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ABSTRACT 

 

Maulanasyah, H. R. F. (2024). Kline’s Prophecy Performance in Brian Evenson’s 

Last Days. English Literature Department, Faculty of Adab and Humanities, 

UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. Advisors: (I) Itsna Syahadatud Dinurriyah, 

MA (II) Dr. Abu Fanani, SS, M.Pd 

 

This study aims to explore Kline’s prophecy performance in Last Days novel 

by Brian Evenson. In the story, Kline is involved with two deviant cults, the 

Brotherhood of Mutilation and the Paul cult, who have their regards on Kline’s 

prophecy. This study has three research questions: (I) How do the Brotherhood of 

Mutilation and the Paul Cult regard Kline as their prophet? (II) How does Kline 

perform his prophecies? (III) How is Kline’s story similar to Prophet Isa 

in Islam? The researcher answers the research questions based on the novel and 

several sources from Christian and Islamic perspectives.  

This study uses a descriptive-qualitative approach to analyze Kline’s 

prophecy performance issue. The researcher uses this approach to describe how 

Kline performs the cults’ regard on his identity and mimics several figures outside 

the Last Days novel.  

This study uses mimetic theory from Aristotle and René Girard to uncover 

Kline’s prophecy performance. The Brotherhood of Mutilation cult regards Kline 

as a prophet, admiring his distinctive power, which encourages the followers of the 

cult to emulate Kline’s way of amputating his hand. Additionally, the Paul cult 

regards Kline as their prophet, admiring his actions in opposing the Brotherhood of 

Mutilation cult by himself, giving Kline several titles, and protecting him from any 

danger. However, Kline has his own way of performing the cults’ prophecies. 

Moreover, Kline’s actions in the novel Last Days mimic the interpretation of several 

figures in Christianity, and some represent the stories of Jesus and the prophet Isa. 

Furthermore, the beliefs of the Brotherhood of Mutilation and the Paul cult mimic 

several verses from the Christian Bible. In Last Days, several characters, such as 

Borchert and Paul, also represent Jewish and Christian figures from Jesus’ era. 

 

Keywords: mimetic, prophecy performance, cult 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Maulanasyah, H. R. F. (2024). Kinerja Nubuat Kline dalam Novel Last Days oleh 

Brian Evenson. Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Adab dan Humaniora, UIN Sunan 

Ampel Surabaya. Advisors: (I) Itsna Syahadatud Dinurriyah, MA (II) Dr. 

Abu Fanani, SS, M.Pd 

 

Studi ini bertujuan untuk menjelajahi kinerja nubuat Kline dalam novel Last 

Days karya Brian Evenson. Dalam cerita tersebut, Kline terlibat dengan dua kultus 

menyimpang, yaitu Brotherhood of Mutilation dan kultus Paul, yang menganggap 

nubuat Kline penting. Studi ini memiliki tiga pertanyaan penelitian: (I) Bagaimana 

Brotherhood of Mutilation dan kultus Paul menganggap Kline sebagai nabi 

mereka? (II) Bagaimana Kline melakukan nubuatnya? (III) Bagaimana kisah Kline 

mirip dengan Nabi Isa dalam Islam? Peneliti menjawab pertanyaan-pertanyaan ini 

berdasarkan novel dan beberapa sumber dari perspektif Kristen dan Islam. 

Studi ini menggunakan pendekatan deskriptif-kualitatif untuk menganalisis 

masalah kinerja nubuat Kline. Peneliti menggunakan pendekatan ini untuk 

menjelaskan bagaimana Kline menampilkan identitasnya dalam pandangan kultus 

dan meniru beberapa tokoh di luar novel Last Days. 

