CHAPTER Il

ANALYSIS

In this chapter, the study will present to perform an analysis of
Pilar character as one of the main characters in this novel by using new
criticism and existentialism. There are two problems will be analyzed. An
initial analysis understands Pilar character in the novel. This analysis is done
to describe the characterization of Pilar through her action, talking and
thinking when she meets her childhood friend. Furthermore, the next analysis
is to show the embodiment of Pilar’s love as her existence in the novel. The
steps in this phase describe how the process of achieving existence of Pilar
through the story of her life when she meets her childhood friend. Therefore,
using a new criticism and existentialism are required to help in explaining the

characterization of Pilar and form of her existence achieved.

3.1 Characters of Pilar

Pilar in this story is a developing character. In the beginning, she is
portrayed as a lacking self- confidence woman and as fearful woman taking a
risk that are described when she meets her childhood friend. Nevertheless,
there is a point in Pilar's life that makes change of her characters during
encounter with her childhood friend and then they fall in love. Pilar becomes
as a self-confidence woman and as a brave woman to make her life with her

childhood friend.
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Pilar’s character is described as a woman who has lacking self-
confidence and fearful to take a risk. These are shown by her action, talking
and thinking when she meets her childhood friend.

When she and her childhood friend join to travel to the city to
deliver a lecture, Pilar opens a conversation with her childhood friend and she
talks about their child experiences. Pilar tries to recall their memories when
they are still in the village and Pilar-hopes that the memories are able to give
more attention to her childhood friend. However, her childhood friend
appears not to give an interest attention to Pilar story. Pilar becomes a
meaningless person at the situation because she feels unappreciated presence
there so that she is sorry to have taken the decision to accompany her friend
journey.

In the beginning, | had tried to reminisce about our childhood

adventures, but he’d shown only a polite interest. In fact, he hadn’t

even really been listening to me; he kept asking me questions about
things I had already told him.

Something was wrong. Had time and distance taken him away

from my world forever? After all, he talks about “magic moments,”

| reasoned. Why would he care about an old friend’s career? He
lives in a different universe, where Soria is only a remote
memory—a town frozen in time, his childhood friends still young
boys and girls, the old folks still alive and doing the same things
they’d been doing for so many years.

I was beginning to regret my decision to come with him. So when

he changed the subject again, | resolved not to insist any further.

(Coelho 17-18)

Another action indicates Pilar as evidence of a sense of lacking
self- confidence is Pilar feels herself that she is not a worthy woman because

she realizes that she is only a village woman having lacking experience so she

cannot give interesting stories for her childhood friend.
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Now, maybe I’m a girl from the farm with no great stories to tell.

Maybe | lack the sophistication of women from the big city. Life in

the country may not make a woman elegant or worldly...(Coelho

19)

Moreover, when Pilar gathers for a drink with her childhood friend
and his friends at a café after completing a lecture, Pilar is very pleased to be
able to know new people and they tell many things about the world. During
that time, Pilar realizes the ignorance of many things and she feels sorry for
herself only able to talk about her child memories.

It was good to be here, meeting new people, talking about serious

things but always with a touch of humor. | felt like I was really

participating in the world. For at least this one night, I was no
longer just seeing the real world through television or the
newspapers.

He was so right not to pay any attention to my remarks about

Soria, | thought. And | began to feel sorry for myself; for so many

years, my drawer full of memories had held the same old stories.

(Coelho 26-27)

Instead of a lack of self- confidence which belongs to Pilar, Pilar is
also described as a woman who has a fear of taking a decision to undergo her
life.

When Pilar meets her childhood friend and then travel with him,
her childhood friend tells that all this time, he loves Pilar. Pilar actually has
the same feelings to her childhood friend, but Pilar is afraid to reveal it
because she fears a risk faced. Pilar is afraid that her childhood friend would
leave her again like before he left her. Therefore, Pilar conceals her feelings

and thinks that what her childhood friend feeling is not her concern.

Don’t feel guilty, I was saying to myself. If he’s in love, that’s his
problem. I knew that he was hoping we’d get back to our
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conversation at the cafe. But | was afraid of hearing something |

didn’t want to hear. I won’t get into it, I won’t bring up the subject.

(Coelho 36)

Furthermore, Pilar fear is also shown by the opposition that occurs
in herself when Pilar does not to want to take risks. There is conflict between
Pilar’s mind and heart because a risk of sufferings will be faced if she also
says love to her childhood friend. Avoiding to take risks, Pilar tells herself
that she does not have to say or prove anything like she was looking for a
man or her own love but her heart refused it all.

Who do I have to prove anything to? I wasn’t looking for

anything—not for a man and certainly not for love.

I knew it, I said to myself. | knew he was going to turn my world

upside down. My brain warned me, but my heart didn’t want to

take its advice. (Coelho 41)

However, togetherness of Pilar with her childhood friend in some
days has changed characterization of Pilar in her life. Pilar learns many things
from her childhood friend through the environment and the life lived by her
childhood friend. Pilar makes herself a woman who is self- confident and her
courage replaces her fears.

