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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

This chapter deals with the research finding and the discussion about the 

statement of problems formulated in chapter one.  

4.1 Findings 

This section focuses on analyzing the datawhich has been collected: the 

characteristics of grammatical features produced by Mr. Carter and the differences 

of grammatical features of African American Vernacular English (AAVE) in 

Rush Hour 2 movie from Standard English (SE).  

4.1.1 Data Description  

The analized data are tabulated from the script of Rush Hour 2 movie, as 

written in the table 4.1.1 below:  

Table 4.1.1 

 
No 

 
Types of 

Grammatical 
Features 

 
Description 

 
Corpus of 

AAVE in Rush 
Hour 2 Movie 

 
Standard 
English 

VERB PHRASE 
1. Absence of 

Copula / 
Auxiliary 

Copula is often 
dropped. It is 
omitted in the 
present tense. 

I warn you about 
playing that shit 
when I in the car. 
 

I warn you 
about playing 
that shit when I 
am in the car. 
 

  That what I 
talking about.  A 
real Hong Kong 
night club.  You 
want an Altoid? 

That what I am 
talking about.  
A real Hong 
Kong night 
club.  You want 
an Altoid? 
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   Take this. It a 
Magnum.  You 
can fold it in 
half. 
 

Take this.  It is 
a Magnum.  
You can fold it 
in half. 
 

   Blend in?  I two 
feet taller than 
everyone here.  
Where you 
going? 

Blend in?  I am 
two feet taller 
than everyone 
here. Where 
are you going? 
 

   You are kidding, 
they love me.  I a 
star, Lee.  A god 
to these people! 
 
 

You are 
kidding, they 
love me.  I am 
a star, Lee.  A 
god to these 
people! 
 

   Damn it, why are 
you ruining my 
night? I just 
starting to have 
fun. 
 
 

Damn it, why 
are you ruining 
my night? I am 
just starting to 
have fun. 
 

   Who here named 
Lee?  Raise your 
hand. 
 
 

Who is here 
named Lee?  
Raise your 
hand. 
 

   I come back and 
catch y'all 
singing Michael 
Jackson and you 
all going to jail. 
 
 

I come back 
and catch y'all 
singing Michael 
Jackson and 
you are all 
going to jail. 
 

   Hang on, Lee.  I 
coming. 
 

Hang on, Lee.  
I am coming. 
 

   So that Ricky 
Tan, he the one 
who blew up the 
Embassy?

So that Ricky 
Tan, he is the 
one who blew 
up the 
Embassy? 
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   I was watching 
you kids.  My 
name is Carter, 
LAPD, and I a 
third degree 
black belt.  At 
least that's what I 
tell the girls at 
the Holiday 
Health Spa 
where I work 
out. 

I was watching 
you kids.  My 
name is Carter, 
LAPD, and I 
am a third 
degree black 
belt.  At least 
that's what I tell 
the girls at the 
Holiday Health 
Spa where I 
work out. 
 

   That pretty good.  
Which one of 
you kids did 
that? 

That is pretty 
good.  Which 
one of you kids 
did that? 

   And that how 
you use the 
LAPD choke 
hold.  Now start 
practicing and 
don't make me 
come back here! 

And that is 
how you use 
the LAPD 
choke hold.  
Now start 
practicing and 
don't make me 
come back 
here! 

   How you doin'? 
 
 

How are you 
doing? 
 

   That right. That is right. 

   She is nice.  But 
I am very tense.  
I'm gonna need a 
lot of massages.  
I'll take that one, 
too.  How you 
doin', baby? 
And...that one in 
pink.  She can do 
my feet. 
 

 

She is nice.  
But I am very 
tense.  I'm 
gonna need a 
lot of massages.  
I'll take that 
one, too.  How 
are you doing 
baby? 
And...that one 
in pink.  She 
can do my feet. 
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   This the only 
color they had 
left.  Now get 
up! 

This is the only 
color they had 
left.  Now get 
up! 

   Back to Heaven 
on Earth.  I need 
my damn 
passport back.  I 
going home. 

Back to Heaven 
on Earth.  I 
need my damn 
passport back.  
I am going 
home. 

