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ABSTRACT
Jihan, A. N. (2024). The Role of Father and Partner in Character Aubrey in
Jacqueline Woodson's Novel Red at the Bone. English Literature Department,
Faculty of Adab and Humanities, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. Advisors: (I)
Ramadhina Ulfa Nuristama, M.A., (I1) Itsna Syahadatud Dinurriyah,, M.A.

Red at the Bone is a novel by Jacqueline Woodson in 2019. This novel
tells the story of a teenager's mistake, which causes her to become pregnant out of
wedlock. The two teenagers are Aubrey and Iris, who, when they were sixteen
years old, entered into an adult relationship based on awareness and desire without
thinking, which resulted in Iris becoming pregnant and giving birth to a child
named Melody. Iris, who is free-spirited and does not like being tied down in any
relationship, is not ready to become a mother and chooses to stay away from
Aubrey and Melody. Aubrey, a father, is ultimately responsible for and looks after
Melody. For this reason, this research examines the characterization of Aubrey's
character and Aubrey's relationship with other characters, as well as Aubrey's role
as a father and partner, including the efforts made and Aubrey's motivation to
bring Iris and Melody's relationship closer.

This research uses a qualitative descriptive method, namely describing the
findings. Apart from that, the data used are novel literary works in the form of
words, sentences and conversations in the novel. Researchers use new critical and
characterization theories to describe the characterization of the main male
character, Aubrey, and analyze the text to answer research problems related to
conflict and Aubrey's role in his relationship with Iris and Melody. The research
results show that Aubrey has the following characteristics: hard worker,
responsible, patient, sincere, loyal, and protective of his children. The research
results also show Aubrey's relationship with other characters, as well as Aubrey's
role as a father and partner who has the effort and motivation to bring Iris and
Melody's relationship closer. Aubrey's efforts to bring Iris and Melady's
relationship closer as mother and daughter are as follows: consistently contacting
Iris, telling Melody to sleep over or stay at Iris'place, and restraining Iris from
going to Oberlin. Then Aubrey's motivation to bring Iris and Melody closer is
because Aubrey wants to have a whole family, and Aubrey loves Iris.

Keywords: fatherhood, the father-child relationship, couple relationships
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ABSTRAK

Jihan, A. N. (2024). Peran Ayah dan Pasangan dalam Karakter Aubrey dalam
Novel Red at the Bone karya Jacqueline Woodson. Jurusan Sastra Inggris,
Fakultas Adab dan Humaniora, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. Pembimbing:
() Ramadhina Ulfa Nuristama, M.A., (Il) Itsna Syahadatud Dinurriyah,,
M.A.

Red at the Bone merupakan novel karya Jacqueline Woodson tahun 2019.
Novel ini bercerita tentang kesalahan seorang remaja yang menyebabkan ia hamil
di luar nikah. Kedua remaja tersebut adalah Aubrey dan Iris, yang ketika mereka
berumur enam belas tahun, menjalin hubungan dewasa berdasarkan kesadaran dan
keinginan tanpa berpikir panjang, yang mengakibatkan Iris hamil dan melahirkan
seorang anak bernama Melody. Iris yang berjiwa bebas dan tidak suka terikat
dalam hubungan apapun, belum siap menjadi seorang ibu dan memilih menjauh
dari Aubrey dan Melody. Aubrey, seorang ayah, pada akhirnya bertanggung
jawab dan menjaga Melody. Untuk itu penelitian ini mengkaji tentang penokohan
tokoh Aubrey dan hubungan Aubrey dengan tokoh lain, serta peran Aubrey
sebagai ayah dan pasangan, termasuk upaya yang dilakukan dan motivasi Aubrey
untuk mendekatkan hubungan Iris dan Melody.