Self- confidence of Pilar appears after understanding that life of
love that has been given to her by childhood friends is truth and Pilar
convinces herself that she could fight for what Pilar wants too. Pilar is
confident that she and her childhood friend would be able to achieve
happiness of a relationship in which they live as loving couples.

| began to imagine how | would like to be living right at that

moment. | wanted to be happy, curious, joyful—Iliving every

moment intensely, drinking the water of life thirstily. Believing
again in my dreams. Able to fight for what | wanted.
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Loving a man who loved me (Coelho 69)

Self- Confidence is also shown by Pilar when Pilar refuses to
accept an offer from a priest called as Padre to leave her childhood friend,
because Pilar convinces herself that she has found someone who would give
happiness to her and she does not want to lose it again.

“I have a right to be happy, Padre. I’ve recovered what was lost,

and I don’t want to lose it again. I’'m going to fight for my

happiness. If I give up the fight, I will also be renouncing my
spiritual life. As you said, | would be putting God aside, along with
my power and my strength as a woman. I’m going to fight for him,

Padre (Coelho125)

Besides that, Pilar’s courage begins appearing. Being afraid of
making a decision to receive love of her childhood friend in the beginning of
Pilar’s meeting with her childhood friend, Pilar turns out to take a risk of
making decision to say that she loves her friend after spending some days
with her childhood friend. loving her childhood friend, Pilar will experience
many conditions.

| also knew that from this moment on | was going to experience
heaven and hell, joy and pain, dreams and hopelessness; that |
would no longer be capable of containing the winds that blew from
the hidden corners of my soul. I knew that from this moment on
love would be my guide
(Coelho 71)
3.2. Pilar’s Existence in Her Love Story
In the first problem, it has explained about characterization of Pilar as

one of characters in the novel. Pilar has development character or dynamic

character. Pilar undergoes change of characterization after spending time with
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her childhood friend. Change of characterization describes the way of Pilar life
with her childhood friend indirectly. Finally, it shows Pilar’s existence.

Evan states that for Kierkegaard to talk about human existence is to
talk about inwardness (20). It is as shown in Pilar condition when she decides
to meet with her childhood friend, but the meeting has brought Pilar on journey
with her childhood friend and love relationship occurs between them. A love
affair makes battle inside Pilar’s mind when Pilar tries to understand the love
affair. Pilar undergoes a transformation of life when she dares to take any
decision on her love story with her childhood friend. Pilar’s decisions show her
existence

Existence of Pilar through her love story can be described by
Kierkegaard’s concept that there are several levels that humans must face in
creating existence where the individual moves from one stage to the next in
search of self-fulfillment (Michelman 202). They are aesthetic, ethnic and

religious.

3.2.1.  Aesthetic stage

In this stage, life as aesthetic person appears in Pilar’s life in the novel
initially. Pilar is described as a woman who sacrifices her life in Zaragoza as a
student of university because of her desire to meet with her childhood friend.
Pilar feels bored with her life and she wants to find new experience to her life
by recalling her memories with her childhood friend. Besides that, Pilar tries
ignore anything which disturbs the happiness in her life at the time. She refuses

her feeling of love to her childhood friend.
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Pilar’s life is just a usual woman in completing her education and
spends part of her time working as a salesgirl to pay for their education at the
university located in the city of Zaragoza. However, Pilar's life begins to
change when she often gets a letter from her childhood friend. It makes Pilar
curious about her childhood friend life from different place and talks about
God. Until one time, when Pilar receives a letter from her childhood friend
again, Pilar knows that her childhood friend will deliver a lecture in a place in
Madrid. Pilar finally decides to leave her home in Zaragoza to meet her
childhood friend, Pilar misses her childhood friend with their memories when
they are together.

One day | learned that he had begun to give lectures. This surprised

me; | thought he was too young to be able to teach anything to

anyone. And then he wrote to me that he was going to speak to a small
group in Madrid.

So | made the four-hour trip from Zaragoza to Madrid. | wanted to see

him again; | wanted to hear his voice. | wanted to sit with him in a

café and remember the old days, when we had thought the world was

far too large for anyone ever to know it truly. (Coelho 4)

It is clear that Pilar’s desire meets with her childhood friend is a desire
that has been expected by herself because during this time, Pilar only knows
the news about her childhood friend's life through letters sent to her. Although
Pilar has to take four hours trip from Zaragoza to Madrid, yet, Pilar feels
satisfied to meet her childhood friend and the meeting can memorize their
childhood time in their village.

Pilar finally reaches the city of Madrid and by the letter sent by her

childhood friends, Pilar knows that her childhood friend is going to deliver a

lecture for a small group of people. But when Pilar comes, Pilar is surprised to
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many people attending his lecture. Instead, Pilar is surprised and fascinated to
see her childhood friend quite different in performance when entering the
room.

The Place where the conference was held was more formal than | had

imagined it, and there were more people there than | had expected.

| was even more surprised when | saw him enter the room. He was

quite different from the boy | had known—Dbut of course, it had been

twelve years; people change. Tonight his eyes were shining—he

looked wonderful. (Coelho 5)

At the place, Pilar’s strong desire to see her childhood friend face to
face seems when Pilar merely beholds him without listening to what he speaks
in front of the audiences. Accordingly, Pilar is frightened by her desire to see
her childhood friend which is shown by Pilar question to herself of her own
appearance as a woman to see him after twelve years in separation.

