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ABSTRACT

Zahroh, Aminatuz. 2014. The Struggle of Slave Woman to get Freedom in
Linda’s Incident In The Life Of A Slave Girl. Thesis. English
Department, Faculty of Letters and Humanities, The State
Islamic University of Sunan Ampel Surabaya.

The Advisor : Itsna Syahadatud Dinurriyah, MA.

In this study, the researcher analyzes the main character especially woman
character in Harriet Jacob’s novel Incident in the life of a slave girl. This analysis is
viewed from the feminist point of view. The struggle and oppression of slave woman
becomes an issue in the analysis. In this analysis, the researcher presents the problem
of the struggle of slave woman to get freedom. In accordance with the problems the
researcher uses feminist literary criticism as the theory in analyzing the novel. In this
analysis, the researcher tries to explore feminism idea focuses on radical feminist and
existentialist to show in the novel. This idea is portrayed by the woman character,
which is represented by Linda Brent. The researcher find that Linda Brent struggle in
oppression and freedom. In the oppression Linda’s has get some suffering,
discrimination, physically and portrays pain. In the freedom of Linda’s there are some
meanings of the freedom of her life. The struggle and oppression to get freedom in
Linda Brent become focus of analysis.

Key Words : feminism, freedom, struggle
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INTISARI

Zahroh, Aminatuz. 2014. The struggle of slave woman to get freedom in linda’s
incident in the life of a slave girl. Skripsi. Sastra Inggris,
Fakultas Sastra, Universitas Islam Negeri Sunan Ampel
Surabaya.

Dosen Pembimbing: Itsna Syahadatud Dinurriyah, MA.

Di dalam analisa ini, peneliti menganalisa peran utama terutama peran seorang
wanita di dalam novel Harriet Jacobs Incident in the life of a slave girl. Analisa ini
dapat di lihat dari sudut pandang feminism. Perjuangan dan penindasan dari seorang
budak wanita menjadi sebuah masalah dalam analisa. Di dalam analisa ini, peneliti
menyajikan sebuah masalah perjuangan seorang budak wanita untuk memperoleh
kebebasan. Sesuai dengan masalah peneliti yang mengunakan kritik sastra feminis
sebagai teori dalam menganalisa novel. Dalam analisa ini, untuk menunjukkan
gambaran dalam novel peneliti mencoba untuk mengeksplorasi mengunakan ide
feminis yang focus pada feminis radikal dan eksistentialis.ide ini digambarkan oleh
karakter perempuan, oleh Linda Brent. Peneliti menemukan perjuangan Linda Brent
dari penindasan dan kebebasan. Dalam penindasan Linda mendapatkan beberapa
penderitaan, diskriminasi secara fisik or rasa sakit. Dalam kebebasan Linda, ada
beberapa makna dari kebebasan hidupnya. Perjuangan dan penindasan untuk
mendapatkan kebebasan dalam Linda Brent menjadi focus analisa ini.

Kata Kunci : Feminisme, perjuangan, kebebasan
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

Literature is interesting to be discussed. Literature has some definitions based on
what relates to, thus, we should specify its definition. Here, the researcher defines that
literature is an art that made of words (Gutkind 1). There would be always some
messages, point of view, and idea that try to be explored by literature. No matter what

it is, where it is and when it is.

We have known that literature is a part of the human life that reflected the reality
in what happened in each aspect of live. Literature represents life which deals with
internal and external factors of human life; it will be interested to criticize it, because
we will get a lot of knowledge by this criticism (Jones 1). To criticize literary works,
we need some understandings about literary criticism. Peck and Coyle define that
Literary criticism is the analysis. interpretation and-eveluation of hterary svarks (150
[t does not mean that literary criticism is to find the fault in literary works. Analyzing
literature means analyzing human life as experiences, ideas, motivations, emotions or

expectations which are expressed in the words.

Literary work is an author’s creative thinking. The author writes the literary based
on what he feels, sees, and the experiences in real life. Literature represents life; and

life is. in a large meaning, social reality. even though the natural world and subjective
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world of the individual have also been the objects of the literary ‘imitation’ (Wellek
and Waren 94). In other way we can say. literature is one of the subject which deals
with inner and outer factors of human life which are described through author’s
imagination. The author creates the literary work not only using the skill and creation

ability at all, but also based on the vision, inspiration and struggle.

Literature has several genres; some of them are poetry, drama, and novel (Borges
21). As like another field of study, literature also has its main function. Nevertheless.
the writer not discuss all about those literary genre. In this study, the writer is going

to discuss about the novel as one of literary works will be analyzed.

According to Encyclopedia Britannica (1994) Novel is an invented prose narrative
on considerable Iength and a certain complexity that deals imaginatively with human
experience usually through a connected sequence of events involving a group of
persons in a specific setting, Within its broad framework, the genre of the novel has
encompassed an extensive range of types and styles: picaresque, epistolary. Gothic,

romnanted; - realiss) historical 46 Harié only some 0f the more important ones.

Some of the authors write a novel in the form of women’s experience. One of
the authors who wrote the novel as representation women’s experience is Harriet
Jacobs. Jacobs writes Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl and published the novel in
1861. The novel tells about a woman’s struggle, to get what she needs. Although she

is slave but she always struggle to get her freedom and her children.
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Incident in the Life of a Slave Girl sets in the year when Civil War began. It tells
about women enslavement and sexual exploitation. Harriet Jacobs' autobiography,
written under the pseudonym “Linda Brent™, details her experiences as a slave in
North Carolina, her escape to be free in the north, and her ensuing struggles to make
free her children. The narrative was partly serialized in the New York Tribune, but
was discontinued because Jacobs' depictions of the sexual abuse of female slaves
were considered too shocking. (Manfra 3). Harriet Jacobs describes her efforts to
fight off the advances of her master. her eventual liaison with another white man (the
father of two of her children). and her ultimately successful struggle for freedom.
Jacobs' account of her experiences. and her search for her own voice, prefigure the
literary and ideological concerns of generations of African-Americar, women writers

10 come.

In addition, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl is the most representative slave
narrative written by a woman. Critics who have studied this work find it to be a very
valuable text in the tradition of African American literature. The narrative!s.formal.
sometimes melodramatic style that emulates the style of [9th century romantic novels
seemed totally inappropriate for its delicate subject matter: the sexual abuse of

enslaved black women (Mantra 3).

Based on the background explanation above, the writer intends to study the novel.
There are several reasons from writer to conduct this study. First, the struggle of slave

woman to get freedom become the main reason for the researcher in analyzing
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Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, because it becomes the most explosive issue in
the novel. Second, this novel teils about racial discrimination and oppression toward
slave women. Third, it portrays pain and suffering either (physically and emotionally)
by slave woman. Based on those rcasons, the researcher focuses her analyze on

struggle and oppression to get freedom of slave woman in the novel.

The struggle in getting equality in rights and positions are worth enough to
reveal. Feminist literary criticism means to reveal women discrimination and
subordination within literary work. From the reason above the researcher wants to
analyze the novel by using feminism perspective especially the struggle and
oppression to get freedom of slave woman in the novel entitled Incidents in the Life

of a Slave Girl

As feminism has been widely known and acknowledged in literary studies, many
researchers use the feminism approach to analyze literary works, such as novels. The
researcher wants to analyze novel using feminism focuses on radical feminism and
existentialicl feimist! GeaetallV. WHenYH fei G diatdn 1o men are the main topics

o

discussed in the study.

The related study is done by Miftakhul Maarif. the student of The State Islamic
University of Malang (2010), who wrote under the title Woman Struggle Against

Gender Inequality in the Tenant of Wildfell hall by Anee Bronte. She is focused a
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struggle to get understand of position and the role of the woman character, to explore

the inequality culture which place woman as an inferior.

