TEACHERS’ CONSIDERATIONS
IN DESIGNING AN ENGLISH ONLINE TEST

THESIS
Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirement for the degree of
Sarjana Pendidikan (S.Pd) in Teaching English

By
Naila Adiba
NIM D75215097

ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF TARBIYAH AND TEACHER TRAINING
UNIVERSITAS ISLAM NEGERI SUNAN AMPEL
SURABAYA
2020



il



il



v



SURAT PERNYATAAN PUBLIKASI



ABSTRACT
Adiba, Naila (2020).Teachers’ Considerations in Designing an English
Online Test. A thesis. English Language Education
Department, Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training Uin
Sunan Ampel Surabaya. Advisor I: Mokhammad Syaifuddin,
M.Ed, Ph.D. Advisor II: Fitriah, Ph.D
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A language test is a tool to measure students' language ability.
Based on the method test is divided into paper-based test and computer-
based test. One kind of computer-based test is an online test. To measure
the students' ability, the teacher or assessor requires to design a test.
Nowadays, some teachers face difficulty when designing a test, especially
in an online test. To give other teachers an overview and knowledge about
designing an online test, the researcher wants to find out the
considerations of teacher MA Darul Ulum, Waru, about designing the
online test. Here, the researcher interviewed three teachers of MA Darul
Ulum, who designed an online test. The finding showed that the teachers
considered eight elements, namely: the test technique, the description of
the test taker, the difficulty level, the suitability of the material, the
evaluation of the test, attachment of the picture, audio, and video, the
compatibility of the platform, the accessibility of the platform. Thus, this
study's result is hoped to contribute to the English test teachers develop,
and future tests are expected to be more reliable, valid, and practical.
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ABSTRAK
Adiba, Naila (2020). Perimbangan Guru-Guru dalam Mendesain Ujian
Bahasa Inggris Berbasis Online.Skripsi. Pendidikan Bahasa
Inggris, Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Keguruan Uin Sunan Ampel
Surabaya. Pembimbing I: Mokhammad Syaifuddin, M.Ed,
Ph.D. Pembimbing II: Fitriah, Ph.D

Kata Kunci: Pertimbangan, Mendesain vjian, tes Online/daring.

Tes bahasa adalah alat untuk mengukur kemampuan bahasa siswa.
Berdasarkan metode tes dibagi menjadi tes berbasis kertas dan tes
berbasis komputer. Salah satu jenis tes berbasis komputer adalah tes
daring. Untuk mengukur kemampuan siswa, guru atau penilai harus
merancang tes. Saat ini, beberapa guru menghadapi kesulitan ketika
merancang tes, terutama dalam tes online. Untuk memberikan guru
gambaran dan pengetahuan tentang merancang tes online, peneliti ingin
mengetahui pertimbangan guru MA Darul Ulum, Waru tentang
merancang tes daring. Di sini, peneliti mewawancarai 3 guru MA Darul
Ulum yang merancang tes daring. Temuan menunjukkan bahwa guru
mempertimbangkan 8 elemen, yaitu: teknik tes, deskripsi peserta tes,
tingkat kesulitan, kesesuaian materi, evaluasi tes, lampiran gambar, audio,
dan video, kompatibilitas platform, aksesibilitas platform. Dengan
demikian, hasil penelitian ini diharapkan dapat berkontribusi pada tes
bahasa Inggris yang dikembangkan guru dan tes di masa depan
diharapkan lebih dapat diandalkan, valid, dan praktis.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

This chapter delivers the background of this study and some points
related to this study. These points are covered in some headings (1)
research questions, (2) objective of the research, (3) significance of the
research, (4) scope and limitation, and (5) definition of key terms.

A. Background of Study

According to Brown, the test is an instrument for measuring
a person’s knowledge, ability, or performance in a given
competency.! A language test should be supposed to be arranged
to learning because it helps the teacher to measure the students’
language ability and to provide information about the test-takers’
level of language ability. Based on the way a test is held, the
language test can be categorized into two types. There are paper-
based and computer-based testing. Compared to the paper-based
testing where the test takers use paper and pencil as the tools,
computer-based testing requires test takers to use the computer
to do the test. In collecting information about the level of the test
takers’ ability, the paper-based test is not economical. However,
computer-based testing provides a potentially more efficient way
of collecting information on test-takers’ capabilities.?

Furthermore, in recent years, the internet has been spread
widely. Thus, the term online test comes up. It can be considered
as a new kind of computer-based testing. Online is when a
device, such as a computer and a gadget, is connected to an
internet network. Therefore, an online test can be understood as
a test conducted by connecting the user device to the internet.

In conducting an online test, the test taker and the assessor
does not need to meet directly. The test can be completed,
although they are not in the same places. In other words, the
process of testing can take place anywhere. The only thing that

!'H. Douglas Brown, Language Assessment: Principles and Classroom
Practices (New York: Pearson Education, 2004), 3.

2 Arthur Hughes, Testing for Language Teachers (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2003), 22-23.



both test takers and assessors need is to be connected by the
internet. Another surplus of online computer-based testing is that
test-takers can get the score and feedback directly. Also, the
assessor can directly save the test takers’ score. Thus, teachers
can design a form of online test to ease their assessment.

The form and design of a test are essential to be considered
before the test is distributed. In designing the test, some elements
should be considered—the considerations in designing paper-
based tests are different from considerations in designing an
online test. However, since most teachers and test designers
design tests in the form of paper-based tests, they have been used
to use paper and pencil than the computer. The paper test is
economical for them because they need to write down the test
material onto paper without inputting any data to the computer.
On the other hand, some teachers use the computer-based test
because they know how to design tests using a computer and feel
that it is a more comfortable way of designing tests. Mostly, they
are the young-aged teacher. Therefore, most teachers do not
know how to design computer-based tests, especially on online
testing. One of the reasons is that they are limited by the ideas of
the elements that need to be considered. Due to this problem, the
researcher wants to know what the elements should be
considered by teachers when designing a test, especially in an
English online test.

This problem proved by James D. Brown in his bulletin,
which discussed 'solutions to problems teachers have with
classroom testing.” Here, the teacher said that she felt making
many mistakes when writing a test for her students, and she
worried about what she had done, maybe wasting time for her or
her students because she did not know what she is doing when
designing a test. So, James broke down the common mistakes
teachers did and gave the solutions to each section. He said that
there were three sections of the teacher problem in classroom

3James Dean Brown, “Statistic Corner: Solutions to Problems Teachers
Have with Classroom Testing,” Shinken Research Bulletin, 17, 2
(December 2013): 27, http://teval jalt.org/sites/teval.jalt.org/files/SRB-
17-2-Brown-StatCorner.pdf.



testing. They were test writing practices, test development
practices, and test validation practices.

Arfian’s journal also stated that teachers in SMA/MA Kota
Langsa never got coaching about designing tests and some of
them felt distressed when designing a test. Therefore, Arfian et
al.; conducted coaching to create a test. The result of this activity
indicated that participating teachers could make a valid and
reliable test instrument and meet the standard of a good test.*

MA Darul Ulum has four English teachers. However, not all
of them graduated from English Educational Program. Two
teachers were taking English Education when the rest of them
were from the English Literature Program. Besides, only three
of four teachers work in designing an English online test. Based
on the preliminary research, they faced difficulties during the
process of designing the test. Before they designed a test by
themselves, they discussed the test together. In fact, when they
designed a test, they faced some difficulties. For example, when
they did an online test, they cannot control the online test well.
Furthermore, the other difficulty was considered essential
elements in designing an online test. Based on that case, the
researcher wants to know the teachers' experiences and their
considerations when they designed an online test.

B. Research Question
This research is expected to examine the problem with the
following question. What the teachers of MA Darul Ulum
consider when they design an English Online test?

C. The Objective of the Research
By the research question above, this research aims to find
out what elements are considered by teachers of MA Darul Ulum
Waru when designing an English Online test.

“Ramdan Afrian, Zukya Rona Islami, and Fitria Mustika, “Pembinaan
Pembuatan Tes Buatan Guru (Soal) Mata Pelajaran Geografi SMA/MA
Kota,” Jurnal Vokasi 1 (Oktober 2017): 116.



D. Significance of the Research
The results of this research are expected to give a
contribution to the teacher and the researcher. Here is the
significance of the study:

1. For teachers, test-developers, and assessors, this study's
result is hoped to contribute to the English test they
develop. Future tests are expected to be more reliable,
valid, and practical.

2. For curriculum developers, the result of this research is
expected to give new sight into developing a curriculum
that suitable for blended learning.

3. To research, the result of this study is expected to
develop further research about considering the elements
when designing a test, not only based on the teachers'
perspective but also based on the students' perspective.

E. Scope and Limitation

This study addresses the part of the assessment, testing,
more specific; it is about online testing. Before distributing
testing, teachers design a test. Therefore, this study talks about
what the teachers consider in designing an online test. The
elements that should be considered when designing an online test
are different from designing the paper-based. When designing
the paper-based test, the teacher may consider about testing
purpose, blueprint, analysis of the test and test item, etc. but
when designing the online test, the teacher may consider whole
elements on the paper-based test and also consider about the
elements which are dealing with the online, like compatible
testing, platform, including media (audio, picture, and video),
etc.