   How you doing?  
Can you direct 
me to the 
Heaven on Earth 
massage parlor?   
 

 

How are you 
doing?  Can 
you direct me 
to the Heaven 
ons Earth 
massage parlor?  
 

   How you doing?  
I looking for 
Heaven on Earth. 
 
 

 

How are you 
doing? I am 
looking for 
Heaven on 
Earth. 
 

   This a chase -- 
we are chasing 
that limo! (beat)  

This is a chase 
-- we are 
chasing that 
limo! (beat) 

   You understand? Are you 
understand? 

   How you doing, 
baby?  My name 
Prince Mubutu 
from Nigeria. 
 

How are you 
doing, baby?  
My name is 
Prince Mubutu 
from Nigeria. 

   Red Dragon?  
You sure about 
that? 
 

 

Red Dragon?  
Are you sure 
about that? 
 

   What she doing? 
 

What is she 
doing? 
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   Lee?  You okay? 
 

Lee? Are you 
okay? 
 

   Detective you?  Are you 
Detective? 

   Skirt just came 
off.  She in black 
bra and panties --  
 

Skirt just came 
off.  She is in 
black bra and 
panties -- 

   Damn girl, you 
fine?  

Damn girl, are 
you fine?  
 

   Kenny!  How 
you doin'? 
 

Kenny!  How 
are you doing? 
 

   Oh, that a filling 
right there. 
That's gonna cost 
you. 
 

 

Oh, that is a 
filling right 
there. That's 
gonna cost you. 
 

   Lee, you okay? Lee, are you 
okay? 

   Remember, Lee, 
you're a player 
now.  You own 
the place. 

Remember, 
Lee, you're a 
player now.  
You are own 
the place. 
 

 
2. 

 
Invariant be  

General states 
are marked by 
uninflected be  

Just don’t be 
falling asleep.  

Just don’t fall 
asleep. 

   I always be 
wanting to die 
rich. 

I always 
wanted to die 
rich. 

   Lee. She is be 
wiring.  

Lee, she is 
wired. 

   Nice how that 
be working out. 

Nice how that 
works out. 
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3. Regular and 
Irregular past 
verbs 

Regular past –
ed is obligatory 
frequently 
omitted; 
Irregular past 
may remain 
uninflected or 
regularized with 
–ed .  

I warn you 
about playing 
that shit when I 
in the car. 
 

 

I warned you 
about playing 
that shit when I 
in the car. 
 

   I know you were 
lying. 

I knew you 
were lying. 

   We invent 
gangs.  We were 
having gang 
wars before 
anybody even 
thought about it.   
 

We invented 
gangs.  We 
were having 
gang wars 
before anybody 
even thought 
about it.   

   All I want was a 
little mu-shu. 
 
 

All I wanted 
was a little mu-
shu. 
 

   Now I'm on 
vacation.  I 
know you'd 
come through, 
Lee. 
 

Now I'm on 
vacation.  I 
knew you'd 
come through, 
Lee. 
 

   I get held up at a 
wedding in Tai 
Koo. Ricky here 
yet, I need to get 
his requests. 

I got held up at 
a wedding in 
Tai Koo. Ricky 
here yet, I need 
to get his 
requests. 
 

   I tell you to get 
on your feet! 

I told you to get 
on your feet! 
 

   Last party all he 
want was Sting -
- not one person 
danced.   

Last party all he 
wanted was 
Sting -- not one 
person danced.  
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   I'm sorry, you 
look like you 
traveled in the 
best circles.   
 

I'm sorry, you 
looked like you 
traveled in the 
best circles.   
 

   I know there 
was a reason my 
keys didn't work.  

I knew there 
was a reason 
my keys didn't 
work. 
 

   I tell you this 
would work out.  
They still just 
talking? 
 

I told you this 
would work 
out.  They still 
just talking? 
 

4. Aspectual 
Marker been  

It refers to an 
event that took 
place, literally 
or figuratively, 
in a distant time 
frame.  

Don't be giving 
me attitude, Lee.  
I been here 
three days and 
we haven't done 
shit.  We haven't 
been to a club, 
haven't even 
talked to a girl.  
I'm on vacation, 
and I want some 
mu-shu. 
 