The Differences of study with the researcher above, here the researcher focuses the
study on the struggle and oppression of a slave girl to get freedom. The researcher

focuses in female character who struggle for freedom from suffering and injustice

e

Y N,

treatment of the slavery in the novel. FaD I8N

1.2 Statement of Problems

Based on the background of the study above, I am interested in analyzing the

problems, which are formulated as follows:

1. What kind of oppression that experienced by Linda as a slave woman?
2. How did Linda fight against the oppression?
3. What is the meaning of Linda’s freedom for female existence?
1.3 Objective of Study
1017601 o e 5 i 5650558 5 ey e o ™ 2
follows:
1. To describe the kind of oppressions was experienced by Linda as a slave
woman in Harriet Jacobs’ Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl.
2. To reveal the fight of Linda as a slave women against the oppression in Harriet
Jacobs’ Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl.

3. To know the meaning of Linda’s freedom for female existence.

.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id
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1.4 Scope and Limition

This research aims to analysis the novel Incident in the Life of a Slave Girl by
Harriet Jacobs. Here, the researcher wants to conduct an analysis on one of the
characters in the novel. Harriet Jacobs, she is the female character who fights against
the oppression and for the efforts done by her. She is a slave woman as the character
in the story who undergoes the oppression and suffering sexual exploitation. Thus, in
this study the writer focuses the female character who struggle for freedom from

suffering and injustice treatment in slavery.

1.5 Significance of the Study

The researcher hopes that the finding of the study will give direct
contribution to the existing knowledge in the field of literature. Theoretically,
the researcher aims to enrich to the theoretical based on literary studies, especially
related to the feminist literary ecriticism. Feminism as one of the literary criticism can
also be applied in several side of life, By having well understanding.about ferninism.
we will be more sensitive to the set of problems in life, especially about women,
Furthermore, it can give general information and understanding for the reader that
essentially man and woman are equal. whether the right, power, or competence in
society. Thus, it should be there is no different assumption between man and woman.

And women should not get discrimination and injustice treatment in the society.
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Theoretically. the researcher will know how to analyze novel use feminist literary
criticism in this case the students will get information about struggle of slave woman
to get freedom and struggle against oppression as female character in Harriet Jacobs
novel Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl.

Furthermore, the result of this study is expected to be useful as reference and
alternative information for others especially English literature students who conduct

the similar researcih.

[.6 Method of the Study

This research is library based. Therefore the writer makes 200od use of some books
including the novel itself as the primary source, articles, journals, and online
resources. In presenting the analysis. the writer mainly uses descriptive-analytical
method. The research follows the following steps:

1. Reading the novel to get complete and well understanding of the whole story.

b

Find the data in novel to find the word that is related.

. Selecting and collecting data in form of narration and conversation from the

Qe

novel refated to the problem.
4. Analyzing the data collected by firstly categorizing them into two points,
dealing with the statement of problems. Then, each point is analyzed using

feminism theory, which refers to the objectives of the study.

A

. Making conclusion based on the result of data analysis.
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1.7 Definition of The Key Terms

Struggle: The ability to do something or act in a particular way, the capacity to
influence the behavior of others, the emotions, or the course of events.

Freedom: The need for independence and spontaneity. [t is also the need to have
choices and to feel in control of making those choices.

Oppression: The unjustifiable placing of a burden on someone or some group, by
interfering with their powers. interests. or opportunities. Or, the
condition in which people feels unhappy and hardship because of
something.

Slavery: Slavery is the condition where people have no their own freedom in
their life. They are still hold by other people, and they lose their own
authority to choose the way of life.

Feminism: Comprises a number of social. cultural and political movements,
theories and moral philosophies concerned with gender inequalities

and equal rights for women
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CHAPTER 11

REVIEW OF THE RELATED LITERATURE

2.1. Theoretical Framework

To help the readers in understanding this research, the researcher wants to analyze
the novel that related to this study by some theories. This analysis focuses on the
character in the novel. The study of character and characterization is interrelated. In
accordance with the problems the researcher uses feminist literary criticism,
especially in woman character and her struggle for freedom. In the analysis, the
researcher tries to explore feminism theory. Instead of using other branch theories of
Feminism; this study employs Radical Feminism and Existentialist theory in order to

accomplish it more deeply in its analysis. Those theories are explained as follows:

2.1.1. Character

Chatacter 1s7a qoer i1 the literary work (novel, story, novelette, and also drama).
Character in fiction is created by the creator, although could be described as
human being in the real world. In the literary work it, should be lifelikeness

(Sayuti 68).

Character obviously relevant to us and our experience if it is like ourselves or like

others whom we know (kenney 27), character is the actor of the story. Character is
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persons presented in work of narrative who convey their personal qualities through
dialog and action by which the reader understand their thoughts, feelings, intentions

and motives. (Nurgiyantoro 165)

According to Jones (qtd. in Nurgiyantoro 165), character is the describing a real
person that shows in the story. Perhaps the single most important aspect of a good
novel is character. The reader must care about the characters in order to care about

what happens to them.

Characters are divided into some categories. They are central and periveral
character. There are some categories for central character in literary work especially
in fiction. The first is the character is always involved in theme. The second one is the
character is often related to other characters. The last one is the character needs much

time to express (Sayuti, 2000)

Koesnobroto (qtd. in Widowati 21}, says that we can distinguish two types of
characters. They are minor and major characters. The former is the less important
character while the latter is the most important character in a story. Koesnobroto also
says that the chief character in a fiction or a play is called protagonist. The story
portrays his or her struggle to achieve his or her goal. The opponent of this character
is called the antagonist. The antagonist can be human or non human being, animate or

tnanimate things that hinder the protagonist in achieving his or her goal.
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From the explanation above, we can find some ¢lements in novels and those
elements included characters. Characters are divided into two, these are, a major
character and minor character. Major character is a person who is the key of all
situations of conflict in novel or, while the minor character is a person who supports

main character in the novel.

In this research, the researcher focuses on the analysis of Linda Brent as the main
character during her struggle the oppression and her freedom. Linda Brent is the
protagonist of Jncident in the Life of Slave Girl. When the novel begins, Linda is
pertinent in struggling to get freedom. Although she is slave but she is struggling her

freedom.

2.1.2. Characterization

Characterization means that writers present and reveal character, by direct
description, by showing the character in action or by the presenting of the other

character that help to define cach other ("element of Fiction™).

Characterization refers to the way an author develops the fictional people who
populate a novel. Characterization is how an author helps us get to know all of the
character in a book. An author might develop a character through dialogue, and
action. There are two ways an author can convey information about a character.
Those are direct and indirect characterization. Using direct manner means that the

author describes directly about the character. Otherwise, in indirect manner of
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characterization the author does not merely tell the characters but showing them to
the readers through how the character looks, what the character does, what the
character says, what the character thinks, and how the character affects other
characters From these five things, the reader can understand and get a clear

description of the character’s personality (Hughes 3).

Holman state that there are three fundamental methods of characterization in
fiction: (1) the explicit presentation by the author of the character through direct
exposition. either in an introductory block or more often piecemeal throughout the
work. illustrated by action; (2) the presentation of the character in action. with little or
no explicit comment by the author, in the expectation that the reader will be able to
deduce the attributes of the actor from the actions; and (3} the representation from
within a character, without comment on the character by the author, of the impact of
action and emotions upon the character’s inner self, with the expectation that reader

will come to a clear understanding of the attributes of the character (76)

SoCharactersdnd ¢Hardeierizalion are interrelated, also characters become an
important point to analyze in this study. The writer tries to reveal Linda Brent's

struggle for her freedom in slavery. the doing and the thought of characters involved.
2.1.3 Feminist Literary Criticism

In analyzing a literary work, we need to understand and to get better in literary

work message; it needs to make analysis and research of the literary works. To do
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that, the researcher needs to get better research. This research analyzes a woman
character, Linda Brent. Talks about woman is not simple thing and become
interesting object whereas in literary work. The researcher conduct the research to
analyze Linda Brent, how the struggle and oppression to get freedom in slavery. The
tool to analyze this woman character is Feminist Literary Criticism theory and
theories that have related with existence of woman, oppression and struggle for

freedom to be the point of this theory.

