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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

 This chapter presents research findings and Discussions of Deixis and 

reference in the form of sentence in the Interview between Barack Obama and 

Chuck Todd in “Meet the Press”. The analysis the data includes the table of data, 

and the analysis based on Deixis and Reference Theory in each data as follows: 

 

4.1 Research Finding. 

4.1.1 Types of Deixis  

There were five kinds of deixis that found in the interview between 

barrack obama and Chuck todd, they are Person Deixis, spatial deixis, 

temporal deixis, discourse deixis and social deixis.  

4.1.1.1 Person Deixis 

Person deixis is concerned the encoding of the participant in the 

speech events. In which the utterance is delivered. Person deixis is generally 

known as pronoun. Here are the example of the conversation that used by 

Barack Obama and Chuck Todd in the “Meet the Press” interview; 

Data 2 

PRESIDENT OBAMA: I'm preparing the country to make sure that we deal 

with a threat from ISIL. Keep in mind that this is something that we know 
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how to do. We've been dealing with terrorist threats for quite some time. (P.1, 

No.4). 

(The script of interview can be seen in appendix) 

 

The sentence above is President obama as the speaker, he tried to answer 

the question that Mr. Chuck todd gave to him . This sentence explains about 

the preparation that Mr. President obama did for his country to face the threat 

from ISIL.  

From the sentence above, there is a word deixis that used by Obama. It 

seems in the first sentence. The word “I”, it refers to someone and speaker. 

According to Levinson the word “ I ” was  categorized as a singular pronoun  

of the first person deixis. The word “I ” refers to the role of person deixis in 

which the utterance narrated by one person. So, it is tied to the speaker of the 

interview named President Barack Obama. He was the one of the guest star in 

the interview event. 

The second there was a word “We” also can be categorized as plural 

pronoun of the first person deixis. it also can be indicated as a group of 

speaker because the word “We” is to point their self. “We” refers to the 

country of United States.   It can be represented of President Barack Obama 

and his society in United States. 

Data 15 

PRESIDENT OBAMA: I've-- I've said this before, Chuck. You know, if you 

asked me back in August what I want for my birthday, I'd say, "Give me a 

loyal opposition that has some common sense and is willing to work on some 

basic issues that didn't used to be partisan issues." (P.13, No. 68).               

(The script of interview can be seen in appendix) 
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In the conversation above is talked about President Obama’s expectation 

on his birthday that will be held in August. As the speaker, president Obama 

explained that he wanted a loyal opposition that has some common sense in 

his birthday.   

In that sentence, there are some deixis word “I”, “Me”, “My”. Based on 

the Levinson theory, the word “I”, “Me”, and “My” can be categorized as 

First Person deixis singular. It seems in the first, “I” refer to someone or a 

speaker which identified the utterance narrated of one person. The next is the 

word “Me” And “My”, the word “Me” in that sentence is an object Pronoun 

and it also indicates that the speaker used it to pronounce speaker self while 

the word “My” indicates as possessive adjective which is followed 

immediately by a noun, they cannot stand alone. So, it seems in this sentence 

that the word “My” is followed by a noun “Birthday”. Either “Me” or “My” is 

a pronoun “I” and to represent the speaker; it can be seen in the sentence 

above. And in this case, the word “I” is tied to the speaker in this interview is 

President Obama. 

Data 3 

CHUCK TODD: What are you asking of the American people on 

Wednesday? You say you're giving a speech. That's the type of thing, I 

assume, you're preparing the country for something. What are you asking of 

them? What do you want--what do you want the American people to receive? 

(P.1, No.5) 

(The script of interview can be seen in appendix) 
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The sentence above is the second Question that Chuck Todd gives for 

President Obama. Chuck todd as the host, after Mr. President gave the 

explanation about the preparing of his country to face the threat from ISIL, he 

try to ask again about what will Obama wants  to receive after he deliver his 

speech in front of his citizen.  

On that sentence, there are some words “You” that used by Chuck Todd 

to point someone. Here the word “you” is refers to person identified as 

addressee, which is observable in the conversation between President Obama 

and Chuck Todd. According to Levinson, the word “You” can be categorized 

as second person deixis. 