When he started to speak, I couldn’t concentrate. I was sure he had

spotted me in the audience, and | was trying to guess what he was

thinking. How did | look to him? How different was the woman of

twenty-nine from the girl of seventeen? (Coelho 6)

When her childhood friend finishes delivering lecture. Her childhood
friend comes to meet with Pilar. In Pilar’s mind, Pilar wants to say many things
to her childhood friend, but she cannot say a word when her childhood friend
stands in front of her. Suddenly, her childhood friend tells that he invites Pilar
to accompany him on the way to deliver a lecture in another city. Pilar initially
refuses it, but looking at her childhood friend again, Pilar directly changes her
mind to accept the invitation.

“T really need to talk to you. Tomorrow | have a lecture in Bilbao. |

have a car. Come with me.”

“I have to get back to Zaragoza,” I answered, not realizing that this
was my last chance.
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Then I surprised myself—perhaps because in seeing him, | had
become a child again...or perhaps because we are not the ones who
write the best moments of our lives. I said, “But they’re about to
celebrate the holiday of the Immaculate Conception in Bilbao. | can

go there with you. (Coelho 10)

Pilar decides to join her childhood friend’s journey to another speech
because it is a good opportunity to spend many time with her childhood friend
and to be able to satisfy Pilar’s desire by recalling their memories when they
are on the way. The decision is like Pilar’s desire to leave everything from
Zaragoza to meet her childhood friend. Pilar’s attitude is part of the act of
someone who is at aesthetic stage because of desire that exists in Pilar, so she
possibly takes action to give satisfaction to herself. Evan states that an aesthete
is a person who takes himself as a given and tries to satisfy as many desires as
possible (Evan 71).

Finally, after a long journey, Pilar and her childhood friend arrive in
the city of Bilbao and they are looking for a hotel to put their stuff after that
Pilar and her childhood friend sit in a café waiting for the lecture. her
childhood friend begins a conversation and he says that there is something he
wants to show to Pilar. A medal belongs to Pilar and it which has been lost. A
memory of the past between Pilar and her childhood friend re-emerged from
the medal when Pilar’s childhood friend started to say something to Pilar at the
time but because the medal was lost, her childhood friend did not state it until
the medal was found. Finally, her childhood friend tells Pilar that he loves

Pilar.

“I want to give you something,” he said, handing me a small red
pouch.
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| opened it and found inside an old rusty medal, with Our Lady

of Grace on one side and the Sacred Heart of Jesus on the other.

“I was going to tell you something, something I had rehearsed for
weeks. But as soon as | began, you told me that you had lost your
medal at the hermitage of San Saturio, and you asked me to see if |
could find it there.”

| remembered. Oh, God, | remembered!

“I did find it. But when I returned to the plaza, I no longer had

the courage to say what | had rehearsed. So | promised myself that

I would return the medal to you only when | was able to complete
the sentence that I’d begun that day almost twenty years ago. For a
long time, I’ve tried to forget it, but it’s always there. I can’t live with
it any longer.”

He put down his coffee, lit a cigarette, and looked at the ceiling

for a long time. Then he turned to me. “It’s a very simple sentence,”
he said. “I love you. (Coelho 22-23)

The statement turned out to give a major impact on the life of Pilar.
When her desire has been fulfilled to meet with her childhood friend and can
return to recall their time together in the village, Pilar knows that up till now,
her childhood friend loves her. Pilar feels that she is getting closer to her
childhood friend. The expression of her childhood friend feeling gives a life to
Pilar because it becomes something different in the way of Pilar’s life before.
Pilar feels bored with her life as a student of university in Zaragoza because
she only spends her times with books and it does not give something pleasant
for herself.

I was there because suddenly life had presented me with Life. | felt no

guilt, no fear, no embarrassment. As | listened to what he was

saying—and felt myself growing closer to him—I was more and more

convinced that he was right: there are moments when you have to take

a risk, to do crazy things.

| spend day after day with my texts and notebooks, making this

superhuman effort just to purchase my own servitude, | thought. Why

do | want that job? What does it offer me as a human being, as a
woman?
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Nothing! | wasn’t born to spend my life behind a desk, helping judges

dispose of their cases.

(Coelho 25)

Initially, Pilar feels that the feeling expression gives happiness for
herself to spend time with her childhood friend but the feeling expression
becomes fear for herself. When Pilar and friends of Her childhood friend are
gathering in a cafe, Pilar tries to talk again about his declaration of love.
Suddenly, her childhood friend refuses to talk about it there. Pilar feels that her
presence with the memory of the past is not going to bring love in the life of
her childhood friend.

He had said that he loved me. We hadn’t had time to talk about it, but

I knew I could convince him that it wasn’t true. “If you want me to

take the trip with you, you have to listen to me,” I said.

“I don’t want to talk about it here. We’re having a good time.”