Generally. feminist literary criticism exists to counter, resist, and eventually
climinate the traditions and conventions of patriarchy the ideology of belief system
which see as natural the dominance and superiority of men over women in both
private and public context as jt exist in literary, historical, and critical contexts. In
practice. feminist literary criticism is not limited to text written and read by women,
for its interest is not only how women have been treated in books, but how notions of
gender and sexuality, generally, have determined or enforced an inferior place for
many difterent voices of women. of rabialuzaysand. lesbian Writkiand tadel o1

literature.,

Literary criticism which has focus on feminist perspective is one of the literary
theories. It called feminist literary criticism. To investigate female characters in
literary work is difficult, because feminist literary criticism as one of the literary
theory has to be consistent to the previous theory of literature in order to prevent the

contradiction among those theories. Thus. in further development, feminist literary




Zahroh {14

discourse at least has four focuses: first, to discover, examine and measure the women
author in the past, patriarchy has been expressed clearly; second, to examine the
literary work with the feminism approach; thirdly, to express the women and men
1deology, how their view about themselves in the real life; and the last is to discover
gynocritic aspects. It means to understand how creative process feminist in literary

work (Endraswara 146-147),

Feminist criticism also is a type of literary criticism, which may study and

advocate the rights of women. The following feminism development, women started
had consciousness top make their rights in every aspects of life equal as men. Even
feminist believed that sciences was also dominated by men and oppressed them. So.
they tried to escape women from every kind of oppression and boundaries in science
domain. One of the efforts was to create a special discourse of women; it is called

gender studies or women studies (Djajanegara 18).

Women studies emphases the study in many topics about women. It includes
literary criticisn According o Elaire Showalter (qtd. In Djajanegara 18) most of
literary form have not been touching women’s writer for many centuries in American
literary history. Therefore. the first activity in doing feminist literary criticism is to

dig. investigate. and evaluate women's literary work for long time.

In analyzing a literary work, the ways that often used are textual criticism and

textual feminist criticism. The textual feminist criticism involves textual analyzing
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and feminist analyzing. A feminist in literary works can be pluralistic person in
method and theory which is used. because, in fact we can use any approach as long as

It is appropriate with the purpose.

2.1.5 Radical Feminism

One of feminism branch is radical feminjsm. Hawthorn define that radical
feminism is a branch of feminism that views women’s oppression as the basic system
of power upon which human relationships in society are arranged. [t seeks to
challenge this arrangement by rejecting standard gender roles and male oppression

(70).

According to Madsen (gtd. In Mitchell 51) Radical feminism recognizes the
oppression of women as a fundamenta] political oppression wherein women are
categorized as an inferior class based on their sex. It is the aim of radical feminism to
organize politically to destroy this sex-class system. As radical feminists we
recognize that we are engaged in a power struggle with men, and that the agent of our
oppression is man in so far as he identifies with and carries out the supremacy

privileges of the male role.

Radical feminism posits that the root cause of all other inequalities and women
oppression is sex or gender system. Some Radical feminists also acknowledge the
simultaneity of different types of oppression which may include, but they are not

limited to the following: Oppression based on gender identity, race, social class,
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perceived attractiveness, sexuality. sexual orientation, ability see sex-positive
feminism for a sex positive feminist critique, while still affirming the recognition of
patriarchy (Tong 69). The oppression that women have lived in the struggle and
oppression to get freedom to even is considered equal to men is more than evident in
slavery. not only because they were thought of as lesser but in some ways many

women actually believed it to be true.

According to Alison Jaggar Paula Rothenberg, The main conflict that becomes
major problem for radical feminism is the system of sex or gender that becomes

fundamental causes from women's oppression. This simple sentence can be

interpreted as: First, historically women are the first group who are oppressed by
men; second, there are women's oppression in every country. It becomes the culture.
and it can be found in every society; third, women's oppression is become culture
that is difficult to wiped I out and it can not be changed with other social revolution,
for example wiping the social out; fourth, women’s oppression causes deep suffering
for women life, not only qualitativel v but also_quantitatively altheugh-women labe
unconscious when they get oppression; fifth, women’s oppression can give other

model of conceptual for understanding the other oppression (Tong 69),.

In this research of radical feminism focuses the oppression of Linda Brent has to
fight lived in the struggle to get freedom. There is some oppression toward slave
woman of Linda Brent, the oppression are radical discrimination, portrays of pain and

suffering (physically and emotionall v} by slave woman.
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2.1.6 Existentialist Theory

After studying about feminist literary criticism and radical feminism theory, the
researcher wants to accomplish the analysis about the existence female to get freedom

with existentialist theory.

Existentialism is a philosophical movement that analyses the concept of human
existence in the world taking into account the subjective states of a human,
freedom and choice. The main problem is what the differences between human and
things are. and the basic difference between human and thing is human realizes its
existence in the world and alwavs ask about the meaning of existence while thing
docs not. So. that is why only human who is able to show its existence and thing will

has a meaning because of human's existence itself (MasjkurAnhari 150).

Existentialism tries to observe the concrete fact of human as the human itself
exists in its world. Soren Aabye Kierkegaard (1813-1855), a Danish philosopher and
theologian, and also as a founder of existentialism (Alex Howard 334) says that
existentialism as a compliance of cach individual which is acquired from the treedom

will (Suparlan Suhartono 67).

According to Kicrkegaard. cach person must have a certain involvement and
commitment toward cach event that he or she has experienced. so that person is not
onty as an objective observer. bul also as an actor that play a part in it. This critics is

based on his conviction that principally human is not a rational creaturc merely
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Zahroh |18

without a wish and feeling. ‘Ideal” and “objective’ assume human’s ratio domination
toward a free wish and human’s affection. In fact. human’s action is not based on the
ratio merely. but also based on the free choice and spontancous emotional (Zainal
Abidin146).

Related to freedom is responsibility. both of them are inseparable each other.
Unjustifiably that there is a man who admit free. but he or she does not want to
responsible with its action. The main source problem of human’s existence are
freedom and responsibility. So, they are fundamental and crucial problems in
human’s life (Zainal Abidin 147). The freedom — the responsibility — that what
everyone wants and fights is not a pleasant thing. Conversely, freedom often wreaks a
new problem. Iluman is free to make everything from environment. but human is not
free utterly to do cverything that human wants toward the environment (Alex
Howard456). Freedom seems paradox. it cannot be relied on as a sturdy basis for
human's life. Freedom is very brittle and threatened. Even. it can cause a worried
feeling when human determines thon’s choice, there will be an unpleasant
consequence or another dangerous one,

Lquality of right and freedom between the sexes is desirable. However, if they are
not forthcoming, prostitution can provide the woman with kind of liberty that is
immediate, affirming and temporally rewarding. De Beauvoir appears to exalt all
women as possessing the capacity to realize their innate power in the sense of the

warrior spirit. In the existentialist view, the power of a competent woman over a man
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is not an illusion. A man may think he is in charge of a situation by virtue of his

power of competence spirit this power is not incontrovertible (Jaggar 191).

Therefore, it is indispensable a certain discreetness in order to reduce the
undesirable risk. According to Kierkegaard, what one need in this life are passion,
enthusiasm, spirit, personal belief that based on free wish and emotion(Zainal
Abidin148).The using of existentialism theory is believable by the writer to help her

in finding out the characteristic of the female characters’ struggle in the story, in this

study of Linda Brent have characteristic in their struggle.