To limit this study, the researcher interviewed only three out
of four English teachers in MA Darul Ulum, Waru, to deliberate
their consideration based on the elements of designing tests.
There are four English teachers in MA Darul Ulum. However,
only three of them have experienced in dealing with the online
test.



F. Definition of Key Terms

There are a few definitions of an important word, which

frequently comes up in this study, to avoid misunderstanding.

They are:

1. Consideration

This term has a general meaning, which means the act

of thinking carefully to something,® but the term
‘consideration’ in this study focused on the teachers’
considerations in designing an English online test, as like
Alderson mentioned in his book, teachers might consider
about stating the purpose of the test, the test technique, etc.
So, the term ‘consideration’ in this study means thinking
carefully to the elements of designing English online test.

2. Designing test

Before conducting a test, the first step in the test cycle
is designing the test. The designing test is the teachers
construct a test by formulating the learning objectives, the
purpose of testing, and make test planning or test
specification with considering the elements in test design.’
Designing tests in this study means the teacher formulate
and consider the elements of test design.

3. Online testing
Testing is a method to measure a person’s ability,
knowledge, and performance in the given domain.® Testing
can be done either online and offline. Online is a term when
a device, such as a computer and a gadget, is connected to

SCambridge Dictionary. Cambridge University Press, 1999.
(https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/consideration,
accessed on July 7, 2020)

8J. Charles Alderson, Caroline Clapham, and Dianne Wall, Language Test
Construction and Evaluation, First (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1995), 12.

"Gita Kostania, S.ST.,M.Kes., “Pedoman Penyusunan Soal Pilihan Ganda
(Untuk Soal Tes Tertulis),” 2016, 1.

8H. Douglas Brown, Language Assessment: Principle and Classroom
Practices (New York: Pearson Education, 2004), 3.



an internet network.” Therefore, in this recent study, the
online test can be understood as a method of measuring
students’ abilities that are conducted by connecting the user
device to the internet. Online testing can be designed by
platform or application such as Moodle, Google Form, Hot
Potatoes, Quizzez, etc.

%“Cambridge Dictionary” (Cambridge University Press, n.d.),
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/consideration.



CHAPTERII
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

This chapter discusses the related literature and literature study. The
related literature contains the theories related to the study. The theories
include testing and the type of test, online test, and designing the test. The
following sub-chapter is theoretical framework and previous study
relevant to the present study.

A. Review of Related Literature

1.

Testing on Teaching and Learning

Learning is the activity of gaining skill or knowledge
by studying, experiencing, and practicing something.
Otherwise, teaching is defined as involvement of teacher to
assist learners in understanding and applying knowledge,
concept, and process. Therefore, teaching and learning are
the activities that can be either gathered at once or separated.
To measure the students’ development and progress after
teaching and learning process, the teacher should conduct a
test. Testing is a method to measure a person’s ability,
knowledge, and performance in the given domain.!® Testing
aims to measure students’ knowledge and skill. It is
emphasized by Brown that language testing measures one’s
ability of language such as reading, writing, speaking, and
listening. On the other hand, some tests are designed to
measure other aspects of language knowledge, like defining
vocabulary, reciting grammar rules, etc.!!

Testing helps teacher to measure students’ language
ability. By conducting test, the teacher or assessor will know
how far the students, as test takers, achieved their learning
objective. Moreover for teacher, testing can help them to
identify what they need to work on for the next learning.
Therefore, testing and teaching are interrelated because
testing helps as a tool to achieve the teaching and learning
objectives.

YBrown, Language Assessment: Principle and Classroom Practices, 3.

Brown, 3.



2. Type of Test

A test can be categorized based on many areas. The test

can be categorized based on the types of information are
provided or the function of the school. This categorized will
prove whether the test is appropriate for a particular
purpose. This category is divided into 4 types; proficiency
test, achievement test, diagnostic test, and placement test.

a.

Proficiency test

This test is constructed to measure a person’s skill
and ability in a language to know how well he/she has
learned and understood.'? The abilities are speaking,
listening, writing, and reading. Proficiency tests are
usually used as the end goal of language learning for
example, TOEFL an IELTS test. It rarely uses in the
classroom, yet it has a significant backwash effect on
the classroom. Proficiency test also limitslearners'
focus on preparing the test items. One way to get more
significant practice for exams is by asking learners to
prepare their practice questions for the group.
Achievement test

Hughes said that the achievement test has an aim
being to determine how successful individual students,
groups of students, or the course itself has been in
achieving goals.'3 Achievement test evaluates learners’
understanding in the specific material. An achievement
test is not used to measure students' proficiency but to
assess what you have learned and your level at a certain
moment. For instance in school, the students take
achievement tests to know whether they are ready to
pass the particular subject and move on to the next.

Achievement test is divided into 2 kinds. They are
final achievement tests and progress achievement tests.
Final achievement test held at the end of a course. This
test may be written and designed by official examining
boards, ministries of education, or by members of

12 Arthur Hughes, Testing for Language Teachers (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2003), 11.

BHughes, 12.



teaching institutions. The test is related to the syllabus-
content approach. It compares with the progressive
achievement that measures the students’ progress in
their learning. They contribute to formative assessment.
c. Diagnostic tests
They identify areas to work on, which is learners’
strengths and weaknesses.'* This is intended primarily
to ensure what learning still needs to be done. Thus, the
teacher knows what areas of students need to be
emphasized and taught more. Diagnostic assessment
tasks are the critical key concepts for students in the
learning they are about to undertake.
d. Placement tests
Placement test is the test that held to put the
students at the stage of the sitting program based on
their abilities.'® Particularly, it’s used to put the students
into classes at different levels.

Tests can be classified based on the method that can
assess the students’ abilities. They are paper-based testing
and computer-based testing. Computer-based testing is
certain ways to do testing and it is economical for both
students and teachers. Compares with paper-based testing,
students should prepare stationary, as like a pencil, eraser,
or pen. Then the teachers should augment the copy of the
paper. Shopie and Pavlou also stated which is cited in Tiya’s
study that types of test which usually use in paper and pencil
test or written assessment are multiple-choice questions,
true and false statements, and cloze test. Moreover, those

YHughes, Testing for Language Teachers, 15.be consistent in your
footnote

5Geoffrey Crisp, Teacher’s Handbook on E-Assessment (Sydney: the
Australian Learning and Teaching Council Ltd, 2011), 5,
www.transformingassessment.com.

Y$Hughes, Testing for Language Teachers, 16.
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kinds of tests are objective, easy to mark, and easy to
prepare.'’

Examples of computer-based testing are web-based
testing, mobile-based testing, and online testing. According
to Karadeniz, in Jamil’s study, web-based and mobile-based
assessment is the most favored test and the least favored is
the paper-based test, seen from the ease of use.'® In this
recent era, using video, picture, and audio is most favored
for both teachers and students while doing teaching and
testing, due to those items can attract students’ attention and
they will do it in a fun situation. Moreover, video, picture,
and audio can be designed in one area by using computer-
based testing. It contrasts with paper-based which includes
the media separately.

Paper-based testing is printed out of the test, so the
students used it manually. On the other hand, computer-
based testing can use in the online test. The students just
need a connection to the internet and teachers can design a
test in many ways. There are so many tools, platforms, or
applications to ease in designing a test, dealing with the
computer. For instance, Kahoot, Hot Potatoes, Peerwise,
Edmodo, Schoology, Quizizz, Moodle, Google Form, etc.

3. Online Test

In this current era, testing can be done either online or
offline. In the past, teachers give tests using paper and pencil
but now they can minimize their time and do not need
meeting in the current place. They can do the test with their
device anywhere through online test. Teacher can distribute
the test by online test at specified time then the students will
do the test anywhere internet connection is available.
Therefore, students presently submit course work by e-mail,

"Tiya Haryani, “Designing English Test for The Fourth Grade Students
of Elementary School” (Yogyakarta, Universitas Negeri Yogyakarta,
2013), 16,
http://eprints.uny.ac.id/25717/1/Tiya%20Haryani%2007202241035.pdf.
3Dr. Mubashrah Jamil, Dr. R. H. Tariq, and Dr. P. A. Shami, “Computer-
Based VS Paper-Based Examinations: Perceptions of University
Teachers” 11, no. 4 (October 2012): 372.
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complete learning activities through the Web, and complete
student assessments in the form of online testing.'’

Furthermore, there are advantages and challenges in
conducting online tests. For students, they prefer to use
online testing because they do the test as playing games and
simulations.?’ It is also easy to use and they can directly
submit the result as soon as having done doing the test.?!
Compared to paper based test, online test can give the
feedback directly after the test takers submit their work.??
For teachers and assessors, online test is more time saving
than paper based test. The reason is because paper based test
takes time to check each test taker’s work.?* The online test
can reduce the burden on the teacher to assess a large
number of students.?*

Despite online test has advantages for both teacher and
students, it also carriessome challenges. Different studies
have investigated these challenges and suggested solutions.
First challenge is low level of computer literacy. Students
do not have enough experience with computers or online

YMelody W Alexander et al., “Testing in Computer Technology Course:
An Investigation of Equivalency in Performance between Online and
Paper and Pencil Methods,” Journal of Career and Technical Education
18 (2001): 70.

