
 

 

AN ANALYSIS OF MAXIM VIOLATION IN DAVE 

CHAPPELLE’S STAND-UP COMEDY ON YOUTUBE 

CHANNEL “NETFLIX IS A JOKE” 

 

 

THESIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BY: 

LAYLIA SALSA SABILA 

REG. NUMBER A03219022 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF ADAB AND HUMANITIES 

UNIVERSITAS ISLAM NEGERI SUNAN AMPEL 

SURABAYA 

2023 



 

 

ii 

 

 

 

  



 

 

iii 

 

 



 

 

iv 

 

  



 

 

v 

 

 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/  

vii 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

Sabila, L.S. (2023).  An Analysis of Maxim Violation in Dave Chappelle’s Stand-

Up Comedy on YouTube Channel “Netflix is a Joke”. English Literature 

Department, Faculty of Adab and Humanities, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. 

Advisors: (I) Prof. Dr. A. Dzo'ul Milal, M.Pd., (II) Tristy Kartika Fi'aunillah, 

M.A. 

  

 

This study aims to examine the maxim violation and the functions of 

violating those maxims to create humor in the Stand-Up comedy show by Dave 

Chappelle on YouTube Channel entitled “Netflix Is A Joke”. In this research, the 

researcher focuses on finding the dominant maxim violation that is used by Dave 

Chappelle. 

This study uses a qualitative descriptive approach to get a clear and 

systematic description of the problem that being analyzed. Data collection has been 

completed by identifying all utterances in the performance that contain maxim 

violation. The researcher used Grice’s theory to analyze the maxim violations. All 

maxim violation utterances then classified based on their respective types by using 

the appropriate code in the corresponding text. The analysis was continued by 

identifying the type in each utterance and describing each function of the type based 

on context of the utterance. In the end, the researcher found out what types of maxim 

violation that were most frequently used by Dave Chappelle. 

In the study, the researcher found that Dave Chappelle violated all of four 

Grice’s maxims. The study reveals that there are 21 data of maxim violations of 

quality, 13 data of maxim violations of manner, 9 data of maxim violations of 

quantity, and 5 data of maxim violations of relevance. In conclusion, the maxim 

violation of quality is the most dominant violation occurs in the stand-up comedy 

video.  

 

Keywords: cooperative principle, Dave Chappelle, humor, maxim, stand-up 

comedy 
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ABSTRAK 
 

Sabila, L.S. (2023).  An Analysis of Maxim Violation in Dave Chappelle’s Stand-

Up Comedy on YouTube Channel “Netflix is a Joke”. Program Studi Sastra 

Inggris, Fakultas Adab dan Humaniora, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. 

Pembimbing: (I) Prof. Dr. A. Dzo'ul Milal, M.Pd., (II) Tristy Kartika 

Fi'aunillah, M.A. 

 

 

 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengkaji pelanggaran maksim dan fungsi 

pelanggaran maksim tersebut dalam menciptakan humor dalam acara komedi 

Stand-Up oleh Dave Chappelle di kanal YouTube berjudul “Netflix Is A Joke”. 

Dalam penelitian ini, peneliti fokus untuk menemukan pelanggaran maksim yang 

dominan digunakan oleh Dave Chappelle. 

Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan deskriptif kualitatif untuk 

mendapatkan gambaran yang jelas dan sistematis mengenai masalah yang 

dianalisis. Pengumpulan data dilakukan dengan mengidentifikasi seluruh ujaran 

dalam pertunjukan yang mengandung pelanggaran maksim. Peneliti menggunakan 

teori Grice untuk menganalisis pelanggaran maksim. Seluruh ujaran pelanggaran 

maksim kemudian diklasifikasikan berdasarkan jenisnya masing-masing dengan 

menggunakan kode yang sesuai pada teks yang bersangkutan. Analisis dilanjutkan 

dengan mengidentifikasi tipe pada setiap ujaran dan mendeskripsikan masing-

masing fungsi tipe tersebut berdasarkan konteks ujaran. Selanjutnya, peneliti 

menganalisis jenis pelanggaran maksim apa yang paling sering digunakan oleh 

Dave Chappelle. 

Dalam penelitian ini, peneliti menemukan bahwa Dave Chappelle 

melanggar keempat prinsip Grice. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa terdapat 21 

data pelanggaran maksim kualitas, 13 data pelanggaran maksim cara, 9 data 

pelanggaran maksim kuantitas, dan 5 data pelanggaran maksim relevansi. 

Kesimpulannya, pelanggaran maksim kualitas merupakan maksim yang dominan 

terjadi oleh Dave Chappele dalam video stand-up comedy.  