Penelitian ini menggunakan metode deskriptif kualitatif yaitu
mendeskripsikan temuan. Selain itu data yang digunakan adalah karya sastra
novel berupa kata, kalimat dan percakapan dalam novel tersebut. Peneliti
menggunakan teori kritis dan penokohan baru untuk mendeskripsikan penokohan
tokoh utama laki-laki, Aubrey, dan menganalisis teks untuk menjawab
permasalahan penelitian terkait konflik dan peran Aubrey dalam hubungannya
dengan Iris dan Melody. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa Aubtey memiliki
ciri-ciri sebagai berikut: pekerja keras, bertanggung jawab, sabar, ikhlas, setia, dan
protektif terhadap anak-anaknya. Hasil penelitian juga menunjukkan hubungan
Aubrey dengan karakter lain, serta peran Aubrey sebagai ayah dan pasangan yang
memiliki upaya dan motivasi untuk mendekatkan hubungan Iris dan Melody.
Upaya Aubrey untuk mendekatkan hubungan Iris dan Melody sebagai ibu dan
anak adalah sebagai berikut: konsisten menghubungi Iris, menyuruh Melody
menginap atau menginap di tempat Iris, dan menahan Iris untuk pergi ke Oberlin.
Lalu motivasi Aubrey mendekatkan Iris dan Melody adalah karena Aubrey ingin
mempunyai keluarga utuh, dan Aubrey mencintai Iris.

Kata Kunci: peran sebagai ayah, hubungan ayah-anak, hubungan pasangan



TABLE OF CONTENTS

INSIAE COVEE PAJE ...ttt bbbt
INSIAE THLIE PAJE ...t
DECLARATION ...ttt te et et te s te et e st e e st e e et e st e et e et e bbbt bt b bbbnnennes iii
APPROVAL SHEET ...ttt ettt ettt st sttt et sttt iv
EXAMINER SHEET ...ttt sttt st st s v
LEMBAR PERNYATAAN PERSETUJUAN PUBLIKASI KARYA ILMIAH UNTUK
KEPENTINGAN AKADEMIS ...ttt sttt ettt st Vi
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ...ttt sttt sttt st ettt ettt beesbeesbeesaeesneesnnees vii

AB ST RA T e ettt h e sht e st e st e e te e aae e ebe e ebt e saeesatesateebeebeebeenbeas viii
ABSTRAK .. ettt sttt be e sh e she s sabe et e et e e be e beesbeesaeeeateereen iX
CHAPTER ettt ettt ettt st s e b e s b e s beesatesateenteesbeesaeesanesans 1

1.1 Background OF the STUAY .....cc.ceeveririiniiiiieeeiisie et 1

1.2 Problems Of the STUAY ......ccecueuereririreieieiee sttt sne et 6

1.3 Objectives OF the STUAY .....cceiiiieiece ettt s 7

1.4 Significances Of the StUY.......cciieiiiicceceeeceee et s 7

1.5 Scope and DeliMItatioNS ....ccecveeveeeuecieeieiticeeiecteecire et et ea e st e ste e aesre e ebesaeenee s 8

1.6 Definition OF KEY TOIMS ..ccciiiieiieieseeiesteeren i ereestestsesisesneessasnaessesseseeessessesssensessesseenns 8
CHAPTER .ottt ettt bbbttt nn e b e ne e 10

2.1 NEW CIitICISINL ..ttt itiitt et etete et et et et eeereetenreseeeriieneeseeseesaesseeseessessaessnens 10

2.2 The Element of Fiction.«......o. ool i b i 13

2.2.1 Character.and Characterization. .............dioeeeee it 13

2.2.2 PlOL .ot 14
2.2.3 CONTIICE ..o 15
2.2.4  TRBIME L.ttt 16
2.2.5  SBHHING .ottt 16
CHAPTER T ..ottt 17
3.1 RESEAICH DESIGN. ..c.eiiiieiieiieise sttt 17
3.2 Data COECLION ... et 17
3.2.1 RESEAICN Data .......ccveiveeiiriiieiee e 17
3.2.2 DatA SOUICE......eeiteceieeet ettt 18
3.2.3 INSEPUMENT(S) ..ottt 18
3.24 Data Collection TEChNIQUE ........cviiiiiiiieee e 18



