly in Teaching Writing Recount Text Through
GenreBased Approach. The research was conducted to know the
i mprovement of students®dé writing
and the student s 6of Gremmarky ntwritogh s o f
recount text through Gen#gased Approach. The researcher
collected the data from the questionnaire and prptesttest. The
finding revealed that Grammarly |
students had positive perceptions of thee wf Grammarly in

“Dr. Natilene Bowker, fAcademic Writing: A
(Palmerston North: Massey University, 2007), 3.
46 Chandrasekhar, How to Write a Thesis, 2008.
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learning writing recount text. The previous research was aimed to
know the studentsdé i mprovement an
in recount t ext whil e this rese
perception of the use of Grammarly in thesiging.

Another research entitled Stop! Grammar Time: University
Students Perceptions of the Automated Feedback Program
Grammarly done by Ruth OO6Neill a
researcher investigated the stud
The researcheused a mix methods sequential explanatory design
where comparing studentsd respons
nonautomated feedback. The result showed that students who
received grammar advice from ALAs in the traditional manner
were largely satisfiedbut students who received feedback from
Grammarly were more satisfied. As explained above, the previous
research compared student so res
traditional nomautomated feedback. While the current research
focuses on identifying the studen6 per cepti ons usin
in thesis writing.

The third, research entitled The Use of Pro Writing Aid Web
in Editing Studentsd Writing don
Fatimah. The purpose of the research is to know how pro writing
adcanbeusedtedi t the students® writir
use of grammar checker is helped by the teacher as facilitator. So,
the teacher can instruct the students how to use the tool correctly.

The finding shows that prowritingAid is an appropriate tool for
improvi n g t he writing skill. Thi s
motivation increase. The students are interested because the errors
are shown and the students can learn by themselves. Not only the
students, but it also helps the teacher to teach students about
writing effectively. The previous research used another kind of
online grammar checker, that is ProwritingAid, while this research
uses Grammarly as an online grammar checker.

The next, research by Henrietta Carolsson Godolakis entitled
A Research of the Use &pell and Grammar Checker in Texts by
Second Foreign Language Learners of Spanish. The purpose of the
research was to investigate the use of Microsoft word programme
to detect errors code in text and students respond to the use of
Microsoft word programmes spell and grammar checker. The
participants of the research were four students who study a course
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of Spanish. The finding showed that Microsoft word efficiently
detects all types of spelling errors made by Students of Spanish.
Unfortunately, the programe failed when it comes to detect
grammatical errors. It can be concluded that the spell and grammar
checker provided by Microsoft Word is not a sufficient tool for a
second foreign language learner in order to improve their written
text, but could be useto improve a text superficially. The
previous research examined grammar checker in Microsoft Word,
while the current research uses Grammarly as a grammar checker.

The last, research done by Burston under title BonPatron: An
Online Spelling, Grammar, ariixpression Checker. The research
was conducted to review the use of BonPatron. BonPatron is an
online grammar checker for French. BonPatron flags possible
errors such as in grammatical problems. Grammatical problems are
indicated in bold text surrounded ky text box. Unrecognized
spellings are indicated in italics. In sum, the BonPatron is an
efficient program to identify the morphosyntactic errors that the
learners of French make in writing. The previous research used
BonPatron as an online grammar checfa French, while this
research uses Grammarly as an online grammar checker for
English.



CHAPTER IlI
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This chapter deals with the procedure to conduct this research.
It consists of research design, participant, data collectiomnitgae,
research instrument, data analysis technique.

A. Research Design

The design which is suitable for this research was survey
research because this research aimed to know the students'
perceptions of the use of Grammarly as grammar checker in thesis
writing. As stated by Neuman, surveys are used to ask people or
respondents about their beliefs, opinions, characteristics, and past
or present behaviofé.A survey can be used in many forms, for
instance, interview, internet opinion polls, and various types
guestionnaires. This research used a questionnaire as a research
instrument to collect the data. The researcher investigated the
studentsd perceptions by adminis
students to describe their perceptions of the use of Gragasr
grammar checker in thesis writing.

B. Participant

This research involved the students of English Teacher
Education Department who are writing a thesis at State Islamic
University of Sunan Ampel Surabaya. They were selected
randomly. However, the patipants that can be participated in this
research was the students who are doing their thesis and have
experience using Grammarly as an online grammar checker for
their thesis writing. The targeted participants for this research were
a hundred participantd his number is reasonable as the research
can still calculate the responses. As stated by Hatch and Lazaraton,
minimal numbers of the participant in the research are 30
participants'® While this research had more than the minimal
numbers of the participd, that is 54 participants.