So in existentialist the researcher will explain about women struggle for freedom
from slavery. Linda Brent presents a protagonist enmeshed in family relationships

who recounts her efforts to achieve freedom for herself and her children yvji_hin the

context of the struggle for freedom. A

fc

2.2 Review of Related Studies \2
digilib.uiheAlegpen this study.the sesearcheiitakes severalchréwious siadis as @ Sosiphrativea-ac.id
study that have relevant point in order to get some important matters to help this

study, those study are:

The first researcher is Ken Retno Yuniwati, the student of University of
Muhamadiyah Surakarta (2008). Who wrote under the title on Struggle for achieving
happiness of Maggie Tulliver in George Eliot’s The Mill on the Floss: An Individual

Psychological Approach. In her research she found that George Eliot has successfully

igilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id digilib.uinsa.ac.id
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combined all the structural elements. Based on individual psychological analysis, in
this novel reflects Maggie’s coping behavior to minimize her inferiority feeling and

to maximize her superiority in order to get her life goals.

The second researcher is Miftakhul Maarif the student of The State Islamic
Untversity of Malang (2010). His research is under the title Wonen s Woman
Struggle dgaints Gender Inequality in The Tenant of Wildfell Hall by Anne Bronte.
He is focused in the main idea of gender inequality is a struggle to get an
understanding of the position and the role of the woman characters in the novel. The
position and the role of woman character became focus of analysis. Moreover the
analysis is also aimed to explore the inequality culture which place woman as an
inferior. In according with the problem the writers uses feminist literary criticism as

the theory in analyzing the novel.

Based on the two previous studies. the researcher conducts another study using the
different data source that is a novel entitled Incident in the life of « slave girl by
Harrietlacobs, Afd using feminism literary criticism approach with the attempt to
reveal the struggle and oppresstons of women to get freedom in slavery. In addition,
all of those studies are different from this study although this is still in the scope and
field of feminism. Thus, this study is very important to do to enrich knowledge,

especially in the research field.
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CHAPTER 3
ANALYSIS

3.1 The Struggle of Slave Woman to get Freedom in Linda’s Incident in the Life

of a Slave Girl

In this chapter the writer wants to analyze the depiction of woman struggle as seen
through Linda character. By firstly examining on her character, the writer hopes to
gain profound knowledge about the character of Linda clearly. After having
fundamental background of Linda character, then through studying her
characterization more intensely is intended to reveal her way of struggle. Inside this
analysis process, the writer uses Feminism theory specifically Radical feminism and
Existentialist theory to support the analysis in the struggle of oppression to get
Linda’s freedom in slavery. The further explanation will be described in the following

discussion.

3.1.1 The kind, of Qppression thatiwmas experienced YicLinds BadslaveONoman
p )

In Harriet Jacobs Novel, Incident in the life of a slave girl, Linda Brent is the main
female character oppressed by male character around her and those suffer make her
suffer. Linda and all of her family is a slave. There has some master in Linda life and

there is master make oppression for Linda.
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Linda Brent is delivered by using first-person point of view which Linda itself
appears as the narrator who narrates all the events, experiences she has in the story.
One such woman that was able to struggle through this difficult time and shares the
oppression of her experiences as a slave was Linda Brent. She is the one who tells to
the readers about what she does, speaks and thinks. Linda becomes the main character
in the story. According to Koesnobroto that the chief character in a fiction or a play
is called protagonist. The story portrays his or her struggle. The usage of first-person
to narrate makes readers feel really involved in. Readers give empathy totally to main
actor (qtd. In Widowati 21) Therefore. Linda belongs to protagonist character that

readers can really feel her hard struggle of oppression to get her freedom.

Linda Brent is a character of six years old slave girl and her mother died and she

was sent to live with her mother’s owner and mistress,

“1 was born a slave; but [ never knew till six years of happy childhood had passed
away “(Jacobs 6).

After her mother died, Linda was sending in the mistress of her mother. Linda
spends the next six years as a slave of the mother mistress, who treats her well. keeps

her promise to Linda’s mother to care for her children. Her first mistress treats kindly.

In Linda’s lives, Linda stjlj has father, brother, Uncle and her grandmother. Her
father is a carpenter, and considered so intelligent and skillful in his trade, that, when
building out of the common line were to be erected, he was sent for to long distance.

to be head workman. Linda had one brother that is William, who was two years
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younger than her a bright. affectionate child. Linda had also a great treasure In her

maternal grandmother, who was remarkable woman in many respect (Jacobs 6).

“My mistress had thought me the precepts of God’s Word .... While [ was with
her; she thought me to read; and for this privilege, which so rarely falls to the lot
of a slave, I bless her memory.” (Jacobs 9).

In the quotation above, Linda has kind mistress and she loved her. Since Linda with
her mistress, her mistress tough to Linda to read, write and spell, this so rarely falls to

the lot of a slave. Linda fifieen years old her kindly mistress has death. Linda will be

selling of the new master. Linda is very sad after she had leaved her mistress.

The oppression of a cruelty master has become in Linda experienced. The master
is a Dr. Flint. He is a physician in the neighborhood, had married the sister of Linda
mistress (Jacobs 6). Linda gets her first oppression through her master. Linda came to
Dr. Flint House. The first oppression when Dr. Flint ask some food in Linda’s, if the
food not suit one’s his fancy Dr Flint wil] give her punishment or will shame into
doing to eat his food. Furthermore. the women slave violence from their master both
physically-and emotionailya The oidlende Which i-déne by Dr. Flnt, s [t is described
In:

Dr. Flint was an epicure. The cook never sent a dinner to his table without fear and

trembling: for if there happened to be a dish not to his liking, he would either order

her to be whipped, or compel her to eat every mouthful of in his presence. The

poor, hungry creature might not have objected to eating it; but she did not object to
having her master cram it down her throat till she choked (Jacobs 13).

Dr Flint often makes violence for his slave (Linda). Dr. Flint have a pet dog in his

home, He has ordered to give food for his animal. Dr Flint pet had no relish for food.
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Dr. Flint give the food for his slave (Linda) because Dr. Flint thought that the
woman’s stomach was stronger than the dog’s; but her suffering afterwards proved
that he was mistake . This poor woman endured many cruelties from her master
(Jacobs 13). It offers a glimpse of Linda’s naiveté concerning the brutality and
violence often inflicted upon slaves when she remarks that she finds it difficult to
believe that her father is dead, because she hasn’t even known that he is sick. The fact
that she learns about her father’s death at her friend’s funeral compounds her loss,
and Linda finds little comfort in her grandmother’s conseling words. In her new
master’s house she fells very distressed, because the slaveholder treat her very bad.

She tells no comfortable as she felt in her last mistress’ house.

She remarks that she has found it difficult to believe that her father is dead,
because she hasn’t even known that he is sick. The fact that she learns about her
father’s death at her friend’s funeral compounds her loss, and she finds little comfort
in her grandmother’s consoling words. The fact that her father is dead, no one of the
slaveholder care about it. Both the master, and-mistress never foel about theirislave’s
sadness. [t is because the slaves are not their race: As it is described in the quotation

below:

What a terrible blight that would be on the heart of a free, intelligent father! For
his sake, T felt that I ought not to link his fate with my own unhappy destiny
{Jacobs 40).
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The violence of Dr. Flint is race discrimination because Linda is Negro families,
who get hard discrimination from the master, have no right in eating. The slaveholder
is limit in providing the food for them. Furthermore, they lose their own right as a
human being. Slavery takes away the freedom and happiness that they should get.
The injustice treatment found in several passage and in ditferent pages through the
story. The face of oppression, namely violence is construed by Young fairly broadly.
In addition to more overt cases of physical violence, she includes “harassment,
intimidation. or ridicule simply for the purpose of degrading, humiliating, or
stigmatizing group members’. Violence as a category of oppression is both systematic
and legitimized. The systematic nature of oppressive violence consists in the fact that
it is. at least potentially, directed toward each member of groups, simply because they
are members of those groups (Zutlevics 100). According to Gloria, oppression is the
systematic. institutionalized mistreatment of one group of people by another for
whatever reason. The oppressors are purported to have an innate ability to access
economic resources, information. respect, etc, while the oppressed are believed to
have a corresponding negative innate ability ( 94). It is a fundamental claim of
feminism that women are oppressed. The word “oppression’ is a strong word. It
repels and attracts. It is dangerous and dangerously fashionable and endangered. [t is

much misused. and sometimes not innocently (Marilyn 80).