Data 11  

PRESIDENT OBAMA: So, our attitude towards Assad continues to be that 

you know, through his actions, through using chemical weapons on his own 

people, dropping barrel bombs that killed innocent children that he-- he has 

foregone legitimacy. But when it comes to our policy and the coalition that 

we're putting together, our focus specifically is on ISIL. It's narrowly on 

ISIL. (P.8, No. 36) 

(The script of interview can be seen in appendix) 

From the utterance above, it can be seen that President Obama as the 

speaker explained about the assad’s action which he started brutalized his 

people, how they used chemical weapons and bombs until they killed an 

innocent children. So, to face this situation, the American governments have 

to focus on this radical threat. 
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On the sentence above there are some of deixis terms, they are “He”, 

“His”, and “It”. Based on theory of Levinson both of them identified as third 

singular person deixis. The word “He” and “His” is used to considering the 

gender of addressee especially for male. “His” is indicates as possessive 

pronoun “He” which is refers to the addressee. 

Data 8 

 

PRESIDENT OBAMA: Well, I think that it is absolutely true that we're 

going to need Sunni states to step up, not just Saudi Arabia, our partners like 

Jordan, the United Arab Emirates, Turkey. They need to be involved. This is 

their neighborhood.(P.6, No.28). 

 
(The script of interview can be seen in appendix) 

The sentence above, the speaker is President Obama. He agreed with 

the statement that Chuck Todd question about the email from one of the 

casual viewer which is states that United State gives a lot of military aid to 

Saudi Arabia. Because he thinks that the United States need some states as 

their partner, such Saudi Arabia, Jordan, etc. 

In the first, it seems that President Obama uttered words “They” and 

“Their”.  According to Levinson, “they” indicated the plural third person 

deixis and refers to the addressee in the previous sentence while the word 

“their” is representing to something. “Their” also indicates as possessive 

pronoun of “They”. 
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4.1.1.2 Spatial Deixis 

Spatial or place deixis concerns the specification of locations relative to 

the participants in the speech events. It also notably as adverb here and there. 

In the interview between Barrack Obama and Chuck Todd also used a spatial 

deixis to shows the location in the speech event. Here are the examples of the 

utterance, as follows: 

Data 17 

PRESIDENT OBAMA: As usual. And we're going to have to get U.S. 

military assets just to set up, for example isola-- isolation units and-- and 

equipment there, to provide security for public health workers surging from 

around the world. If we do that, then it's still going to be months before this 

problem is controllable in Africa. (P. 9, No. 48) 

 (The script can be seen in appendix) 

From the sentence above, President Obama as the speaker, he 

explained the efforts of U.S to build some health infrastructure in Africa, 

such isolation units and some equipment that African people needs to face 

their problem, because over there, they had faced an Ebola disease and 

they do not have an enough public health.  

In this sentence there is a word “there”. Based on Levinson’s 

theory it can be categorized as spatial deixis which is it encodes the spatial 

locations relative to the location of the participants in the speech event. 

The word “there” also can be called as adverb of place used for far 
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distance. In the sentence above, the deictic word “there” explained the 

condition of African people who faced the Ebola disease.  

 

4.1.1.3 Temporal Deixis 

Time deixis concerns the encoding of temporal point and spans relative to 

the time at which an utterance was spoken (or a written message inscribed). It 

also can be called adverb of time, such as now, yesterday, then, etc. 

Data 19  

PRESIDENT OBAMA: We just yesterday announced the fact that we had 

taken out the top leader of Al-Shabaab the terrorist-- organization in 

Somalia.(P.1, No.4) 

 

 (The script of interview can be seen in appendix) 

 

That sentence is the utterance of President obama, on that case 

President obama announce that his country have already prepared for the 

threat from a terrorist especially from ISIL group. Obama also explained 

that he had already grasp the leader of al-Shabaab terrorist in Somalia last 

day.  