 

 

Don't be giving 
me attitude, 
Lee.  I have 
been here 
three days and 
we haven't done 
shit.  We 
haven't been to 
a club, haven't 
even talked to a 
girl.  I'm on 
vacation, and I 
want some mu-
shu. 
 

   Ricky Tan, I 
been looking all 
over for you. 

Ricky Tan, I 
have been 
looking all 
over for you.  
 

   You been 
asking loud 
questions in all 
the wrong places 
all morning.   

You have been 
asking loud 
questions in all 
the wrong 
places all 
morning.   

   I may been 
absent the day 
we went over 
this in karate 
class. 

I may have 
been absent the 
day we went 
over this in 
karate class. 
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5. Leveling Present 
be to is  

Indicate be 
replace by is in 
the present 
tense.  

How is they 
getting into the 
U.S. mint to use 
the presses? 

How are they 
getting into the 
U.S. mint to use 
the presses? 

   What the hell is 
they going to do 
with a hundred 
million dollars in 
funny money. 

What the hell 
are they going 
to do with a 
hundred million 
dollars in funny 
money. 

6. Regularized was 
for past be  

Used was to 
indicate an 
event in the 
past.  

All I was 
wanted a little 
mu-shu.  

All I wanted a 
little mu-shu. 

   No man, I was 
there just 
asking 

No man, I just 
asking there. 

7. Double modals Double modal 
is often used. It 
is permitted 
with forms.  

I might 
wouldn't do 
that!!! 

I wouldn't do 
that!!! 

   I thought it 
should might be 
like those five 
foot and under 
basketball 
leagues.   

I thought it 
should be like 
those five foot 
and under 
basketball 
leagues.   

   I might should 
kill you right 
now, but I'm 
gonna let you 
live, 'cause 
you're fine, and 
maybe you can 
be reformed. 
 

I might kill you 
right now, but 
I'm gonna let 
you live, 'cause 
you're fine, and 
maybe you can 
be reformed. 
 

   That might 
would be great.  
Don't want any 
of these rich 
white people to 
jump me. 

That would be 
great.  Don't 
want any of 
these rich white 
people to jump 
me. 
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   I would could 
use a little 
vacation. 
 
 

I could use a 
little vacation. 
 

 
NEGATION 

8. Use ain’t for 
negation 

Use ain’t as a 
general 
negative 
indicator.  

Ain’t be messing 
with me, Lee.  I 
will kick your 
ass.  I'll hit you 
so hard you'll 
end up in the 
Ming Dynasty. 
 

 

Don’t be 
messing with 
me, Lee.  I will 
kick your ass.  
I'll hit you so 
hard you'll end 
up in the Ming 
Dynasty. 
 

   I'm a dangerous 
man.  You ain’t 
gonna ruin my 
massage because 
of some midget 
in a house coat. 
 

 

I'm a dangerous 
man.  You are 
not gonna ruin 
my massage 
because of 
some midget in 
a house coat. 
 

   I ain’t the one 
who goes to 
massage parlors 
to bust crime 
lords! 

I am not the 
one who goes 
to massage 
parlors to bust 
crime lords! 

   My bullshit?  I 
ain’t the one 
who goes to a 
karaoke bar 
filled with 
gangsters!  
 

My bullshit?  I 
am not the one 
who goes to a 
karaoke bar 
filled with 
gangsters!  
 

   And you ain't 
black! 

And you are 
not black! 
 

   We still parked – 
we ain’t 
moving!  

We still parked 
– we are not 
moving! 

   I ain't his 
partner, I'm a 
tourist.  I got 

I am not his 
partner, I'm a 
tourist.  I got 
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proof.  See, I got 
a mini-bar key. 

proof.  See, I 
got a mini-bar 
key. 

   How do we 
know you ain’t 
lying?  Let me 
see your badge. 

How do we 
know you are 
not lying?  Let 
me see your 
badge. 

   We ain’t partner.  
Between your 
daddy, my 
daddy, and the 
beating I just 
took, as far as I 
can tell all 
partners get you 
is dead. 