The oppression of race discrimination in Linda that get some violence by her

master. who get hard discrimination from the master because Linda is Negroes. Dr.
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Flint also said that the different race make Dr. Flint don’t like Linda. According Dr.

Fhint that Negroes is fool, inferior and different of white people. As it is described in

the quotation below:

Your skin is darker than mine; but God judges men by their hearts, not by the
color of their skins.” This was strange doctrine from a southern pulpit. It was very
offensive to slaves, and that he preached like a fool to the Negroes (Jacobs, 83).

And,

Do you think this proves the black man t
What would you be, if
of slaves for ancestors

0 belong to an inferior order of beings?
you had been born and brought up a slave, with genera

tions
? I'admit that the black is inferior (Jacobs, 53).

In Islamic perspective for Oppiession in above is forbidden in Islam. Al Qur'an

says:

- - - d - =7 = - =

- - - e’c”a T - - /," - - - o
J.C_LU‘Jul_L-_:j lJl_:fLs.l..a_:d}.qu.Uo 'j-LC;‘L’I'JJ’.Q_”’u.a_j

“And whoever commits that through aggression and injustice, we shall cast him
into the fire, and that is easy for Allah” (An-nisa’ 30).

The researcher will not explain the oppression in Islamic, the researcher just want

to know for the aspect of the Islam. that oppression is forbidden in Islam.

Furthermore. Linda describes the oppression in physical violence inflicted on

slaves by slaveholders. Linda presents harrowing tales concerning the murder, torture.
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and abuse of slaves on plantations. Linda also focuses on the fact that slavery

deprives people of their ability to trust others.

It a slave is unwilling to go with his new master, he is whipped, or locked up in
Jail. until he consent to £0. and promises not to run away during the year. Should
he chance his mind, thinking it justifiable to violate an extorted promise, woe unto
him if he is caught! The whip is used till the blood flows at his feet; and his
stiffened limbs are put in chains, to be dragged in the field for days and days!
(Jacobs 15).

The quotation above describes clearly about Linda terrible condition in slavery,
Linda has no right and author of herself. Linda should obey her master command
with or without the will in their heart. The master often does compulsion which is

usually followed by violence toward in Linda’s.

"S0 you want to be married. do you? Said he, “and to a free nigger.”
“Yes. sir.”

Well, I'll soon convince you're whether [ am your master, or the nigger fellow you
honor so highly. If you must have a husband, you may take up with one of my
slaves.” What a situation I'should be in, as the wife of one his slaves; even in my
heait had been interested!

I'replied. “Don’t you suppose, sir, that a slave can have some preference about
marrying? D you sUpposs that i metr are‘alike 1o her?” (Jacobs 47).

“Do you love this nigger?” said he. abruptly.
“Yes, sir.”

“How dare you tell me so!™ he exclaimed, in great wrath. After g slight pause, he
added. *1 supposes you thought more of yourself: that you felt above the insults of
such puppies.™

I replied, “If he is a puppy Iam a puppy, for we are both of the Negro race. It is
right and honorable for us to love each other. The man you call a puppy never
insuited me, sir; and he would not love me if he did not believe me to be a virtuous
woman.” (Jacobs 47)
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From the quotation above, the people, both slaves and free, are often powerless to
help and protect loved ones, and the pain this helplessness caused is the power of the
master. Linda claims accountability for her actions and expresses intense guilt and
shame for what she has done. Like many women throughout history, Linda is judged
by a moral standard that she isn’t allowed the personal power to adhere to. In
desperation, Linda decides to enter into a sexual relationship with Mr. Sands, a white
lawyer who has shown an interest in her. Reasoning that he is unmarried, that he
seems to be a gentleman and that if she consents to be his mistress, he will most
likely buy her from Dr. Flint. Linda consents to his advances and becomes pregnant
by him. Linda by choosing to enter into a sexual relationship with Mr. Sands embarks
on a perilous passage from which there is no turning back. Although she regrets the
pain she is causing her grandmother. she does not try to rationalize or justify her
decision, but openly admits that. given her intolerable circumstances, she sees no

other way out. The oppression in Linda’s is a suffering emotionally from her master.
Alas! Slavery still held me in jis poisonous grasp. There wasno.chance forime to
be respectable. There was no prospect of being able 1o lead a better life.
Sometimes, when my master found that 1 still refused to accept what he called his

kind offers, he would threaten to sell my child. “Perhaps that will humble you,”
said he (Jacobs 87).

The above quotation, Linda does this throughout her dual oppressions as a
sexually exploited black woman and as a single mother trying to nurture her children
despite the law that her children are the property of another white master. Linda’s

understanding of the Christian ethic of forgiveness contains the complexity of making




Zahroh |29

sense of her own sexual history in light of a legal system in which she is not in
possession of herself or her children. Jacobs reconciles her lack of chastity in such a
system as she states. Her master always pursues Linda to satisfy his desire,
Furthermore. the inhumane treatment is also done by him. The master assumes that a
Linda has no value and self-respect anymore. Thus, he just does whatever he wants to

do.

The violence is also frequently endured by Linda as she gets punishment from
her master. When she tells her master that she must and will apply to her grandmother
for protection, the master threats her with death, She not only gets bad treatment, but
also the injustice in her life. However. she trusts in herself that someday she can
achieve her freedom. and out from this bad condition. As it is described in the

quotation below:

“Linda,” said he, “though you have been criminal towards me, I feel for you, and
I can pardon you if you obey my wishes. Tell me whether the fellow you wanted
to marry is the father of your child. If you deceive me, you shall feel the fires of
hell.” (Jacobs 55).

Although Linda gives birth, Dr. Flint still pursues her in many ways. The
harassment continues even after she bears the lawyer another child. Finally, after she
learns that Dr. Flint was preparing to put her children 1o work as plantation slaves,
she has had enough. However, Mr. Sands, the father of her child is not unlike Dr.
Flint. who views Linda’s refusal to submit to his advances in much the same way,

Mr. Sands’ professed ignorance of the brutal realities of slavery seems especially
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shallow and hypocritical given that he is fully aware that the mother of his two

children has been reduced to living like a caged animal and he does nothing to help

her.