 

 

Kata Kunci: prinsip kerja sama, Dave Chappele, humor, maksim, stand-up 

comedy  

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/  

 

 

ix 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

  
Inside cover page  .................................................................................................... i 

Declaration .............................................................................................................. ii 

Approval Sheet ....................................................................................................... iii 

Examiner Sheet ................................................................................................................ iv 

Lembar Pernyataan Persetujuan Publikasi Karya Ilmiah untuk Kepentingan 

Akademis ........................................................................................................................... v 

Acknowledgment ............................................................................................................... vi 

Abstract ............................................................................................................................. vii 

Abstrak ............................................................................................................................. viii 

Table of Contents ............................................................................................................... ix 

List of Tables ..................................................................................................................... xi 

List of Appendices ............................................................................................................ xii 

 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ......................................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the Study .............................................................................................. 1 

1.2 Problems of the Study ................................................................................................... 7 

1.3 Significance of the Study .............................................................................................. 8 

1.4 Scope and Limitation of the Study ................................................................................ 8 

1.5 Definition of Key Terms ............................................................................................... 8 

 

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ................................................. 10 

2.1 Pragmatics ................................................................................................................... 10 

2.2 Cooperative Principle .................................................................................................. 11 

2.2.1 Maxim of Quantity…………………………………………………………………12 

2.2.2 Maxim of Quality……………………………………………………………....…..13 

2.2.3 Maxim of Relation…………………………………………………………….…...14 

2.2.4 Maxim of Manner…………………………………………………………………..15 

2.3 Maxim Violation ......................................................................................................... 16 

2.4 Stand-up Comedy ........................................................................................................ 18 

2.5 Biography of Dave Chappelle ..................................................................................... 18 

 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD ............................................................................ 21 

3.1 Research Design .......................................................................................................... 21 

3.2 Data Collection ........................................................................................................... 22 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/  

 

 

x 

 

3.2.1 Research Data………………………………………………………………………23 

3.2.2 Data Source………………………………………………………………………...23 

3.2.3 Research Instrument……………………………………………………………......24 

3.2.4 Data Collection Technique…………………………………………………………24 

3.3 Data Analysis Technique ............................................................................................ 25 

3.3.1 Classifying the Data………………………………………………………………..26 

3.3.2 Describing the Data………………………………………………………………...26 

3.3.3 Discussing the Result of the Study…………………………………………………27 

3.3.4 Drawing Conclusion………………………………………………………………..27 

 

CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION ............................................................. 28 

4.1 Findings ...................................................................................................................... 28 

4.1.1 Maxim violations of Quantity……………………………………………………...29 

4.1.2 Maxim violations of Quality……………………………………………………….34 

4.1.3 Maxim violations of Relevance…………………………………………………….38 

4.1.4 Maxim violations of Manner……………………………………………………….42 

4.2 Discussion ................................................................................................................... 46 

 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS .................................................. 49 

5.1 Conclusions ................................................................................................................. 49 

5.2 Suggestions ................................................................................................................. 50 

 

REFERENCES ................................................................................................................. 52 

  

 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/  

 

 

xi 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

Table             page 

Table 4.1. The Types of Violations Maxims to Create Humor in Dave 

Chappelle’s Stand-Up Comedy……………………………………………. 
29 

 

 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/  

 

 

xii 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

 

Appendix            page 

Appendix 1. Script of Dave Chappelle’s stand-up comedy in YouTube 

Channel “Netflix Is A Joke”........................................................................... 
55 

Appendix 2. Data Found of Maxims Violation.............................................. 67 

Appendix 3. The Types of Violations Maxims to Create Humor in Dave 

Chappelle’s Stand-Up Comedy....................................................................... 
76 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/  

52 

 

 

 

REFERENCES 

Alwi, H. (2004). Menabur benih menuai kasih. Persembahan karya bahasa, sosial 

dan budaya untuk Anton M Moeliono pada ulang tahunnya yang ke-75.  

Yayasan Obor Indonesia. 

 

Anggito, & Setiawan. (2018). Metodologi penelitian kualitatif. CV Jejak. 

 

Arikunto, S. (2006). Prosedur penelitian suatu pendekatan praktik. Rineka Cipta. 

 

Attardo, S. (1990). The violation of Grice’s maxims in jokes. Annual Meeting of 

the Berkeley Linguistics Society, 16(1), 355–362. 

 

Bhandari, P. (2020). An introduction to quantitative research. 

https://www.scribbr.com/methodology/quantitative-research 

 

Bina, W. (2021). Maxim violation in EFL classroom. UIN Raden Intan Lampung. 

 

Birmingham, P., & Wilkinson, D. (2003). Using research instruments a guide for 

researchers (1st ed.). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203422991 

 

Chairunnisa, N., & Natsir, M. (2014). The violating maxims of main characters in 

the hangover movie’s script. LINGUISTICA, 3(2). 

https://doi.org/10.24114/jalu.v3i2.1229 

 

Chapman, W. (2021, May 21). John Mulaney draws criticism for having dave 

chappelle open, tell ‘transphobic jokes’ at ohio show. Variety. 

https://variety.com/2022/tv/news/john-mulaney-dave-chappelle-

transphobic-jokes-1235274187/ 

 

Creswell, J. W., & Creswell, J. D. (2018). Research design (5th ed.). SAGE 

Publications. 