2Nuha Alruwais, Gary Wills, and Mike Wald, “Advantages and
Challenges of Using E-Assessment,” International Journal of
Information and Education Technology 8, no. 1 (2018): 35,
https://doi.org/10.18178/ijiet.2018.8.1.1008.

21Jim Ridgway, Sean Mccusker, and D. Pead, “Literature Review of E-
Assessment.,” January 1, 2004, 38.

22Ridgway, Mccusker, and Pead, Literature Review of E-Assessment.,”
January 1, 2004, 3.

ZLester Gilbert, Denise Whitelock, and Veronica Gale, “Synthesis Report
on Assessment and Feedback with Technology Enhancement,” Synthesis
Report (Southampton, July 2011), 18.

2 Alruwais, Wills, and Wald, “Advantages and Challenges of Using E-
Assessment,” 35.
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tests.?> The solution for this concern, the students should get
the training of computer using at the beginning, to be
familiar with the online test.?® Other challenge is some
teachers face the computer for the first time. Therefore,
teachers need training too, to control the online test
system.?’ Challenges deal with the computer, for example,
accessibility of the computer and internet, so the institution
should provide full equipment and internet access for the
students.”®  Another challenge is poor technical
infrastructural development. The institutions should have
full equipment in the examination room to run online test
system.?’
4. Designing Test

Before conducting a test, the first step in the test cycle
is designing the test. According to Gita, the designing test
or test preparation is the steps of constructing test based on
the standardized test by formulating the blueprint or test
specification, reviewing or analyzing the items, and
checking the results of test.>” Hughes defined designin test
as the stages of test development which have a set of general
procedures for test construction such as: make a statement
of testing ‘problem’, write test specification, write and

BU.S.A Osuji, “The Use of E-Assessment in the Nigerian Higher
Education System,” Turkish Online Journal of Distance Education 13
(October 2012): 146.

260suji, “The Use of E-Assessment in the Nigerian Higher Education
System,” Turkish Online Journal of Distance Education 13 (October
2012): 146.

Y Alruwais, Wills, and Wald, “Advantages and Challenges of Using E-
Assessment,” 36.

BAlruwais, Wills, and Wald, “Advantages and Challenges of Using E-
Assessment,” 35.

20suji, “The Use of E-Assessment in the Nigerian Higher Education
System,” 147.

30K ostania, S.ST.,M.Kes., “Pedoman Penyusunan Soal Pilihan Ganda
(Untuk Soal Tes Tertulis),” 1.
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moderate items, trial the items, analyse the result of the trial,
calibreate scales, and validate the test.!

This section elaborate a general procedures for test
construction based on the guidance from the journal written
by Afrian, “Pembinaan Pembuatan Tes Buatan Guru (Soal)
Mata Pelajaran Geografi SMA/MA Kota Langsa”. The first
step was making test purpose and learning objective. Before
making a test, teacher should know purpose or aim of the
test. This is to make the students or the teacher clear to know
what test they will do and for what purpose. Learning
objective also need to be formulated clearly and the test
instrument created is expected based on the learning
objective. So, the test can meet expecations in achieving
learning objectives.”> The second step was writing
specifications for the test. Test specification or blueprint is
the plan or guidance that you create and use when you
making a test. Hughes divided the parts of the blueprint as
content, test structure, timing, medium/channel, techniques
to be used, criteria levels of performance, and scoring
procedures.’®* After knowing and understanding about the
learning objectives, test purpose, and test specifications, the
teacher could make an instrument of test then analyse the
test. According to Afrian test analysis is divided into two
part. He analysed the whole test and analysed the test
items.>* In analyzing whole test, it focused on validity and
reliability of the test. If analysed the test items, it tested the
level of difficulty of item and the discriminating power of
item.

3'Hughes, Testing for Language Teachers, 58.

32 Afrian, Rona Islami, and Mustika, “Pembinaan Pembuatan Tes Buatan
Guru (Soal) Mata Pelajaran Geografi SMA/MA Kota,” 112.

3Hughes, Testing for Language Teachers, 59.

34 Afrian, Rona Islami, and Mustika, “Pembinaan Pembuatan Tes Buatan
Guru (Soal) Mata Pelajaran Geografi SMA/MA Kota,” 115.
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5. Possible Teachers’ Considerations When Designing an
English Online Test
Teachers prepare many things to design and conduct
teaching. This preparation called administrations. The
administrations are syllabus, lesson plan, calendar, etc.®.
When designing a test, the teacher also has some things to
be prepared before designing it. As stated by Riyan that
before designing a test, teachers should prepare the
administrations.>® This administration called blueprint or
test specification. Before teachers design a test, they should
map out the basic competencies.?” The teacher can use the
syllabus to map out these basic competencies. After
mapping the basic competence, the teacher makesan
indicator of items. Eventually, the basic competence and
indicator of the item included in the blueprint or test
specifications.*®
The test specification is the blueprint that the test
writers or teacher must follow, and they are also important
in establishing the validity of the test construct.®® Test
specifications usually called ‘specs’. Based on Davidson,
specs explain about the way to arrange the test items, to
structure the test layout, to locate the passages, and to make
several difficult choices as we prepare test materials.*
Therefore, test specifications used as detailed planner

3Rika Mustika Hati, “Kompetensi Guru dalam Melaksanakan
Administrasi Pengajaran di MTs Manbaul Ulum” (Cirebon, IAIN Syekh
Nurjati Cirebon, 2013), 43.

3Riyan Pradnyana, “Hal Penting yang Harus Diperhatikan di dalam
Penulisan  Soal,” .com,  Riyanpedia,  April 10, 2017,
https://www.riyanpedia.com/2017/04/hal-penting-yang-harus-
diperhatikan-di.html.

37Pradnyana.

3pradnyana.

¥Alderson, Clapham, and Wall, Language Test Construction and
Evaluation, 9.

“Glenn Fulcher and Fred Davidson, Language Testing and Assessment
(New York: Routledge, 2007), 52.
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documents to help the teachers when they want to design a
test.

After the teacher prepares the blueprint, the teacher
considers the elements in designing a test. The considered
elements related to the test specifications, whichwere
discussed on J. Charles Alderson’sbook, by the title,
‘Language Test Construction and Evaluation’.*! Here are
the elements which mostly considers in designing a test
based on Alderson et al.

a. Stating the purpose of the test

The first step in testing is to make clear about what
purpose of the test, what teachers want to know on the
students’ ability. The purpose of the test should explain
clearly because it will influence its content. Alderson et
al. argue the purpose of the test can be categorized into
placement, progress, achievement, proficiency, and
diagnostic test.*? For example:

Test A is intended to diagnose the strengths and

weaknesses of second-year secondary school

pupils in English grammar.

Test B is an achievement test, designed to assess

students’ knowledge about what they have learned,

and it is given at the end of the course.

From the above examples, it should be clear that
the test’s purpose will influence its content. Test A will
need to refer to a model of English grammar and a list
of structures that students need to know at this level.
Test B will probably attempt to sample from the
syllabus.

Furthermore, the teachers may also consider the
purpose of the test by stating the problem. Hughes gives
an example of questions that help the teacher in stating
the problem. For example, (i) what kind of test is to be?

“'Alderson, Clapham, and Wall, Language Test Construction and
Evaluation, 9.
4 Alderson, Clapham, and Wall, 11.
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(i) what abilities are to be tested? (iii) what is its
precise purpose? (iv) how important is backwash?®
b. Description of the test taker

The teacher should know who the students will be
tested or the background of their students such as age,
sex, first language and cultural background, country of
origin, level and nature of education, level of
proficiency, and level of student intelligence. When
considering the test taker, the teacher also considers
what grade they are. The different grades will givea
different level of proficiency/stage of learning. Based
on the WIDA Resource Book, there are six-level of
English Language Proficiency: 1. Entering, 2.
Beginning, 3. Developing, 4. Expanding, 5. Bridging
and 6. Reaching.*

In the entering level, which equals beginning/
preproduction, a student cannot speak English and does
not understand it, except for a few common words or
expressions. The beginning level or production level
shall be classified if the student receives and produces
English with hesitancy and difficulty. Developing-level
or intermediate level is when the studentunderstands
and talks conversational and academic English with
decreasing hesitation and difficulty, the reading
comprehension and writing skills were developed.
Expanding/advanced intermediate level is when the
student can understand and talk conversational English
without obvious difficulty but he do it with some
hesitancy in academic English. Bridging level/
advanced is when students understand and speak
conversational and academic English well.

In teaching and learning, the teacher meets the
amount of students’ diversity. Each student has a
different style of learning. Some of them can receive

“Hughes, Testing for Language Teachers, 59.