From the sentence above, it seems the word deixis “Yesterday”, 

which is indicates as adverb of time. “Yesterday” used by the speaker to 

show the situation that happens in the past time. Based on the Levinson 

theory, “yesterday” is identified as temporal or time deixis, which is 
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encoding the time of the utterance, was spoken. It seems in the context that 

President Obama states. The sentence above shows that the announcement 

that President Obama held is already happen. 

Data 27 

CHUCK TODD: Well, I think I need to pre-book you for next week, 

because I got another 35 questions.(P.15, No. 83). 

 

(The script of interview can be seen in appendix) 

The sentence above is the last conversation between Chuck Todd and 

President Obama. In the sentence above, Chuck Todd as a speaker have a 

plan to invite President Obama again in this Meet the Press event. 

From the sentence above, there is the deixis “next week” that obtained in 

the data. Based on levinson’s theory “next week can be categorized as 

temporal deixis which is it encoding of temporal point and spans relative to 

the time at which an utterance was spoken (or a written message inscribed). 

This type of deixis also can be called as adverb of time. In this case, “Next 

week” can be interpreted as on the week after this week when Chuck Todd 

will be planned to invite President Obama again in this Meet the Press, 

because Chuck Todd as a Host in this event, have So many question on their 

mind. 

4.1.1.4 Discourse Deixis 

Discourse or text deixis concerns the use of expression within 

some utterance refers to some portion of the discourse that contains the 
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utterance, the deictic words that used here is demonstrative this and that, 

these and those. 

 

Data 30 

PRESIDENT OBAMA: This speech will allow Congress, I think, to 

understand very clearly and very specifically what it is that we are doing but 

also what we're not doing. We are not looking at sending in 100,000 

American troops.  (P.3, No.10).  

(The script of interview can be seen in appendix) 

Based on the context above, the speaker of this event is President 

Obama, he explained that as a president he need to protect his society  

from the threat, and he think that he need to deliver his speech to make the 

congress knew and understand very clearly about the government plans 

that they will do and they didn’t do.  

In the sentence above, it seems in President Obama’s utterance in 

the first there is word “This”. Based on the theory of Levinson, it can be 

categorized as discourse deixis which is to talk about people or things near 

us. In this sentence the word “this” followed by noun to show proximity. 

Data 31 

CHUCK TODD: You don't believe these people—(P.4, no.15) 

(The script of interview can be seen in appendix) 
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Based on the context above, the speaker is Chuck Todd. As the host of this 

event, he gave a question to President Obama again. On that case they are 

talking about the terrorism, President Obama had explained before, that there 

so many organization that focused on primarily local.  And when his society 

thought about terrorism, they will directly think that they are Osama bin 

Laden and 9/11. And by hearing that explanation, Chuck Todd try to asking 

again that when he and his society thought about that, so, it was directly that 

they, especially President Obama didn’t believe with both of the terrorist.   

From the sentence above, the word “these” is indicates as discourse 

deixis. It refers to some portion of the discourse that contains that utterance 

(including the utterance itself). The word “these” identified to point more 

than one object nearby (plural). And the use of “these” refers to “people”.  

Based on the context Chuck Todd used “these” stressed what president 

Obama states in the previous statement. In the case, they are talking about 

terrorism, Osama bin Laden and 9/11.   

Data 32  

CHUCK TODD: Did you see those messages they sent to you, naming you, 

when they-- when they-- when they beheaded those American 

journalists?(P.6, No.29). 

(The script of interview can be seen in appendix) 

Based on the sentence above, the speaker is Chuck Todd. As the host, he 

gave a question again to President Obama as the guest star. In his question, 

Chuck todd asking about the message that the terrorist or ISIL group that sent 
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to President Obama. Did Obama see the entire message that sent to him 

personally? 

From the sentence above, there are two words “those” which is to point 

something far from us. It refers to more than one things or it can be called as 

plural of “that”. Based on the theory, it identified as Discourse deixis. The 

first “those” above refers to upcoming portion of the discourse “messages” 

while the second “those” refers to “American journalist”. It seems in the 

context above that the word “those” here represented something more than 

one message that deliver for president obama and also more than one 

American journalist.  

