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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

2.1 Theoretical Framework 

 Thereare two question problems in this research. First is what are the 

type of figurative language which are found in Coldplay songs lyric. Second is 

what are the social context used in Coldplay songs lyric. To answer first 

question problems, she uses theory of figurative language based on 

Knickerbocker and Reninger theory (1963) based on their book entitled 

Interpreting Literature. In their book, they stated that figurative language 

divided into several types, they are; simile, metaphor, personification, 

synecdoche, hyperbole, and symbols. To answer second question problems, 

she uses theory of Discourse about social context, base on MichaelHalliday 

and RuqaiyaHasan theory (1985) based on Jan Renkema‟s book entitled 

Introduction to Discourse studies. According to Halliday and Hasan in their 

theory of social context, there are three aspects in social context, they are; 

Field, The field of discourse refers to what is happening and to the nature of 

the social action that is taking place. More specifically, it answers questions 

about what the participants are engaged in, in which the language figures as 

some essential component. Tenor, The tenor of discourse refers to who is 

taking part, to the nature of the participants, to their statuses and roles. It says 
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something about the kinds of role relationship that exist between the 

participants. Mode, The mode of discourse refers to what part the language 

plays and the participants expectations about what language can do for them in 

that situation.  So, to more explain about the theory in this research, the 

researcher gives some explanation below.  

2.2  Relevant Theory 

               2.2.1  Semantics 

    Generally, semantics is a doctrine and educational 

discipline intended to improve habits of response of human beings 

to their environment and one another especially by training in the 

more critical use of words and other symbols. It means that 

semantics is a discipline study about human response in their daily 

life, such as conversation. Definitely, we need the meaning what 

they said, by studying semantics we can understand about 

that.Moreover, semantics can be applied to entire texts or to single 

word. 

  Example: “Destination” and “Last stop” 

  Technically, it means same thing, but the student can analyze their 

subtle shade of meaning. 

Semantics is a study of how language organize and express 

meanings (Keidler,1998:3). Semantics concerns about meaning as 
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communicate through language, while for some others, semantics 

is a study about all of aspects meaning and they have to add the 

label linguistic to arrive at a more precise definition.  

 

2.2.2 Figurative Language 

  Generally, figurative language divided into some types, they are 

simile, metaphor, allegory, personification, synecdoche, metonymy, litotes, 

hyperbole, irony, paradox, allusion, and many more.  To get deep understand 

about figurative languages, the writer provides some definition about 

figurative language. The first definition from www.ehow.com, they state that: 

 “The term figurative languages refers to by passing the literal 

meaning to deepen, broaden, or bring about new ideas or insights 

into a word or phrase. In many ways, figurative languages is a 

description, in which abstract terms are used in place of concrete 

description. This type of language appeals to one‟s imagination and 

creates visual images to display the impact of what is being written. 

Figurative language can include many words and phrases, and there 

are several types of figurative language. Most commonly, it can refer 

to making comparisons, repeating sounds, exaggerating or creating 

an appeal to the senses.” 

The second definition from Perrine (1982:6), she states that: 

 

“Figurative language is used in any form of communication, such as in 

daily conversation, articles in newspaper, advertisements, novels, 

poems, etc. The effectiveness of figurative language in four main 

reasons, Perrine (1982) First, figurative language affords readers 

imaginative pleasure of literary works. Second, it is a way of bringing 

additional imagery into verse, making the abstract concrete, making 

literary works more sensuous. The third, figurative is a way of adding 

emotional intensity to otherwise merely informative statements and 

conveying attitudes along with information. And the last, it is a way of 

saying much in brief compass. She divides figurative language into 

seven types, namely metaphor, simile, personification, metonymy, 

paradox, overstatement, understatement, irony and illusion.” 



 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

11 
 

 
 

The third definition from McArthur (1992:402), he stated that: 

“Figurative Language is the language in which figures of speech 

such as metaphors freely occur. He also states that figures of 

speech are a rhetorical device using words in distinctive ways to 

achieve a special effect. McArthur classified figures of speech into 

four main groups they are:  

1. Phonological figures which include alliteration, assonance, and 

onomatopoeia.  

2. Orthographic features: They are visual forms created for effects.  

3. Syntactic figures: They may bring the non standard into standard 

language.  

4. Lexical figures: They extend the conventional so as to surprise 

or entertain.” 

 

And  last definition from Indonesian linguist Muliono (1989:114), he 

stated that: 
 
“Figure of speech according to Muliono divided into three 

categories. They are, comparison, contradiction, and association. 

Comparison which consist of simile, metaphor, and 

personification. Contradiction which consist of hyperbole, litotes, 

and irony. Association which consist of metonymy, synecdoche, 

and euphemism.” 

 

Here, to analyze the types of figurative language which find in Coldplay 

songs lyric, the researcher focused on Knickerbocker and Reninger theory 

(1963). According Knickerbocker and Reninger (1963:400), figurative 

language divided some types, they are: 

1. Simile: figure of speech, in which a more or less fanciful or 

unrealistic comparison is made, using like or as 

Example: My Love is like a red red rose 

2. Metaphor: figure of speech which concisely compares two things 

by saying that the one is the other. It is considered implied 

comparison (without using „like‟ or „as‟). 
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Example: You are my sunshine 

3. Personification: figure of speech which assigns human quantities to 

non human (object, concept or animal).  

Example: The trees are waving to the tiger. 

4. Hyperbole: figure of speech whichan exaggeration or over 

statement, usually deliberate and not meant to be taken literally. 

