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ABSTRAK 

 

Syahrial, M. Ravi (2025). SEJARAH DAN PERKEMBANGAN MEDIA NU 

ONLINE DALAM PENGUATAN MODERASI BERAGAMA DI 

INDONESIA 2003-2024. Program Studi Sejarah Peradaban Islam, 

Fakultas Adab dan Humaniora, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. 

Pembimbing: (I) H. Ali Muhdi, M.Si.. (II) Dr. Wasid, SS., M.Fil.I.  

 

Penelitian ini berjudul “Sejarah dan Perkembangan Media NU Online Dalam 

Penguatan Moderasi Beragama di Indonesia 2003-2024” berisi tiga rumusan 

masalah yang dibahas, yaitu: (1) Bagaimana latar belakang dan sejarah pendirian 

media NU Online, (2) Bagaimana dinamika perkembangan media NU Online 2003-

2024, dan  (3) Bagaimana peran dan dampak media NU Online dalam penguatan 

moderasi beragama di Indonesia. 

 

Penelitian ini menggunakan metode sejarah dengan tahapan heuristik, verifikasi, 

interpretasi, dan historiografi. Sumber data diperoleh dari sumber primer dan 

sekunder, meliputi arsip, dokumen resmi NU Online, literatur cetak, konten digital, 

serta wawancara dengan para perintis dan pengelola media NU Online. Pendekatan 

yang digunakan adalah historis dan sosiologis, dengan kerangka teori continuity 

and change dari John Obert Voll untuk membaca kesinambungan dan perubahan 

strategi dakwah NU, serta teori wacana Michel Foucault untuk menganalisis 

produksi dan distribusi wacana moderasi beragama dalam media digital. 

 

Hasil Penelitian ini adalah: (1) Pendirian NU Online pada tahun 2003 dilatar 

belakangi oleh kesadaran PBNU atas ketertinggalan wacana Islam moderat di ruang 

digital serta kebutuhan strategis menghadirkan media resmi berbasis Ahlussunnah 

wal Jama‘ah sebagai respon terhadap dominasi narasi keagamaan konservatif dan 

ekstrem. Dalam perkembangannya sepanjang 2003-2024, (2) NU Online 

mengalami transformasi kelembagaan, teknologis, dan editorial yang signifikan, 

ditandai dengan perluasan platform, diversifikasi konten, serta profesionalisasi 

manajemen media tanpa meninggalkan tradisi keilmuan pesantren, dan (3) NU 

Online berperan strategis dalam penguatan moderasi beragama di Indonesia melalui 

produksi wacana Islam moderat yang inklusif, toleran, dan kontekstual, sekaligus 

berfungsi sebagai media edukasi publik dan kontra-narasi terhadap radikalisme 

keagamaan di ruang digital. 

 

Kata Kunci: : NU Online, Nahdlatul Ulama, Moderasi Beragama, Dakwah Digital.  
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ABSTRACT 

 

 

Syahrial, M. Ravi (2025). The History and Development of NU Online Media in 

Strengthening Religious Moderation in Indonesia, 2003-2024. Study 

Program of Islamic Civilization History, Faculty of Adab and Humanities, 

UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. Supervisors: (I) H. Ali Muhdi, M.Si. (II) Dr. 

Wasid, S.S., M.Fil.I. 

 

This research, entitled “The History and Development of NU Online Media in 

Strengthening Religious Moderation in Indonesia, 2003–2024,” addresses three 

main research questions: (1) What are the background and historical foundations of 

the establishment of NU Online media? (2) How did the development dynamics of 

NU Online media unfold from 2003 to 2024? and (3) What are the roles and impacts 

of NU Online media in strengthening religious moderation in Indonesia?. 

 

This study employs the historical method, consisting of heuristic, verification, 

interpretation, and historiography stages. Data were obtained from primary and 

secondary sources, including archives, official NU Online documents, printed 

literature, digital content, and interviews with the pioneers and managers of NU 

Online media. The research applies historical and sociological approaches, using 

John Obert Voll’s continuity and change framework to examine the continuity and 

transformation of NU’s da‘wah strategies, as well as Michel Foucault’s discourse 

theory to analyze the production and distribution of religious moderation discourse 

in digital media. 

 

The results of this study are as follows: (1) The establishment of NU Online in 2003 

was driven by PBNU’s awareness of the lag of moderate Islamic discourse in the 

digital sphere and the strategic need to present an official media platform grounded 

in Ahlussunnah wal Jama‘ah as a response to the dominance of conservative and 

extremist religious narratives. Over its development from 2003 to 2024, (2) NU 

Online underwent significant institutional, technological, and editorial 

transformations, marked by platform expansion, content diversification, and the 

professionalization of media management without abandoning the pesantren 

scholarly tradition. Furthermore, (3) NU Online has played a strategic role in 

strengthening religious moderation in Indonesia through the production of 

inclusive, tolerant, and contextual moderate Islamic discourse, while also 

functioning as a medium for public education and as a counter-narrative to religious 

radicalism in the digital space. 

 

Keywords: NU Online, Nahdlatul Ulama, Religious Moderation, Digital Da`wah.  
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