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CHAPTER IV 

THE INTERPRETATION OF SIHR 

A. Sihrin Al Qur’an 

It is revealed in one of the opening chapters of the Noble Quran: 

سُلَيْمَانُ وَلَكِنَّ الشَّيَاطِينَ كَفَرُوا يُـعَلِّمُونَ وَاتَّـبـَعُوا مَا تَـتـْلُو الشَّيَاطِينُ عَلَى مُلْكِ سُلَيْمَانَ وَمَا كَفَرَ 

اَ نحَْنُ النَّاسَ السِّحْرَ وَمَا أنُْزلَِ عَلَى الْمَلَكَينِْ بِبَابِلَ هَارُوتَ وَمَارُوتَ وَمَا يُـعَلِّمَانِ مِنْ أحََدٍ حَتىَّ يَـقُ  ولاَ إِنمَّ

هُمَا  نَةٌ فَلاَ تَكْفُرْ فَـيَتـَعَلَّمُونَ مِنـْ مَا يُـفَرِّقُونَ بِهِ بَـينَْ الْمَرْءِ وَزَوْجِهِ وَمَا هُمْ بِضَارِّينَ بِهِ مِنْ أَحَدٍ إِلاَّ بِإِذْنِ فِتـْ

فَعُهُمْ وَلَقَدْ عَلِمُوا لَمَنِ اشْتـَرَاهُ مَا لَهُ فيِ الآْخِرَةِ مِنْ  بِئْسَ مَا اللَّهِ وَيَـتـَعَلَّمُونَ مَا يَضُرُّهُمْ وَلاَ يَـنـْ خَلاَقٍ وَلَ

 .رَوْا بِهِ أنَْـفُسَهُمْ لَوْ كَانوُا يَـعْلَمُونَ شَ 

“ And they followed [instead] what the devils had recited during the 

reign of Prophet Sulaiman. It was not Prophet Sulaiman who disbelieved, but 

the devils disbelieved, teaching people magic and that which was revealed to 

the two angels at Babylon, Harut and Marut. But the two angels do not teach 

anyone unless they say, “We are a trial, so do not disbelieve [by practicing 

magic].” And [yet] they learn from them that by which they cause separation 

between a man and his wife. But they do not harm anyone through it except 

by permission of Allah . And the people learn what harms them and does not 

benefit them. But the Children of Israel certainly knew that whoever 

purchased the magic would not have in the Hereafter any share. And 

wretched is that for which they sold themselves, if they only knew “ 
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… And if they had believed, and guarded themselves from evil and kept 

their duty to Allah, far better would have been the reward from their Lord, if 

they but knew! 

A very long time ago, in one of the most ancient cities in the world. A 

city referred to in the Bible as Babel, came two angels sent to test mankind 

with forbidden knowledge. The Forbidden Arts or Dark Arts was no different 

in its destructiveness then the other temptations men dealt with in the world, 

but this knowledge was like none that ever came before it. This Forbidden 

knowledge would cost a hefty price, it would cost the practitioner’s afterlife. 

The angels warned men if they pursued this knowledge they would have no 

share in the afterlife. The only destination being the Fires of Hell. From 

ancient folklore it is said to be a common tradition that when a chief among 

the practitioners of this dark arts would be asked by someone to learn from 

them, they would send them upon trials and tests trying to discourage them 

from learning this art, imagine if the angels did the same. They put these men 

through endless horrors and trials in order to discourage them yet they 

insisted, they insisted on learning this dark arts and damning their souls. 

These two angels would be carved into the annals of ancient history. 

Later ancient civilizations would adopt them as deities for the knowledge they 

had taught. As another major civilization sprung up in the world, the ancient 

Egyptian civilization, the difference between the disciples of Harut and Marut 

would lead one of them to migrate from Babel to Egypt to find a fertile 

location for their form of dark arts to take root and become dominant. So the 
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disciples of Harut settled in Egypt while the disciples of Marut remained 

mainly in Babel. Thus the world came to know them as the priesthood of 

Horus in Egypt and the Priesthood of Marduk in Babylon. 