“WIDA Consortium, English Language Proficiency Standards and
Resource Guide, 2007th ed. (Madison: University of Wisconsin, 2013),
14, www.wida.us.
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the lesson very fast, but some of them can receive the
lesson slowly. Some are very intelligent, so they only
need guidance. However, some are fairly weak, so they
need regular attention and intense guidance. Based on
the level of student intelligence, there are 2 types of
students; fast learner anda slow learner. The fast learner
is the student who learns fast and slow learners is the
student who learns in slow-speed than other students.*
Characteristics of fast learners are fast-thinking, highly
creative, and imaginative; they have outstanding
leadership qualities and can work well under pressure;
they are mostly invariably good in all subjects.*
Because of these characteristics, it helpsthe teacher in
teaching.*’ Teachers can teach them fast and complete
the syllabus within time. Therefore, the teacher can use
their less time for teaching slow learner intensively. For
the slow learner, they understand the lesson slowly, so
they need teachers’ attention to teach them more. When
dealing with a slow learner, the teacher feels difficulty
to complete the syllabus in time, so there is a limitation
for the time.
c. Test methods or techniques

Test technique is the way test (skill or sub-skill)
will be tested. There are many kinds of the technique of
test, for instancemultiple-choice, short-answer,
crossword puzzle, jumbled word exercise, fill-in-the-
blank exercise, matching exercise, transformation,
picture description, role play with cue cards, essay,
structured writing, and so on.

4Anil Sahu, “Slow Learners and Fast Learners: It Needs to Justify the
Both Types of Students,” Education Today, February 8§, 2014,
https://www.edutoday.in/2014/02/slow-learners-and-fast-learners-
it.html.

46Glizell Ocampo, “Types of Learners,”
https://www.slideshare.net/GlizellOcampo/types-of-learners-26315427.
4ISahu, “Slow Learners and Fast Learners: It Needs to Justify The Both
Types of Students.”
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d. Rubrics
The teacher may consider about what rubrics are to
be used as instructions for candidates. The rubric is an
assessment guide used to evaluate performance,
product, or project. Rubric consists of three main parts:
1) performance criteria; 2) rating scale; and 3)
indicators.*®

e. Validity and Reliability of test

A Test is valid if it tests what is supposed to test.*’
Based on Harmer a particular kind of validity that
concerns most test designers is face validity.>® Face
validity looks if the test measures what it is supposed to
measure.’’ For example, a test that pretended to
measure pronunciation ability but which did not require
the test taker to speak, might be thought to lack face
validity. Other example, to test writing ability with an
essay questions, it should include the knowledge that
all students already know about that knowledge. If the
test requires specialist knowledge, for example about
history of biology, it will be not valid of all the students
did not know about that knowledge.

Reliability test presents consistently result of test.>?

For example, if the same group of students took the
same test twice within two days, they should get the
same result on each occasion. So, if they took another
similar test, the result should be consistent. To make the
test looked more reliable, one of suggestions from
Hughes is exclude items which do not discriminate
wellbetween wearker and stronger students.>? It means

“Alderson, Clapham, and Wall, 13.

¥Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching, Fourth
(New York: Pearson Longman, 2007), 381.

S0Harmer, 381.

S'Hughes, Testing for Language Teachers, 33.

S?Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching, 381.

SHughes, Testing for Language Teachers, 45.
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not to include the items which too eassy or too difficult
for students and put small number of easy items at
beginning to give students confidance and reduce the
stress they feel.

The online test is conducting the test through online, so
besides consider the elements based on the test
specification, it also considers from the side of the computer
or digital. When designing an online test, it will deal with
the computer, so it needs to test the web or the platform.
Therefore, when choosing the platform or web, the teacher
needs to test whether the web is secure, compatible, and
accessible or not. Besides, teachers also consider suitable
media to test, such as picture, video, or audio. What the
elements are considered, will be explained in the following
passages.

f. Including digital media

Digital media like video, audio, and pictures can be
media for testing. The teacher provides some material
or questions through digital media. For example, if the
teacher wants to measure listening ability, the teacher
provided audio types. The use of digital media in the
paper-based test is different fromthe computer-based
test. In the paper-based test, digital media, i.e. listening
tests, are provided separately. The digital media is
played by the teacher in his/her device. The teacher will
use his/her computer to manage the test if they use
digital media. However, it compares with the computer-
based test, the digital media will be included in an
online test, so the student can manage it by him/herself.

Based on Romli, when including the picture, audio,
or video in the test, the teacher should know the size of
the picture. To upload a picture just need minimum
size, because usually a software/ platform provides



20

little capacity.>* Besides, the user can download or
access the test easily, so they do not spend much quota.

g. Platform or application

Deal with the internet-based, online test provides
the test at website, application, or platform. After the
teachers making a test, the teachers can upload a test on
the website or platform, so students can answer a test
online and do it with or without meeting in some places.
Aside from the website, the teacher can design and
make a test by some application. Many applications,
websites, or platforms provide many features to make a
test easily and more attractive. For example, Kahoot,
ProProfs, Classmaker, EasyTestMaker, Hot Potatoes,
Online Quiz Creator, Quizizz, Moodle, Google Form,
and so on.

h. Compatibility testing

Software compatibility testing means checking that
your software interacts with and shares information
correctly with other software. Compatibility testing
means a type of Software testing to check whether your
software is capable of running on different hardware,
operating systems, applications, network environments,
or mobile devices. Thus, the teacher should consider
compatibility testing to know whether the software can
use for designing a test or not.

There are two types of version checking of
compatibility testing; backward and forward.
Backward compatibility testing is to verify the
behavior of the developed hardware/software with the
older versions of the hardware/software. Forward

S*Muhammad Romli, “Perhatikan 5 Hal dalam Pembuatan Ujian
Online,”quizroom, Agustus 2018,
https://quizroom.id/blog/artikel/perhatikan-5-hal-dalam-pembuatan-
ujian-online.html.

55Krishna, “What Is Compatibility Testing? Forward & Backward Testing
(Example),” Guru99, accessed May 9, 2020,
https://www.guru99.com/compatibility-testing.html.
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compatibility testing is to verify the behavior of the
developed hardware/software with the newer versions
of the hardware/software.

i.  The security of the platform

Before using the platform, website, or software,
teachers need to test the platform whether it is secure or
not, thus, this activity called security testing. It aims to
avoid password cracking, affected by a virus, hacking,
etc.’® The activities of this testing include 1) test
unauthorized access to secure pages should not be
permitted, so the access should be authorized; 2)
restricted files should not be downloadable without
appropriate access. Some websites provide restricted
files, so if the user will download the files, the user
should have access; 3) Check sessions are
automatically killed after prolonged user inactivity. The
secured website provides check sessions, if the user did
not use the website in a long time, this activity will not
run well.>

B. Previous Study

This research started by reflecting on previous studies,
which has a similar focus on this research, however, it still
carries different purposes with the other research. Some
researcher has conducted research related to “designing online
test” and what they have found were shown such as Lorenzo et
al. in their study with the title ‘analysis of online quizzes as a
teaching and assessment tool’ found that online quizzes
influence the students’ academic performance and the high-
value students approved to use online quizzes in course

Vijay, “Web Application Testing Complete Guide (How To Test A
Website),” Software Testing  Help, April 16, 2020,
https://www.softwaretestinghelp.com/web-application-testing/.
S7Krishna, “Web Application Testing: 8 Step Guide to Website Testing,”
Guru99, accessed April 22, 2020, https://www.guru99.com/web-
application-testing.html.
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instruction.”®® Lorenzo’s study tells that online test hasa good
effect on students’ academic achievement, so the online test can
be as a good way to do the test. However, rarely the researcher
examines about how to design a test or what the elements are
considered by teachers when designing an online test; do they
just consider on the type of the test or there is another
components should be considered in designing a test, therefore
it discussed in this study.

Using online quizzes or testing or assessment is the
favorable tool of assessment. It was proved in Mojarrad, H., and
et al’s study that most of students prefer to take the test on the
computer, it revealed from the evaluation of Likert type of
questionnaire in their study.’® Moreover, based on the perception
of university teachers in Pakistan, through the CB examination,
it can save time and also facilitate the students to improve their
understanding.®® These benefits made the university teachers in
Pakistan asked HEC Pakistan to plan trainingfor university
teachers to conduct computer-based (CB) to enable them to
assess a large group of students in less time.

Another researcher showed in her study, by title Designing
English Test for The Fourth Grade Students of Elementary
School, that the design of the test covers three aspects,
specifically, the aim of assessment, content, and methodology. 5!
Seeing from those three aspects, the design of the English test
indicated that it is a good design of the English test. Those three

Lorenzo Salas-Morera, Antonio Arauzo-Azofra, and Laura Garcia-
Hernandez, “Analysis of Online Quizzes as A Teaching and Assessment
Tool,” Journal of Technology and Science Education 2 (1) (February
2012): 39, https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.3926/jotse.30.

SHamid Mojarrad et al., “Computer-Based Assessment Vs. PaperPencil-
Based Assessment: An Investigation into the Performance and Attitude of
Iranian EFL Learners’ Reading Comprehension,” International Journal
of Language Learning and Applied Linguistics World 4 (January 1,2014):
418.

®Jamil, Tariq, and Shami, “Computer-Based VS Paper-Based
Examinations: Perceptions of University Teachers,” 374.