Example:She rushed out of the room in floods of tears 

5. Symbols: occurs when a noun which has meaning in itself is used 

to represent something entirely different. 

Example: Indonesian flag represent about braveness and holiness 

6. Synecdoche:  Actually synecdoche divided into two types,  

Pars pro toto (part for whole) means if there is noun mentioned in 

a part, so it means the noun mentioned in a whole. 

Example:  “White house” means The U.S government 

Totem pro parte (whole for part) means if there is noun mentioned 

in a whole, so it means the noun mentioned in a part 

Example:“Our school get a cup of basketball champion” 

 

2.2.1.1 Discourse Analysis 

 Discourse analysis concerns about the study of the relationship 

between language and the contexts in which it is used can be in the form 

of written text and spoken data (McCarthy, 1991: 1). According to 

Brown and Yule, the analysis of discourse means the analysis of 
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language in use (1983: 1). For two statements of discourse analysis above 

can be concluded that discourse cannot be studied adequately without 

taking into account the addresser and addressee who use discourse for all 

the purposes communication can be used for. 

 

2.2.1.2  Social Context 

  Discourse is always situated in a social context and in specific 

situation. So, in this point the researcher used theory of social context 

base on Michael Halliday and Ruqaiya Hasan (1985). According to 

Halliday and Hasan, there are three aspect of social context, they are: 

field, tenor, and mode. These concepts make it possible to interpret the 

social context of a discourse, the environment in which meaning 

exchange. Below the researcher explained one by one about the theory 

that used in this research. 

1. Field 

The field of discourse refers to what is happening and to the 

nature of the social action that is taking place. More 

specifically, it answers questions about what the participants 

are engaged in, in which the language figures as some essential 

component. In general it is the gist of what the discourse is 

about. The field refers to all different kinds of social actions, 

from doing the dishes to a parliamentary debate. Field is mostly 
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restricted to institutional settings like lectures, visits to a doctor, 

etc. 

2. Tenor 

The tenor of discourse refers to who is taking part, to the nature 

of the participants, to their statuses and roles. It says something 

about the kinds of role relationship that exist between the 

participants. It explicates both the types of speech role that 

participants assume in dialogue and the whole cluster of 

socially significant relationship in which they are involved. 

3. Mode 

The mode of discourse refers to what part the language plays 

and the participants expectations about what language can do 

for them in that situation. It is about the symbolic organization 

of the text, its status, and its function in the context, including 

the channel (spoken or written) and the rhetorical mode. 

Finally, it says something about what the text achieves in terms 

persuasive, expository, and didactic categories. In discourse 

studies the mode aspect is central. 

 

 Based on Jan Renkema’s book (2004:47) entitled 

Introduction to Discourse Studies, there is correlation between 

the three aspects of the social context and the three aspect of 

discourse. The researcher explained below: 
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Situation components of 

context 

Discourse aspects of meaning 

Field Ideational meaning 

Tenor Interpersonal meaning 

Mode Textual meaning 

 

The ideational meaning of a discourse corresponds to the field. It 

is the content of a discourse as it refers to what is going on in a 

particularly situation or a specific topic. The ideational meaning 

must be given as an answer to the question. 

The interpersonal meaning of a discourse corresponds with the 

tenor of context, and can be detected by analyzing how 

participants in the discourse are related to the content or 

ideational meaning and how they use language to act. 

The textual meaning corresponds to the mode of the context. the 

textual meaning is the organization elements in a larger 

structure.    

2.3 Related Studies 

   There are several studies that have been already conducted 

study about figurative language. First, the research was taken from 

Faculty of Letters University of  North Sumatera entitled “A 

Semantic Analysis Of Metaphor Found In Dream Theatre Lyric”by 
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Aldin Lukman Hakim.He provided the songs lyrics of Dream 

Theatre to be analyzed. In his thesis there are two statement of 

problem, the first is what is the meaning of metaphor found in 

Dream Theatre lyrics, the second is what is frequency of type of 

metaphor. The data were analyzed based on David Crystal and Karl 

Beckson & Arthur Ganz theory and they were classified into four 

types namely; conceptual metaphor (decorative), mixed metaphor, 

poetic metaphor (structural), and conventional metaphor (dead). 

The most dominant type of metaphor used conceptual metaphor. 

The research of this thesis was carried out on qualitative research. 

    Second thesis was taken also from Faculty of Letters and 

Humanities, Islamic State University Sunan Ampel Surabaya entitled 

“A Semantics analysis on Avril Lavigne Songs” by Siti Romlah. 

There are two research questions in her thesis, first is what are the 

lexical meanings in AvrilLavigne songs, second is what are the 

contextual meaning in Avril Lavigne songs. She provided five songs 

to be analyzed. She used qualitative method as the research design. 

    Third thesis was taken from Humanities Faculty of Andalas 

University entitled “An analysis of Metaphor that are used by Barack 

Obama in his speeches” by VorestiSabu. In her thesis, she used 

Obama speeches as a data. She provided two statement of problem, 

first is what are the meaning of the metaphor that were used by 

Barack Obama in his speeches. Second is what are the function of 
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metaphor that were used by Barack Obama in his speeches. In her 

thesis, she used qualitative research. 

   In line with the research above, my research has differences 

from others.Here, the researcher intents to investigate the types of 

figurative language and explain about social context of Coldplay 

songs lyrics. The analysis in this research just made simple in order 

to easy the readers understand. So, in this research, the researcher 

used descriptive approach because she does not used numeral data in 

this research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