4.1.1.5 Social Deixis 

Social deixis refers to the level of the relationship between person and the 

information. It also divided into two basic kinds of socially deictic 

information that to be encoded in language around the world, they are 

relational and absolute. 

Data 36 

CHUCK TODD: Well, I think I need to pre-book you for next week, because 

I got another 35 questions. So with that, I'm going to leave it there, Mr. 

President. But thank you very much.(P.15, No. 83). 

 

(The script of interview can be seen in appendix). 

 

 The sentence above is the last conversation between Chuck Todd and 

President Obama. In the sentence above, Chuck Todd as a speaker have a 
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plan to invite President Obama again in this Meet the Press event. In the last 

sentence Chuck Todd called Obama with saying “Mr. President”. 

The word “Mr. President” based on Oxford Dictionary; President is the 

leader of a Republic, especially United States. According to Levinson, there 

are two types of social deixis there are relational and absolute. Relational 

social; deixis is where the form of word used to indicate the relative social 

status of the addressee. By contrast absolute deixis is a deictic reference 

usually expressed in certain forms of address which will include no 

comparison of the ranking of the speaker and addressee. So, by the sentence 

above Mr. President can be categorized as Absolute social deixis. 

4.1.2 Types of References and Their referent. 

In the interview between Barack Obama and Chuck Todd in “Meet the 

Press” also consist of two types of reference; they are anaphora reference and 

cataphora reference.  As follows; 

4.1.2.1 Anaphora Reference 

Anaphora is a process of continuing to identify exactly the same entity as 

denoted by the antecedent. Or it can be said that the use of word to introduce 

someone or something already mention. Here the example as follows; 

Data 1 

 

CHUCK TODD: Mr. President, welcome back to your 12th appearance on 

Meet the Press..(P.1, No.1) 
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(The script of interview can be seen in appendix). 

 

The sentence above is the opening of the interview. Chuck Todd as a 

speaker or host, he starts to greet his guest star, Mr. Obama by welcoming his 

appearance in Meet the press. 

That sentence can be categorized as anaphora reference. It based on the 

Yule theory which is used to introduce someone or something that already 

mention before.  And in the sentence above, there is the word “Your” refers 

to the addressee whom we know in this conversation the addressee of this 

event is President Obama. It seems in the first utterance Chuck Todd said 

“Mr. President”. So, the word “Your” is refers back to Mr. President to 

represent the addressee based on the context of utterance.  

DATA 13 

CHUCK TODD: I've got a few other topics. Ebola, there's some anxiety in 

the country about it. (P.8, No. 39) 

(The script of interview can be seen in appendix)  

From that sentence, it can be seen that the speaker is Chuck Todd. In 

this case, he tries to asking about the other topic which he asking about Ebola 

disease that has been booming in Africa. As the host in this event, Chuck 

Todd asks to the president Obama about it.  

The example of sentence above can be categorized as anaphora 

reference which is used to identify someone or something already mention 
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before. It can be seen in the first, Chuck used the words “I” which is refers to 

Chuck Todd himself as the speaker or host in the speech event. He also used 

the word “it” which refers to something. So, based on the context of 

utterance, the word “it” refers back to “Ebola” as the next topic in this 

conversation.  

4.1.2.2 Cataphora Reference 

Cataphor is the use of a word (typically a pronoun) to introduce 

someone or something that is more fully identified later. Here the example as 

follows; 

Data 16 

PRESIDENT OBAMA: Well, Americans shouldn't be concerned about the 

prospects of contagion here in the United States, short term. Because this is 

not an airborne disease. (P.8, No. 40) 

(The script of interview can be seen in appendix) 

In the conversation above, president obama as the speaker. he explained 

about what American people concerned about an Ebola disease that African 

people suffer now. But president obama had inform that E bola is an airborne 

disease so, they do not need to worry about that.  

The word “Here” in the sentence above contains as adverb of place, 

which used for demonstrating such place that relatively close to the speaker. 

