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ABSTRACT 

 

Sujiyono, L. Y.R., (2026). The Hero’s Journey in Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code. 

English Literature Department, Faculty of Adab and Humanities, UIN Sunan 

Ampel Surabaya. Advisors: (I) Itsna Syahadatud Dinurriyah, M.A., Ph.D, (II) 

Dr. Wahju Kusumajanti, M.Hum. 

 

The study aims to investigate the hero’s journey in The Da Vinci Code novel 

by Dan Brown, which depicts a transformative adventure that follows the classical 

stages of departure, initiation, and return. There are two problems to be solved in 

this study, namely: (1) How does Robert Langdon experience his journey? (2) What 

are the reasons Robert Langdon takes the journey? 

This study employs a qualitative approach, utilizing clear and systematic 

descriptions of the phenomena being studied. A descriptive study in textual analysis 

is applied in this study to analyze the main character in The Da Vinci Code novel. 

The data are collected by first highlighting the data text of The Da Vinci Code novel. 

The highlighted text is then analyzed by identifying the text and sentences and 

applying the correct stages to the correct text. 

This study reveals that all stages of the hero’s journey (departure, initiation, 

and return) encompass seventeen sub-stages that are completed by the main 

character, Robert Langdon. Robert Langdon went on the journey for three reasons: 

the first was a blunder, the second was Robert Langdon's curiosity, and the last was 

moral responsibility. These three reasons shaped Robert Langdon's sense of hero's 

journey. 

 

Keywords: hero, journey, adventure 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Sujiyono, L. Y.R. 2026. Perjalanan Pahlawan dalam Novel The Da Vinci Code 

Karya Dan Brown. Program Studi Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Adab dan 

Humaniora, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. Pembimbing: (I) Itsna 

Syahadatud Dinurriyah, M.A., Ph.D, (II) Dr. Wahju Kusumajanti, M.Hum. 

 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengkaji perjalanan pahlawan dalam novel The 

Da Vinci Code karya Dan Brown, yang menggambarkan petualangan transformatif 

yang mengikuti tahap-tahap klasik yang meliputi departure, initiation, dan return. 

Ada dua masalah yang akan dipecahkan dalam penelitian ini, yaitu: (1) Bagaimana 

Robert Langdon mengalami perjalanannya? (2) Alasan apa yang membuat Robert 

Langdon melakukan perjalanan tersebut? 

Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif, dengan deskripsi yang jelas 

dan sistematis tentang fenomena yang diteliti. Analisis deskriptif dalam analisis 

teks diterapkan dalam penelitian ini untuk menganalisis karakter utama dalam novel 

The Da Vinci Code. Data dikumpulkan dengan terlebih dahulu menyoroti novel The 

Da Vinci Code. Teks yang disoroti kemudian dianalisis dengan mengidentifikasi 

teks dan kalimat, serta menerapkan tahap yang tepat pada teks yang sesuai. 

Studi ini mengungkapkan bahwa semua tahap perjalanan pahlawan (departure, 

initation, dan return) mencakup tujuh belas sub-tahap yang diselesaikan oleh 

karakter utama, Robert Langdon. Robert Langdon melakukan perjalanan ini karena 

tiga alasan: yang pertama adalah blunder, yang kedua adalah rasa ingin tahu Robert 

Langdon, dan yang terakhir adalah tanggung jawab moral. Ketiga alasan ini 

membentuk kesadaran Robert Langdon tentang perjalanan pahlawan. 

 

Kata Kunci: pahlawan, perjalanan, petualangan 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/  

 

 

viii 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

Inside Cover Page  ........................................................................................... i 

Inside Title Page  .............................................................................................. i 

Approval Sheet  ................................................................................................ ii 

Examiners’ Sheet  ............................................................................................ iii 

Declaration  ...................................................................................................... iv 

Acknowledgements  ......................................................................................... v 

Abstract  ........................................................................................................... vi 

Abstrak  ............................................................................................................ vii 

Table of Contents  ............................................................................................ viii 

 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study ............................................................................ 1 

1.2 Problems of the Study ................................................................................ 5 

1.3 Objectives of the Study .............................................................................. 6 

1.4 Significances of the Study .......................................................................... 6 

1.5 Scope and Delimitations ............................................................................ 6 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms ............................................................................ 7 

 

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

2.1 Archetypal Theory ..................................................................................... 9 

2.2 Hero’s Experience ...................................................................................... 9 

2.3 Hero’s Journey ........................................................................................... 10 

2.3.1 Departure .............................................................................................. 11 

2.3.2 Initiation ............................................................................................... 14 

2.3.3 Return ................................................................................................... 17 

 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD 

3.1 Research Design ......................................................................................... 21 

3.2 Data Collection........................................................................................... 21 

3.2.1 Research Data....................................................................................... 22 

3.2.2 Data Source .......................................................................................... 22 

3.2.3 Instrument ............................................................................................ 22 

3.2.4 Data Collection Technique ................................................................... 22 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/  

