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1 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the background of the study, the statement of 

problems, objectives of the study, significance of the study, the scope and 

limitations, and the definition of key terms. All sections which have been 

mentioned will be discussed as follow: 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Communication is very important, because as social creature, human being 

cannot live alone; they certainly need other people in their lives. Human beings 

are social creatures, who always need a company in their life. They have to 

cooperate with one another, which can be carried out in a community. It means 

that they have to communicate with others. To be able to communicate to other 

people we need language as a tool of communication. According to Kleider 

(1998:19), language is used to communicate and interact with each other in our 

daily life, whether in family, society, environment, educational institutions, 

recreational places, etc. When two or more people communicate with each other 

in speech, it called the system of communication that they employ a code. 

Therefore, language also has its function as primarily transactional language. It is 

the language that is used to convey factual or propositional information (Yule, 

1996: 2-3).   

Actually, people use a language for everything they do. Even they do not 

say anything, they have thought in their mind using a language. People can learn 

many things through the language in order to get the existence of life. People can 
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interact each other by using a language to send meaning or message with different 

purposes such as asking agreement, get someone to do something, share 

information and so on. But to make the communication can be understood by both 

sides of speakers who are involved in its situation; they must use the same 

language. Sometimes we are not sure about the message we should get from 

something we read or hear, and we are concerned about getting our own message 

across to others (Kleider, 1924: 2). In communication, there are also some aspects 

of language that must be noticed. For example, when we do communication, we 

will find the use of reference or term of address, such as: He, She, You, Sir, 

Doctor, My Lord, Here, There, etc. 

Yule (1996: 3) states that pragmatics is the study which concern in the 

meaning of communication delivered by the speaker and interpreted by the 

listener (reader). By this definition, it can be said that meaning is important to be 

known for everyone to communicate each other. Then, Yule (1996: 3) also states 

that pragmatics is the study of speaker meaning, the study of contextual meaning, 

the study of how more gets communicated than is said, and the study of the 

expression of relative distance (closeness in physical, social, or conceptual). 

While, Levinson (1983:9) states in Lestari thesis that pragmatic is the study of 

those relationships between languages and context that are grammaticalized or 

encode the structure of the language. According to Levinson (1983: 62-85), there 

are 5 major types of diexis markers. They are Person Deixis, Place Deixis, Time 

Deixis, Discourse Deixis, and Social Deixis. First, person diexis is realized with 

personal pronoun, if its reference which is used appropriate with the context when 
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the word is used. Second, place diexis can be seen from the location of the people 

who is doing communication. Third, Time Diexis, Levinson states that time deixis 

is code of time refers to the time in which relative to the time of speaking or an 

utterance was spoken. Fourth, Discourse Diexis, Levinson states that discourse 

deixis concerns the use of expressions with in some utterance. Fifth, Social 

Diexis, Levinson states that social diexis used to code social distinctions that are 

relative to participant roles in social relationship between speaker and addressee 

or speaker and some referent.  

To understand easily, we use of words refers to people or thing, and it will 

help the researcher. But, sometimes we are still confused and misunderstood. It 

means that the readers do not know the words that are not referring to anything. 

Therefore, to avoid the misunderstanding, we have to know about reference. 

According to Yule (1996:17), Reference is an act in which a speaker, or writer 

uses linguistic form to enable a listener, or a reader to identify something. 

Reference is clearly tied to the speaker goals and the speaker’s beliefs in the use 

of language. Yule states that there are two types of reference, they are endophora 

and exophora. Endophoric reference has two types, they are anaphora and 

cataphora. Yule (1996: 23) also states that anaphora is process of continuing to 

identify exactly the same entity as denoted by the antecedent and cataphor is the 

use of a word (typically a pronoun) to introduce someone or something that is 

more fully identified later.  