®'Haryani, “Designing English Test for The Fourth Grade Students of
Elementary School,” 71.
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aspects show good responses from both teachers and students.
Her research can be a reference for this research regarding the
list of aspects that can be considered when the teacher design a
test. However, this research expanded the aspects of
considerations in designing an online test.

Other article said that there are some steps to construct the
test. The title of article is “Strategi Konstruksi Tes dan Sistem
Penilaian Pengajaran Bahasa Inggris” by Sumardi.®? This article
showed that there are 7 steps to construct the test. First is
analyzing the basic competence. Second, make mind mapping
based on the basic competence. Then, write the blueprint or test
specification. Next step is sorting out the mind mapping based
on indicators that you want to develop into test items.Then,
develop specifications for one or more items. Write down the
items based on the specification of the test items that have been
developed. At last, specify the rubric or scoring guidelines. The
previous study showed about the steps to construct the test.
However this current research will find out the considerations of
the teachers when they construct the test.

©2Sumardi, M. Hum, “Strategi Konstruksi Tes dan Sistem Penilaian
Pengajaran Bahasa Inggris,” November 26, 2008, 3.



CHAPTER III
RESEARCH METHOD

This chapter elaborates on the elements of the methodology of the
research. It covers approach and research design, research setting, data
and source of data, research instruments, data collection technique, data
analysis technique, checking validity of findings, and research stages.

A.

Approach and Research Design

In this study, the researcher used a qualitative approach by
interviewing 3 teachers of MA Darul Ulum to find the answer to
the research problem. A qualitative approach to research is
concerned with the subjective assessment of attitudes, opinions,
and behavior.® This study researched the
teachers’considerations in designing an English Online test.
Therefore, the researcher used the interview as the instrument. It
used a descriptive qualitative method because the researcher
wanted to find out the teachers’considerations from their
experiences when designing an online test. It oriented to the goal
of qualitative description, which was to produce a
straightforward description of participants’ experiences in words
as similar to what participants said as possible.

The data of this research was taken from teachers’
interviews. The data focused on what the teachers considered in
designing an English Online test. The interview result was
compared by the elements of considerations that usually comes
up when the teachers design an online test.

Research Setting

The researcher conducted the research in MA Darul Ulum
Waru. The researcher chose this place because of some reasons;
first, this topic had not conducted yet there. Second, this school
used a web-test or online test to design an English Online test
using the schools’ portal web. The subject of this research was
the English teachers who design an English Online test, and it
took from the teacher who teached in first until third grades. It

8C.R. Kothari, Research Methodology: Methods and Techniques. (New
Delhi: New Age International Publisher, 2004). P.5

24
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consisted of 3 teachers. The researcher took all of 3 teachers to
do her research.

C. Data and Source of Data

The main data of this research was collected by interviewing
the teachers who are the participants of this research. Thus, this
data was from the teachers’ responses in their interviews. The
responses talked about the teachers’ considerations when they
designing an English Online test. Therefore, this data of the
interview aimed to collect the data about the considerations of
the teachers when they designed a test.

The research obtained data from the subjects of the research
by conducting the interview. The subjects were three teachers of
MA Darul Ulum Waru who have experiences dealing with
designing an English test using online. The teachers required to
respond to their considerations when they designed an English
Online test.

D. Research Instruments

To gather the data and conduct an analysis of the research,
the researcher needed measurement tools, namely research
instruments.% The research instrument on qualitative research is
different from the quantitative instrument. According to
Sugiyono, the research instrument on qualitative research is the
human instrument, the researcher itself is as the toolof the
research.®® The human instrument presents to set the focus of the
research, choose the subject of the research, collect the data,
value quality of data, analyzing and interpreting, and conclude
the data of the research.®® Because the human instrument or the
researcher is the main instrument of this research, the researcher

® Prof. Dr. Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Pendidikan Pendekatan
Kuantitatif, Kualitatif, dan R&D(Bandung: Alfabeta, 2015), 147.
%prof. Dr. Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Pendidikan Pendekatan
Kuantitatif, Kualitatif, dan R&D (Bandung: Alfabeta, 2015), 305.
%prof. Dr. Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Pendidikan Pendekatan
Kuantitatif, Kualitatif, dan R&D(Bandung: Alfabeta, 2015), 306.
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is the main resource to collect all the data,®” and the data were
collected by interview.

One of the ways or techniques to collect the data is by using
the interview.®® To answer the research question about the
teachers’ considerations in designing an English Online test, this
research used interview guideline as the research instrument. See
Appendix 1. The researcher interviewed three English teachers
of MA Darul Ulum. The interview guidelines consisted of the
questions about what they used for testing (computer based test
or paper based test, or both), the platform they used, the
preparation of test design, the important elements which teachers
considered when they design an online test, and their challenges
of designing online test. The questions for the interview were
made by the researcher based on the elements of designing the
test from Alderson and Hughes.

E. Data Collection Technique

The data collection technique is the way the researcher
collects the data empirically and objectively.® Sugiyono said
that the main purpose of the research is to collect the data,
thereforethe data collection technique is the most important thing
in the research.”® The researcher uses interview for collecting the
data. The interview involves the presentation of oral-verbal
stimuli and replays in terms of oral-verbal response.”! The
interview itself is divided into 3 types, namely, unstructured
interviews, semi-structured interviews, and structured

%"Mariya Si’arifah, “Teachers’ Online Assessment in English Language
Education Department at UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya” (Surabaya,
Universitas Islam Negeri Sunan Ampel, 2019), 30.

%Donald Ary et al., Introduction to Research in Education, 8th ed.
(Belmont, USA: Wadsworth, 2010), 29.

®Rosa Amalia, “Students’ Perception of Online Assessment Use in
Schoology in EFL Classroom” (Surabaya, Universitas Islam Negeri
Sunan Ampel, 2018), 25.

0 Prof. Dr. Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Pendidikan Pendekatan
Kuantitatif, Kualitatif, dan R&D (Bandung: Alfabeta 2015), 308.
"Kothari, Research Methodology: Methods and Techniques., 97.
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interviews.’? This research uses the semi-structured interview as
the technique to collect the data because the researcher wants to
find out specific information that can be compared and
contrasted with information obtained in other interviews.
Moreover, teachers are flexible to give responses to any
question.

For collecting the data, there were several procedures that
the researcher carried out. In the first step, before conducting the
interview, the researcher prepared the instrument to collect the
data. In preparation, the researcher made an interview guideline
that discussed what the teachers’ considerations are. After
making the guideline, the researcher asked the validity of the
instrument to the lecturer who is capable of this study. After all
of the preparations were complete, the researcher collects the
data by interviewing the participants. Therefore, the researcher
made an appointment with the teachers. After getting
permission, the researcher explained briefly about the material
that will discuss next, to let them get the idea about what they do
next. The interview started in March, when the teachers prepared
the test for the final exam. Then, the researcher interviewed the
teachers one by one to get the data. The researcher interviewed
them in different day and place to avoid similar answer. The last
step was the researcher analyzed all the obtained data.

F. Data Analysis Technique

After collecting data through interviews, the researcher
analyzed the data by using descriptive design with thematic
analysis. Thematic analysis is a way to identify themes that are
patterned in a phenomenon, through data that has been collected
by researchers.” According to Cresswell, there are six steps to
interpret the interview data by thematic analysis, they are
organizing and preparing data of analysis, reading through all
data, coding the data, coding to themes/descriptions,

2Dr Catherine Dawson, Practical Research Method (Oxford: How To
Books, 2002), 27.

Braun V. and Clarke V., “Using Thematic Analysis in Psychology,”
Bristol,  University of the West of England, 2006, 6,
https://doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp0630a.
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interrelating themes/descriptions, and interpreting the meaning
of the themes/ descriptions.’

The first step of analyzing data is to organize and prepare
data for analysis. Here, after the researcher collected the raw data
of the interview, the researcher transcribedthe interview. In
transcribing the interview, the researcher scanning material,
typing up field notes, and sorting and arranging the data into
different types depending on the sources of information.

After organizing the data, the researcher moved to read or
look at all the data. This step the researcher needed to look at all
the data to see what general ideas participants are saying.
Moreover, this step presented the general sense of the
information to reflect on the overall meaning of the data.

The next step is coding the data. In this step, the information
from transcription sorted into several facts. The researcher
identified the fact from the utterances from the participants. This
step was to see the real meaning or to dig the information
because sometimes, the participants’ utterance can be in an
implicit way. Then, the researcher emphasized on appropriate
information to focus on answering the research questions.

Then the fourth step is coding to the theme. After the data
gathered and coded into several facts, the data were divided into
a certain theme that was found from the coding. These themes
were the data that appeared as the major findings in qualitative
studies and these themes were often used as headings in the
findings sections of study.

The fifth step is interrelating data with the theory. After
coding the data, the researcher related the data from the
interview with the theory from experts to answer the research
questions. The data from the teachers’ interview were related to
the elements of designing test which was discussed in the second
chapter. After the data transcribed well, the researcher also
needed to analyze the theory. Then, relate it well to conclude the
study.

The last step is interpreting the meaning of themes. The
interpretation can be a researcher’s interpretation or it also can

"John W. Creswell, Research Design, 4th ed. (California: SAGE
Publications Inc., 2014), 247.
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be the meaning from the comparison of findings with
information from the theories. It can also suggest new questions
raised from the data which maybe had not foreseen earlier in the
research.