We are 
notpartner.  
Between your 
daddy, my 
daddy, and the 
beating I just 
took, as far as I 
can tell all 
partners get you 
is dead. 

   You got that 
right.  And we 
ain't brothers.  
Maybe we 
should just end 
this right here. 
 

 

You got that 
right.  And we 
are not 
brothers.  
Maybe we 
should just end 
this right here. 
 

9. Ain’t for Didn’t  Didn’t as a 
general 
negative 
indicator.  

Hey, I ain’t 
mean to call you 
pathetic. 

Hey, I didn’t 
mean to call 
you pathetic. 

   Ricky Tan ain’t 
kill my father, 
the Fu-Cang 
Long are not in 
South Central. 
 

Ricky Tan 
didn’tkill my 
father, the Fu-
Cang Long are 
not in South 
Central. 
 

   I ain’t have to 
help you. 
 

I didn’thave to 
help you. 

10. Negative concord 
(Double or 
multiple 
negation) 

Double or 
miltiple 
negatives 
within a 
sentence are 

Freeze!  Don’t 
nobody move! 
 
 

Freeze! 
Nobody move! 
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acceptable and 
use for 
emphasis.  

   Didn’t nobody 
understands the 
word that are 
coming out of 
your mouth. 
 

Nobody 
understands the 
word that are 
coming out of 
your mouth. 
 

NOMINALS 

11. 3rd Plural –s May remain 
inflected or  
regularized with 
–s  

Your breaths 
has been a little 
funky all day.  
Let me look at 
you. 

Your breath 
has been a little 
funky all day.  
Let me look at 
you. 

   We gets 
royalties from 
other gangs.  
Now gimme 
your badge and 
gun and I'll show 
you how it's 
done. 
 

We get 
royalties from 
other gangs.  
Now gimme 
your badge and 
gun and I'll 
show you how 
it's done. 
 

   Makes yourself 
at home, 
Isabella. 

Make your self 
at home, 
Isabella. 

   I'll goes to the 
craps table, make 
a big scene.   

I'll go to the 
craps table, 
make a big 
scene.   

12. 2nd Plural–y’all The all in y’all 
is merely a 
plural marker 
not a quantifier. 
It refers to 
either to some 
of y’all or to all 
(of) you. 

I come back and 
catch y'all 
singing 
 

I come back 
and catch you 
all singing 
 

13. 3rd Singular -s 
absence 

Frequenty 
omitted –s of 
3rd singular 
absencein the 

Lee take off and 
chases them on 
foot. 

Lee takes off 
and chases 
them on foot. 
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sentence.  

   All right, get 
your hand up. 
 

All right, get 
your handsup. 
 

14. Measurable Noun 
Plural absence 

Frequenty 
omitted –s of 
noun plural 
absence in the 
sentence.  

Two hundred 
cop?  Was Mario 
Sanchez there?  
He owes me 
money. 
 

Two hundred 
cops?  Was 
Mario Sanchez 
there?  He owes 
me money. 
 

   In one of those 
bathroom over 
there in about 
five minutes. 

In one of those 
bathrooms 
over there in 
about five 
minutes. 
 

   Snoopy is about 
six inch taller 
than you.  I'm 
sorry, Lee, you 
never had a 
chance. 

Snoopy is about 
six inchestaller 
than you.  I'm 
sorry, Lee, you 
never had a 
chance. 
 

 
   Did you give me 

five-hundred 
dollar chip 
because I'm 
black? 
 

 

Did you give 
me five-
hundred dollar 
chips because 
I'm black? 
 

   Okay, all the 
Triad and ugly 
women goes to 
that side, all fine 
ass women on 
this side. 
 

Okay, all the 
Triads and 
ugly women 
goes to that 
side, all fine ass 
women on this 
side. 
 

   I don't want to 
play game with 
you, Isabella.   
 

I don't want to 
play games 
with you, 
Isabella.   
 



 

    digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id  digilib.uinsby.ac.id   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

44 
 

 

 

 

 

   And don't play 
game or we'll 
kick your lying 
ass! 
 

And don't play 
games or we'll 
kick your lying 
ass! 
 

