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ABSTRACT 

Langgeng Firmansyah, 2023. The Face of Contemporary Indonesian Democratization: The 

Resilience and Fragility of Democracy in the Joko Widodo Era 2014-2023. Political Science 

Study Program, Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. 

Keyword: Democracy, Regretion, Democracy Resilience, Jokowi. 

Studies on democratization in Indonesia are growing rapidly. However, the majority 

are dominated by studies on democratic regression. There are only a few studies that take the 

theme of democratic resilience. This research is different because it addresses the limited 

research on this theme. By relying on Ken Setiawan's study entitled Vulnerable but Resilient: 

Indonesia in an Age of Democratic Decline as an entry point and following the logic that has 

been built to try to portray the dynamics of democracy with the latest data collected from 

various sources and processed qualitatively. The three main indicators of democratic resilience 

in Ken's study will be reviewed with the latest data on whether these variables still support the 

functioning of democracy in Indonesia.  

The victory of gender activists over the dominance of Islamists, the cessation of the 

discourse on the three-term President, and the moderation of political polarization show that 

Ken Setiawan's study found limited democratic progress. Using a qualitative approach with 

conventional qualitative content analysis methods. Data collection techniques adopted 

literature and documentation studies combined with the concept of democratic resilience, 

David Beetham's institutional theory of democracy and accountability theory. Based on the 

data and theories used, it is found that the current condition of democracy has regressed.  

Departing from the claims of three potential indicators of democratic resilience put 

forward by Ken Setiawan, the victory of gender activists against Islamist groups indicates that 

horizontal and diagonal accountability is still working well, the cessation of the three-term 

President discourse is also interpreted as the result of diagonal accountability representation, 

and the moderation of political polarization is not very successful, even the potential to return 

in the 2024 elections remains open. The failure of consolidation at the electoral level to reduce 

the polarization that emerged in 2014 and the emergence of pragmatic actors further slowed 

down the process of moderating political polarization. From these results, it can be concluded 

that democracy in Indonesia has decreased compared to previous years. 
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ABSTRAK 

Langgeng Firmansyah, 2023. Wajah Demokratisasi Kontemporer Indonesia: Ketahanan dan 

Kerapuhan Demokrasi Era Joko Widodo 2014-2023. Skripsi Program Studi Ilmu Politik 

Fakultas Ilmu Sosial dan Ilmu Politik UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. 

Kata Kunci: Demokrasi, Regresi, Ketahanan Demokrasi, Jokowi. 

Studi tentang demokratisasi di Indonesia berkembang pesat. Namun, mayoritas 

didominasi kajian tentang regresi demokrasi. Hanya ditemui beberapa kajian studi yang 

mengambil tema ketahanan demokrasi. Penelitian ini menjadi berbeda karena hadir atas 

keterbatasan penelitian dalam tema tersebut. Dengan disandarkan pada studi milik Ken 

Setiawan yang berjudul Vulnerable but Resilient: Indonesia in an Age of Democratic Decline 

sebagai pintu masuk dan mengikuti logika yang sudah terbangun untuk mencoba memotret 

dinamika demokrasi dengan data-data terbaru yang dihimpun dari berbagai macam sumber dan 

diolah secara kualitatif. Tiga indikator utama ketahanan demokrasi dalam studi milik Ken akan 

ditinjau ulang dengan data-data terbaru apakah variabel tersebut masih menjadi penopang 

berjalannya demokrasi di Indonesia.  

Kemenangan aktivis gender terhadap dominasi kelompok Islamis, berhentinya 

diskursus tiga periode jabatan Presiden, serta moderasi polarisasi politik menunjukkan studi 

milik Ken Setiawan menemukan kemajuan demokrasi secara terbatas. Menggunakan 

pendekatan kualitatif dengan metode analisis isi kualitatif konvensional. Teknis pengumpulan 

data peneliti mengadopsi studi kepustakaan dan dokumentasi yang dikombinasikan dengan 

konsep ketahanan demokrasi, teori institusional demokrasi David Beetham dan teori 

akuntabilitas. Berdasarkan data dan teori yang digunakan, ditemukan bahwa kondisi demokrasi 

terkini mengalami regresi.  

Berangkat dari klaim tiga indikator potensi ketahanan demokrasi yang dikemukakan  

Ken Setiawan, kemenangan aktivis gender kontra kelompok Islamis menandakan akuntabilitas 

horizontal dan diagonal masih bekerja dengan baik, berhentinya diskursus Presiden tiga 

periode juga dimaknai sebagai hasil representasi akuntabilitas diagonal, dan moderasi 

polarisasi politik tidak terlalu sukses, bahkan potensi untuk kembali di pemilu 2024 tetap 

terbuka. Gagalnya konsolidasi dalam level elektoral untuk meredam polarisasi yang muncul 

2014 dan munculnya aktor-aktor pragmatis semakin memperlambat proses moderasi polarisasi 

politik. Dari hasil tersebut ditarik kesimpulan bahwa demokrasi di Indonesia mengalami 

penurunan daripada tahun-tahun sebelumnya. 
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