The difference between the two dark arts is mentioned in numerous 

ancient texts but for the most part, the art of Horus was illusionary as it 

effected the mind through the retinas or eyes through exposure to certain 

chemicals, symbols and rituals etc. As the story of Moses speaks of the priests 

of the Pharaoh / Fir’aun causing the masses to perceive ropes as snakes 

completely fooling the eyes and causing the mind to lapse from reality. This 

form of dark art was represented by the one eye of Horus as it “fooled” the 

eye. 

As for the art of Marduk, this form was far more sinister, it could 

summon demons and cause sicknesses through the deployment of these 

demons, as this form of dark art affected the spirit of individuals damaging 

the body of the person and causing horrible repercussions. It could also cause 

a husband to leave his wife, as it could twist temporarily the mind of the 

person, causing moment of temporal insanity. A lot of things in recent history 

have been blamed on this form of temporal insanity so much so it has become 

a part of traditional legal law in most countries around the world. 

This art was so widespread and it gave the two priesthoods of Egypt and 

Babylon so much power that it brought much of the world to its knees for 

centuries. It was not until Prophet Sulaiman was given dominion over the 
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earth that he brought this practice of the dark arts to temporal end. He 

confiscated all the books and transcripts of the dark arts from both Egypt and 

Babylon and he sealed them away. He outlawed the practice of black magic 

and the dark arts and made it punishable by death and he dealt with it severely 

with an iron fist giving the world a short recluse. 

It was not until he death, that Satan along with his devils who were under 

slave labor to Prophet Sulaiman who was given dominion over them by God 

out of anger and vengeance began their ruthless campaign to misconstrue the 

life of Prophet Sulaiman telling the people where they could find the sealed 

books of black magic under his throne, thus purporting that the source of his 

power was not God after all but Black Magic. Thus the tales of the Lord of 

the Rings originates. As the ancient Jewish folklore portrays Prophet 

Sulaiman as deriving his power from a Ring given to him by a demon called 

Asmadeus thus giving Prophet Sulaiman, a “master sorcerer” ultimate power 

and dominion. 

Of course which is all a lie. God gave Prophet Sulaiman dominion not 

only over men, but over the forces of nature, from wind to animals and he 

also gave him dominion over the unseen world, the Jinn. The word, “Jinn” 

comes from the arabic root which means, “to hide, or hidden”. They are 

hidden from our faculties of sight and hearing, some say due to being on a 

different dimension or spectrum of existence then us but that is only known to 

God. All that is known to us is that we do not see them but they can see us. 

God gave him dominion over the strong among the Jinn who were corrupt 
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and evil. Thus punishing them. They did tasks which he commanded them 

without their consent. As they were criminals and this was their prison time. 

Among the things he tasked them with was the expanding of the Santuary 

of Jerusalem, or the “Temple” as it has come to be known. Among the chiefs 

“masons” would be called Asmadeus by practitioners of those who found 

these dark arts much later on and adopted them after uncovering their secrets 

while digging under the ruins of the Santuary or “Temple” where they were 

once sealed. 

In effort to explain that the “Masons” of the Santuary of Jerusalem were 

bondaged “Devils” or “Shayateen” whom God gave Prophet Sulaiman 

dominion over for their evil which they spread across the lands, and Prophet 

ProphetSulaiman made them work tirelessly on many tasks one of which was 

the building of the Santuary or ancient “Temple”. Now these bondaged 

Masons after the death of Prophet Sulaiman ran free across the lands and out 

of vengence, these newly Freed Masons took up a campaign to spread 

falsehood about the reign of Prophet ProphetSulaiman and the source of his 

power. So they exposed some of the Children of Israel after him to the sealed 

books of Black Magic and they claimed that was the source of his great 

power and not the Almighty Creator of all that exists. 

The name “Freemasons” would later be inherited by their predecessors 

and the inheritors of their evil and corruption. They inherited most of the 

knowledge of the dark arts and black magic sealed under the ruins of the 
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Ancient Santuary in Jerusalem which they restlessly dug under the guise of 

searching for ancient christian artifacts. These men were then known as the 

Knights Templar. 

Until today, the symbolism of their occult tradition glorifies the ones they 

inherited their knowledge from. We see it in the two pillars of Boaz and 

Jachin. One symbolizes the Night and the Other Day. 