 

Cutting, J. (2002). Pragmatics and discourse: A resource book for students. 

London and New York. 

 

Dimyati. (2013). Belajar dan pembelajaran. Bumi Karsa. 

 

Filani, I. (2015). Discourse types in stand-up comedy performances: An example 

of Nigerian stand-up comedy. European Journal of Humour Research, 3, 

41–60. https://doi.org/10.7592/EJHR2015.3.1.filani 

 

Grice, H. P. (1975). Logic and conversation. In M. Ezcurdia & R. J. Stainton 

(Eds.), The Semantics-Pragmatics Boundary in Philosophy. Broadview 

Press. 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/  

53 

 

 

 

Helen, N., & Tupan, H. (2008). The multiple violations of conversational maxims 

in lying done by the characters in some episodes of desperate housewives. 

K@ta : a Biannual Publication on the Study of Language and Literature, 

10, 63-78. doi:10.9744/kata.10.1 

 

HRP., D. anggara putra. (2018). Pragmatic study of humor discourse at saturday 

night live show. 1–51. 

 

Levinson, S. C. (1983). Pragmatics. Cambridge University Press. 

 

Masson, J. (2002). Qualitative researching (2nd ed.). Sage. 

 

Mey, J. (2001). Pragmatics: an introduction. UK: Blackwell Publishing. 

 

Nabila, G. T., & Budiarta, T. (2022). An analysis directive speech acts of main 

character in the cruella movie. LIAISON JOURNAL OF BEST, 1(2). 

 

Papana, R. (2012). Kitab suci: Kiat tahap awal belajar stand up comedy 

Indonesia. Mediakita. 

https://books.google.co.id/books?id=3mddMwEACAAJ 

 

Parker, F. (1986). Linguistics for non-linguists. Taylor & Francis, Ltd. 

 

Porter, R. (2019, August 15). Dave Chappelle sets fifth netflix stand-up special. 

The Hollywood Reporter. www.hollywoodreporter.com/live-feed/dave-

chappelle-sets-fifth-netflix-stand-up-special-1232205 

 

Provine, R. R. (1996). Laughter. American scientist, 84(1), 38–45. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/29775596 

 

Rahman, R., Hidayat, D., & Alek, A. (2021). A critical discourse analysis of 

Bintang Emon’s humor discourse entitled ‘Ga Sengaja.’ Englisia: Journal 

of Language, Education, and Humanities, 8, 94. 

https://doi.org/10.22373/ej.v8i2.8461 

 

Romansyah, T. S., Hidayat, D. N., Alek, D. P. S., & Setiono, D. P. (2020). A 

critical discourse analysis of dzawin’s stand up comedy humor. ICEMS 

2019: Proceedings of the 5th International Conference on Education in 

Muslim Society, ICEMS 2019, 30 September-01 October 2019, Jakarta, 

Indonesia, 65. 

 

Rufaidah, D. (2021). Message production process in stand-up comedy: 

Ethnographic study in stand-up community Indo Surabaya. Jurnal Media 

dan Komunikasi, 1(2), 107-118. 

https://doi.org/10.20473/medkom.v2i1.26436 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/  

54 

 

 

 

 

Rukin. (2019). Metodologi penelitian kualitatif (1st ed.). Yayasan Ahmar 

Cendekia Indonesia. 

 

Rullyanti, M., & Nurdianto, N. (2019). Language style of humor on stand-up 

comedy video. JOALL (Journal of Applied Linguistics & Literature), 4, 

60–68. https://doi.org/10.33369/joall.v4i1.6886 

 

Sutopo, H. (2002). Metodologi penelitian kualitatif. UNS Press. 

 

Wijana, I. D. P. W. (2012). The use of English in Indonesian adolescent’s slang. 

Humaniora, 24(3), 315–323. 

 

Wijana, I. D. (2017). Exploitation of pragmatic aspects in Indonesian humorous 

discourses. Journal of Language and Literature (JOLL), 17(2), 99-105. 

 

Wijana, I. P. (2021). The functions of humorous discourse in mind your language. 

LiNGUA, 16(2). 

 

Yule, G. (2010). The study of language. Cambridge University Press. 

 

Zinoman, J. (2013, August 15). A comic quits quitting. The New York Times. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20211024185347/https://www.nytimes.com/2

013/08/18/arts/dave-chappelle-returns-to-stand-up-with-stories-to-tell.html 

 

Zoglin, R. (2008). Comedy at the edge: How stand-up in the 1970s changed 

America. Bloomsbury Publishing. 

https://books.google.co.id/books?id=6xg1h5lBheQC 

 
 

 

  


