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ABSTRAK

Fenomena penurunan kualitas akhlak di tengah masyarakat, terutama di kalangan generasi
muda, kian menunjukkan gejala yang mengkhawatirkan. Kondisi ini tampak dari melemahnya
kepedulian mereka terhadap perjuangan sesama, semakin pudarnya rasa tanggung jawab sosial,
serta kecenderungan melakukan tindakan yang merugikan diri sendiri maupun lingkungan
sekitarnya. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis peran Kurikulum Pendidikan Agama Islam
sebagai mediator dalam hubungan antara Penalaran Akhlak dan Perilaku Karakter Islami pada siswa
sekolah menengah di Penang Free School, Malaysia, dan SMA Negeri 5 Surabaya, Indonesia.
Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan kuantitatif dengan desain cross-sectional, melibatkan 200
responden dari dua sekolah menengah. Instrumen penelitian berupa kuesioner terstruktur yang
mengukur tiga variabel utama: Penalaran Akhlak, Kurikulum Pendidikan Agama Islam, dan
Perilaku Karakter Islami. Analisis data dilakukan melalui uji perbedaan, korelasi, dan regresi
mediasi untuk menguji pengaruh antarvariabel. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa tingkat
Penalaran Akhlak, implementasi Kurikulum Pendidikan Agama Islam, dan Perilaku Karakter Islami
siswa berada pada kategori baik. Tidak ditemukan perbedaan signifikan berdasarkan jenis kelamin
pada ketiga variabel tersebut. Analisis korelasi mengungkapkan bahwa hubungan antarvariabel
berada pada tingkat rendah dan tidak signifikan. Selanjutnya, hasil uji regresi menunjukkan bahwa
Kurikulum Pendidikan Agama Islam memiliki peran sebagai mediator dalam hubungan antara
Penalaran Akhlak dan Perilaku Karakter Islami, sehingga hipotesis nul terkait mediasi ditolak.
Temuan ini menegaskan perlunya penguatan Kurikulum Pendidikan Agama Islam yang lebih
interaktif, kontekstual, dan aplikatif agar mampu mendukung pembentukan Perilaku Karakter
Islami secara lebih efektif. Penelitian ini diharapkan dapat menjadi rujukan bagi sekolah, guru, dan
pemangku kebijakan dalam mengembangkan strategi pembelajaran yang relevan untuk
meningkatkan kualitas akhlak dan karakter siswa di era modern.
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ABSTRACT

The decline in akhlak values within society, particularly among the younger generation, has
become increasingly alarming. This condition is evident in the weakening of their concern for
others’ struggles, the fading of social responsibility, and the growing tendency to engage in actions
that harm both themselves and their surrounding community. This study investigates the mediating
role of the Islamic Education Curriculum in the relationship between Akhlak Reasoning and Islamic
Character Behavior among secondary school students at Penang Free School, Malaysia, and SMA
Negeri 5 Surabaya, Indonesia. Utilizing a quantitative approach with a cross-sectional research
design, the study involved 200 respondents who completed a structured questionnaire measuring
three principal constructs: Moral Reasoning, the Islamic Education Curriculum, and Islamic
Character Behavior. Data analysis encompassed difference testing, correlation analysis, and
mediation regression to comprehensively examine the interrelationships among variables. The
findings reveal that the levels of Moral Reasoning, the implementation of the Islamic Education
Curriculum, and Islamic Character Behavior among students are generally categorized as good.
Furthermore, no statistically significant differences were detected based on gender across all
measured variables. Correlation analysis indicates that the associations among the variables are
weak and statistically nonsignificant. Moreover, the mediation regression results demonstrate that
the Islamic Education Curriculum functions as a mediating variable in the relationship between
Moral Reasoning and Islamic Character Behavior, thereby leading to the rejection of the null
hypothesis concerning mediation. These findings underscore the critical importance of enhancing
the Islamic Education Curriculum through pedagogical approaches that are more interactive,
contextual, and practice-oriented in order to more effectively promote the development of Islamic
Character Behavior. The study contributes meaningful insights for educators, schools, and
policymakers in formulating evidence-based strategies aimed at strengthening students’ moral and
character formation within contemporary educational contexts.
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