From the explanation above, this study focus on the varieties of deixis and 

the type of reference of each of the deixis is used in the A Marriage Proposal 
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drama text by Anton Chekov. The writer chooses the drama text because first, she 

assumes that’s all of the entire literary work can be analyzed using deixis theory 

and drama text is also one of the examples of literary works. Second, in the 

previous study, the object of the research mostly novel, article, poem, song lyric, 

ect and that is serious events. Therefore, the writer uses drama about comedy or a 

satire includes making fun of romance and marriage, so the readers are not bored 

and entertained.  It can be seen in Widya Lestari (2015) research emphasized to a 

study of deixis in the interview between Barack Obama and Chuck Todd in “Meet 

the Press”. Then, Sherly Marliana (2013) entitled “The Use of Deixis in the 

Transcription of the Interview between Oprah Winfrey, President Barack Obama 

and First Lady Michelle Obama in Chicago May 2
nd

, 2011. From the two example 

of previous study, the writer found formal events that used in research and also 

delivered a specializes interview with national leader which talked about politics, 

economics, foreign policy, etc.  

Drama is one of the examples of literary work. The idea that marriage is 

an arrangement between two people, rather business like, without romance or 

love, which Chekhov illustrates by having the two people involved in the proposal 

bicker and argue until they agree to get married at the end where you know they 

will continue to bicker and argue. That is not only about dialogues between two 

people or more, but also message from speaker to hearer. In A Marriage Proposal 

Drama, there are kinds of deixis, such as I as the first person deixis, You as the 

second deixis, etc. Besides that, there are the meanings of each of the deixis used 
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in drama. So, that’s why it will be interested to analyze this drama by using the 

deixis theory. 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Related to the topic above, the writer formulates the following problems: 

1. What are the varieties of deixis used on Anton Chekov’s A Marriage   

Proposal? 

2. What is the referent of each of the deixis used on Anton  Chekov’s A Marriage 

Proposal? 

1.3 Objectives of the Study 

Based on the problem above, the objective of this study are as follows: 

1. To identify the varieties of deixis used on Anton Chekov’s A  Marriage 

Proposal. 

2.  To analyze the referent of each of the deixis used on Anton Chekov’s A 

Marriage Proposal. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The researcher hopes that the study would have both theoretical and 

practical values. It is suggested that the next researchers who are interested in 

doing further research in this area to use these findings as a starting point in 

conducting the research about deixis related to other linguistics area and to 

analyze data sources or other dramas by Anton Chekov or other authors.  

Through the findings of this study, it is expected for the students of 

English Department in Letters and Humanities faculty, especially at the State 
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Islamic University of Sunan Ampel Surabaya, to improve reading and writing 

skills using deixis theory. It is also recommended for the linguistic teachers 

improve their knowledge and apply their understanding about deixis and reference 

in general, A Marriage Proposal in the teaching and learning in linguistics 

classroom in particular.      

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

This research will deal only with “diexis” that can be found in A Marriage 

Proposal drama text. The scope of this study is to identify the five types of deixis 

include Person Deixis, Place Deixis, Time Deixis, Discourse Deixis, and Social 

Deixis by using theory of meaning pragmatics in order to give the more 

comprehension to the doer. Such as, the speakers, listeners, the context and the 

situation. The limitation of this research uses drama text entitles A Marriage 

Proposal by Anton Chekov. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

Below are the definitions of the key term based on the topic: 

a. Deixis is borrowed from the Greek word. It means pointing or indicating, In 

Levinson’s finding (1983:53) deixis is pointing or indicating and has as 

prototypical or focal exemplars the use of demonstratives, first and second 

person pronouns, tense, specific time and place adverbs. 

b. A Marriage Proposal is one of all the dramas by Anton Chekov, published in 

1888. The genre is a comedy or a satire includes making fun of romance and 

marriage. Chekhov examines the true nature of marriage, an institution of 
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necessity in his time that did not necessarily need to include romance and love 

(Wikipedia, 2016). 

c. Anton Chekov is as a writer of short fiction his economical use of language 

and ambivalent style. Chekhov weaves humor with pathos to magnify the 

inconsequential details of people's lives helped redefine the short story genre. 

He also developed a technique of ending stories with what have been termed 

"zero endings" or anti-climactic conclusions. This technique makes the stories 

seem more realistic, and often more pathetic, because readers are left to guess 

what will happen next (Wikipedia, 2016). 

d. Reference is an act in which a speaker, or writer uses linguistic form to enable 

a listener, or a reader to identify something (Yule, 1996:17). 

e. Anaphora is process of continuing to identify exactly the same entity as 

denoted by the antecedent (Yule, 1996:23). 

f. Cataphor is the use of a word (typically a pronoun) to introduce someone or 

something that is more fully identified later (Yule, 1996:23). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




