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ABSTRAK 

 

Salsabila, Isyatul Ula. (2026). Strategi Dakwah Mbah Alun di Desa Balun, 

Lamongan (1639–1654 M): Tinjauan Sejarah Berdasarkan Tradisi Lisan. 

Program Studi Sejarah Peradaban Islam, Fakultas Adab dan Humaniora, UIN 

Sunan Ampel Surabaya. Pembimbing: (I) Nuriyadin, M.Fil.I. (II) Dwi 

Susanto, S.Hum., M.A. 

Penelitian ini mengkaji strategi dakwah Mbah Alun di Desa Balun, Kecamatan 

Turi, Kabupaten Lamongan pada periode 1639–1654 M dengan menempatkan 

tradisi lisan sebagai sumber primer. Tiga permasalahan yang dirumuskan adalah: 

(1) Bagaimana konteks sosial, politik, dan keagamaan Desa Balun pada masa 

kehidupan Mbah Alun (1639–1654 M)?; (2) Bagaimana bentuk dan strategi dakwah 

yang dilakukan oleh Mbah Alun dalam proses penyebaran Islam di Desa Balun?; 

(3) Bagaimana tradisi lisan masyarakat Balun merepresentasikan dan melestarikan 

memori sejarah dakwah Mbah Alun hingga masa kini? 

Penelitian ini menggunakan metode penelitian sejarah yang mencakup empat 

tahapan: heuristik, verifikasi, interpretasi, dan historiografi. Pendekatan yang 

digunakan adalah pendekatan historis. Kerangka teoritik yang digunakan adalah 

teori peran Ralph Linton dalam The Study of Man dan teori tradisi lisan Jan Vansina 

dalam Oral Tradition as History. Sumber primer diperoleh melalui wawancara 

dengan sepuluh narasumber yang terdiri dari juru kunci makam, kepala desa, 

mantan kepala desa, perangkat desa, tokoh agama Islam, Hindu, dan Kristen, serta 

warga asli Desa Balun. 

Hasil penelitian, disimpulkan; (1) Desa Candipari sebagai cikal bakal Desa 

Balun merupakan kawasan Bonorowo (daerah yang memiliki rawa-rawa) belum 

memiliki tokoh lokal sebelum kedatangan Mbah Alun, dengan masyarakat yang 

menganut kepercayaan animisme-dinamisme atau kejawen murni, serta berada 

dalam jaringan dakwah Giri Kedaton melalui Kadipaten Lamongan. (2) 

berdasarkan tradisi lisan yang dianalisis melalui teori Linton dan Vansina, Mbah 

Alun menjalankan dakwahnya melalui empat strategi: pendekatan personal dengan 

membangun kepercayaan melalui kemampuan pengobatan; dakwah kultural; 

dakwah bil-hal; dan penyembunyian identitas kerajaan sebagai strategi bertahan 

sekaligus membangun kesetaraan sosial. (3) tradisi lisan mengenai Mbah Alun 

terbagi dalam empat bentuk narasi yaitu; legenda asal-usul, kisah karomah, narasi 

silsilah, dan narasi nilai yang meski terdapat variasi versi, seluruhnya konsisten 

menempatkan Mbah Alun sebagai tokoh peletak dasar nilai toleransi dan 

kebersamaan di Desa Balun. Pelestarian memori tersebut berlangsung melalui 

ziarah makam, tradisi tudun, nyadran, sedekah bumi, penceritaan dalam lingkungan 

keluarga, pengelolaan makam oleh pemerintah desa, dokumentasi tertulis, dan 

pemanfaatan media digital. 

Kata Kunci: Strategi Dakwah, Mbah Alun, Tradisi Lisan. 
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ABSTRACT 

 

Salsabila, Isyatul Ula. (2026). Mbah Alun's Dakwah Strategy in Balun Village 

(1639–1654 AD): A Historical Review Based on Oral Tradition. Department 

of Islamic History and Civilization, Faculty of Adab and Humanities, UIN 

Sunan Ampel Surabaya. Advisors: (I) Nuriyadin, M.Fil.I. (II) Dwi Susanto, 

S.Hum., M.A. 

This study examines Mbah Alun's dakwah strategy in Balun Village, Turi 

District, Lamongan Regency during the period of 1639–1654 AD, positioning oral 

tradition as its primary source. Three research questions are addressed: (1) What 

was the social, political, and religious context of Balun Village during Mbah Alun's 

lifetime (1639–1654 AD)?; (2) What were the forms and strategies of dakwah 

employed by Mbah Alun in the process of spreading Islam in Balun Village?; (3) 

How does the oral tradition of the Balun community represent and preserve the 

historical memory of Mbah Alun's dakwah to the present day? 

This study employs the historical research method comprising four stages: 

heuristics, verification, interpretation, and historiography. The approach applied is 

the historical approach. The theoretical framework draws on Ralph Linton's role 

theory from The Study of Man and Jan Vansina's oral tradition theory from Oral 

Tradition as History. Primary sources were gathered through interviews with ten 

informants, consisting of the tomb caretaker, the village head, a former village head, 

village officials, Islamic, Hindu, and Christian religious figures, and native 

residents of Balun Village. 

The study concludes: (1) Candipari Village, the predecessor of present-day 

Balun Village, was a Bonorowo area (a swampy region) that had no prominent local 

leader prior to Mbah Alun's arrival. Its inhabitants adhered to animistic-dynamistic 

beliefs or indigenous Javanese spirituality (Kejawen), and the area was connected 

to the Islamic propagation network of Giri Kedaton through the Lamongan Duchy. 

(2) Based on oral traditions analyzed through the theories of Linton and Vansina, 

Mbah Alun implemented four da'wah strategies: a personal approach by building 

trust through healing abilities; cultural da'wah; da'wah bil-hal (preaching through 

concrete actions and exemplary conduct); and the concealment of his royal identity 

as a strategy for survival while fostering social equality. (3) Oral traditions 

concerning Mbah Alun are categorized into four narrative forms: origin legends, 

stories of karamah (spiritual miracles), genealogical narratives, and value-based 

narratives. Although variations exist among different versions, all consistently 

portray Mbah Alun as the founding figure who established the values of tolerance 

and communal harmony in Balun Village. The preservation of this historical 

memory continues through tomb pilgrimages, the tudun tradition, nyadran, sedekah 

bumi, storytelling within families, tomb management by the village government, 

written documentation, and the utilization of digital media. 

Keywords: Dakwah Strategy, Mbah Alun, Oral Tradition. 
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