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ABSTRAK 

Eka Kurnia, Faiza. (2025). HISTORIOGRAFI CHRISTIAN SNOUCK 

HURGRONJE TENTANG ORANG ACEH. Program Studi Sejarah 

Peradaban Islam, Fakultas Adab dan Humaniora, UIN Sunan Ampel 

Surabaya, Pembimbing (I) Nyong Eka Teguh Iman Santosa. (II) Imam Ibnu 

Hajar. 

 

Penelitian ini mengkaji Historiografi Christian Snouck Hurgronje tentang 

Orang Aceh. Penelitian ini befokus pada tiga rumusan masalah utama: (1) latar 

belakang penyusunan buku De Atjehers dan Snouck Hurgronje terdorong untuk 

membuat karya tersebut, (2) orang Aceh yang dinarasikan dalam buku De Atjehers 

karya Snouck Hurgronje, (3) corak historiografi kolonial Snouck Hurgronje,  

Penelitian ini menggunakan metode penelitian kualitatif, yang meliputi 

heuristik, kritik sumber, interpretasi, dan historiografi. Analisis teori berlandaskan 

pemikiran orientalisme Edward Said serta konsep historiografi kolonial menurut 

Sartono Kartodirdjo, yang menekankan bahwa pengetahuan kolonial sering kali 

dibentuk oleh kepentingan kekuasaan.  

Dari pembacaan kritis terhadap teks De Atjehers, ditemukan bahwa Snouck 

menggambarkan masyarakat Aceh melalui sudut pandang akademik yang 

sistematis namun berlapis bias, terutama ketika menarasikan aspek agama, struktur 

sosial, budaya, dan karakter psikologis orang Aceh dibangun melalui perspektif 

ilmiah yang sistematis tetapi sarat bias, terutama ketika menempatkan Islam sebagai 

penggerak perlawanan dan menggambarkan ulama serta rakyat sebagai fanatik dan 

irasional, sehingga mendukung kebijakan kolonial seperti divide et impera melalui 

kooptasi uleebalang dan marginalisasi ulama. Temuan tersebut menunjukkan 

bahwa De Atjehers bersifat ambivalen kontributif secara ilmiah namun juga 

menjadi alat kekuasaan serta berdampak panjang pada cara Aceh dipahami dalam 

arsip kolonial maupun wacana akademik modern, sehingga penting bagi studi 

historiografi untuk menghadirkan pemahaman yang lebih berimbang dan 

mengembalikan agensi masyarakat Aceh dalam penulisan sejarah. 

 

Kata Kunci: Historiografi, Snouck Hurgronje, De Atjehers, Aceh, 

kolonialisme, orientalisme. 
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ABSTRACT  

Eka Kurnia, Faiza. (2025). CHRISTIAN SNOUCK HURGRONJE'S 

HISTORIOGRAPHY OF THE ACEH PEOPLE. Islamic Civilization History 

Study Program, Faculty of Adab and Humanities, UIN Sunan Ampel 

Surabaya. Advisors: (I) Nyong Eka Teguh Iman Santosa. (II) Imam Ibnu 

Hajar. 

 

This study examines Christian Snouck Hurgronje's historiography of the 

Acehnese. It focuses on three main research questions: (1) the background to the 

creation of De Atjehers and Snouck Hurgronje's motivation to write it; (2) the 

Acehnese portrayed in Snouck Hurgronje's De Atjehers; and (3) the character of 

Snouck Hurgronje's colonial historiography. 

This study employs qualitative research methods, encompassing heuristics, 

source criticism, interpretation, and historiography. The theoretical analysis is 

based on Edward Said's orientalist thinking and Sartono Kartodirdjo's concept of 

colonial historiography, which emphasizes that colonial knowledge is often shaped 

by the interests of power. 

A critical reading of De Atjehers' text reveals that Snouck portrays 

Acehnese society through a systematic yet biased academic lens, particularly when 

narrating aspects of religion, social structure, culture, and the psychological 

character of the Acehnese people. This perspective is constructed through a 

systematic yet biased scientific perspective, particularly when positioning Islam as 

the driving force of resistance and portraying ulama and the people as fanatical and 

irrational, thus supporting colonial policies such as divide and rule through the co-

optation of uleebalang and the marginalization of ulama. These findings indicate 

that De Atjehers was ambivalent in its scholarly contribution but also became a tool 

of power and had a long-lasting impact on how Aceh is understood in colonial 

archives and modern academic discourse. Therefore, it is crucial for 

historiographical studies to provide a more balanced understanding and restore the 

agency of the Acehnese people in the writing of history. 

 

Keywords: Historiography, Snouck Hurgronje, De Atjehers, Aceh, colonialism, 

orientalism. 
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