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ABSTRAK 

 

Muhammad Wildan Wijaya, 2026, Pluralisme Agama dalam Lagu Imagine 

Karya John Lennon: Analisis Hermeneutika Gadamer dalam Perspektif Paul 

Knitter 

Penelitian ini mengkaji lagu Imagine karya John Lennon sebagai teks budaya populer 

yang mengandung pesan etika dan kemanusiaan dalam konteks keragaman agama. 

Lagu ini sering dipahami secara kontroversial karena liriknya dianggap mengkritik 

agama dan identitas eksklusif. Oleh karena itu, penelitian ini bertujuan untuk 

memahami makna lirik Imagine melalui pendekatan hermeneutika Hans-Georg 

Gadamer dan menganalisis relevansinya terhadap konsep pluralisme agama menurut 

Paul Knitter. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif dengan pendekatan studi 

literatur dan analisis teks lirik lagu Imagine. Hermeneutika Gadamer digunakan untuk 

membaca lirik lagu sebagai teks terbuka, di mana pemahaman lahir dari dialog antara 

cakrawala penulis lagu dan cakrawala pembaca melalui proses fusi cakrawala. Hasil 

penelitian menunjukkan bahwa lagu Imagine tidak dapat dipahami sebagai penolakan 

terhadap agama, tetapi sebagai kritik etika terhadap eksklusivitas teologis, 

institusionalisme agama, dan nasionalisme yang berpotensi menimbulkan konflik. 

Melalui liriknya, lagu ini menyajikan visi kemanusiaan yang menekankan perdamaian, 

solidaritas, dan persaudaraan antar manusia. Dalam perspektif pluralisme agama Paul 

Knitter, pesan etisnya sejalan dengan ajakan untuk membangun hubungan antaragama 

yang dialogis dan berorientasi pada praktik kemanusiaan dan keadilan global. Dengan 

demikian, penelitian ini menegaskan bahwa lagu Imagine relevan untuk merefleksikan 

pluralisme agama dan kehidupan bersama dalam masyarakat yang beragam. 

Kata Kunci: Lagu Imagine, John Lennon, Hans-Georg Gadamer, Paul Knitter 
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ABSTRACT 

 

Muhammad Wildan Wijaya, 2026, Religious Pluralism in The Song Imagine by 

John Lennon: Analysis of Gadamer Hermeneutics in The Perspecive of Paul 

Knitter 

This research examines the song Imagine by John Lennon as a popular culture text that 

contains ethical and humanitarian messages in the context of religious diversity. This 

song is often understood controversially because the lyrics are considered to criticize 

religion and exclusive identity. Therefore, this research aims to understand the meaning 

of Imagine lyrics through the Hans-Georg Gadamer hermeneutic approach and analyze 

their relevance to the concept of religious pluralism according to Paul Knitter. This 

research uses a qualitative method with a literature study approach and text analysis of 

the lyrics of the song Imagine. Gadamer's hermeneutics is used to read song lyrics as 

an open text, where understanding is born from the dialogue between the horizon of 

the songwriter and the horizon of the reader through the process of fusion of horizons. 

The research results show that the Imagine song cannot be understood as a rejection of 

religion, but as an ethical criticism of theological exclusivity, religious institutionalism, 

and nationalism that has the potential to cause conflict. Through its lyrics, this song 

presents a vision of humanity that emphasizes peace, solidarity, and human 

brotherhood. In the perspective of religious pluralism Paul Knitter, the ethical message 

is in line with the invitation to build interfaith relations that are dialogic and oriented 

towards the praxis of humanity and global justice. Thus, this research confirms that the 

Imagine song is relevant to reflect religious pluralism and life together in a multi-

faceted society. 

Keywords: Song of Imagine, John Lennon, Hans-Georg Gadamer, Paul Knitter 
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