“You left Soria when you were very young,” I went on. “I’m only

a link to your past. I’ve reminded you of your roots, and that’s what

makes you think as you do. But that’s all it is. There can’t be any love

involved. (Coelho 27-28)

Attitude conducted by her childhood friend finally makes Pilar afraid
to trust the feeling of love. Pilar convinces herself that what she feels of her
childhood friend is not same as that what her childhood friend feel of her.
Therefore, she makes sure that she does not fall in love with her childhood
friend.

I was sure | could never fall in love with someone like him. | knew him
too well, all his weaknesses and fears. | just couldn’t admire him as the
others seemed to (Coelho 31)

When Pilar and her childhood friend are back to continue traveling to

another city, her childhood friend wants to try to talk issue of love by asking

about medal having been given to Pilar. Pilar immediately responds it by

digilib.uinsby.ac.id digilib.uinsby.ac.id digilib.uinsby.ac.id digilib.uinsby.ac.id digilib.uinsby.ac.id digilib.uinsby.ac.id digilib.uinsby.ac.id



MUGRIB |36

saying some words. Pilar does not want to discuss it further because she fears
of her happiness.
“Where are we going now?” I asked. “Nowhere. Let’s just enjoy the
morning, the sun, and the countryside. We have a long trip ahead of
us.” He hesitated for a moment and then asked, “Do you still have the
medal?”
“Sure, I’ve kept it,” I said, and began to walk faster. I didn’t want to
talk about the medal—I didn’t want to talk about anything that might
ruin the happiness and freedom of our morning together (Coelho 35)
Besides that, Pilar does not want to believe the feeling of her childhood
friends because Pilar does not want to sacrifice life that is undergone again.
Pilar has sacrificed many things that has been obvious in her life when she is in
Zaragoza. Pilar leaves all to get peaceful soul when meeting her childhood
friend so she does not want to sacrifice it again by receiving and trusting
feeling of her childhood friend.
I’ve paid a considerable price for the little [ have gained. I’ve been
forced to deny myself many things I’ve wanted, to abandon so many
roads that were open to me. I’ve sacrificed my dreams in the name of a
larger dream—a peaceful soul. I didn’t want to give up that peace.
(Coelho 41)
Pilar attitudes undertakes to avoid anything that can damage her
happiness and her actions achieve whatever she wants is part of the aesthetic
stage. Evan said that Kierkegaard puts emphasis "pleasure” on desire itself.

What the aesthete wants is simply to have what he or she wants, whatever that

might be (71).
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3.2.2.  Ethic Stage

Pilar’s life as an aesthetic person initially moves to become as an ethic
person. After spending time to make journey some days and learning many
things about life and struggle that has been done by her childhood friend, Pilar
begins to understand feeling of love. Pilar changes her mind about love which
is declared by her childhood friend and finally Pilar makes a decision to choose
a life what she wants to undergo with her childhood friend.

After making a long journey together again, Pilar and her childhood
friend arrive a village called Saint-Savin, one of villages in France and Pilar is
very excited. There is a reason why her childhood friend brings Pilar to the
place because he wants to show a house to Pilar. Besides that, the place also
brings life enlightenment of her childhood friend that he needs Pilar in his life.

“We’re in Saint-Savin,” he explained.

The name meant nothing to me. But we were in France, and that in

itself thrilled me.

“Why this place?” I asked. “Because the house I want you to see is
here,” he answered, laughing. “

“When I first came here, I thought I was lost. But I wasn’t—actually, |

was just rediscovering it.”

“You talk in riddles sometimes,” I said.

“This 1s where I realized how much I needed you in my life.” (Coelho

46)

Pilar tries to ignore it because she does not want to face a risk for her
happiness but Pilar begins to think about her actions to her childhood friend.
Pilar realizes that her action still seems like a child and it also is like Pilar’s
friends in understanding love that it is something impossible to trust love in

life. Pilar feels that she is going to miss the good things from her childhood

friend because of her action.
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| was tired of playing the child and acting the way many of my friends

did—the ones who are afraid that love is impossible without even

knowing what love is. If | stayed like that, | would miss out on

everything good that these few days with him might offer. (Coelho 46)

Pilar herself is brave to talk again about her feeling of love which is
declared by her childhood friend. Pilar has thought it since her childhood friend
said to her. Pilar fears to face a risk when she decides to make a love affair if
someone loving her leaves her finally. Therefore, Pilar only wants to love
someone who always stays besides her and someone who can give a peace to
her life.

I took a deep breath. We couldn’t avoid the subject any longer. “We

have to talk about love,” I said. “You know how I’ve been these last

few days. If it had been up to me, the subject would never have come
up. But ever since you brought it up, [ haven’t been able to stop
thinking about it.

“It’s risky, falling in love.”

“I know that,” I answered.

we should love only those who can stay near us,” I said.

