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ABSTRACT 

Turbinita, G.E. (2023). Language Barriers: Indonesian EFL Pre-service Teachers’ 

Experience during International Teaching Practice in Thailand. A thesis. 

English Language Education Department, Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teachers 

Training, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. Supervisor I: Rizka Safriyani, M.Pd. 

Supervisor II: Afida Safriani, M.A., Ph.D. 

The phenomenon of international teaching practicum exists to accommodate 

globalization in improving the quality of teaching internationally. Thus, the 

existence of an international program can help pre-service teachers to 

internationalize English-speaking culture, such as international internships. 

However, the phenomenon of global teaching practice, which has been 

investigated in many studies, and earlier research, raises several significant 

language barriers. Hence, this research aims to investigate the language barriers 

thatIndonesian pre-service teachers encounter during their international teaching 

practice program in Thailand. Qualitative research method was chosen in this 

study to obtain in-depth information about the phenomenon of language barriers 

through classroom observation and interviews with three Indonesian pre-service 

teachers. The findings revealed that Indonesian pre-service teachers discovered  

three major language barriers during their teaching practice, namely different 

language background, lack of English proficiency, and differedifferent dialects 

also accents used. From the three barriers, the most challenging was different 

language background. However, the response given by Thai students, school 

staff, and local people around the school environment to the language barriers 

experienced by Indonesian pre-service teachers was perfect. Utilizing how Thai 

students try to facilitate communication between Indonesian pre-service teachers 

and other students, and how in-service teachers offer advice and continue to 

assist Indonesian pre-service teachers in overcoming language barriers 

throughout the program.  
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ABSTRAK 

Fenomena praktik mengajar internasional hadir untuk mengakomodasi 

globalisasi dalam meningkatkan kualitas pengajaran internasional. Dengan 

demikian, adanya program internasional dapat membantu guru praktikan untuk 

menginternasionalkan budaya berbahasa Inggris, seperti melalui program 

magang internasional. Namun, fenomena praktik mengajar internasional yang 

telah diteliti dalam banyak penelitian, dan pada penelitian sebelumnya, 

memberikan hasil bahwa praktik mengajar internasional menimbulkan beberapa 

hambatan yang signifikan. Oleh karena itu, penelitian ini bertujuan untuk 

menyelidiki hambatan bahasa yang dihadapi oleh guru praktikan Indonesia 

selama program mengajar di Phatna Witya, Thailand. Metode penelitian 

kualitatif dipilih dalam penelitian ini untuk memperoleh informasi mendalam 

tentang fenomena praktik mengajar internasional melalui observasi dan 

wawancara dengan tiga guru praktikan Indonesia. Hasil penelitian ini 

mengungkapkan tiga masalah kendala berbahasa selama praktik mengajar yang 

dilakukan oleh ketiga guru praktikan Indonesia diantaranya, perbedaan latar 

belakang bahasa, kurangnya kemampuan berbahasa Inggris, dan perbedaan 

aksen juga dialek yang digunakan. Dari ketiga kendala berbahasa tersebut, yang 

menjadi hamabatan utama adalah perbedaan latar belakang bahasa. Namun, 

kebanyakan respon yang diberikan oleh siswa Thailand, staf sekolah, dan 

masyarakat lokal sekitar lingkungan sekolah terhadap kendala bahasa yang 

dialami guru praktikan Indonesia sangat baik. Memanfaatkan bagaimana siswa 

Thailand mencoba memfasilitasi komunikasi antara guru pra-jabatan Indonesia 

dan siswa lainnya, serta cara guru Thailand memberikan saran dan terus 

membantu guru praktikan Indonesia dalam mengatasi hambatan bahasa selama 

program berlangsung.  
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