G. Checking Validity of the Research

Checking the validity of the research is to check the
accuracy of the result data of the research with the real data of
the object in the field. Thus, the data called valid if the result data
is the same as the real data in the field. To check the validity of
the research, the researcher used the triangulation technique.
Triangulation is checking data from various ways and various
times. Therefore, based on Sugiyono, triangulation is divided
into three forms. They are triangulation of data, triangulation of
technique, and triangulation of time.”” Triangulation of data
means connecting data from different sources. The researcher
collects the data from teachers, parents, and students, so the
researcher combines the data from all three sources. Aside from
that, there is a triangulation of technique which means
combining the data from the technique of collecting data. The
researcher checks the data from one subject by a different
technique, it may be by interviewing, collecting the document,
observing, or giving questionnaire. Besides, triangulation of
time means collecting the data by seeing the time, for example,
the researcher collects the data in the morning or checks the data
from interviews, observation, or other techniques in different
times and situations.

Here, the researcher used the triangulation of technique
which is combining data from the technique of collecting data.
In this research, the researcher used data from the result of
teachers’ interviews, documents, and theory. Then, those data
were compared and combined to know the validity of the
research.

5Prof. Dr. Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Pendidikan Pendekatan
Kuantitatif, Kualitatif, dan R&D, 372.
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H. Research Stages

There were several stages to do research. The first step of
this research was preliminary research. This step enabled the
researcher to observe and find out the existing problem in the
environment. In this step, the researcher investigated the teachers
about how they constructed the test and their challenges on it.
During the observation, there were some teachers said that they
did not know about the step of constructing the test or the things
should be considered and they only explained a few of the steps.
This case made the researcher interested to investigate the
teachers’ considerations in designing a test.

The next step was deciding the research design. This design
begins with the investigator’s observations which led to
construct the research questions.”® Then, the researcher
described the problem and limit the study. After that, the
researcher decided the research design and approaches. The
design which appropriated for this study used descriptive
qualitative research.

After deciding the research design, the researcher conducted
the research. The researcher collected the data by interviewing
teachers who designed English Online tests. After that, the
researcher analyzed the data. In the last step, the researcher
interpreted and concluded the data from the result of the
interview.

"SAry et al., Introduction to Research in Education, 426.



CHAPTER 1V
FINDING AND DISCUSSION

This chapter presents the findings and the discussion of collected data
from the teachers’ consideration when designing an English Online test
or computer-based test. The discussion presents a description and
interpretation of the findings and links them to relevant theories and
previous studies.

A. Research Finding

The data were from interviewing 3 English teachers of MA
Darul Ulum Waru who experience in designing an English
Online test. Teacher 1 (T1) teaches and designs a test for 1%, 2",
and 3" grade of senior high school. Teacher 2 (T2) teaches and
designs 1%t grade of senior high school. Teacher 3 (T3) teaches
and designs 1%, 2", and 3™ grade of senior high school. The
researcher interviewed the teachers’ consideration when
designing an online test and they said that designing a paper-
based test and computer-based test was the same: there were no
differences. The only difference was the way they input the test,
as described in the following statements.

“The designing test is the same because the device
starts from test specification” (T1, Excerpt 1)

“There is no difference in designing the test.” (T2,
Excerpt 2)

“It is the same, but the computer-based was taken from
the paper design.” (T3, Excerpt 3)

There were 8 elementsthat teachers considered when
designing the test. They were the test technique, the description
of the test taker, the test level/difficulty level, the suitability of
the material, the evaluation of the test, attachment of the picture,
audio, and video, the compatibility of the platform, the security
of the platform, and the accessibility of the platform. Further
explanation of the finding is represented in the following sub-
chapter.
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1. The teachers’ considerations in designing an English
Online test

When designing a test, the teachers considered 8§

elements, namely: the test technique, the description of the
test taker, the test level/ difficulty level, the suitability ofthe
material, the evaluation of the test, attachment of the picture,
audio, and video, the compatibility of the platform, and the
accessibility of the platform. But, before designing test,
teacher needed to prepare some information about test
administration. Those 2 aspects are described as follow:

a.

Preparation

Teachers said that they need a preparation before
designing test. So, they wrote guideline of test
constructions. In order to make questions appropriate
with the given materials and the syllabus. The
preparation included the information about test
administration, instructions of how to response to the
questions, test takers and content of the test. Teachers
required to write test specification before constructing
the test. Table 4.1 explained the preparation process in
constructing the test that were found in interview
section.

Table 4.1 Teacher’s preparations before designing a test.

Items must be prepared by teachers

Teacher 1

- Syllabus

- Specification of test
- Bloom’s Taxonomy
- Rubric

- Specification of test
- Indicator

Teacher2 | - Weighting of items

- Rubric

- Material

Teacher3 |- Syllabus (SK, KI, KD)

- Sources
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Teacher 1

The table showed that teacher 1 prepared 4
factors for designing a test. The first was the
syllabus. As he stated in the interview,

“The syllabus is needed....” (Teacher 1,
Excerpt 4).

So, before designing a test, teacher 1 prepared the
syllabus for the guidelines. Then, he prepared the
test specification. In the test specification, he
included basic competence, main competence,
material, an indicator of achievement, questions
and answers, and the score. Teacher 1 also stated,

list of Blooms’ Taxonomy must be
prepared, in order to know the level of the
items test.” (T1, Excerpt 5).

Therefore, he prepared a list of Bloom Taxonomy
to decide the level of questions/ items test. Teacher
1 needed it because sometimes the teacher maybe
forgets the terms on each level, so it could be the
guideline to decide the level of the questions. The
last, he prepared the rubric for the guideline on
scoring the students’ performance.
Teacher 2

In the interview teacher 2 said

“The preparation is like the preparation
when designing paper-based. First, we
decided the blueprint then weighting of items,
then the last we made the rubric.” (T2, Excerpt
6).

Therefore, teacher 2 needed the specification of the
test or blueprint, indicator, weighting of items, and
rubric to be prepared before designing test.
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3) Teacher 3
The teacher 3 prepared material, syllabus, and
the question bank, before designing the test. As she
said in the interview,

“I prepared material and syllabus for
the guidelines when designing a test....” (T3,
Excerpt 7).

Therefore, she prepared it because with the
syllabus, she knew what test should be tested to the
students and the material should be prepared well.
She wondered that material should be appropriate
with the syllabus. She did not want to design a test
which was not appropriate with the syllabus,
because it could not assess her students’ ability
well.Furthermore, the material which she prepared
was related to the hot issue and current condition,
so it was actual.She also prepared the sources and
the questions bank to help her in design a test and
make the questions. Moreover, these adminis-
trations were prepared for the guidelines when
designing a test, so the teacher would not design
the test out of what has been taught.
Teachers’ considerations
Based on the result of the interview, the researcher
found that those 3 teachers said in excerpt 1, 2, 3 that
designing a test for a computer-based test was the same
as designing the paper-based test. Besides, teacher 1
said,

“The directions of designing a test arethe
same, but if we see form the technique of making it,
CBT is more complicated than the paper-based
test, because [ should make questions for
listening.” (T1, Excerpt 8).

It was also strengthened by T3, he said
“There is no difference in designing, the
designing is like we used in designing paper-based.
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The difference is the process we input the questions
to CBT” (T3, Excerpt 9).

Therefore, the way or the process of inputting the
questions to CBT and PBT were different. Inputting
questions through CBT needed a connection to the
internet and there was the form to input. It contrasted
with PBT which only wrote down or typewrite the
questions, and the form was based on the designer.
The design of the test through CBT or PBT, based
on T1 was started from the specification of the test then
made the questions and the answer key, and at last,
specifiedthe weight of assessment and rubric. T3 also
argued when designing a test he used the approach first,
the method, the technique, the points, and the blueprint.
Based on the basic knowledge above, the
researcher summarized some elements that teachers
usually considered when designing a test. Based on
those 3 teachers who had been interviewed by the
researcher. The elements that they considered are:

Table 4.2 Teachers’ considerations

The elements teachers consider in designing test

the test technique

the description of the test taker

the test level/ difficulty level

the suitability of the material

the evaluation of the test

the attachment of the picture, audio, and video
the compatibility of the platform

the accessibility of the platform

1) The test technique.

To elicit the students' behavior, when designing a
test teacher should consider the test technique. Based
on the Hughes, test technique was the way of getting
performance from candidates that will tell us about their
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language ability.”” There were many kinds of ways to
get students' language ability. The most popular way
was using multiple-choice, which was also used by the
teacher from MA Darul Ulum.

With Moodle and Google Form the teacher of MA
Darul Ulum using multiple-choice as the one of test
technique. They used multiple choice because they
could get the grade of the test directly, based on the
statement of the teacher 1. Teacher 2 also said

“Because Google Form is complex and can
apply many kinds of technique, I prefer to use
multiple choice on it. Nevertheless, I use multiple
choice in Google Form if I test their
cognitive. ”(T2, Excerpt 10).

Teacher 2 also used multiple-choice, but only for
testing the students’ cognitive. He added that using
multiple choice is easy to correct.