I wished | were there with someone who could bring peace to my

heart—someone with whom I could spend a little time without being

afraid that I would lose him the next day. (Coelho 54-55)

Everything becomes different after Pilar has courage to say what she
wants on the night. Although Pilar and her childhood friend do not talk again
about love, Pilar begins to feel pleasant when she is close by him when her
childhood friend uses his hand to stroke Pilar’s hair without saying anything.
The situation makes Pilar want to recognize more about his life after separating
for some years. He does not want to tell about his life more deeply, but Pilar

knows that life of her childhood friend is someone who is still firm to faith in

God as The Virgin.
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He reached out and stroked my hair without saying anything. |
absorbed his touch without trying to pull away. “Tell me about your
life since I last saw you,” I asked. “There are no great mysteries to
tell. My path is always there, and | do everything I can to follow it in a
dignified way.

“What is your path?

He didn’t respond. Perhaps he was still deep in the ocean of silence,
but the wine had loosened my tongue again, and | had to speak.
“You said that something here in this city altered your course.”
“Yes, I think it did. I’m still not absolutely sure, and that’s why I
wanted to bring you here.” “Is this some kind of test?” “No. It’s a
surrender. So that She will help me to make the right decision.”
“Who will?” “The Virgin.” (Coelho 57)

Even though Pilar only knows the life of her childhood friend little on
the night but Pilar gets knowledge about spiritual life by life and faith of her
childhood friend. When Pilar wants to sleep at the night, Pilar contemplates
the conversation with her childhood friend and she decides to try something. It
makes Pilar want to create a life with someone loving her and she loves him.

Before I fell asleep, I decided I would do what he called the “exercise

of the Other.” I am here in this room, I thought, far from everything

familiar to me, talking about things that have never interested me and
sleeping in a city where I’ve never set foot before. I can pretend—at
least for a few minutes—that 1 am different.

| began to imagine how | would like to be living right at that moment.

| wanted to be happy, curious, joyful—living every moment intensely,

drinking the water of life thirstily. Believing again in my dreams. Able
to fight for what | wanted.

Loving a man who loved me. (Coelho 68-69)

In the morning, Pilar with her childhood friend spends time to walk
together while enjoying atmosphere of the village. Then they stop in a building
which is a church at the village. Pilar enters in the church to follow her
childhood friend. There, her childhood friend begins to tell many things about

Jesus and The Virgin and it is something amazing for Pilar because of the

spiritual knowledge of her childhood friend broadly. When Pilar wants to know
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about it, her childhood friend tells about his life again that for 4 years, he has
learned many things about spiritual life in a monastery.

| entered a monastery close to here. For four years, | studied

everything | could. During that time, I made contact with the

Clarifieds and the Charismatics, the sects that have been trying to

open doors that have been closed for so long to certain spiritual

experiences. | discovered that God was not the ogre that had

frightened me as a child. (Coelho 81)

When knowing about life in a monastery, Pilar feels worried about her
journey with her childhood friend and her decision to make an affair if he is
still in the place. In the church, Pilar tries to understand it while seeing her
childhood friend playing a piano and singing a religious song. After finishing
it, he comes closer to Pilar. Pilar does not say anything but she only gives her
hand to him-and then her childhood friend gives an embrace to Pilar. At the
time Pilar feels that she does not want to ask anything and she thinks that her
journey with her childhood is something meaningful.

He looked at me, and | at him. My hand reached out for his and found

it. Now it was his heart that was beating faster-—I could almost hear it

in the silence. But my soul was serene, and my heart at peace.

I held his hand, and he embraced me. We stood there at the feet of the

Virgin for I don’t know how long. Time had stopped I didn’t want to

ask for anything. That afternoon in the church had made the entire

journey worthwhile. (Coelho 87)

When night almost comes, Pilar and her childhood friend go back
home that they rent in the village. After eating with the owner of the home,
Pilar and her childhood friend ask permission to go out and go back home late
night. Her childhood friend will attend a meeting and Pilar accompanies him.

As Pilar is in the car, Pilar still thinks about the monastery, so she asks back of

his life in monastery to her childhood friend. Her childhood friend says that
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although he tries to forget Pilar by entering in the monastery, he cannot forget
Pilar because he still loves Pilar. When he gets a job to sell a house which is
given to the monastery, her childhood friend finds that the content in the house
describes life which her childhood friend wants. He cannot forget the house
from that day. After two weeks, he takes a decision to explain his feeling to his
superior and the superior gives a chance to find my own fate by loving
someone.

“From that day on, I couldn’t forget that house. Every time I went to
the chapel to pray, I realized that my renunciation had not been total. |
imagined myself there with you, looking out at the snow on the
mountain tops, a fire blazing in the hearth. I pictured our children
running around the house and playing in the fields around Saint
Savin.”

“For the past two weeks, I haven’t been able to stand the sadness

in my soul. | told him about my love for you and what had begun
when we were taking the inventory.

“So my superior said, ‘There are many ways to serve our Lord. If you
feel that’s your destiny, go in search of it. Only a man who is happy
can create happiness in others. (Coelho 92)

Pilar feels happy when knowing it and she trusts what her childhood
friend says even though Pilar never sees the house. At the time, her childhood
friend shows a key of the house which will be sold and he gives the key to
Pilar. Pilar is sure that her childhood friend does love Pilar and Pilar feels sure
to make a life with her childhood friend.