3.25 Data Analysis TEChNIGUE .......ccveivviieieciee e 19

CHAPTER TV ettt ettt et st et sb e be et 20
4.1 Characterization OF AUDIEY .........coiririeriiicieeeenerese e 20
4.1.1  Aubrey is a hard WOTKE ........cooiiiiiiiciee e 21
4.1.2 Aubrey is aresponsible fIQUre ... 22
4.1.3  AUDIEY iS @ SINCEIE PEISON...c.uiiueeiesriereertiereetesteetestesreestesteesessesseessesseesesreesnesens 22
4.1.4  AUDIey iS a PAtieNt PEISON .....ccveevecieeeeieseete e et e e e e stesre e e e sbe s e e sre s e ebesreesnensens 23
4.1.5 Aubrey is a faithful fIQUIE ........cocvveieieeceeee e 24
4.1.6 Aubrey is someone who protects or cares about children ............cccooevevveenennene. 25
4.2 Aubrey's Relationship With Other CharaCters ............cocooevveieereninenereneeeeeeeee 27
4.2.1 Aubrey's relationship with Iris as Melody's parents.........cccceeeeverereenveveneeeennn. 27
4.2.2 Aubrey's relationship with Melody as father and daughter............ccccoeeeveveenenens 36
4.3 Aubrey's role as a father and a Partner..........cceeceieeceecesieese sttt 38
4.3.1 Aubrey's efforts to bring Iris and Melody CIOSEr ..........ccoeeieveiiieiieniiiecie e, 39
4.3.1.1 Aubrey Consistently CONACES IFiS......ccovvrvuirieieriireeseseeneese e e see e 39
4.3.1.2 Aubrey Telling Melody to Stay at I1iS'S .........ccoerevieieieiniieneneeeeeeeeeeeee 41
4.3.1.3 Aubrey Holding back Iris from going to college at Oberlin..............cccccveuenee. 42
4.3.2 Aubrey's motivation brings Iris and Melody CIOSEr.....ccc.ccoeveivieieiiiiececieeiee, 43
4.3.2.1  AUDIEY LOVES ITHS ..ot isiesseseesii s sit st ettt 44
4.3.2.2  Aubrey Wants a Whole Family .........ccoocieerieeneceeeeeeeeeeeee e 45
CHAPTER V S IS 0 PSSR SN PSS SOPT SPO SNSNCR T 5 N S SN 47
5.1 CONCIUSIONS. ... ettt sttt ettt et e sttt et este et e besta e eesteasaesbeeteeseesseasaeseesneeneenes 47
5.2 SUQQESTIONS ...t se i D..A.. Yo B 49
REFERENCES ...ttt bttt ettt 51

Xi



REFERENCES

Alharbi, E. A. mohsen. (2019). Father - Child Relationship. 20, 1-14.

Andriana, N., & Rohmah, O. (2019). The Character and Setting in the Novel
“About You” By Tere Liye. INFERENCE: Journal of English Language
Teaching, 2(2), 151-158.

Aulia Rahmah, D., Mustofa, M., & Nisa’, I. (2021). an Analysis of the
Characterization of the Characters in Short Movie Entitled Ibu. British
(Jurnal Bahasa Dan Sastra Inggris), 10(2), 103-113.
https://doi.org/10.31314/british.10.2.103-113.2021

Ayeshia, P. (2020). the Main Characters ' Restlessnes S of Life in Virginia Woolf
" S Novel Mrs Dalloway : a New Criticism Study Thesis.

Bertens, H. (2002). Literary Theory: The Basics.

Carillo, S., Bermudez, M., Suarez, L., Gutiererez, M. C., & Delgado, X. (2019).
Father’s perceptions of their role and involvement in the family: A
qualitative study ina Colombian sample. Revista Costarricense de
Psicologia, 35(2), 101-118.