According to Yule, The sentence above can be identified as cataphora 

reference, which we know that it used to identify someone or something that 

mention later.  It can be seen in President Obama’s statement that he stressed 
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the word “here” and followed the United States to give the information that 

the location of the speaker in the speech events is in the United States. So 

from the explanation, it will be clear that the adverb of place “Here” refers to 

the United State based on the context of utterance.  

Data 29. 

PRESIDENT OBAMA: That included taking air strikes to ensure that towns 

like Erbil were not overrun, critical infrastructure, like the Mosul Dam was 

protected …” (P.1, No. 4) 

(The script of interview can be seen in appendix) 

Based on the context above, the speaker is president obama, He explained 

what he did of the last several months and also make a plan to face the threat 

from ISIL.  

Based on the context above, “that” can be categorized as cataphora 

reference which based on Yule theory it used to identify someone or 

something that mention later. In this case, it seems that president obama point 

something by using the word “that” and identify which towns that he point. 

So, it will be cleared that the word “that” refers to the “town where it had 

mention forward based on the context of utterance. 

After finding the data and analyzed it based on the theory of Levinson. 

Here, the following sample of data in the interview between Barack Obama 

and Chuck Todd in “Meet the Press”: 
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 Person Deixis 

NUMBER 

OF DATA 

CONVERSATION TYPE OF 

REFERENCE 

REFERENCE 

1.  Mr. President, 

welcome back to 

your 12th 

appearance on Meet 

the Press. (1) 

Anaphoric 

Reference 

 Your refer to 

Barack 

Obama/ Mr. 

President.  

2.  I'm preparing the 

country to make sure 

that we deal with a 

threat from ISIL. 

Keep in mind that 

this is something that 

we know how to do. 

We've been dealing 

with terrorist threats 

for quite some time. 

4 

Anaphora  

reference 

 I refer to 

Barack 

Obama 

 We refer to 

the Barack 

obama and 

country 

 

3.  What are you asking 

of the American 

people on 

Wednesday? You 

say you're giving a 

speech. That's the 

type of thing, I 

assume, you're 

preparing the 

country for 

something. What are 

you asking of them? 

5 

Anaphoric 

reference 

 You refer to 

President 

Obama 

 I refer to 

Chuck Todd 

 Them refer to 

American 

People 

4.  I am going to be 

asking Congress to 

make sure that they 

understand and 

support what our 

plan is. And it's 

going to require 

some resources, I 

suspect, above what 

we are currently 

doing in the region. 

8 

Anaphoric 

Reference 

 I refer to 

President 

Obama. 

 They refer to 

American 

people 

 Our refer to 

US 

administration 

(the country) 

 It refers to the 

country’s 
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Plan. 

 We refer to 

the country. 

5.  We are going to be 

helping to put 

together a plan for 

them, so that they 

can start retaking 

territory that ISIL 

had taken over. 10 

Anaphoric 

reference 

 We refer to 

the country  

 Them and 

they refer to 

Iraqi troops 

and Kurdish 

troops. 

 

6.  Because I think a lot 

of us, when we think 

about terrorism, the 

model is Osama bin 

Laden and 9/11.  14 

Anaphora  

Reference 

 Us and We 

refers to 

President 

Obama and 

his country. 

 

7.  And I'm curious, 

have you only ruled 

them out simply for 

domestic political 

reasons? 19 

Anaphoric 

Reference 

 I refer to 

Chuck Todd 

 You refer to 

President 

Obama 

 Them refer to 

ISIS 

8.  They need to be 

involved. This is 

their neighborhood. 

28 

Anaphoric 

Reference 

 They and their 

refers to 

Jordan, 

United 

Emirates and 

Turkey. 