Studi ini menggunakan teori mimetik dari Aristoteles dan René Girard untuk 

mengungkap kinerja nubuat Kline. Kultus Brotherhood of Mutilation menganggap 

Kline sebagai seorang nabi, mengagumi kekuatannya yang khas, yang mendorong 

para pengikut kultus untuk meniru cara Kline memotong tangannya. Selain itu, 

kultus Paul menganggap Kline sebagai nabi mereka, mengagumi tindakannya 

dalam menentang kultus Brotherhood of Mutilation sendirian, memberikan Kline 

beberapa gelar, dan melindunginya dari bahaya. Namun, Kline memiliki cara 

sendiri dalam melaksanakan nubuat-nubuat kultus tersebut. Lebih jauh lagi, 

tindakan Kline dalam novel Last Days meniru interpretasi beberapa tokoh dalam 

agama Kristen, dan beberapa merepresentasikan kisah-kisah Yesus dan nabi Isa. 

Selain itu, keyakinan Brotherhood of Mutilation dan kultus Paul meniru beberapa 

ayat dari Alkitab Kristen. Dalam Last Days, beberapa karakter, seperti Borchert dan 

Paul, juga merepresentasikan tokoh-tokoh Yahudi dan Kristen dari era Yesus. 

 

Kata Kunci: mimetik, kinerja nubuat, kultus 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://digilib.uinsby.ac.id/http://digilib.uinsby.ac.id/http://digilib.uinsby.ac.id/ 

ix 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Approval Sheet ........................................................................................................ ii 

Examiners’ Sheet ................................................................................................... iii 

Declaration ............................................................................................................. iv 

Acknowledgements .................................................................................................. v 

Abstract ................................................................................................................. vii 

Abstrak ................................................................................................................. viii 

 

CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study .................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Problems of the Study ........................................................................................ 5 

1.3 Objective of the Study ........................................................................................ 5 

1.4 Significance of the Study ................................................................................... 5 

1.5 Scope and Delimitations .................................................................................... 6 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms .................................................................................... 6 

 

CHAPTER II: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

2.1 Mimetic .............................................................................................................. 8 

2.1.1 Mimetic Interpretation .................................................................................... 8 

2.1.2 Mimetic Representation .................................................................................. 9 

 

CHAPTER III: METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Research Design ............................................................................................... 12 

3.2 Data Collection................................................................................................. 12 

3.2.1 Research Data................................................................................................ 12 

3.2.2 Data Source ................................................................................................... 12 

3.2.3 Data Collection Technique ............................................................................ 13 

3.3 Data Analysis Technique ................................................................................. 13 

 

CHAPTER IV: FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

4.1 The Brotherhood of Mutilation and Paul Cults' regards of Kline's Prophecy .. 14 

4.1.1 The Brotherhood of Mutilation Cult’s Admiration for Kline's Self-

Cauterization .......................................................................................................... 14 

4.1.2 The Brotherhood of Mutilation Followers Emulating Kline’s Amputation.. 17 

4.1.3 Paul Cult’s Life Teachings from Kline ......................................................... 24 

4.1.4 Kline as Son of God in Paul Cult .................................................................. 27 

4.1.5 Paul Cult Protecting Kline ............................................................................ 30 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://digilib.uinsby.ac.id/http://digilib.uinsby.ac.id/http://digilib.uinsby.ac.id/ 

x 

 

4.2 Kline's Prophecies Performances ..................................................................... 32 

4.2.1 Kline’s Confrontation and Diplomacy Against Prophecies .......................... 32 

4.2.2. Annihilation of Brotherhood of Mutilation Cult and Paul Cult ................... 37 

4.3. Kline's Prophecy Imitation of Prophet Isa in Islam ........................................ 41 

4.3.1 Kline's and Prophet Isa's Prophethood .......................................................... 42 

4.3.2 Plans to Crucify Kline and Prophet Isa ......................................................... 43 

4.3.3 Second Coming and Judgement Day ............................................................ 44 

 

CHAPTER V: CONLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 

5.1 Conclusion and Suggestion .............................................................................. 46 

 

REFERENCES ....................................................................................................... 50 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://digilib.uinsby.ac.id/http://digilib.uinsby.ac.id/http://digilib.uinsby.ac.id/ 

49 

 

REFERENCES 

 

Abraham, L. (2016). Weekly Devotional: The Armor of God – Sword of the Spirit. 