15. Generelized verb 
plural absence  

Frequenty 
omitted –es or  
–s absence in 
the sentence. 

Black people 
keep their cool 
when the shit go 
down. 

Black people 
keep their cool 
when the shit 
goes down. 
 

   Where it go, you 
go!   
 

Where it goes, 
you go!   
 

   Everyone else at 
the table has 
thousand dollar 
chips, but the 
black man get 
the nickel, 
 

Everyone else 
at the table has 
thousand dollar 
chips, but the 
black man gets 
the nickel, 
 

QUESTION FORMATIONS 

16. Non-inverted 
simple question 

These non – 
inverted forms 
tend to occur 
with questions 
and 
syntactically 
simple 
sentence.  

Everyone else at 
the table has 
thousand dollar 
chip, but the 
black man get 
the nickel, it is 
that?  

Everyone else 
at the table has 
thousand dollar 
chip, but the 
black man get 
the nickel,is 
that is?   

   Will stop you?  Will you  stop? 

17. Inverted 
embedded 
question 

Inverted a 
sentence with 
questions in 
simple 
sentence.  

You thinking 
that girl that 
dumped you? 

Do you think 
that girl 
dumped you ?  
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4.1.2 Data Analysis  

From the table above, the researcher tries to classify and analyze the 

grammatical features of AAVE that have been found in the script of Rush Hour 2 

movie by comparing with Standard English. The researcher analyses the 

grammatical features of AAVE as follows: 

4.1.2.1 Absence of copula/Auxiliary  

Copula is a technical term for auxiliary verb takes the forms be, being, am, 

are, is, was and were. Absence of copula refers to sentences in AAVE that do not 

have a form of the copula be, especially the singular whose absence distinguishes 

AAVE from other American dialects, standard and vernacular.  

Mr.Carter utterances uses structures that lack the copula, in all of the 

movie script investigated by the researcher , many examples of copula deletion 

were found, as followed:  

(1) I was watching you kids.  My name is Carter, LAPD, and I a third 

degree black belt.  At least that's what I tell the girls at the Holiday 

Health Spa where I work out. 

Comparing with Standard English, it becomes:  

-I was watching you kids.  My name is Carter, LAPD, and I am a third 

degree black belt.  At least that's what I tell the girls at the Holiday 

Health Spa where I work out. 

(2) That what I talking about. A real Hong Kong night club.  You want an 

Altoid? 
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Translating into Standard English:  

-That what I am talking about. A real Hong Kong night club.  You want an 

Altoid? 

(3) I warn you about playing that shit when I in the car. 

Comparing with Standard English:  

-I warn you about playing that shit when I am in the car. 

Absence of copula is also found in the question form as in this dialog:  

(4) She is nice.  But I am very tense.  I'm gonna need a lot of massages.  I'll take 

that one, too.  How you doin', baby? And that one in pink.  She can do my feet. 

In Standard English it means:  

-She is nice.  But I am very tense.  I'm gonna need a lot of massages.  I'll take that 

one, too.  How are you doing, baby?And...that one in pink.  She can do my feet. 

(5) Lee?  You okay?  

Comparing with Standard English:  

-Lee?  Are you okay? 

Absence of copula are also found in the movie:  

(6) Detective Yu?   

In Standard English, the sentence means: Are you detective?  

4.1.2.2 Invariant be 

Invariant habitual be is an auxiliary verb form occuring in AAVE that is 

never conjugated; it signals habitual aspect – the occurance of an event or state 

over a significantly long period of time (length depending on the social contex). 

K.spears (69: 2001)  
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The aspectual marker be can occur in front of ing-forms, adjectives, nouns 

and prepositional phrase. It most frequent with ing-forms. This feature does not 

appear as often as the zero copula in the movie. The researcher found Mr.Carter 

utterances uses the invariant be, as in the table:  

Table 4.1.2.2.1  

NO AAVE SE 

(7) Just don’t be falling asleep. Just don’t fall asleep 

(8) I always be wanting to die rich  I always wanted to die rich 

(9) Nice how that be working out Nice how that works out  

 

It is found in the script that habitual be is used. It occur in front of ing-

forms, be falling,be wanting and be working. Habitual be used on Mr.Carter 

Utterances is used to indicate repeated, habitual action. It means that something is 

done usually, repeatedly or in a habitual manner, which is contradiction with 

Standard English that uses be as either auxiliary or copulative verb it functions 

either as a helper or a link between subject and complement. 

