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ABSTRACT 

Putra, Bima Pratama. "Analysis of the Shift in Support of Local Strongmen 

Against the Collapse of the Power of the Incumbent Village Head: Case Study of 

the 2019 Bulu Village Head Election." Universitas Islam Negeri Sunan Ampel 

Surabaya, 2024. 

This research focuses on the process of shifting the support of "local 

strongmen" from incumbent Village Head candidates to non-Incumbent Village 

Head candidates and what the consequences are of the shift in local strongman 

support from Inkaman Village Head candidates to non-incumbent Village Head 

candidates. This is an interesting topic considering the many phenomena of "local 

strongmen" who are the key to the victory of candidates for head of government. 

This type of research is qualitative research with data collection techniques 

in the form of observation, in-depth interviews and documentation. The technique 

for determining informants was carried out by means of purposive sampling. The 

data analysis process includes data condensation, data presentation and conclusions. 

Triangulation is used in the data validation process which includes source 

triangulation, technical triangulation and time triangulation. The theory used to 

explain the above phenomenon is Local Strongmen proposed by Joey S. Migdal 

and the Patron – Client theory proposed by Edward Aspinall. 

The findings of this research: The first finding, namely the shift in support 

by "local strongmen" from incumbent Village Head candidates to non-Incumbent 

Village Head candidates was motivated by conflict. The conflict is related to the 

problem of crooked land promised by the incumbent Village Head who was 

requested unilaterally and the problem of entrusting names to the incumbent Village 

Head by "local strongmen" during the 2017 village apparatus selection. The second 

finding is the consequence resulting from a shift in support. carried out by "local 

strongmen" from candidates for Incumbent Village Head against candidates for 

Non-Incumbent Village Head, causing the candidate for Incumbent Village Head 

who had been supported for 2 consecutive periods to lose. The sources of power 

from the "local strongman" acted as a political machine in the 2019 implementation 

of Bulu Village Headship. This defeat was due to the large number of votes from 

the workers of the "local strongman" and workers from his fellow Bulu villages 

who were loyal to him, as well as The numerous family networks of "local 

strongmen" in Bulu village also shifted to follow in the footsteps of the "local 

strongmen" namely supporting the Non-Incumbent Village Head candidate. This is 

what caused the defeat of the incumbent Village Head candidate. The relationship 

that existed between workers and their masters created a patron and client 

relationship between local strongmen and their workers. 

Keywords: Local Strong People, Sources of Power, Election of Village Heads, 

Incumbent and Non-Incumbent. 
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ABSTRAK 

Putra, Bima Pratama. “Analisis Pergeseran Dukungan Orang Kuat Lokal 

Terhadap Runtuhnya Kekuasaan Kepala Desa Incumbent: Studi Kasus Pilkades 

Bulu Tahun 2019.” Universitas Islam Negeri Sunan Ampel Surabaya, 2024. 

Penelitian ini berfokus pada bagaimana proses pergeseran dukungan “orang 

kuat lokal” dari calon Kepala Desa Incumbent kepada calon Kepala Desa Non 

Incumbent dan bagaimana akibat yang ditimbulkan dari pergeseran dukungan orang 

kuat lokal dari calon Kepala Desa inkaman kepada calon Kepala Desa non 

incomeben. Hal ini menjadi topik yang menarik mengingat banyaknya fenomena 

“orang kuat lokal” yang menjadi kunci terhadap kemenangan calon-calon 

kepala pemerintahan. 

Jenis penelitian ini adalah penelitian kualitatif dengan teknik pengumpulan 

data berupa observasi, wawancara mendalam, dan dokumentasi. Teknik penentuan 

informan dilakukan dengan cara purposive sampling. Proses analisis data meliputi 

kondensasi data, penyajian data dan kesimpulan. Triangulasi digunakan dalam 

proses pemvalidasian data yang meliputi triangulasi sumber, triangulasi teknik dan 

triangulasi waktu. Teori yang digunakan untuk menjelaskan fenomena di atas 

adalah Local Strongmen yang dikemukakan oleh Joey S. Migdal dan teori Patron – 

Klien yang dikemukakan oleh Edward Aspinall. 

Temuan penelitian ini: Temuan pertama, Yakni pergeseran dukungan yang 

dilakukan oleh “orang kuat lokal” dari calon Kepala Desa Incumbent kepada calon 

Kepala Desa Non Incumben dilatarbelakangi karena adanya konflik. Konflik 

tersebut terkait permasalahan tanah bengkok yang dijanjikan oleh Kepala Desa 

incumbent yang diminta secara sepihak dan permasalahan titip nama yang 

dilakukan oleh “orang kuat lokal” kepada Kepala Desa incumbent pada penjaringan 

perangkat desa tahun 2017. Temuan kedua adalah akibat yang ditimbulkan dari 

adanya pergeseran dukungan yang dilakukan oleh “orang kuat lokal” dari calon 

Kepala Desa Incumbent kepada calon Kepala Desa Non Incumbent membuat calon 

Kepala Desa Incumbent yang telah didukung selama 2 periode berturut-turut 

mengalami kekalahan. Sumber-sumber kekuasaan dari “orang kuat lokal” berperan 

sebagai mesin politik pada pelaksanaan Kepala Desa Bulu tahun 2019. Kekalahan 

tersebut dikarenakan banyaknya jumlah suara yang dari para buruh “orang kuat 

lokal” dan buruh dari saudara-saudaranya desa Bulu yang loyal terhadapnya, serta 

jaringan keluarga dari “orang kuat lokal” yang sangat banyak di desa Bulu ikut 

bergeser mengikuti jejak langkah dari “orang kuat lokal” yaitu mendukung calon 

Kepala Desa Non Incumbent. Hal tersebut yang menyebabkan kekalahan calon 

Kepala Desa Incumbent. Hubungan yang terjalin antara buruh dan tuannya 

menciptakan hubungan patron dan klien antara orang kuat lokal 

dengan para buruhnya. 

Kata kunci: Orang Kuat Lokal, Sumber-sumber Kekuasaan, Pemilihan Kepala 

Desa, Incumbent dan Non Incumbent. 
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