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ABSTRAK 

Penerapan Kurikulum Merdeka menuntut adanya perubahan dalam proses 

pembelajaran yang menekankan pada pengembangan kemandirian belajar peserta 

didik. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mendeskripsikan penerapan Kurikulum Merdeka 

pada pembelajaran Pendidikan Agama Islam dan Budi Pekerti (PAI-BP) dalam 

meningkatkan kemandirian belajar peserta didik di SMPN 35 Surabaya. Penelitian ini 

menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif dengan jenis penelitian studi kasus. Lokasi 

penelitian berada di SMPN 35 Surabaya dengan informan penelitian meliputi kepala 

sekolah/wakil kepala sekolah bidang kurikulum, guru PAI-BP kelas VIII, serta peserta 

didik kelas VIII. Pengumpulan data dilakukan melalui teknik wawancara, observasi, 

dan dokumentasi. Analisis data dilakukan melalui tahapan reduksi data, penyajian data, 

dan penarikan kesimpulan. Keabsahan data diperoleh melalui triangulasi sumber dan 

teknik. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa penerapan Kurikulum Merdeka pada 

pembelajaran PAI-BP di SMPN 35 Surabaya telah dilaksanakan secara bertahap 

melalui penyusunan Kurikulum Operasional Satuan Pendidikan (KOSP), pelatihan 

guru, serta penyesuaian perangkat pembelajaran berdasarkan capaian pembelajaran dan 

alur tujuan pembelajaran. Guru PAI-BP menerapkan berbagai strategi pembelajaran, 

seperti pembelajaran berdiferensiasi, diskusi, penugasan proyek, refleksi diri, dan 

asesmen formatif untuk mendorong kemandirian belajar peserta didik. Penerapan 

Kurikulum Merdeka berdampak positif terhadap peningkatan kemandirian belajar 

peserta didik yang terlihat dari kemampuan siswa dalam mengatur waktu belajar, 

menyelesaikan tugas secara mandiri, berani mengemukakan pendapat, serta melakukan 

refleksi terhadap hasil belajarnya. Faktor pendukung meliputi dukungan sekolah dan 

kesiapan guru, sedangkan faktor penghambat meliputi perbedaan kemampuan belajar 

siswa dan keterbatasan sarana pembelajaran. 

Kata kunci : Kurikulum Merdeka, Pendidikan Agama Islam dan Budi Pekerti, 

Kemandirian Belajar
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ABSTRACT 

The implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum requires changes in the learning 

process that emphasize the development of students’ independent learning. This study 

aims to describe the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum in Islamic Religious 

Education and Character Education (Pendidikan Agama Islam dan Budi Pekerti/PAI-

BP) learning in improving students’ learning independence at SMPN 35 Surabaya. This 

research employed a qualitative approach with a case study design. The research site 

was SMPN 35 Surabaya, and the research informants included the principal/vice 

principal for curriculum affairs, Grade VIII PAI-BP teachers, and Grade VIII students. 

Data were collected through interviews, observations, and documentation. Data 

analysis was conducted through data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing. 

Data validity was ensured through source and technique triangulation. The results 

indicate that the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum in PAI-BP learning at 

SMPN 35 Surabaya has been carried out gradually through the preparation of the 

School Operational Curriculum (Kurikulum Operasional Satuan Pendidikan/KOSP), 

teacher training, and the adjustment of learning tools based on learning outcomes and 

learning objective sequences. PAI-BP teachers applied various learning strategies, 

including differentiated learning, discussions, project-based assignments, self-

reflection, and formative assessment to encourage students’ learning independence. 

The implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum had a positive impact on improving 

students’ learning independence, as reflected in their ability to manage learning time, 

complete tasks independently, express opinions confidently, and reflect on their 

learning outcomes. Supporting factors include school support and teacher readiness, 

while inhibiting factors include differences in students’ learning abilities and 

limitations in learning facilities. 

Keywords : Merdeka Curriculum, Islamic Religious Education and Character 

Education, Learning Independence
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