Besides using multiple-choice, teacher 1 and 3
used essay for the middle and final test. However, they
only inserted the questions without an answer box.
Then, the answer wrote on the paper and submit to the
teacher, so the teacher corrected it manually. On the
other hand, teacher 2 (T2) did not use essays in his test
by Google form because if he would test students’
performance, like speaking and writing, he preferred to
use face to face, such as doing the interview, writing,
debriefing, etc.Also, in any form of the basis for using
essays was still corrected manually.

Still many kinds of test technique, for example,
yes/no or true/false items, short-answer items, gap-
filling items, etc., but based on those three teachers,
they preferred to use multiple-choice items as the test
technique which was applied by a computer-based test
such as Moodle and Google form, because it was easier
to input it and also for results it got out faster. For the

""Hughes, Testing for Language Teachers, 75.
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essay, although it only inserted the questions in the
application, this still used for designing middle, final
tests, and the final school test to give a level for the
questions.

2)

3)

The description of the test taker.

Teacher 3 (T3) said that when designing the
test, she should considerthe different background
and ability of the students. For example, some are
good at memorizing, speaking, grammar, some are
fast learners, and the rests areslow learner. This
information was useful in constructing the test and
address the different needs of test takers.

The difficulty level/item difficulty and ability
level.

Based on teachers 1 and 3 (Tl & T3)
considered to difficulty level was the most
important element to be considered. The
interpretation of the difficulty level was examining
the test questions in terms of difficulty so that it
could be obtained which ones were easy, medium,
or difficult. It was approved by teacherl’s (T1)
statement:

“Another consideration is paying attention to
the difficulty level of item test. The levels are
easy, medium, and difficult.” (Teacher 1,
Excerpt 11)

The difficulty level was presented by
percentages. The teacher should know how many
percentages for the easy level, medium level, and
difficulty level.

Additionally, the percentage of the difficulty
level of the item test had been already set by the
curriculum. As teacher 1 (T1) said

“How much we put down the
percentages of difficulty level, it determined
by the curriculum through circulars.”(T1,
Excerpt 12)
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Thus, they could consider how much the items
should be categorized as easy items, medium
items, or difficult items.

Moreover, teacher 3 added that HOTS (Higher
Order Thinking Skills) and LOTS (Lower
Thinking Skills) also should be considered. They
considered it through the Blooms’ Taxonomy level
to create the items. So, they considered which
items should be included in C2, C3, etc. and also
considered the difficulty level of the items.

In discussing students’ ability levels, teacher 2
(T2) considered the level of vocabulary and level
of literacy. One of the main purposes to learn
English was about how we enriched our language
vocabulary. Everyone had different levels in
mastering the vocabulary, as much as he enriched
the vocabulary, as soon as he was fluent in English.
Because of that, teacher 2 (T2) considered the level
of vocabulary. Besides, if they did not know much
vocabulary, the teacher could not give a higher
level of the items.

The second was to consider the level of
literacy. In English lesson, also study many texts.
If the students did not have a background of
knowledge about the given text, it would affect
their understanding of the item questions. So, the
teacher should select the appropriate text to be
tested.

The suitability of the material.

Generally, before teachers design a test, they
prepared instructional material and it must be
prepared well. Thus, from that preparation, teacher
3 (T3) considered that instructional material should
be relevant tothe syllabus, to design the test
according to what was taught. She also added
based on her experience that she ever got a test that
was not relevant to the material that she was
learned because it was from the government.



5)

39

Teacher 1 (T1) also added the reasons why the
material must be in accordance with the syllabus.
Teacher 1 said,

“We should not give a test out of the material
we have learned. So, we need to consider the
instructional material. We considered whether
the material or basic competence (KD) that we
teach to the students is suitable with the latest
syllabus, or whether the basic competence
(KD) has been conveyed well to the students.”
(Teacher 1, Excerpt 13)

Therefore, teacher 1 and 3 (Tl & T3)
considered the instructional material when they
designed a test because they did not want to give
the test out of the material they had taught to their
students and if they gave the test based on the
material had been taught, the students could
answer well the test and the teachers could measure
their students validly.

The evaluation of the test.

Before distributing the test, teachers evaluated
the test. They checked the validity and reliability
of the test and whether the test was appropriate or
not as described by Teacher 1, 2, and 3.Teacher 3
believed that evaluating the test was necessary to
identify whether items were not understandable or
not. If not, teachers could replace or write another
item.

Besides, teacher 2 (T2) had his way to evaluate
his test. In the first step, he would try the test to
someone else first, to the students from the other
class or other courses who had the same level of
education. Then, he would see their achievement.
Therefore, from that way, he used it for the
benchmark.

Different from the others, teacher 1 interpreted
the test evaluation based on the suitability with the
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test specification, equal distribution of basic
competence, the students’ achievement, and
difficulty of the test. According to teacher 1, he
evaluated the test by checking the suitability of the
items with the test specifications. He examined
whether the items had been appropriate with the
test specification or the items were constructed out
of the specification. He also looked at the students’
achievement, whether the students could finish the
test or not.

The attachment of the picture, audio, and video
The other elements was considering to attach
picture, audio and video. As the teacher 1 (T1) said,

“Yes, I attach the picture and audio, yet I do not
attach the video because it takes too much
duration and it is not easy to look for the
shorter video.” (Teacher 1, Excerpt 14)

Teacher 1 attached the picture to test students’
vocabulary and also test their reading and
interpretation of the picture, graphic, and table, for
example in ‘caption’ material, the teacher provided
a picture containing ‘caption’, so the students
interpreted the meaning of the caption. Other
examples, when he designing a listening test, he
attachedthe pictures in the answer choices. The
picture here to describe the meaning of the
question.

Aside from attaching pictures, teacher 1 also
attached the audio for testing listening. In
designing this audio, he looked for the audio from
the book and Google, then he cut and merge the
audio and construct the new questions by himself.
Therefore, attaching the picture and audio should
be considered when designing a test using
computer-based because it would help the teacher
to make vary of questions and the test looked more
interesting.
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The compatibility of the platform.

When designing an online test, the teachers
considered the compatibility of the platform. So,
they checked whether the platform was capable to
use or not for students to do a test. Here, based on
teacher 3 (T3), who used Moodle as the platform
to test her students’ ability, the way she considered
the compatible of the platform was trying it out to
the teachers. As she said,

“So, before the school distributes the
application or the server, usually tried it out
first to the teachers. So, after the teachers try
the application, the school will know
approximately it is capable to use or not,
feasible to use or not.” (Teacher 3, Excerpt
15)

Therefore, before the school introduced the
application/platform to the students, the teacher
should try out the capability of the platform. This
Moodle could be accessed from the mobile phone,
laptop, or computer, so when the middle test,
students were allowed to bring their mobile phone
or laptop to access the test, but for a final school
test, the school provided many laptops for the
students and the test was held in two sessions.
Moreover, MA Darul Ulum provided 3 main
servers to control the access of Moodle. Besides,
according to teacher 2 (T2), when he determined
the platform, he should consider the compatible of
that platform. That was why teacher 2 (T2) used
Google Form as the platform to make a test and it
was capable of running on different hardware and
mobile device.

The accessibility of the platform.

In considering the accessibility of the
platform, the school provided Wi-Fi to connect to
the server, as the teacher 3 (T3) said,
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“This platform is accessible because it is
controlled by the school and the school
provides free Wi-Fi. So, if the students will do
the test, they will connect to the Wi-Fi and
their SIM card should be removed” (Teacher
3, Excerpt 16).

Aside from that, the students had a username to
ease them to enter the platform, so every student
could access the test by themselves with their
mobile phone or laptop. Therefore, the platform
was accessible because the school provided Wi-Fi
and username for the students.

The challenges of designing the online test

The result of the interview indicated that three
teachers reported they did not encounter serious
difficulty in designing test items because besides
making the questions by themselves, they had questions
supply from questions bank. As the teacher 1 (T1) said,

“I think, as often as we design a test, there are no
significant difficulties that we face because we design
the items sometimes we also use our question banks, but
for the text, we can search on Google. And with the
question banks that we have had for years, we can
combine them.” (Teacher 1, Excerpt 17)

However, mostly the challenges that they faced
were related to the technical problem. For example, the
challenge which the teacher 1 (T1) faced was in terms
of technical handlings, such as errors or server down.
And also in the matter of English that challenges him
was in making audio for listening, because he had to
edit and cut the audio from one file into several files,
and made the questions for each file.

For teacher 2 (T2), because Google form was new
for him, he challenged when operated the application
and inputted the question, but he learned it by watching
the tutorial on YouTube. It was not difficult to design a
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test by Google Form, so he felt, maybe it was difficult
at the beginning because he did not know how to
operate it.

For teacher 3, she challenged when operated and
inputted the items on Moodle, because the interruption
from a technical problem such as Wi-Fi error, power
outage, server off, or computer crashed. Moreover,
when she inputted the items, if not at the same time, the
items would be randomized automatically, so she
needed to know which items had been uploaded or
which items had not been yet.