47 W. Lawrene Neuman,Social Research Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative
ApproachegPearson: Pearson Education, 2014), 317.
“ E. Hatch, and A. Lazaratofihe research manualew York: Newbury House, 1991.
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C. Data Collection Technique

The data collection technique is how the way the researcher
collect the data. In this research, the researcher used a
questionnaire as a instrument to collect the data. The questionnaire
was used todescri be the studentsdé per
Grammarly in thesis writing. The researcher distributed the
questionnaire through online forms. From questionnaires that was
administered to 100 students, the students who respond the
guestionnaire were 54tuglents. So, the participants for this
research were 54 students. To de.
questionnaire consist of three chapters. The first chapter is the
questions about the personal information such as gender, age,
semester, and the fregpcy of using Grammarly. The second
chapter is operended questions about the reasons why the students
use Grammarly and the studentsd o
last chapter is closended questions about the perceptions related
to the content of Gramarly and the feedback of Grammarly.

D. Research Instrument

The tools that the researcher uses to collect the data is called
an instrument? In the previous section, it was already stated that
the researcher used a set of questionnaire as a research émstrum
Wilson and McLean state that questionnaire is an instrument that
widely used in survey research, it provides a structured numerical
data which are able to be administered even without the
researcherso® presenc®@lnthiaraghrcho f t e n
the researcher formed the questionnaire into two forms. The first,
openended questions about the students' perception of the use of
Grammarly. Opesended questions enable participants to write a
free response in their own terms, without the linttas of preset
categories of responskSo, the participants describe freely about
their experience in the use of Grammarly. The second,-eloded
guestions are questions which provide-pee response options for
the participant. Closended questionsse scales of the Likert scale

49 Jack R. Fraenkel, Norman E. Wallen, and Helen H. HiAaw to Design and Evaluate
Research in Educatig®th Ed (Mc Graw Hill: 2009), 111.

% Louis Cohen, Lawrence Manion and Keith Morrisétesearch Method in Education
(New York: RoutledgeFalmer,2000), 245.

%1 Louis Cohen, Lawrence Manion and Keith MorrisBegarch Method.......... 255.
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that is categorized into five categories of agreement, those are
strongly disagree, disagree, neutral, agree, and strongly agree. In
this research, closended questions were used to identify the
benefits and the challengektbe use of Grammarly.

Questions in the questionnaire that used for this research was
adopted from the previous study which also examines Grammarly.
However, the researcher did not use all the questions in the
previous questionnaire to suit the need tfus research. From 20
questions in the existing questionnaire, 3 questions about the
benefits of Grammarly are adopted from the research by Neill and
Russell, 3 questions about the challenges using grammar are
adopted from Cavaleri and Dianati researcimd athe other
questions are developed by the researcher. Before administering
the questionnaire, this questionnaire was validated by the expert. It
should be done to identify whether the instructions in the
guestionnaire is clear or not, and the languagenisiguous or not.

Data Analysis Technique

After the data was being collected, the next step was
analyzing the data. In this research, the researcher used
questionnaire to survey the data in which there are two different
types of data. They are quantitegi data collected from close
ended questionnaire and qualitative data gathered fromermtad
questionnaire. Despite the types of data are different, the analysis
of the data was similar. The data was then being analyzed by the
researcher using statisticpackage for social science (SPSS)
application.

There are some processes of analyzing the data, such as:

1. After collecting the questionnaire, the researcher checked
and red the result of the questionnaire.

2. For operended questions, the researcher categdrthe
studentsd6 answer iinto some
researcher collected the answers which have similar
intentions into one category.

3. Then, the researcher analyzed the questionnaire. The data
were processed in a computer namely SPSS. The
resarcher used descriptive statistic analysis by searching
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the mean of the dafi. After that, the researcher
classified in the level of agreement. As stated by Al
Nouh, there are three levels, those are low mean rank,
medium mean rank and high mean rank. Tdwe mean
refers to low agreement. According to Likert scale is the
class of low mean rank is 1.00 to 2.33, medium means
are the medium agreement which ranged from 2.34 to
3.66, and high mean appertains to high agreement which
ranged from 3.67 to 5.00 meeanges.

4. Last, the researcher described the result of the data in
table or diagram in order to the readers are easy getting
information and interpreting the result of data.

%2 Julia Pallant,SPSS Survival Manual : A Step by Step Guide to Data Analysis Using

SPSS or Windows Third EditiofAustralia: Open University Press), 2007.
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