9.  They sent messages 

addressing you 

personally. Did you 

watch 'em? 31 

Anaphoric 

Reference 

 They refer to 

ISIL 

 You refer to 

President 

Obama 

 Them refer to 

Message 

 

10.  It’s not so much how 

it affects me 

personally. 34 

Anaphoric 

reference 

 It refer to the 

message  

 Me refer to 

President 

Obama 

11.  So, our attitude 

towards Assad 

continues to be that 

Anaphoric 

reference  

 Our and we 

refer to 

president 



 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

40 
 

you know, through 

his actions, through 

using chemical 

weapons on his own 

people, dropping 

barrel bombs that 

killed innocent 

children that he-- he 

has foregone 

legitimacy. But 

when it comes to our 

policy and the 

coalition that we're 

putting together, our 

focus specifically is 

on ISIL. It's 

narrowly on ISIL. 36 

obama and 

his 

administratio

n 

 You refer to 

Chuck Todd 

 His and he 

refers to 

Assad 

 It refers to 

Assad’s 

actions 

12.  And we've got to be 

able to reach to 

them, find a military 

and political 

structure that'll allow 

them to express 

themselves. 38 

Anaphoric 

reference 

 We refer to 

President 

Obama and 

his country. 

 Them and 

Themselves 

refer to 

millions of 

descent. 

13.  I've got a few other 

topics. Ebola, there's 

some anxiety in the 

country about it. 39 

Anaphoric 

Reference 

 I refer to 

Chuck Todd 

 It refers to 

Ebola. 

14.  The American public 

says, "Why are we 

wasting money on 

them? 48 

Anaphoric 

reference 

 We refer to 

American 

People 

 Them refer to 

some public 

health. 
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15.  I've-- I've said this 

before, Chuck. You 

know, if you asked 

me back in August 

what I want for my 

birthday, I'd say, 

"Give me a loyal 

opposition that has 

some common sense 

and is willing to 

work on some basic 

issues that didn't 

used to be partisan 

issues."  

Anaphoric 

Reference 

 I refer  to 

President 

Obama 

 You refer to 

Chuck Todd 

 Me and my 

also refer to 

President 

Obama. 

 Spatial Deixis 

 

NUMBER OF 

DATA 

CONVERSATION TYPE OF 

REFERENCE 

REFERENCE 

16.  Well, Americans 

shouldn't be 

concerned about the 

prospects of 

contagion here in the 

United States, short 

term. 40 

Cataphora 

reference 

 Here refers to 

the United 

States  

17.  As usual. And we're 

going to have to get 

U.S. military assets 

just to set up, for 

example isola-- 

isolation units and-- 

and equipment there, 

to provide security 

for public health 

workers surging from 

around the world. If 

we do that, then it's 

still going to be 

months before this 

problem is 

controllable in 

Cataphora 

reference  

 There refers 

to Africa 
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Africa.  

 

18.  Because the 

possibility of a 

jarring contrast given 

the world's news, is 

always-- there's 

always going to be 

some tough news 

somewhere-- is going 

to be there.82 

Anaphora 

reference 

 There refers 

to a vacation  

 

 Temporal or time Deixis 

 

NUMBER OF 

DATA 

CONVERSATION TYPE OF 

REFERENCE 

REFERENCE 

19.  We just yesterday 

announced the fact 

that we had taken out 

the top leader of Al-

Shabaab the terrorist-

- organization in 

Somalia. 4 

  Yesterday 

 

20.  So what I have done 

over the last several 

months is, first and 

foremost, make sure 

that we got eyes on 

the problem, that we 

shifted resources, 

intelligence, 

reconnaissance. 4 

  The last 

several 

months 

21.  And I'm optimistic 

that next week, we 

should be able to get 

that done. And I will 

then meet with 

congressional leaders 

on Tuesday. On 

Wednesday, I'll make 

a speech and describe 

  Next week 

 Then  

 On Tuesday 

 On 

Wednesday 
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what our game plan's 

going to be going 

forward. 4 

22.  And I was very 

specific at that time. 

16 

  At that time 

23.  And now we're going 

to have to deal with 

16 

  Now  

24.  It's gone through the 

week during your trip 

to Wales. 19 

  The week 

25.  And that's part of the 

conversation that 

John Kerry's going to 

be having this week. 

28 

  This week 

26.  Sunni extremism, as 

represented by ISIL, 

is the biggest danger 

that they face 

rightnow. 28 

  Right now 

27.  Well, I think I need to 

pre-book you for next 

week, because I got 

another 35 questions. 

