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ABSTRACT 

 

Firdausi, A.R. (2024). Survival Strategy Used by Demuth Sibling in King and Hill’s 

In The Tall Grass. English Literature Department, Faculty of Adab and 

Humanities, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. Advisors: (I) Sufi Ikrimah Sa'adah, 

M. Hum. (II) Itsna Syahadatud Dinurriyah, MA. 

 

The study aims to describe the survival experienced by the protagonist 

characters in King and Hill’s ‘In The Tall Grass’ Short Story which shows the 

survival of the Demuth sibling inside the tall grass field that has Antagonist traits. 

There are two problems to be solved in this study, namely: (1) How is the tall grass 

described in Hill and King's In The Tall Grass; (2) How is the characterization of 

the Demuth Siblings; (3)How do Demuth's siblings survive within the tall grass 

field in Hill and King's In The Tall Grass. 

This study uses a descriptive qualitative approach to the use of clear and 

systematic descriptions of the phenomena being studied. A descriptive study in 

textual analysis was applied in this study to analyze the description of the tall grass 

field and the action done by the Demuth siblings through the narration, dialogue, 

and monologue in King and Hills In The Tall Grass short story. The data were 

collected by first reading the whole short story on the Esquire website. here, the 

researcher finds some quotations and narratives from this novel that suit the issue 

discussed in this study. The analysis continued by describing the Tallgrass field and 

identifying the survival strategy used by the main characters to escape from the 

tallgrass field. 

The results of this study indicate that the tall grass field possesses antagonistic 

traits by preventing the Demuth siblings from escaping the Tallgrass field as their 

destination. After that, Becky has a persistent, cooperative, wary, kind, thoughtful, 

and critical character, While Cal has an innovative, Impulsive, Susceptible, and 

Kind character and loves his sister. For the last result Demuth siblings used several 

strategies those are asking for help from the officer, tracking each other voices, 

fighting the psychopath Ross, Burn the field, Avoid Touching The Rock, 

prioritizing saving their sibling, asking for Ross's help, Setting the goal, Ask For 

Ross's' Help, Set The Goal, and cooperate. The researcher concluded that the 

description of the Tallgrass field evoked the Demuth siblings’ survival instinct. The 

researcher explains how the main characters survive in the tall grass field. 

 

Keywords: Survival, Natural Antagonist and Characterization 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Firdausi, A.R. (2024). Survvival Strategy Used by Demuth Sibling in King and 

Hill’s In The Tall Grass. Program Studi Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Adab dan 

Humaniora, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. Pembimbing: (I) Sufi Ikrimah 

Sa'adah, M. Hum. (II) Itsna Syahadatud Dinurriyah, MA. 

 

Penelitian bertujuan untuk mendeskripsikan kelangsungan hidup yang dialami 

oleh tokoh protagonis dalam Cerpen ‘In The Tall Grass’ karya King and Hill yang 

memperlihatkan kelangsungan hidup saudara kandung Demuth di dalam padang 

rumput tinggi yang mempunyai sifat Antagonis. Ada dua permasalahan yang ingin 

dipecahkan dalam penelitian ini, yaitu: (1) Bagaimana gambaran rumput tinggi 

dalam Hill dan King's In The Tall Grass; (2) Bagaimana penokohan Demuth 

Bersaudara; (3) Bagaimana saudara Demuth bertahan hidup di padang rumput 

tinggi di Hill dan King's In The Tall Grass. 

Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan deskriptif kualitatif yaitu penggunaan 

deskripsi yang jelas dan sistematis terhadap fenomena yang diteliti. Kajian 

deskriptif analisis tekstual diterapkan dalam penelitian ini untuk menganalisis 

gambaran padang rumput tinggi dan tindakan yang dilakukan Demuth bersaudara 

melalui narasi, dialog, dan monolog dalam cerpen King and Hills In The Tall Grass. 

Pengumpulan data dilakukan dengan terlebih dahulu membaca keseluruhan cerita 

pendek di website Esquire. Disini peneliti menemukan beberapa kutipan dan narasi 

dari novel ini yang sesuai dengan permasalahan yang dibahas dalam penelitian ini. 

Analisis dilanjutkan dengan mendeskripsikan padang Tallgrass dan 

mengidentifikasi strategi bertahan hidup yang digunakan tokoh utama untuk 

melarikan diri dari padang rumput Tallgrass. 

Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa padang rumput tinggi memiliki sifat 

antagonis dengan mencegah saudara Demuth melarikan diri dari padang rumput 

Tallgrass sebagai tujuannya. Setelah itu, Becky memiliki karakter yang gigih, 

kooperatif, waspada, baik hati, bijaksana, dan kritis, Sedangkan Cal memiliki 

karakter yang inovatif, Impulsif, Rentan, dan Baik hati serta menyayangi adiknya. 

Untuk hasil terakhir Demuth bersaudara menggunakan beberapa strategi yaitu 

meminta bantuan petugas, saling melacak suara, melawan psikopat Ross, Bakar 

lapangan, Hindari Menyentuh Batu, mengutamakan penyelamatan saudaranya, 

meminta bantuan Ross, Menetapkan tujuan , Minta Bantuan Ross, Tetapkan 

Tujuan, dan bekerja sama. Peneliti menyimpulkan bahwa deskripsi ladang Tallgrass 

membangkitkan naluri bertahan hidup saudara Demuth. Peneliti menjelaskan 

bagaimana tokoh utama bertahan hidup di padang rumput yang tinggi 

Kata Kunci: bertahan hidup, antagonis alami, karakterisasi 
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