The Prophet Muhammad pbuh declared in an authentic hadith narrated 

from Jaabir (may Allaah be pleased with him) that he said: The Messenger of 

Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Do not let your 

animals and children go out when the sun has set, until the first part of the 

night is over, for the devils come out when the sun sets, until the first part of 

the night is over.” 

The portal which lies between the two pillars of which the ones of great 

knowledge come through is the Nexus or the meeting of the Night and Day. 

As it is mentioned in ancient scriptures and the language of the Hadiths of the 

Prophet Muhammad as “The wings of the night”. 

The theory of the art of Horus is exposed to us day and night through 

television screen, through the music we listen to and other outlets, and the art 

of Marduk effects our daily life in this modern society in which we live. To 

ignore the fact that Black Magic is excessively practiced on all and everyone 

of us, and our children is to have no shield against this constant line of 

attacks. 
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The Prophet Muhammad peace and blessing be upon him was given the 

remedy against the forces of the unseen and the dark arts. Unless we have 

these remedies we will fall prey and so will our families and our children. So 

the main intention of this article is to tell all those who read to constantly put 

to use the remedies given to us by the Final and Last Prophet and Messenger 

of God, and it lies in the pages and the verses of the Quran. 

B. Sihrin the Interpretation of Fakhruddin al Razi 

Amongthe verses ofthe Qur’anthat discussmagic, the letteral-

Baqarah:102andal-A’raf: 133-122asthestudyofmagic, the author describesThe 

secondparagraph, theletteral-Baqarah: 102andal-A’raf: 133-122The 

interpretationgiven byar-Razithat theletteral-Baqarah: 

102associatedwiththreeperiods, namely: the Jewsduringthe 

ProphetMuhammad, the Jewsearlier, andpeople whoduringProphet 

Sulaiman.53 

This isrelevantbecausemostJewsdo notbelieve inthe prophethoodof 

Prophet Sulaimanbecausetheyassumethat thepropheticand 

thethroneearnedisbecauseof magic. Ar-RaziassertedthatThisverseprovesthat 

someJewsare more likely tothelegacybook writtenAshif, a 

secretarySulaimanwhowritesas taughtwitchcraftdemons. sowhenthe 

Prophetcameandgettingcomplaintsaboutthe subjectProphet 

Sulaimansupposedlyasawitch, thenal-The Qur’andeniesthatapostatesanduse 

                                                        
53Fakhruddin al-Razy, Tafsir al-Kabir, Vol. III., Dar ll-Fikr, Beirut, p 332 
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magicisthe devilthatdevised.Propagandathatmadethe devil(although 

stilldebatable ) who is meant bythe word syayathin, jinnordemonsofthe typeof 

humankind) can be seeninCunningandissuesdisseminatedto the publicthat: 

activitydonebydevilisstealingnewsfromthe skyandtransferringwhat isheardinto 

written forminone book, but therearehidden, that issomethingwhichleadsto 

thetruthandconverted intoa hoax. 

Included alsowith theknowledgeof God communicatedtoProphet 

Sulaiman, in the form ofmiracles.By demonsthat 

informationtransformedandused ascommodityissuesanew science. 

Finallydevildisseminate andteachthatwe(demons) had knownthe unseennews. 

ThepowerProphet Sulaimanberhsailroyalcontrolandsubjugatethe jinn, man, the 

windandthe otherisnotsobecause the science isthis, asthere isinthisbook, 

becausewehaveknown the heaven news before. 

The above verserejectsany attemptorformrebuffperformed byJews, whodo 

notbelieveaboutProphet Sulaimanprophetic, that theJewsgained 

knowledgemagicofProphet SulaimanandProphet 

SulaimanacquiredpowernotAnotheristhemagicofscience. 

finallyGodrehabilitatethe reputation ofProphet Sulaimanwhichhad 

beenprofanedbyJewswiththe worddeliveredto ProphetMuhammad inthe 

Qur’anwhichstates thatapostatesshirscienceandpracticeisthe devilfor 

manslipandfollow the footsteps ofSatan.  
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Moredetailsar-Razisaidthatthemagicetymologyis anything thatrelies 

onsmooth things andisobscured. Butaccording toisamicshari’ah it isunderstood 

assomethingthat isnotobviouswhy, is notin accordancewiththeir 

originalnaturethat haselements ofthe amulet(powerful and unseen things) as 

well asdeceptive. 