From the analysis above, the writer reveals that the experience of Linda Brent of
her oppression in slavery. The writer sees the spirit of Feminism in which Linda
decides herself what she wants to do. Linda has some kind of oppression. Further,
[inda gets a suffering, discrimination and violence that are the representation of
Radical feminist. The experience of women oppression have lived in the struggle and
oppression 1o get freedom to even is considered equal to men is more than evident in
slavery. This act of appear the oppression is also the element of Radical feminism

depicted through the character of Linda Brent.
3.1.2 Linda’s Fight against in the oppression

From the previous analysis. the researcher has found some kind of oppression
done to Linda. In Harriet Jacobs™ novel Incident in the life of a slave girl, the topic of
oppression is vividly portrayed. Linda has to fight against the oppression from other
people around her. She lives in oppress her simply on account of her violence. In fact,
the setting of this novel in 1861s describes the burden of slave women life in the
world which is controlled by men. Linda is one of the victims of this heavy going life.
Oppression is not a new problem for women all around the world. It appears since a

long time ago. Women, as victims. are always oppressed by other supremacy




Zahroh |31

exceeding them. It is not only men who oppress women but other women who have
higher status oppress women of lower status. Then these suffered women endeavor

countless ways to overcome this problem. Some of them succeed but the others not,

Linda’s struggling against for the suffering by her master has begun she was
fifteen years old, when she did not know that what she does was a struggle against of
her life. After several times the master has done a bad treatment to her, Linda tries to
do a resistance by opposing him. After she gets long suffering from her master,
finally she has more courageous against her master as she avoids the master want and

oppose him with impolite act or talk. It is also stated in:

“Not yet!” exclaimed the doctor. “Let him lie there till he comes to.™Let me go!
Let me go!™ I screamed, “Or [ will raise the whole house.” T struggled and got
away; but he clinched me again. Somebody opened the door. and he released me. I
picked up my insensible child. and when | turned my tormentor was gone.,
Anxiously I beet over the title form, so pale and still; and when the brown ayes at
last opened. | don’t know whether [ was very happy (Jacobs 76).

The master and mistress frequently treat the slaves in inhumane act. They torture
the slave’s body and soul. Although not all of the salves have courage against them,
Linda does a resistance by saying her master with a foul-word and sometime she
opposes him. It is one of her efforts in preventing her master violence. It is clearly

seen 1n the following quotations:

“Do you know whom you are talking to?” he exclaimed. She replied, “Yes, [ know

very well who I am talking to.” (Jacobs 77).
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After several times the master has done a bad treatment to her, Linda tries to do
resistance by opposing him. After she gets long suffering from her master, finally she
has more courage against her master as she avoids the master want and oppose him

with impolite act and talk. Tt is also state in:

“Not yet!” exclaimed the doctor. “Let him lie there till he comes to.” Let me go!
Let me go!™ I screamed, “Or [ will raise the whole house.” I struggled and got
away; but he clinched me again. Somebody opened the door, and he released me.
picked up my insensible child, and when I turned my tormentor was gone.
Anxiously I beet over the title form, so pale and still; and when the brown aves at
last opened, I don’t know whether I was very happy (Jacobs 76).

To avoid the violence, the slave tried to escape from her master’s cruelty. She can
not bear anymore. She prepares to escape in order free from the master cruelty and

the terrible condition in bondage. It is described in:

| had a woman pride, and a mother’s love for my children; and I resolved that out
of the darkness of this hour a brighter dawn should rise for them. My master had
power and law on his side; | had a determined will, There is might in each (Jacobs
80).

This action violates the innocence and virtue instilled by her family and Linda
must. struggle with the sorrow ! was bringing on my grandmother. Yet this sorrow.is
not stronger than Linda's desire to triumph over her master. When Linda finally
enjoys her moment of victory, it is shadowed by the knowledge that her family will

learn of her hidden affair and lost innocence (Jacobs 53).

Although Linda herself is not subjected to the brutal physical abuse that describes
before. she is forced to endure extreme mental and psychological anguish as she

fights to free herself from Dr. Flint. Her own education for example, her ability to
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read newspapers, provides her with a look at the possibilities of freedom in the North.

It is stated as below:

O, what days and nights of fear and sorrow that man caused me! Reader, it is not
to awaken sympathy for myself that I am telling you truthfully what I suffered in
stavery. I do it to kindle a flame of compassion in your hearts for my sisters who
are still in bondage. suffering as [ once suffered (Jacobs 36).

The primary goal of slave narratives is to arouse sympathy among whites and gain
their support for the anti-slavery movement led by abolitionists. Because the
publication of Incidents coincides with the beginning of the Civil War, it is seen as
being published too late to have any social or political impact. Although Linda
applauds both knowledge and defiance, Linda knows that a slave isn’t accountable for
his brutalized condition. The cause. she says, is the ignorance in which white men
compel him to live; it is the torturing whip that lashes the manhood out of him; it is
the fierce bloodhounds of the South. and the small shed has been added to my
grandmother's house vears ago. Some boards are laid across the supports at the top.
and between these boards and the roof is a very small attic, never occupied by
anythitig but rats and mice. The @ttic whsonly nine feét long and seven wide The
highest point is three feet high. There is no admission for either light or air. It is also

described in the following quotations:

But it is a fact; and to me a sad one. even now; for my body still suffers from the
effects of that long imprisonment. to say nothing of my soul. Members of my
family. now living in New York and Boston, can testify to the truth of what [ say
{Jacobs 163).

___________________ ] C IO CHO D) UL S dC (0] ]



Zahroh |34

Linda had rather live and dies in jail, than drag on, from day to day, through such
as living death. Linda was determined that the master, whom Linda so hated and
loathed, who had blighted the prospect of Linda youth, and made Linda life a desert,
should not, after Linda long struggle, succeed at the last in trampling his victim under
his feet. Linda would do any thing. every thing for the sake of defeating him. Linda
thought and thought, till Linda became desperate, and made a plunge into the abyss
(Jacobs 51). As oppression has become a never-ending problem in Linda’s life, she
still fight against. The oppression has brought severe impact to Linda’s life in which

she is restricted to have free and independent right to choose what the best is for her.

Shortly before Linda’s baby is born, her Uncle Phillip comes for a visit. Linda is
ashamed of her condition and, at first, tries to avoid him. But she finally agrees to see
him and is touched by his compassion. In addition, Linda’s frantic concern over her
child’s illness and her inability to heal him. Linda has seemingly conflicting emotions
about her son. Although she loves him dearly, she finds herself wishing him dead to
keep him from being subjected to a life of slavery. According to scholars and
historians familiar with this era, such feelings are not unusual among slave mothers.
She can no longer rationalize her suffering as the price she must pay to see her
children, who are no longer there to soothe her soul. Witnessing her grandmother’s
inconsolable grief at the loss of her sister conjures up images of her own grief at the
imminent death of her grandmother. She decides that she has no choice but to seize

what may well be her last chance 1o escape. As it is described in:

. U . U Uiy ulirisd.dat.io |
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Sometimes I had an opportunity to send a few lines home; and this brought up
recollections that made it difficult, for a time, to seem calm and indifferent to my
lot. Notwithstanding my efforts, I saw that Mr. Flint regarded me with a suspicious
eye. Ellen broke down under the trials of her new life. Separated from me, with no
one to look after her, she wandered about, and in a few days cried herself sick.
One day. She sat under the window where I was at work, crying that weary self to
bear it (Jacobs, 99).

Every momning only by the noises she hears. In Linda’s small den, day and night
are all the same. She suffers for air even more than for light. But she is not
comfortless. When she hears the voices of her children there is joy, and there is

sadness in the sound. It makes her tears flow. How she longs to speak to them!

She 15 eager to look on their faces; but there is no hole, no crack, through which |

could peep. It is also stated in:

My children had always been afraid of the doctor and his wife. They had never
been inside of their house. Poor little Ellen cried all day to be carried back to
prison. The instincts of childhood are true. She knew she was loved in the jail. Her
screams and sobs annoyed Mrs. Flint. Before night she called one of the slaves,
and said. "Here. Bill, carry this brat back to the jail (Jacobs, 115).