4.1.2.3 Regular and Irregular past verb  

According to Green as quote by Oetting and Pruit stated that internal 

markers of tense are often required in AAE. However, for irregular past tense over 

regularized past forms. As observe in the dialogs:  

(10)We invent gangs.  We were having gang wars before anybody even thought 

about it.   
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Grammatically, in Standard English becomes:  

-We invented gangs.  We were having gang wars before anybody even 

thought about it.  

(11)I get held up at a wedding in Tai Koo. Ricky here yet, I need to 

get his requests. 

As in Standard English:  

-I got held up at a wedding in Tai Koo. Ricky here yet, I need to get 

his requests. 

(12) Last party all he want was Sting -- not one person danced.   

Comparing with Standard English:  

-Last party all he wantedwas Sting -- not one person danced.   

The dialog shows the regularization of past tense. Gramatically, 

Standard English differenciates regular and irregular verb. Regular verb is form 

by adding –ed to the verb as invent becomes invented while irregular verb has its 

own structure like get becomes got. 

4.1.2.4 Aspectual marker been  

The aspect marked by stressed been has been given many names, 

including perfect phase, remote phase and remote past. With non-stative verbs, the 

role of been is simple: it place of the action in the distant past, or represent total 

completion of the action. A Standard English equivalent s to add “a long time 

ago”.  

However, when been is used with stative verbs or gerund forms, been 

shows that the action began in the distant past and that is continuing no. A better 
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translation when used with stative is for “a long time”. For instance, from the 

dialog in the script, the researcher found the using been : 

(13) Don't be giving me attitude, Lee.  I been here three days and we haven't 

done shit.  We haven't been to a club, haven't even talked to a girl.  I'm on 

vacation, and I want some mu-shu. 

Standard English: - Don't be giving me attitude, Lee.  I have been here three 

days and we haven't done shit.  We haven't been to a club, haven't even talked to 

a girl.  I'm on vacation, and I want some mu-shu. 

(14) You been asking loud questions in all the wrong places all morning. 

Thus, in Standard English:  

-You have been asking loud questions in all the wrong places all morning. 

Besides, it also shown in this voice over:  

(15)Ricky Tan, I been looking all over for you.  

Standard English: -Ricky Tan, I have been looking all over for you.  

Been is also indicates the activity took place in the distant past and that it 

is continuing now.  

4.1.2.5 Leveling present be to is  

Copula is carelessly omitted or is used in incorrect forms, the researcher 

are also found the auxiliary“is” into “are” of Mr. Carter utterances, as in these 

sentence:  

(16) How is they getting into the U.S. mint to use the presses? 

Gramatically, in Standard English becomes:  
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-How are they getting into the U.S. mint to use the presses? 

(17) What the hell is they going to do with a hundred million dollars in funny 

money. 

Comparing with Standard English:  

-What the hell are they going to do with a hundred million dollars in funny 

money. 

4.1.2.6 Regularized was for past be  

Auxiliary was are also used in Rush Hour 2 movie of Mr.Carter 

utterances to indicate an event in the past:  

(18) All I was wanted a little mu-shu. 

Comparing with Standard English: -All I  wanted a little mu-shu. 

4.1.2.7 Double modals 

The use of other auxiliaries in AAVE seems to be receding when 

compared with their use in Southern vernacular counterparts. Whereas double 

modals. Such as:  

(19) I might wouldn't do that!!! 

Standard English: -I would not do that!!! 

(20) I might should kill you right now, but I'm gonna let you live, 'cause you're 

fine, and maybe you can be reformed. 

Standard English: -I might kill you right now, but I'm gonna let you live, 'cause 

you're fine, and maybe you can be reformed. 

(21) I would could use a little vacation. 
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Thus in Standard English: -I could use a little vacation. 