According toRazimagicdevelopmentsare divided intoseveral 

form, namely : 

MagicKildaninandKisdanin, that theyas agenerationThe firstwho 

worshiped the starsandtheyconsider itasEssencegoverningthe universe. From 

itwillemitteddecree anythinggoodandbad, happinessandluckwretched. 

Seeingthecommunityofworshipersof GodsentIbrahimtogivean explanationto 

the nationin orderto followwhat is being taught. In other wordsmagicThisis 

thekind ofmagicthatrely onnewsfromthe sky, 

rangingfromkonfigusaristarorotherindication, such asweather. 

1. Magicisbasedonprejudiceowner/hunchesandthe power oflust. Thismagicis 

more emphasis onthe power ofinstinctorlustthat has beenconditionedso as 

tomakeorchangesomethingwithoutmovement. 

2. Magic thatusesthe help ofa quietsoul, but ofcontemporary 

generationandMu’tazilahdo not believeThis, because thespiritis 

basicallydividedintotwo, namelythe spirit ofgood(genie believer) 

andevilspiritsanddemons(jinnsanddemonsreject). Asintendedby thepower 

of the spirithereThereis acore strengthinthisuniverse. suchthe sunis 
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likened to theflame, the seais associatedwithrain, 

associatedwithpeople’spower. Thereforeforcanmakerainorfire, one 

mustmaster thecoreofforces(spirit) ofsuch nature. 

3. Relying onmagicpower ofimaginativeandsensualhoaxespecially 

theeyesenses. This can be seenwhen onebeingon a ship, as 

ifmovingforwardisseawhile theshipstopped. 

Itshowsbeholdsomethingstopped(stationary) willbe seento 

moveandthemovewillbe seenstill.This showsthatthe powerof the 

senses(eye) isveryweak, so thatthe datareceivedfromsensorynervescould 

bewrongormistaken, so thatbetweenthe realitywithwhat is 

seenandfeltisnot the same. 

4. Magicisbasedonactsorstrange behaviororremarkablethatprotrudes 

fromseveral sets ofequipmentcanmoveasaploy/trick. It can be seenin the 

days ofPharaoh / Fir’aun, thattheropeswerethrownas iflife. 

5. Magicthatreliesonspecialized equipment, such ascigarettethatcanmake 

apersonunconscious. 

6. Magicthatreliesonknowledgeof theismula’dhamso thatthe jinnwill 

besubject toall matterstowardtheperson 

7. Magicassociatedwithpittingeffort. 

ArRazithereforemore likelythatwitchcraftin essence isnotuglyandis 

notprohibited. Itisaccording to thenature ofexpertagreementthat the essence 

ofscienceisnoble. Butthemagicpractitionerstatingthatall theforces that 
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governthe universeis thepower ofthe stars/heavensorthe likethat iscapable 

ofmakegood and badcircumstancesto the exclusion ofGod’s poweriskufr.  

This meansthatthemagiclead topolytheismandnotin accordancewith the 

teachings ofthe Lordispagan. Thebelievethatwitchcraftexists,thenitis nota 

problem, because all knowledgeisbelongingandofGod, while 

thelearnedarenoban. As forbeing bannedisthe implementationofscienceThe. If 

itdoes notviolatethelawof Godandthe logichumanitythenitis 

notprohibitedbutotherwiseifcrashingevenbrokenthe powerof 

Godandviolatehuman rightshumansthenitis prohibited. 

Thoughmostallmagicare 

doneforthe purpose ofbadanddeceptive. 

While thepenaltyfor a Muslimwhocame towitchesandbelievethat 

thestrength ofskyandstar-lahwhoorganize andprovideall 

theinformationwellorbadwhichcancauselifeandhappinessmiseryof 

lifeandthebelieversbelievethepersonareregarded asinfidels, 

apostatesasandthisis thepunishment forthoseconvicted. 