Possibly the greatest burden of Linda’s life is that her children are living in
stavery. And now she i1s'being offered the opportunity to see her children free if she
sacrifices her own morality. Compared to the lives of other slaves, this living
arrangement provides benefits. She will be able to live with her children, in relative
privacy. and Dr. Flint promises that her work duties will be light. Furthermore, Linda
is presented with a heart-rending dilemma: Dr. Flint offers to give her and her
children freedom if Linda will consent to live as his mistress. He promises to procure

her a cottage. where she can live with her children. She must make a pivotal decision,
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one of the most difficult that any mother could face. In order for her children to be
free, she must accept sexual servitude to an emotionally and sometimes physically
abusive man whom she despises. And such an arrangement violates Linda’s devout

Christian belief. As it is described in the quotations below:

[ was in great anxiety lest I should implicate the friend who harbored me. I knew
the consequences would be frightful; and much as I dreaded being caught, even
that seemed better than causing an innocent person to suffer for kindness to me. A
week had passed in terrible suspense, when my pursuers came into such close
vicinity that I concluded they had tracked me to my hiding-place. I flew out of the
house, and concealed myself in a thicket of bushes. There I remained in an agony
of fear for two hours. Suddenly. a reptile of some kind seized my leg. In my fright,
I struck a blow which loosened its hold. but [ could not tell whether I had killed i;
it was so dark, I could not see what it was; I only knew it was something cold and
slimy. The pain | felt soon indicated that the bite was poisonous. I was compelled
to leave my place of concealment, and I groped my way back into the house. The
pain had become intense, and my friend was startled by my look of anguish
(Jacobs, 111).

The struggle of Linda eventually grows to encompass Linda's two children, Ben
and Ellen. Linda briefly contemplates infanticide following Ellen's birth. “As [ held
her in my arms, I thought how well it would be for her if she never waked up”
(Jacobs 82). For Linda. the prospect of committing her own daughter to a life of
brutal slavery and sexual indignity is almost too much to bear. However, she does not
commit murder, but throws herself completely into procuring freedom for her son and

daughter, even if at the expense of herself.

Linda reveals that “T could have made my escape alone; but it was more for my
helpless children than for myseif that I longed for freedom. Though the boon would

have been precious to me, above all price, I would not have taken it at the expense of
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leaving them in slavery™ (Jacobs 84}, To procure freedom for herself and her
children, Linda rebelliously plans to hide until Dr. Flint becomes discouraged and
then sells the three of them. Should a white man like Mr. Sands purchase Linda and

her own children, he would have the power to set them free,

During her seven years of confinement, Linda must struggle against the urge to
care for her grandmother and children and her desire to remain free of Dr. Flint. At
any point she could return to the Flints and alleviate the burden upon her family, but
instead she chooses cramped concealment, stating “T would have chosen this, rather
than my lot as a slave™ (Jacobs 114). While Linda has subversively cut her bonds to

the Flints, the institution of slavery continues to confine her.

The owners sexually exploit the women slaves, fathering them countless children
whom they do not acknowledge, and instead, send these children to other plantations
to be sold to another slaveholder. It is also described in the novel that slaves from the
South often escape from their owners to go to the North, wherein there are more
plospecis of @/ 2o0d fture Tor thér® Thus oppréssion dnd disadvantagedigdality
contributes to the limited freedom the African-Americans had experienced before
black slavery has formally been abolished in America. Although the Northerners (and
in fact many whites in America) do still have discrimination over black Americans,
the people’s treatment of the African-Americans is far from the inhuman society of

the Southerners. As 1t 1s stated in:

LOC. IO UiEiiiy. uiliSd.dal.iu |
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Dr. Flint had not given me up. Every now and then he would say to my
grandmother that I would yet come back, and voluntarily surrender myself; and

that when I did, I could be purchased by my relatives, or any one who wished to
buy me (Jacobs 141).

Longing for freedom, slaves overcome all obstacles and perform everything they
can obtain it. This desire is presented throughout the novel by numerous incidents of
runaways and with the sacrifices of Linda for her beloved children. During this
period, family life is nonexistent. Linda would watch her children get sold away, their
whereabouts gone forever. In addition, the master always ensures that they are kept
busy. The hardships are demonstrated by characters in the novel truly exemplify the
cruelty of slavery that is unknown to the North. As a result, these atrocities compelled

slaves to find a means to liberate them from oppression.

The statement that women are oppressed is frequently met with the claim that men
oppressed too. We hear that oppressing is oppressive to those who oppress as well as
to those they oppress. Some men cite as evidence of their oppression their much-
advertised inability to cry. It is tough, we are told, to be masculine. When the stresses
digilib. Uind Frastiations o beiig embh 8i8 dited s avideiibelthdt oppressors. afecippressed byac.id
their oppressing; the word ‘oppression’ is being stretched to meaninglessness; it is
treated as though its scope includes any and all human experience of limitation or

suffering, no matter the cause, degree or consequence (Marilyn 80).

Beyond the debate of the definition above, however, each feminist has different

definition concerning oppression toward women. Therefore they have different

digilib.uinsa.ac.id
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solution about women's released from the suffering oppression. In the other word,
every feminist theory has different strategy to release women from oppression

because of different point of view in defining oppression.

The writer claims that analysis above that this is the evidence of Radical feminism
value depicted through the character of Linda Brent get some oppression of fight

against in her and her children.
3.1.2 The meaning of Linda’s Freedom for her Existence

Incident in the life of a slave girl is telling the story of fight to struggle for
freedom. The existence of Linda narrator locates her within a densely patterned social
context. In addition, it presents a protagonist enmeshed in family relationships who
recounts her efforts to achieve freedom for herself and her children within the context
of fight to struggle of oppression in freedom and also we have know that the

meaning of Linda freedom in her life.

1indais slave feels like she has no hope for bright future, but she still a useful
thing for her better life. As learn to sew. read and spell. And she wish, someday she
can free herself and has a more beautiful life. Linda believes that knowledge is the
key to gain freedom from the bonds of slavery. That portrays is showing the existence
of Linda. She wants to tries to observe the conerete fact of human as the human itself
exists in its world. Kierkegaard savs that existentialism as a compliance of each

individual which is aquaried from the freedom will (Howard 334). The problems of
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human’s existence are freedom and responsibility. So, they are fundamental and

crucial problems in human’s life (ZainalAbidin 146).

In view of these things, why are ye silent, ye free men and women of the north?
Why do your tongues falter in maintenance of the right? Would that I had more
ability! But my heart is so full, and my pen is so weak! There are noble men and
women who plead for us, striving to help those who cannot help themselves. God
bless them! God give them strength and courage to go on! God bless those,
everywhere, who are laboring to advance the cause of humanity! (J acobs, 1861:
37).

Linda believes that someday she can go out of this terrible condition. As she talks
with her brother about her strong wish in her life. The existence for Linda’s life in
slavery to get freedom, human is free to make everything from environment, but
human is not free utterly to do evervthing that human wants toward the environment

(Howard 456) It is shown in the following quotations:

| verily believed myself to be a free woman. 1 was wakeful for a long time, and |
had no sooner fallen asleep, than I was roused by fire-bells. I jumped up, and
hurried on my clothes, Where | came from, every body hastened to dress
themselves on such occasions (Jacobs 149).

Children and families are often separated and shipped to very distant parts of the
nation. The passage above describes one woman’s hedrtbreaking experience, where

all of her children are taken from her at once. As it is shown in the guotations below:

Again and again [ had traversed those dreary twelve miles, to and from the town:
and all the way, I was mediating upon some means of escape for myself and my
children. My friends had made very effort that ingenuity could devise to affect our
purchase, but all their plans had proved abortive. Dr. Flint was suspicious, and
determined not to loosen his grasp upon us. I could have made my escape alone;
but it was more for my helpless children than for myself that I longed for freedom.
Though the boon would have been precious to me, above all price, [ would not
have taken it at the expense of leaving them in slavery. Every trail endured every
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sacrifice I made for their sakes, drew them closer to my heart. and gave me fresh
courage to beat the back the dark waves that rolled and rolled over me in
seemingly endless night of storms (Jacobs 102).

There is no other great thing in the slave’s life, except them free from the deeply
saddened condition. Because slavery is a demon for them, and living in the slavery

condition is like in the hell. It is clearly seen in the quotation below:

With a strong arm and unvaried trust, my grandmother began her work of love.
Benjamin must be free. If she succeeded, she knew they would still be separated;
but the sacrifice was not too great. Day and night she labored. The trader’s price
would treble that he gave; but she was not discourage ( Jacobs 30).