 

 

ix 

 

3.3 Data Analysis Technique ........................................................................... 23 

 

CHAPTER IV ANALYSIS 

4.1 The Hero’s Journey in The Da Vinci Code ................................................ 25 

4.1.1 Departure .............................................................................................. 25 

4.1.1.1 Robert Langdon’s Call to Adventure ................................................... 26 

4.1.1.2 Robert Langdon’s Refusal to Adventure.............................................. 27 

4.1.1.3 Sophie Neveu as Supernatural Aid ...................................................... 28 

4.1.1.4 Robert Langdon Crossing to The Unknown World ............................. 29 

4.1.1.5 The Rebirth of Robert Langdon ........................................................... 31 

4.1.2 Initiation ............................................................................................... 32 

4.1.2.1 Road of Trials ....................................................................................... 32 

4.1.2.2 Robert Langdon meets Pamela Gettum ............................................... 34 

4.1.2.3 Sir Leigh Teabing’s Invitation ............................................................. 35 

4.1.2.4 Robert Langdon’s Enlightenment ........................................................ 36 

4.1.2.5 The Highest Form of Robert Langdon ................................................. 38 

4.1.2.6 The Ultimate Boon ............................................................................... 39 

4.1.3 Return ................................................................................................... 39 

4.1.3.1 Robert Langdon’s Refusal to Return.................................................... 40 

4.1.3.2 The Magic Flight .................................................................................. 41 

4.1.3.3 Marie Chauvel’s Rescue ...................................................................... 42 

4.1.3.4 Robert Langdon Return to The Origin World ...................................... 43 

4.1.3.5 Master of the Two Worlds ................................................................... 44 

4.1.3.6 Freedom to Live ................................................................................... 45 

4.2 Robert Langdon’s Reasons Take the Journey ............................................ 46 

4.2.1 Robert Langdon’s Initial Reason ......................................................... 46 

4.2.2 Robert Langdon’s Main Reason........................................................... 47 

4.2.3 Robert Langdon’s Side Reason ............................................................ 48 

 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

5.1 Conclusions ................................................................................................ 50 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/  

 

 

x 

 

5.2 Suggestions ................................................................................................ 50 

 

REFERENCES ................................................................................................. 52 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/  

 

 

xi 

 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 

Figure             page 

Figure 1 The Hero’s Journey by Joseph Campbell .......................................... 11 

 

 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/  

 

 

52 

 

REFERENCES 

 

Al Aziz, M. F. (2015). The Myth of Holy Grail in Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci 

Code. Maulana Malik Ibrahim State Islamic University. 

 

Alvianita, G. (2019). Plot Adaptation of The Da Vinci Code from Novel To Film 

[Thesis, UIN Sunan Gunung Djati]. 

https://digilib.uinsgd.ac.id/id/eprint/27989 

 

Amalia, A. (2020). Hero`s Journey Experienced by Jason in Brandon Mull's 

Beyonders: A World Without Heroes. Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana 

Malik Ibrahim Malang. 

 

Brown, D. (2003). The Da Vinci Code. Doubleday. 

 

Campbell, Joseph. (2004). The Hero with a Thousand Faces. Princeton University 

Press. 

 

Farmer, J. D. (2018). The Evolution of Adventure in Literature and Life. 1–15. 

 

Furidha, B. W. (2024). Comprehension of The Descriptive Qualitative Research 

Method: A Critical Assessment of The Literature. Journal Of 

Multidisciplinary Research, 1–8. https://doi.org/10.56943/jmr.v2i4.443 

 

Gijo, D., & George, K. (2021). Archetypal Criticism: A Brief study of the 

Discipline and the Sempiternal Relevance of its Pioneers. International 

Journal of English Literature and Social Sciences, 6(2), 054–060. 

https://doi.org/10.22161/ijels.62.11 

 

Hanić, J., Pavlović, T., & Jašić, A. J. (2020). Journey through the writing process: 

Metaphors of thesis writing experience. ExELL, 6(2), 163–179. 

https://doi.org/10.2478/exell-2020-0003 

 

Janah, S. R. (2013). Divine Feminine: Sophie Neveu’s Character in Dan Brown’s 

The Da Vinci Code. UIN Sunan Kalijaga. 

 

Mahendra, M. Y. I. (2021). The Wonderful Wizard Of Oz Novel: An Analysis Of 

Monomyth Stages In Dorothy’s Character Thesis. 

 

Rahmawati, S. A., Setyowati, Y. S. P. M. P., & Priyambudi, S. S. P. M. P. (2024). 

The Hero Archetype Analysis of Main Character in A Study in Scarlet. EL2J 

(English Language and Literature Journal), 3(1), 1–17. 

https://doi.org/10.38156/el2j.v1i2 

 

Setyawan, Y. (2018). Silas’ Anxiety in Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code. 

Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/  

 

 

53 

 

 

Tridiarto, A. A. (2021). Reflection of Faith in Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code 

Novel (2003): New Criticism. Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta. 