83 

  Next  week 

 

 Discourse deixis 

 

NUMBER OF 

DATA 

CONVERSATION TYPE OF 

REFERENCE 

REFERENCE 

28.  I'm preparing the 

country to make sure 

that we deal with a 

threat from ISIL. 

Keep in mind that 

this is something that 

we know how to do. 

We've been dealing 

with terrorist threats 

for quite some time. 

Anaphora 

reference 

 This refer to 

ISIL  
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This administration 

has systematically 

dismantled Al Qaeda 

in the FATA. 

29.  That included taking 

air strikes to ensure 

that towns like Erbil 

were not overrun, 

critical infrastructure, 

like the Mosul Dam 

was protected, 

……….. 4 

Cataphora 

reference 

 That refers 

Erbil Towns 

30.  This speech will 

allow Congress, I 

think, to understand 

very clearly and very 

specifically what it is 

that we are doing but 

also what we're not 

doing. 10 

Cataphora 

reference 

 This refers to 

speech 

31.  You don't believe 

these people—15 

Anaphora 

reference 

 These refers 

to people 

“Osama bin 

Laden and 

9/11 

32.  Did you see those 

messages they sent to 

you, …….. 

Cataphora 

reference 

 Those refers 

to messages. 

33.  What do you tell the 

person that’s going to 

get deported before 

the election that this 

decision was 

essentially made in 

your hopes of saving 

a democratic senate? 

Anaphora 

reference 

 This refers to 

decision 

“delay any 

executive 

action”. 

34.  And the American 

people need to know 

that. 

Anaphora 

reference 

 That refers to 

difference 

between 

democratic 

and 

republican 

reference 
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35.  On all those issues, 

there is a sharp 

contrast. 

Cataphora 

reference 

 Those refers 

to issue. 

 

 Social Deixis 

 

NUMBER OF 

DATA 

TYPE OF DEIXIS TYPE OF 

REFERENCE 

REFERENCE 

36.  So with that, I'm 

going to leave it 

there, Mr. President. 

But thank you very 

much.  

Anaphora 

reference 

 You 

refer to 

Mr. 

President

. 

 

 

After giving the sample of the data, and categorizing based on five types 

of deixis namely person deixis, spatial deixis, temporal deixis, discourse deixis, 

and social deixis, And also based on the type of reference namely anaphora and 

cataphora reference. Here are the whole finding the types of deixis in the 

interview between Barack Obama and Chuck Todd in “Meet the Press”, as 

followes: 

NO. Types of Deixis Frequency Percentage 

(%) 

1. Person Deixis  :  

1. First Person 

2. Second Person 

3. Third Person 

 

237 

108 

55 

74 

63,7% 

2. Spatial Deixis 19 5,1% 
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3. Temporal Deixis 27 7,3% 

4. Discourse Deixis 87 23.4% 

5. Social Deixis 2 0,5% 

 Total 372 100% 

 

From the table of finding above, it can be seen that the types of deixis are 

applied in the interview between Barack Obama and Chuck todd in “Meet the 

Press”. Based on the table, there are 237 (63, 7%) words which can be 

categorized as person deixis.  It also can be classified again into 108 for first 

person deixis, 55 words for second person deixis, and 74 words for third person 

deixis.  The second types of deixis that obtained in the data is spatial deixis, 

there are 19 (5, 1%) words. the third type of deixis is temporal deixis which is 

there are 27 (7,3%). The fourth type of deixis that appeared in the interview is 

discourse deixis which is found 87 (23, 4%) words. The last type of deixis that 

are found in this interview is social deixis there are only 2 (0, 5%) words.  