He pulled something from his pocket and handed it to me. It was a

key. “The superior loaned me the key to the house. He said that he

would hold off for a while on selling the possessions.

| looked at the key in my hand and smiled. In my heart, bells were

ringing, and the heavens had opened to me. He could serve God in a

different way—by my side. Because | was going to fight for that to
happen. | put the key in my bag (Coelho 93)
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Pilar does not ask her feeling to her childhood friend after getting the
key of house. During the journey to the meeting place, Pilar begins to imagine
a life with her childhood friend. Pilar wants to stay in the house and she wants
to make a happy life having sons and daughters with her childhood friend.

Right now, | preferred to think about the house, which | could picture

perfectly—its books, its records, its view, its furniture.

Somewhere in the world, a home awaited us. A place where we could

care for daughters or sons who would come home from school, fill the

house with joy, and never pick up after themselves. (Coelho 95)

After knowing a life undergone by her childhood friend and realising
his struggle, Pilar initially is described as aesthetic person by her action to meet
her childhood friend without thinking moral standard because her decision only
satisfies at the moment. Pilar begins to take a decision by moral standard that
describes as an ethic person. Obinyan states that the individual in this existence
sphere makes choices in his/her life and moral choices which human decides in
ethical stage (5). Pilar chooses to make a life as a family with her childhood
friend.

Pilar and her childhood friend arrive at a church called as cathedral
which the meeting will be performed. There are many people to come to the
place. When the bell of cathedral shows time in midnight, all people come
together in a place. They want to celebrate Happy Day of the Immaculate
Conception. Pilar actually wants to leave the place and she stays together with

him because Pilar wants to talk about love affair with him.

| wanted to be alone with him, far from this place, holding his hand
and telling him how | felt. We needed to talk more about the house,
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about our plans, about love. | wanted to reassure him, to make clear

how strong my feelings were, and to let him know that his dream

could come true—because | would be at his side, helping him.

(Coelho 97)

However, Pilar does not want to do it because the meeting to celebrate
Happy Day of the Immaculate Conception by her childhood friend is part of his
life. Pilar will not ruin his life but Pilar tries to participate in part of his life.

“You’re shivering from the cold. You don’t have to take part in this,”

he said.

“Are you going to stay?” “Yes. This is my life.”

“Then I’'m going to participate,” I answered, even though I would

have preferred to be far from there (Coelho 98)

Pilar sees directly a life undergone by her childhood friend. he has a
life with strong faith in The Virgin. Pilar tries to follow all actions which are
done by people in the place because they are something new for Pilar. When
the meeting will be over, all people get a chance to make request and Pilar
makes it with her childhood friend. After the meeting, Pilar does not feel
worried about a risk of love affair but Pilar has been ready to face all risk about
her love.

For years, | had fought against my heart, because | was afraid of

sadness, suffering, and abandonment. But now | knew that true love

was above all that and that it would be better to die than to fail to love.

| had thought that only others had the courage to love. But now I

discovered that | too was capable of loving. Even if loving meant

leaving, or solitude, or sorrow, love was worth every penny of its

price. (Coelho 104)

A decision taken by Pilar to make love affair and create a family with
her childhood friend is the way of person in ethic stage. Pilar is ready to face

anything of risk by her decision about love affair and has responsibility to

create a family. By her experience, Pilar wants to create a life based
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commitment for his life with her childhood friend. Kaufman states in the
ethical stage, individuals get the past as a life experience and understand the
future as expectations are based commitments of his life (263). Pilar has made
commitment in her life to struggle with her love and make a marriage with her
childhood friend.

3.2.3. Religious stage

Pilar’s journey with her childhood friend finally takes Pilar’s life at
religious stage. Pilar decides to live with her childhood friend because Pilar
wants to create a family in a marriage and she wants stay with her childhood
friend in house like other humans, but she must face difficult choice. When a
priest of church who is supervisor of her childhood friend comes in her life,
Pilar knows the truth about her childhood friend life as candidate of a priest
with his power to heal people that need help which makes Pilar fear to live
with her childhood friend. However, love has been present in Pilar’s life after
spending some days with him and being aware little of spiritual life, Pilar
begins to feel the presence of God in her life through her love to her childhood
friend. finally, Pilar decision to keep loving her childhood is based on her faith
in God.

When Pilar is awake from her sleep in the morning, Pilar finds that
her childhood friend who stays in the same room with her is gone. Pilar feels
fear if her childhood friend leaves without saying anything when she is
sleeping. But Pilar’s fear is gone when Pilar gets a message from her childhood

friend on the table. Her childhood friend goes to seminary and asks to prepare
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everything because they will go to Spain tonight. At the time, Pilar believes
that her love grows in every journey with her childhood friend and Pilar feels
that love belongs to her who has changed her life to become someone, soon or
later, finds God in her life.

Then I saw his note:

I've gone to the seminary. Pack up your things, because we 're going
back to Spain tonight. I'll be back by late afternoon. I love you.

I clutched the note to my breast, feeling miserable and relieved at
the same time. | noticed that the Other had retreated.