B. Research Discussions

This passage presents the interpretation of the findings and

links them to relevant theories and previous studies. In the field,
through the result of the teachers’ interview, the researcher found
that there are 8 elements to consider when designing an English
Online test.

1.

The teachers’ considerations in designing an English
Online test

The researcher found eight kinds of consideration
elements given by the teachers during interview. Those are
the test technique, the description of the test taker, the
difficulty level, the suitability of the material, the evaluation
of the test, attachment of the picture, audio, and video, the
compatibility of the platform, the accessibility of the
platform.

In Alderson’s book, there are two elements related to
the findings, they were the test techniques and the
description of the test taker. Meanwhile, the interviewing
data in finding showed that the teachers of MA Darul Ulum
not only considered the elements based on the blueprint or
test specification as stated by Alderson. There are some
other new elements that they consider in designing test.
Those elements are the test technique, the description of the
test taker, the test level/ difficulty level, the suitability
material, the evaluation of the test, attachment of the picture,
audio, and video, the compatibility of the platform, and the
accessibility of the platform
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First element was the test technique. Based on
Alderson, the teacher can design a test by multiple-choice,
gap filling, matching, transformation, short answer
questions, picture description, essay, etc.”® However, based
on the finding the teacher mostly used multiple-choice and
few essays because the easiest way to measure the students’
cognitive is by multiple choice. Moreover, teachers
considered test techniques when designing a test because to
measure the students' cognitive, teachers should select the
appropriate test technique.

The second element was the description of the test
taker. Alderson stated what sort of learner will be taking the
test, should be considered when designing a test.”® The test
taker can be categorized from age, sex, level of proficiency,
cultural background, level of intelligence, etc. Based on the
teachers’ interview, Teacher 2 (T2) said that she considered
based on students' intelligence level because each student
has a different ability.

Besides the two elements above, teachers of MA Darul
Ulum also considered the difficulty level of test, the
suitability of the items/test with the material, and the
evaluation of the test.As stated in Gita’s article, some
important things that must be considered in designing tests
included material samples, type of test, level of knowledge,
difficulty level, test time, number of items, and evaluation
of the test.%

The teachers considered the difficulty level of test to
equalize the students’ ability because each student has a
different ability, therefore the teachers divide the level of
items difficulty; easy items, medium items, and difficult
items. Items difficulty based on Wood is the percentage of
the students taking the test who answered the item

8Alderson, Clapham, and Wall, Language Test Construction and
Evaluation, 13.

" Alderson, Clapham, and Wall, 12.

80K ostania, S.ST.,M.Kes., “Pedoman Penyusunan Soal Pilihan Ganda
(Untuk Soal Tes Tertulis),” 2.
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correctly.®! The criteria used are the larger the percentage
getting an item right, the easier the item, vice versa.
Moreover, the items test also considered by referring to
bloom’s taxonomy. The teachers considered HOTS items
and LOTS items. Therefore, the difficult items and easy
items should be considered because each item in the test
should have an appropriate portion for the students. Thus,
the level of item difficulty should be considered well.

The next consideration is based on the suitability of the
items test with the material. A test should refer to the
material that has been taught. Retnawati said that
determining the scope of relevant material must be
considered in designing the test, so the teachers can know
what material will be measured.’> Therefore, when
measuring the students’ competence, the teachers
determined the scope of what material will be measured.
Teacher 1 also argued that he should give relevant test with
the material (see in excerpt 13), so they can measure
students’ competence properly. From this considerations,
teacher 1 (T1) also considered implicitly to validity of test.
As Harmer said that test is valid if it tests what it is supposed
to test.®3 Here, teacher 1 considered that test should be
suitable with the given material.

After the design test, the teacher needs to double-check
the test of whether the test was appropriate for the students
or not. In this case, the teacher needs to consider the
evaluation of the test. Retnawati also argued that before
distributing the test, the teacher should evaluate and try the

81Dorothy Adkins Wood, Test Construction: Development and
Interpretation of Achievement Tests (Columbus, Ohio: Charles E. Merrill
Publishing Co., 1960), 81.

82Heri Retnawati, “Karakteristik Butir Tes dan Analisisnya” (Workshop
Penyusunan Instrumen Uji Kompetensi Guru, Yogyakarta, Oktober
2015), 1,
http://staff.uny.ac.id/sites/default/files/pengabdian/heri-retnawati-dr/4-
karakteristik-butir-tes-dan-analisisnya.pdf.

8Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching, 381.
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test.3* This trial can be done for the other students who have
the same background. Teacher 2 (T2) also evaluated his test
in this way, so T2 asked some students to answer the test,
then he evaluated the items test from their result. T3 also
argued that the items test should be examined first if we
want to check whether the items are proper to be tested, and
if the items are not proper, they will be replaced. Therefore,
the teacher should consider the evaluation of the test before
he distributes the test to the students, to avoid bad items
which cannot measure the students’ competence.

Besides considering the test or items test, the teacher
also considering based on the online term. When using the
online test, usually teachers provide some digital media such
as pictures, audio, or video. Teacher 1 (T1) also attached the
media in his test. When he tested the listening, he attached
the audio on the test, so the students could play the audio by
themselves. When he attached the media in the test,
especially audio for the listening test, he considered the
appropriate audio for his students. Then, he cut and merged
some audio which he took from the resource book or
Google, then matched it with the material are given in the
class. Besides, he also attached the picture to measure the
students’ vocabulary. In these elements, he also considered
the capacity of the media before he uploads it to the test.
Seeing that, as Romli said that teacher should know the size
of the picture or audio being upload because some platform
provides a minimum capacity of the media, and it can ease
the students to access and download the test in minimum
quota.®> The minimum size of the media is uploaded, the
minimum quota is used to download it.

The other element of dealing with online is the
compatibility of the platform. Based on Krishna,
compatibility testing of the platform or software means
checking whether the platform or software is capable of
running on different hardware, applications, network

8Heri Retnawati, “Karakteristik Butir Tes dan Analisisnya,” 3.
85Romli, “Perhatikan 5 Hal dalam Pembuatan Ujian Online.”
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environments, or mobile device.?® Seeing that, the teachers
considered that Moodle is capable of running on a computer
or mobile phone, so the students can access the test
easily.The way they check the compatibility is by trying it
for the teachers. Besides, as the teacher 2 said that Google
form also capable and easy to use for testing because the
students can access with their device. Therefore, when the
teacher designed a test using an online test, they have to
check the compatibility of the platform first whether it was
capable to use or not.

Another element which considered by teachers of MA
Darul Ulumis the accessibility of the platform. As in excerpt
16, Teacher 3 (T3) said that the Moodle platform is
accessible for the students to do a test because it can access
in Google or website and the school provides the Wi-Fi to
access it. The previous study also said that Moodle is the
most accessible platform to be considered as the evaluation
platform.’” Moreover, Sciavone said in his study that most
recent papers highlight a general good accessibility of
Moodle, but indicate some criticalities within specific
features of the platform (such as chat or content). From that
discussion, teacher should consider the accessibility of the
platform before use it, to know whether the platform is
accessible for the students or not.

8Krishna, “What Is Compatibility Testing? Forward & Backward Testing
(Example).”

87 Antonio Giovanni Schiavone, “Is Moodle Accessible? An Analysis
through Experiences in Scientific Literature and a Case Study,”
ResearchGate, September 10, 2018, 170.



CHAPTERV
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

This chapter provides the conclusion and suggestion of the research
according to the research findings and discussions which were discussed
in the previous chapter. The conclusion summarized the result of the study
based on the findings and the discussion. Therewithal, the suggestions
concerning this study for the people who related to this study also
presented here.

A. Research Conclusion

Based on the findings and discussions of the research, the
researcher tries to conclude the result of the data analysis to
answer the research question of this research. The research
question was about what the teachers’ considerations in
designing an English online test. Based on the findings and
discussions, the researcher found 8 elements to consider in
designing the test. They are the test technique, the description of
the test taker, the item difficulty, the suitability of the item test
with the material, the evaluation of the test, attachment of the
picture, audio, or video, the compatibility, and the accessibility
of the platform. The teachers of MA Darul Ulum considered the
elements based on the administration that they prepared, such as
syllabus, test specifications (blueprint), material, and sources
(bank of items test).

In addition, three teachers (T1, T2, & T3) reported that they
did not encounter serious difficulty in designing test items
because they wrote the questions by themselves and obtain the
questions from questions bank. However, they encountered
technical problem when doing online test.

B. Suggestion
Based on the result of the study, there are some suggestions
from the researcher are as the following.
1. For teacher
Through this research, the teacher can evaluate the way
they make a test before tested to the students. In the future,
the teacher can design a test by considering many elements

48
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such as 8 elements which are explained in the previous
chapter. Then, when designing an online test, they also
considered in the online setting, such as the security of the
platform, the accessibility, the compatibility, and so on, so
they do not just choose the platform carelessly. Also, the
preparations should be done well, because designing a test
will refer to the preparations.

For other researchers

This research discussed the considerations of the
teachers when they design an English online test. Thus, for
the other researchers who will conduct the similar topic of
this research, it is better if they discuss more deeply about
the elements or find other elements to be considered, or from
the different area, such as from the teacher and students
perspective, or based on other preparations.
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