4.1.2.8 Use ain’t for negation  

In these varieties ain’t is used in those place where Standard English uses 

be+not or have+not. In these varieties ain’t is restricted to present tense contexts. 

In these non Standard White varieties of English, ain’t never appears where 

Standard English has past tense form of be+not or have+ not or do+ not (was+not, 

were+not, had+not, did+not). (Sidnell:2010)  

Ain’t was found in the following dialogs:  

(22) I'm a dangerous man.  You ain’t gonna ruin my massage because of some 

midget in a house coat. 

Thus, in Standard English:  

-I'm a dangerous man.  You are not gonna ruin my massage because of some 

midget in a house coat. 

(23) I ain’t the one who goes to massage parlors to bust crime lords! 

Standard English: -I am not the one who goes to massage parlors to bust crime 

lords! 

4.1.2.9 Ain’t for didn’t  

Wolfram as quote by Howe stated that:  

“The correspondence of Standard English didn’t (with ain’t) has 

only been found in Vernacular Black Varieties. The regular use 

of I ain’t for didn’t in modern AAVE appears to be a recent 

development”  
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Ain’t for didn’t was found in these following dialogs:  

(24) Hey, I ain’t mean to call you pathetic. 

Standard English: -Hey, I didn’t mean to call you pathetic. 

(25) Ricky Tan ain’t kill my father, the Fu-Cang Long are not in South Central. 

Standard English:  

-Ricky Tan didn’t kill my father, the Fu-Cang Long are not in South Central. 

4.1.2.10 Negative concord (Double or Multiple negation) 

In AAVE, speakers can produce as many negations as they like, it is to 

be note that multiple negation is used in White-Non Standard English, and was 

used in Old and Midlle English as well.   

There are a few cases of multiple and double negations of Mr.Carter 

utterances in Rush Hour 2 movie. In fact, all sentences in which there is negation 

are formedaccording to AAVE Standards. Double negations were used instead of 

the terms anyone/anybody/and anymore. As in the following sentences:  

(26) Freeze!  Don’t nobody move! 

Such in Standard English: -Freeze!  Nobody move! 

(27) Didn’t nobody understands the word that are coming out of your mouth. 

Thus, in Standard English:  

-Nobody understands the word that are coming out of your mouth. 

4.1.2.11 3rd Plural –s 

Based on the theory of the grammar of Standard English, verb must agree 

with the subject. It’s sometimes doesn’t happen in AAVE. In the script the 
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researcher found there are some sentence that the verb is not agree with the 

subject, as in the dialogs:  

(28)Your breaths has been a little funky all day.  Let me look at you. 

Gramatically, in Standard English becomes:  

-Your breath has been a little funky all day.  Let me look at you. 

(29)We gets royalties from other gangs.  Now gimme your badge and gun and I'll 

show you how it's done. 

As in Standard English:  

-We get royalties from other gangs.  Now gimme your badge and gun and I'll 

show you how it's done. 

4.1.2.12 2nd Plural y’all 
 

The second person plural y’all is quite common in both Southern and 

Northern versions of AAVE and therefore contrast with second person plural 

formation in regions that are caraterized by variants such as youse, you guys, or 

youns. As indicated in the dialogs:  

(30)I come back and catch y'all singing 

Comparing with Standard English:  

- I come back and catch you all ssinging. 

4.1.2.13 3rd Singular–s absence 

Another characteristic of AAVE is absence of signaling of the third 

person singular in the present tense of verb. The standard prescribes that when the 

subject is occupied by a third person singular noun, the verb must be inflected 
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with –s/-es. In contrast, grammatical system of AAVE ignores such that. As 

indicated in the dialogs: 

(31)  Lee take off and chases them on foot. 

Standard English: -Lee takes off and chases them on foot. 

(32) All right, get your hand up. 

Standard English: - All right, get your hands up. 

4.1.2.14 Measurable noun plural absence  

The formation of plurals in AAVE is noteworthy for several reasons. The 

pattern of –s absence related to measure nouns with quantifiers. The absence of 

the plural –s with measure nouns is a characteristic of a number of Southern-based 

varieties of English as well as some Northern rural vernacular varietis. (Wolfram 

and Schilling-Estes 1998; Wolfram and Christian 1976), and it is probably more 

robust in Southern based, rural varieties than it currently is in urban AAVE. 