Understandinginfidelsagainstthe witchesandmagicdevoteeactuallywas based 

onthe meaning oftextuality(ma’naal-Kharijites) ofparagraph that: “Prophet 

Sulaimanis notdisbelieve, but thedevilsweredisbelievers”. Satan isa 

predicateinfidelsfor havingbewitched, that is changingtruthintofalsehood, 

thusmisleading people. That iswhatispreachedandpracticedsatanicdeception 

merely thatmanslippedandbecamelifelongfriendsof devil. 
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Ar-Raziwhenencounterthe letteral-A’raf: 113-122 

Ar-RazibelievesthatwhenMosesdescendedascarriers ofthe 

instructionsandwarningsto his people, thenFir’uanstubbornandhis 

peopleaskingandquestioningwhatmakesevidencethatMoseswasa prophet. 

With thepermissionof Allahwhobroughtthe stickinto a 

serpentthatMoseslargeas well asthe release ofthewhitelightfrom thehand of 

the ProphetMoses.54 

Ar-Raziexplainsthat the versedescribesrebuffthe 

physicists/expertnatureof thechanges in the formofastickinto abigsnake. 

Therefore, what isshown(demonstrated bythe prophetMosesisthe 

casethatvanity(can not be accepted byany sense).Itwas based 

onargumentthatchangesoneformintoanotherformwithoutnocausalityishighly 

unlikely, let aloneofasmall stickcanbea verylargesnake. ifitis believed, thenit 

could bea youngchildbornofaadoptionwithoutfertilizationofa pairof 

menandwomen. Similarly,it could beamountainchangedinto gold. That 

iswhatbroughtthe prophetMosesandthetrustit accepts afalsehoodagainst 

him(something that is notacceptedby the mind). 

Pharaoh / Fir’aunpeoplealreadystrugglingwith theworldof 

magicandforeignmakesnowitchcraftin the public eye, sowhenMoseswith allof 

his miraclesmost ofthe peoplePharaoh / Fir’aun(especially princes) states 

thatwhatMoseswastakenasthe peakof witchcraftandsorcery, becausehas a 

                                                        
54Ibid.,p. 157- and so .. 
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goalonthe powerandleadership. This iswhysomethingisconsidered to benot in 

accordance withthe laws of nature and reasondo notreceive it, Pharaoh / 

Fir’auncommunitycallasmagic. 

This canbe excused becauseof humiliation andandreveals 

thepowerlessnessof Pharaoh / Fir’aun in themiraclematchProphetMoses, 

sohesought help fromthe witchestoMosescanwinthe argument. 

However,whenthe witchescameto Pharaoh / Fir’aunandtheyask fora 

fee/remunerationhigh, Pharaoh / Fir’aunwithdiplomaticlanguageto 

saythathewillprovidesubstantial rewardsifsuccessfulmagiciansthemiracles 

ofthe ProphetMosesbeat. This is themagicweakness, thatis whythe witchesdo 

notwant to changedustintogold, so thattheycanget rich quick, why it 

hasnotdone?.The witchesareawarethattheirmagiclies andthere is norealityat 

all. This isa weaknessmagic55 

Eventuallythese problems(mistrust /doubtPharaoh / Fir’auncommunity) 

answered withthe argument thatwhathappened tothe 

prophetMosesisanexception, therefore for thosewhodo notknow thetheoretical 

basis, theywillreject it. Whathappened tothe 

prophetMosesissomethinghighlyconfidentialandthis is thegift of 

Godtocripplinghubristhemagus. Thereforeifthere issomethingbeyondreason, 

as happened in thepastprophetic, then itissomethingof glory(intercession).  

                                                        
55Ibid.,hlm. 164 
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That iswhat ishappening tothe prophetandthe believersis acommon thing, 

ifthere isa blindmanwhorunsfromAndalusiain thedarkness ofthe 

nightandhelooked rightandleftwhichoccurredinthe 

vicinity,whetheritissomethingthatdoes notmake sense, but it’sa 

phenomenonthat occurs. 