Grand Canyon University. https://www.gcu.edu/blog/spiritual-life/weekly-

devotional-armor-god-sword-spirit 

Ahlström, G. W. (2024). prophecy. Encyclopedia Britannica. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/prophecy 

Baker, L. L. (2022). Who Is Caiaphas in the Bible? Bible Study Tools. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/who-is-

caiaphas-in-the-bible.html 

Britannica, T. E. of E. (2023). Religion. Encyclopedia Britannica. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/religion 

Creswell, J. W., & Creswell, J. D. (2023). Research Design Qualitative, 

Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches. Sage Publications. 

Deming, W. (1990). Mark 9:42-10:12, Matthew 5:27-32, and b. Nid. 13b: a First 

Century Discussion of Male Sexuality. Pilot Scholars. 

Dyer, R. M. (2018). Multivalence, Liminality, and the Theological Imagination: 

Contextualising the image of fire for contemporary Christian practice. 

Evenson, B. (2009). Last Days. In Coffee House Press. 

Gerber, J. (2022). Does Jesus Really Want Me to Gouge Out My Eye or Cut off 

My Hand? Two Pathways. 

Girard, R. (1977). Violence and the Sacred (P. Gregory (ed.)). The Johns Hopkins 

University Press. 

Girard, R. (1986). The Scapegoat (Y. Freccero (ed.)). The Johns Hopkins 

University Press. 

Girard, R. (1987). Things Hidden since the Foundation of the World (S. Bann & 

M. Metteer (eds.)). Stanford University Press. 

Glick, R. (2009). Less is More. American Book Review, 30(4). 

Guzik, D. (2018). Act 9 - The Conversion of Saul of Tarsus. Enduring Word. 

https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/acts-9/ 

Klinghoffer, D. (2006). Why the Jews Rejected Jesus. In DOUBLE DAY. 

Kulik, R. M. (2023, August 16). Cult. Encyclopedia Britannica. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/cult 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://digilib.uinsby.ac.id/http://digilib.uinsby.ac.id/http://digilib.uinsby.ac.id/ 

50 

 

Levitan, H., Thompson, E., & Sullivan, C. (2021). These Are the 16 Scariest Cult 

Stories of All Time. Cosmopolitan. 

https://www.cosmopolitan.com/entertainment/a10309417/scariest-cult-

stories/ 

Lucey, C. (2022). Why Was the Messiah Expected to Free Israel from Rome? 

Christianity.Com. 

Mathewson, D. (2011). The Apocalyptic Vision of Jesus According to the Gospel 

of Matthew: Reading Matthew 3:16-4:11 Intertextuality. Tyndale Bulletin, 

62(1), 89–108. https://doi.org/10.53751/001c.29307 

Moselle, B. (2016). ZECHARIAH’S “SONS OF OIL” AND THE OLIVE TREES 

OF ROMANS 11:16–24. Department of Old Testament University of 

Pretoria, 2, 673–699. 

Nappa, M. (2019). Who Were the Sadducees in the Bible? What Were Their 

Beliefs? Christianity.Com. https://www.christianity.com/wiki/people/who-

were-the-sadducees-in-the-bible-what-were-their-

beliefs.html#google_vignette 

Richison, G. (1998). 2 Peter 3:10. Self Bible Study. 

https://versebyversecommentary.com/1998/08/06/2-peter-310/ 

Turner, V. W. (1973). Symbols in African Ritual. Science, 179. 

Whalley, G. (1997). Aristotle’s Poetics. In J. Baxter & P. Atherton (Eds.), Paper 

Knowledge . Toward a Media History of Documents. McGill-Queen’s 

University Press. 

Wright, N. T. (2018). Paul: A Biography. In Harper One. 

 

  