Eagleton, T. (1996). Literary Theory. In Literary Theory (2nd ed.).
BLACKWELL. https://doi.org/10.1093/actrade/9780199691340.001.0001

Evi Yuliyanti, . (2023) Existentialist in Red At The Bone Novel by Jacqueline
Woodson. Other thesis, Universitas Pamulang.

FARDHANY, C. H. (2021). AN ANALYSIS OF MAIN CHARACTER AND
CHARACTERIZATION IN “DANGEROUS MINDS” MOVIE.
https://doi.org/10.28926/briliant.v8i4.1569

Girsang, M., Ginting, B. B. T. P, Tamba, A, R..P., Samosir, A. Ci, & Kianlin, J.
A. (2023). Intrinsic Elements in Digital Short Stories ‘the Oval Potrait” By
Edgar Alan Poe. Journal of Language, 5(1); 241-247.
https://doi.org/10.30743/jol.v5i1.6737

Gurkan, T., Ummanel, A., & Koran, N. (2021). A Qualitative Study on the
Perception of Fatherhood. European Journal of Educational Sciences, 8(2),
42-59. https://doi.org/10.19044/ejes.v8no2a42

Haritha, Y. D., & Uma Devi, D. (2022). Fathers Role Importance in Children’s
Life. larjset, 2100-2105. https://doi.org/10.17148/iarjset.2021.8830

Hickman, M. B. (2012). Rereading the New Criticism. Introduction. In Rereading
the New Criticism.

Jain, D. M. (2022). Trust, Intimacy and Relationship Satisfaction among Young
Adults. The International Journal of Indian Psychology, 10(4), 1691-1703.
https://doi.org/10.25215/1004.161

Mashar, R., Suci, P. R., S, I., A, I, Rahmah, F., Huzaimah, S., G, M. T. N.,
Tagiyyah, N., & Purnamasari, A. (2023). the Father Parenting Role for

51



Early Children in Javanese Culture.
Miralles, D. (2014). LITERARY THEORY An introduction.

Putri Hidayat, W. S., & Hastuti, D. (2022). Is the Role of Father’S Parenting
Important for the Character Building of Students? Journal of Child, Family,
and Consumer Studies, 1(2), 71-80. https://doi.org/10.29244/jcfcs.1.2.71-80

Ryjova, Y., Gold, A. I., Zaidi, Z., Rasmussen, H. F., Kim, Y., & Margolin, G.
(2022). Couple and Family Psychology: Research and Practice.
https://search.proquest.com/openview/ba43e4c3748e16b3bcclbd913f6d2cc9
/1?pg-origsite=gscholar%5C&chl=726355

Sanjaya, S. L. G. A. J. P. (2023). Redefinisi Femme Fatale dalam Novel Red at
the Bone Karya Jacqueline Woodson.

Saraswati, K. P. (2019). Analysis of Characters and Characterization in the
Compilation of Malay Poetry “Mirror.”

Septina, Y., & Afrianto. (2023). Plot Elements Analysis in the Best of Me Novel
By Nicholas Sparks. Linguistics and Literature Journal, 4(1), 58-64.

Wahana, B. M., & Johan, M. (2022). AN ANALYSIS OF THEMES THAT
BUILD ON C.S. LEWIS’S NOVEL “THE LION, THE WITCH, AND THE
WARDROBE.” EJI (English Journal of Indragiri): Studies in Education,
Literature, and Linguistics, 6.

Wolyn, S., & Simske, S. (2023). Character Relationship Mapping in Major
Fictional Works Using Text Analysis Methods.
https://doi.org/10.1145/3573128.3609345

Woodson, J. (2019). Red at the Bone.

Wulantama, N. W., & Nafisah, N. (2022). Conflict analysis in mother-daughter r
elationship in Qkky Madasari * s The Years.of the Voiceless. 10(2), 19-24.

52