 

 

C. Sihr in the Interpretation Of RasyidRida 

Theinterpretation ofRashid Ridhain his bookal-Manar, itis more 

likelythatwhat is presentedin theal-The Qur'andeals withmagic, asstated inal-

Baqarah: 102isused asI'tibarorlessonsthatareright is 

rightandthatvanityisvanity, soRidhanotquestionedwhetherthesecondpersonof 

thetypesof angels, jinnorhuman. WhenencounteredletterRidaal-A'raf: 113-

122arguesthat: this is thefunctionthat bringsthe magicof liesanddeception. This 

can be seenwhenPharaoh'smagicianstrick thehuman eyeat that timeso 

thattheyfantasizethatwhat is seenandis said byexpertsmagic is true. 

Therefore,whenthewitchesthrewtheirropes, thensuddenlyas ifa ropeitbecamea 

snakewhowas opening his mouthwhilestuck outhis tongue.56 

FinallyRidhaexplainsthatmagiccomponentconsistsonthreeelements:  

                                                        
56RasyidRidha, Tafsir al-Manar, Juz I, Mesir, 1958, p. 396- and so 
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1. Ahoaxandimagination(picture inwishfulthinking/fantasy) that have 

noreality/reality. 

2. Needing helpdemonorsomethingthatcan becloserto the reality ofthe devil, 

so thatwhat is desiredbywitchwill come true/happenwiththe help ofthe 

devil. 

3. Closureissomethingfrom the original, so thatthe powerofwitchesin 

changingthe form ofhumans intoanimalshimarhighly preferred. This is 

whatis meantbycovering the originalformof humanstrengthin changingthe 

viewtheeyesbecomedonkey.57 

By knowingthe differencebetweenmiracleswithmagic, 

hopedpeoplewouldrealizethat what was donebyshamans ismagicmereruse. 

Ridlastatedthatthe differencebetweenthemagicmiracleis: 

ifmiraclesonlyownedbytheProphetwhich are true, bothin terms of 

aspectseccentricandincrintric. So there is nodifferencebetweennaturewithwhat 

isseen and felt. For thosewhoagainst itwill not beable todefeatorchange. 

Whilethere areanomaliesin themagicissomething that isa mirageanda 

mereruse, becausebetween theoriginalformandwithwhat isseen and 

feltisverycontradictory.58 

He is morein agreement with whatisstated in 

theeditorialthatSulaimanwasnotusinghis magicpowersinobtainandrun 

theroyalgovernmentthelarge. It can be seenthatthe statementof the 

                                                        
57Ibid., 47 
58Ibid .., 59 
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Qur'anexpressnegationorrefutation ofthechargespaganandJewishstates 

thatSulaimanwasa practitionermagic, whichcan be provedthatafterthe death 

ofSulaimaninunder thethronethereisabook ofwritingsaboutmagic, but itallisthe 

cunning of Satan, so thathumanasleep anddeceivedso it 

willslipinpersuasionand its temptation andawayfrom theworshipof 

Godastheexaltedarethe starsandthe newsof thedevil.  

This is whatis meantby the statementof the Qur'anthatwhich ispagan(uses 

magic) isa demonis notSulaiman. It means that prophet Sulaiman was 

cleanandnotinvolved(far) fromtheallegationsinfidelsandJews. 

D. The Similarity and Diffirences of Both Interpretation 

After providing, understanding each of both interpretation, and 

comparing both of them, it can conclude some similarities and differences:   

1. The similarity of Both Interpretation 

a. In writing their great book, they have same method. They interpreted 

verse by verse as sequence as the quranic verse. As basically due to 

sihr make other people’s life in a danger both are having same 

opinion that practicing sihr is Haram or Forbidden 

b. Both of them interpreted al-Quran according to expert interpreters’ 

opinion or reasoning of themselves. But they did not forget to excerpt 

the narrations of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and his companions. 

They also excerpted some opinions of Islamic Scholars who expert in 

quranic exegesis.    
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2. The difference of Both Interpretation 

The main diffirent between both interpretation is all about the 

result in implementation of Islamic law ,RasyidRidha stated that Sihris 

totally forbidden because it deceive people from its real condition, 

moreover sihr always tend to make people in danger . 

whileFakhruddiknArRazi said that learning about magic is not forbidden 

because actually magic also knowledge from Allah, where the substance 

of science is available to be learnt. And not all magic is danger. It is 

haram or forbidden if magic could make danger for others. 
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