I loved him. With every minute that passed, my love was growing
and transforming me. | once again had faith in the future, and little
by little, I was recovering my faith in God. All because of love.
(Coelho 111)

After she gets message from her childhood friend and Pilar prepare
everything to make a journey to Spain with her childhood friend that night,
Pilar plans to take a walk to wait for her childhood friend in the morning. As
she wants to leave house, the owner of house invites to have breakfast together.
they enjoy to tells about their life each other and suddenly Pilar feels
something in her pocket. Pilar considers that the key of house which is given
by her childhood friend belongs to her. Pilar openly asks to the owner of house
about house which is given to Tarbes. The owner shows the house and Pilar
directly decides to visit the house.

| felt something in the pocket of my bag pressing at me. When |

realized what it was, my heart went cold. I quickly finished my

coffee. The key. I had the key.

“There was a woman in this city who died and left everything to the

seminary at Tarbes,” I said. “Do you know where her house is?” The

woman opened the door and showed me. It was one of the medieval
houses on the plaza. The back of the house looked out over the
valley toward the mountains in the distance.

I soon stood in front of the house, not knowing what to do. The mist
was everywhere, and | felt as if | were in a gray dream where strange
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figures might appear and take me away to places even more peculiar.
| toyed nervously with the key. (Coelho:114)

In front of the house, Pilar stands and observes the house which is
covered by fogs. Pilar tries to collect her courage to enter the house. When she
wants to go into the house, unexpectedly, Pilar hears voice which calls her
name in the fog. The voice is louder to call her name and someone appears.
Pilar realises that he is a priest of church but Pilar is curious because the Priest
knows his name. He explains that he knows Pilar because He is superior of her
childhood friend. He comes to the place because he knows from the
Charismatic group and he wants to meet Pilar and her childhood friend.
Besides that, From the Priest, Pilar knows that her childhood friend is not in the
seminary.

“I came here because I wanted to see you two. A member of the

Charismatic group last night told me you were both staying in Saint

Savin. And it’s a small place.”

“He went to the seminary.”

The padre’s smile disappeared, and he shook his head. “Too bad,” he

said, as if speaking to himself. “You mean, too bad he went to the

seminary?” “No, he’s not there. I’ve just come from the seminary.”

(Coelho 117)

That day, the priest invites Pilar to meet directly her childhood friend
in one place of the villages. on the way to the place, Priest and Pilar meet a
woman. When she looks the priest, the woman runs to come the priest. The
woman wants to say thanks to the young man because the man has healed her

husband. Then the woman invites Priest and Pilar to meet her husband. Pilar

recollects the situation when someone says that she is together with someone
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amazing and Pilar thinks that someone having power to heal is probably her
childhood friend.

The woman carrying the hay saw the priest and came running in our

direction. “Padre, thank you!” she said, kissing his hands. “The

young man cured my husband!” “It was the Virgin who cured your
husband,” he said. “The lad is only an instrument.” “It was he. Come
in, please.” “It was he. Come in, please.”

| recalled the previous night. When we arrived at the cathedral, a

man had told me I was with a man who performed miracles. (Coelho

121)

After encountering the woman and her husband who is healed by her
childhood friend, Pilar knows the truth about life of her childhood friend. Pilar
considers that she has made a wrong decision to fall in love with him. Her
presence in life of her childhood friend has changed his responsibility as a man
having a power to heal and giving a hope to people in need.

I was in love with a man who was capable of performing cures. A

man who could help others, bring relief to suffering, give health to

the sick and hope to their loved ones. Was I distracting him from his
mission just because it was at odds with my image of a house with

white curtains, cherished records, and favourite books (Coelho 124)

Pilar and the priest leave the woman and her husband to find Pilar’s
childhood friend. On the way, Pilar tells the priest what she knows about her
childhood friend life. During this time, Pilar thinks her childhood friend is
someone that has no decision to choose about religion and marriage in his life.
Then the priest explains again to Pilar that the life of her childhood friend is
different from others. He has power to be able to speak with Lady. Spiritual life

needs someone like him because his attendance in spiritual life of human is

important as a leader with his thoughts to make spiritual transformation.
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“He is a revolutionary,” he continued, sounding humble. “He has
the power, and he converses with Our Lady. If he is able to
concentrate his forces well, he can be one of the leaders in the
spiritual transformation of the human race. This is a critical point in
the history of the world (Coelho 134)

When Pilar and the priest are at the place of her childhood friend,
Pilar sees that her childhood friend is praying. Pilar feels something different
with him when her childhood friend at prayer. Pilar looks at him with big
spiritual power. When the priest tries to come to her childhood friend, Pilar
feels fear so she asks to the priest not to disturb him. However, Padre keeps
trying to meet him, yet the situation makes Pilar anxious so she decides to
leave the place because she does not want to disturb his ritual.

His head was bowed and his hands joined in prayer. I don’t know if |

was influenced by the ritual | had attended the night before or by the

woman who had been gathering hay, but | felt that I was looking at
someone with an incredible spiritual force.

I'was feeling more and more anxious. “Let’s not disturb him,” I said.