However, AAVE may also have a more generelized of absen –s plural unrestricted 

by the type of noun, as in these dialogs:  

(33) Two hundred cop?  Was Mario Sanchez there?  He owes me money. 

Comparing with Standard English:  

-Two hundred cops?  Was Mario Sanchez there?  He owes me money. 

(34) In one of those bathroom over there in about five minutes. 

Thus, in Standard English:  

- In one of those bathroomsover there in about five minutes. 

(35) Snoopy is about six inch taller than you.  I'm sorry, Lee, you never had a 

chance. 
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Gramatically, in Standard English becomes:  

- Snoopy is about six inches taller than you.  I'm sorry, Lee, you never had a 

chance.  

4.1.2.15 Generelized verb plural absence  

Generelized verb plural absence is a trait of urban AAVE, it is relatively 

infrequent, with typical absence levels less than 10 pecent out of all the cases 

where it might ocuur. Older, more rural versions of AAVE show a higher 

incidence of generelized plural verb absence, with some speakers showing levels 

up to one-third of all potential cases. From Mr.Carter utternaces the researcher 

found the generelized of verb plural absence:  

(36) Black people keep their cool when the shit go down. 

Similar sentences in Standard English will be written: 

-Black people keep their cool when the shit goes down. 

(37) Where it go, you go!   

In Standard English, it sentence means:  

- Where it goes, you go! 

4.1.2.16 Non- inverted simple question  

Questions may be formed without subject-auxiliary inversion, while the 

productive use of simple non-inverted question order may be receding, it is still 

quite common in some fixed phrases . The researcher only found Mr.carter 

utternces uses non-inverted simple question twice:  

(38) Everyone else at the table has thousand dollar chip, but the black man get the 

nickel, it is that? 
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Standard English: - Everyone else at the table has thousand dollar chip, but the 

black man get the nickel, is that it? 

(39) Will stop you? 

In Standard English becomes: - Will you stop? 

4.1.2.17 Inverted embedded question  

Embedded questions may retain subject-auxiliary inversions, as in 

Mr.Carter utterances in the following dialogs:  

(40) You thinking that girl that dumped you? 

Standard English: - Do you think that girl dumped you ? 

4.2 Discussions 

In this section, the researcher shows the concluding from the finding, the 

researcher examines that among 327 utterances of Mr.Carter in Rush Hour 2 

movie, only 96 of them included the characteristics of grammatical features 

produced by Mr.Carter of African American Vernacular English (AAVE). 

Certainly, the utterances of Mr.Carter areabsence of copula or auxiliary, invariant 

be, regular and irregular past verb , aspectual marker been, leveling present be to 

is, regularized was for past be, double modals, use ain’t for negation, ain’t for 

didn’t, negative concord (double or multiple negation),  3rd plural –, 2nd plural 

y’all, 3rd singular –s absence, measurable noun plural absence, Generelized verb 

plural absence, non-inverted simple questionand inverted embedded question.  

Whilst, a list of Mr.Carter utterances in Rush Hour 2 movie (as in Table 

1). Furthermore, through making a list of conversation, actually the researcher 

believe that it will give contribution to the other researchers who are interested in 
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study ofgrammatical analysis of AAVE when the researcher is considering that 

there is no similar researches have been done before, especially in Rush Hour 2 

movie.  

Continuing the second question of this present study,what are the 

differences of grammatical features of African American Vernacular English 

(AAVE) in Rush Hour 2 movie from Standard English. In other words, what 

Mr.Carter intends us to describe what is said. The researcher analyzed them by 

using Rickford and Wolfram theory and other AAVE grammarians.Above all it 

can be seen clearly in the table 1.  

In conclusion, for some cases, it is possible that more than one 

grammatical analyses are included of the characteristics of African American 

Vernacular English (AAVE) and implied out of Standard English. In the result, 

the amount of Mr.Carter utterances is exactly comparable or even more than the 

amount of grammatical features. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