From the explanation above, it can be concluded that the mostly types of 

deixis that obtained in the interview between Barack Obama and Chuck todd in 

“Meet the Press” is person deixis 237  words or (63,7%). Whereas the least 

types of deixis that obtained in this interview is social deixis which is only 

fround 2 words (0,5%). In person deixis itself, the mostly types of person 

deixis that applied in this interview is using first person deixis which is found 

108 words. This is consisting of the pronoun I and We, this first person deixis 

was mostly used by President Obama. 
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4.2 Discussion  

In doing communication, everyone have a different way to make other 

people easy to understand what we said. To avoid the misinterpretation or 

misunderstanding what the speaker said, knowing the context of speaker 

utterance is very important, so it will help us easy to understand and the 

message will deliver clearly. In this research, both Barrack Obama and Chuck 

Todd conversation are consist of five types of deixis, they are person deixis, 

spatial deixis, temporal deixis, discourse deixis and the last social deixis. To 

make more understand about this, the researcher used the theory of Levinson to 

analyze the word and sentence that contain in this interview.   

Beside analyzed it based on five types of deixis, the researcher also 

analyzed it based on the types of reference and what is the reference of those 

deixis to help the reader easily to understand what other people said and did not 

miscommunication what are the people refers to. 

Deixis can be described as the referring expression in which the 

interpretation of utterance depends on the context of utterance. This deixis can 

be occurred in our daily life, such as this interview. In this “Meet the Press” 

interview, almost all of the Chuck Todd and President Obama’s utterance  can 

be classified  five kinds of deixis which is the mostly types of deixis are used 

person deixis. In this case, Person deixis also classified again into first person, 

second person, and third person. 
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In this interview, President Obama as the guest star always used the deictic 

expression “I” and “We”. Based on Levinson theory, it can be classified as 

First Person deixis. from the analysis above, it can be seen that the usage of the 

word “I” and “we” refers to President Obama himself and his country (United 

states’ Government) because the topic of the interview are focusing on the 

threat that United states face, and also the disease that African face. Whereas 

for the host, Chuck Todd the mostly person deixis he used are “You” and “I”, 

based on the theory of Levinson, “You” can be categorized as second person 

which is refers to President Obama as the addressee. And the word “I” that can 

be classified as first person who refers to Mr. Chuck self.  

Other types of deixis that obtained in this research are the spatial deixis in 

which it showed the location of the participant in the speech event. In this 

interview the deictic words that mostly used are “Here” which is indicates that 

the place that President Obama talked about is United States. Next types of 

deixis that obtained are temporal deixis. In this interview, President Obama 

often used the deictic word “now” which can be interpreted as the present time 

or at this time. Next is discourse deixis. This type of deixis also often occurred 

in this interview. Based on theory it is the use of expression within some 

utterance refers to some portion of the discourse that contains the utterance. 

And the mostly types that obtained in this interview is the word “that” which 

can be interpreted as refers to something far from as. The last, is social deixis. 

This type of deixis also applied in this interview but only 2 words that 

occurred, there is word “Mr. President”. Based on the theory, this kind of 
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social deixiscan be classified into absolute social deixis, which is it expressed 

in certain forms of address which will include no comparison of the ranking of 

the speaker and addressee. The word “Mr. President used by Chuck Todd to 

called Barack Obama to respect him as an American President.  

In addition, after categorizing based on five types of deixis, we needed to 

know the types of reference of those deixis that occurred in the interview 

between Barack Obama and Chuck Todd in “Meet the Press”. Reference is an 

act in which a speaker, or writer uses a linguistic form to enable listener or 

reader to identify something. In this case, reference divided into two types, 

there are exophora and endophora. Whereas endophora classified again into 

two types, they are anaphora and cataphora reference. Based on the context of 

interview, the types of reference that mostly applied is anaphora reference, 

which can be described as the use of word to introduce someone or something 

already mention. And this reference mostly followed in Person deixis. Then, 

cataphora reference also occurred in this interview but it just a few sentences 

that describe used cataphora reference,because interview is one of the example 

of direct dialog, and the topic of the interview are real where it truly happened 

and faced by United States.    

From the result above, it can be conclude that deixis can be applied in our 

daily life. By knowing the deixis theory and the reference it can help us to 

avoid misunderstanding and miscommunication when we are talking with other 

people. It also helps us to separate with whom we are talking, if we are talking 