“Let him finish his contemplation.” “He shouldn’t be here. He
should be with you.
| turned away and began to walk down the same path we had just
come up. The Padre followed me (Coelho 138)

Pilar leaves her childhood friend who is praying at the place and the
priest follows her. After talking with the priest about her feeling to her
childhood friend. Pilar leaves the priest and spends the time to keep waiting for
her childhood friend although she already knows the truth about him. Pilar
spends to walk on the valley and visit a village around Saint-Savin. Then Pilar

goes into the church of the village. As Pilar sees a crucifix in the church,

suddenly Pilar begins to speak. Pilar feels something mastering herself and at
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the time Pilar begins to pray about her love to her childhood friend. Pilar does
not want to leave him and she helps him to become an instrument to serve God.

At the church in the village, I lit a candle. | closed my eyes and

repeated the invocations | had learned the previous night. Then,

concentrating on a crucifix that hung behind the altar, | began to
speak in tongues. Bit by bit, the gift took over. It was easier than |
had thought.

I closed my eyes and prayed.

Our Lady, give me back my faith. May | also serve as an instrument

of your work. Give me the opportunity to learn through my love,

because love has never kept anyone away from their dreams. May |
be a companion and ally of the man I love. May we accomplish

everything we have to accomplish—together. (Coelho 141)

When Pilar makes a request to God about her love affair with her
childhood friend, Pilar has a belief that only God can help her to face every
decision which has been made. The situation describes Pilar as someone who
moves in religious stages because Pilar makes her life based on faith in God
having strengths and abilities. Miles states living by faith means putting one’s
trust absolutely in God, not in one’s own strengths and abilities (41).

At night, Pilar and her childhood friend make a journey to go back to
Spain, but because the day is late, Pilar and her childhood friend decide to stop
in a small village. They choose to stay in the village and continue the journey
in the morning. At night, Pilar senses something coming in herself after she
makes a pray in the church in the afternoon. Pilar has gotten her faith in God
and Pilar assures that her decision to stay with her childhood friend is not
something wrong. She will struggle with her childhood friend to spread

knowledge about Great mother to create new world.

But | would never go through that, I promised myself. | would never
lose him. He would always be with me—because | had heard the
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tongues of the Holy Spirit as | looked at a crucifix behind an altar,
and they had said that | would not be committing a sin.

| would be his companion, and together we would take a world that
was going to be created anew. We would talk about the Great
Mother. That’s what the tongues had said to me—and because | had
recovered my faith, | knew they were telling the truth. (Coelho 150)

In the morning, Pilar and her childhood friend wants to continue her
journey to go back Spain, but her childhood friend wants to go another place
before going there. Pilar is thinking the place to be able to go there. When Pilar
hears ring of church bells, Pilar remembers one place and suggests to go to the
place. Pilar invites her childhood friend to see the monastery of Piedra again.

I went to the window, opened the curtains, and looked down on the

narrow street. The balconies of the houses were draped with drying

laundry. The church bells were ringing. “I’ve got an idea,” I said.

“Let’s go to a place we shared as children. I’ve never been back

there.”

“Where?”

“The monastery at Piedra. (Coelho 152)

Pilar and her childhood friend arrive at the place in the afternoon.
They spend time to walk in areas of the monastery and recall the time when
they are still children and play in the monastery. At the place, Pilar is very
happy and thanks to God because God has met herself with someone loving her
and can make journey together with him. Pilar also realizes that because of
love to her childhood friend, she has a chance to serve God with her childhood

friend.

God was good and had given me back my lost enthusiasm, directing
me toward the adventures | had always dreamed about. And toward
the man who—without my knowing it—had waited for me all my
life. | felt no remorse over the fact that he was leaving the
seminary—there were many ways to serve God, as the padre had
said, and our love only multiplied the number of them. Starting now,
I would also have the chance to serve and help—all because of him.
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We would go out into the world, bringing comfort to others and to

each other. (Coelho 161)

Pilar sees the presence of God in his life when she takes her
childhood friend to the past place. New life is coming in Pilar’s life and she
feels that Pilar gets love and affection of God when she is there. Her belief and
desire to be someone who obeys command of God makes Pilar release all
dream to make a life with her childhood friend in the house. But, Pilar only
wants to keep staying with her childhood friend. Pilar wants to be a person of
her childhood friend life as person obeying God because Pilar has gotten her
faith from her childhood friend.

“I don’t care about that house! I didn’t even want to go in!” I said,

trying not to shout. “I want to go with you, to be with you in your

struggle. 1 want to be one of those who does something for

the first time. Don’t you understand? You’ve given me back my

faith!” (Coelho 166)

Finally, love story of Pilar with her childhood friend becomes Pilar as
someone in peak of existence that is religious stage. Fadhillah states that at
religious stage humans choose “faith” as a basis for making the decision to act
(51). Pilar understand only faith in God who can make herself with her
childhood friend. her love feeling to him is as the way of Pilar to get her faith
in God and understand the power and help of God. Therefore, Pilar decides to

spend her time as an instrument to serve God through her love to her childhood

friend.
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