The sacrifice of Linda is never ending. She labors in a whole day to struggle her
children’s freedom. She feels exhausted body and soul; however she never abandons
to work in order to get money for obtaining the children’s freedom. She has great

enthusiasm and wish. In addition. Linda is also doing effort in educating herself.

Linda does not portray her as a weak woman who passively accepts her fate.
Instead, she describes her as a strong-willed woman determined to do everything in
her power to keep her family together. Consequently, when she lends her mistress her
hard-earned $300 which she has saved toward the purchase of her childretr’s freedom,
how she feels herself pain and devastation upon realizing that her mistress has
betrayed her trust. In short, Linda portrays her grandmother not as a helpless victim,
but as a strong. albeit vulnerable. woman who has been exploited and victimized. As

it is described in the quotation below:

[ went forth into the darkness and rain. T ran on tili I came to the house of the
friend who was to conceal me, Early the next morning Mr. Flint was at my
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grandmother's inquiring for me. She told him she had not seen me, and supposed |
was at the plantation. He watched her face narrowly, and said, "Don't you know
any thing about her running off?" She assured him that she did not. He went on to
say, "Last night she ran off without the least provocation (Jacobs, 109-110).

And
I argued that we were growing older and stronger, and that perhaps we might,
before long, be ailowed to hire our own time, and then we could earn money to
buy our freedom. William declared this was much easier to say than to do;

moreover, he didn’t intend to buy his freedom. We held daily controversies upon
this subject (Jacobs 11).

From the quotation above, that is a meaning for the freedom for Linda and her
children is not easy to get freedom. She must a long struggle to get her freedom, she
get of many suffering and violence in her live of slavery. The researcher find in al

Qur'an An-nisa” 73,

“But if a bounty ( victory and booty) comes to you from Allah, he would surely
say as if there had never been ties of affection between you and him- “oh! [ wish 1
had beer with them. then I would have achieved a great success (a good share of
booty)” (An- nisa’ 73 )

In Islamic people, If the people to get of a victory in the life, we must remember to
Allah because Allah always with us in everything we do. In the opinion of narrated
Abu Huraira (R.A) : Whoever has oppressed another person concerning his reputation
or anything else, he should beg him to forgive him before the day of resurrection
when there will be no money (to compensate for wrong deeds). but if he has good

deeds. those good deeds will be taken from him according to his oppression which he
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has done, and if he has no good deeds, the sins of the oppressed person will be loaded

on him (Sahih Bukhari 629).

Linda explains that slaves with more accurate information are aware that some
people in the Free States are willing to help them and. thus, a better quality of life is
possible. Linda says that with teaching, slaves can begin to understand their own
capabilities, and exert themselves to become men and women. Moreover, Linda also
assembles several ways in meaning of getting freedom. Even though she is in terrible
condition as she has undergone in slavery, but she trust in heart that someday she can

free herself. Another proof is shown in:

When | succeeded in avoiding opportunities for him to talk to me at home, I was
ordered to come 10 his office. to do some errand. When there, | was obliged to
stand and listen to such language as he saw fit to address to me (Jacobs 39).

Familial slave relations are inevitably influenced by the constant selling and
transporting of their kin. Jacobs pays particular attention to the passion she feels for
her children. During the seven years she spent in hiding at her grandmother’s house,
she waald witghihen playing idithslyard from-a gmak hele inthe wall gther tiny
compartment. The researcher has found several passages above that taken from her
natrative that reflect her will to have her children freed. She risks death for this cause,
cven abandoning her bov. Benny and girl. Ellen in the hopes that they would be sold
to a more kindly master than Dr. Flint. The intense love between mother and children
was a consistent theme throughout the entire narrative. It is proved in these following

quotations:




LZahroh |44

1 was daily hoping to hear that my master had sold my children; for I knew who
was on the watch to buy them. Dr. Flint cared even more for revenge than he did
for money. | was encountering dangers for the sake of freeing them, and must I be
the cause of their death? The thought was agonizing. My benefactress tried to

soothe me by telling me that my aunt would take good care of the children while
they remained in jail (Jacobs 94-95).

About statement in above, that showing of the meaning from freedom of Linda’s
children can free and can have beautiful life than before. Before her children free for
the oppression her children going into jail because Dr. Flint would not leave her
children going into his home. Linda is always to try to leave from her master home

and bring her children.

For the meaning of fight to struggle in Linda’s life, many struggles are getting to
Linda and her children to get freedom. The meaning for her life, if Linda and her
children can to free in their life, Linda try to her children freedom from the other

master kindly than Dr Flint.

Throughout the narrative, Linda rebels against the model of womanhood, but she
maintains a sense of feminism due to her trials and tribulations as a slave. Linda
creates her own image of true women by creating a need for respect as an ideal of
womanhood. Power is a commodity that no slave is allowed, but Linda gathers power
form the moment she accepts she will not be a true woman. De Beauvoir to exalt all
women as possessing the capacity their inner power in the sense warrior spirit (Jaggar
191). In the existentialist view, the power of existence Linda’s is gained by the

choices she makes. When Linda takes on Mr. Sands as a lover. she empowers herself
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to exercise authority when she is vulnerable. Linda also controls Dr. Flint by writing
him letters that were posted from the north. Mr. Flint travels back and forth to the

north but comes back without his property.

The finally of Linda’s existence for the meaning of freedom. the story of Linda
end with freedom; not in usual way, with marriage. Linda and her children are now
free! They are as free from the fight of oppression in struggle a slaveholders as are
the white people of the north; and thought that, according to Linda idea, are not
saving a great deal, it is a vast improvement in Linda condition (Jacobs 183). Linda
creates a narrator with a voice that is new in African American literature, in women’s
literature. and in American literature. On one level, incidents describes and the
attempt of nineteenth-century feminists to move women 10 act collectively in the

public sphere (Manfra 3).
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CHAPTER 4
CONCLUSION

After presenting the result of analysis in the previous chapter, the conclusion are
taken in this part. The conclusion is drawn based on the formulated research
questions, while suggestion is intended to give information to the next researchers

who are in doing further research in this area.
4.1 Conclusion

There are three purposes in this research, they are; 1). To describe the kind of
oppressions was experienced by I.inda as a slave woman in Harriet Jacobs® Incidents
in the Life of u Slave Girl. 2). to reveal the fight of Linda as a slave women against
the oppression in Harriet Jacobs’ Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl. 3). to know the

meaning of Linda’s freedom for her existence.

From the result of analysis, the following finding are obtained that the oppression
of slave womar. The main character of Linda’s experience’ get somie miaster 'orher life
before her get cruelty master, she has get kindly master that always teaching Linda’s.
First of all, the researcher finally fined out that it is true, that oppression begin from
the new master. Linda oppressed by her master. All of them appears Linda in
suffering become a slave in her life. The oppression appears in some violence and
race discrimination of Linda's. Linda is a Negro woman and the master is a White

man. Linda and her master is a different race.
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All of them oppress Linda’s in woman slave. Linda get some oppression, there are
racial discrimination, sexual, physical and emotional violence. All of that oppression
happens because of lack of awareness that human being both man and woman, or

black or white have equal right and opportunity.

From the result of analysis of this novel, we can see that Linda Brent character
really depict the hard fight to struggle and get freedom done by woman. Woman is
not always becoming the weak figure who can do nothing to fight her right, Linda’s
struggle which does not easily come to an end and her character who never give up
with the difficulties coming into her life can inspire other woman with such spirit of
woman to do the same thing. Therefore, it is not too much to call Linda Brent as the
heroine character since she represents some long suffering and she is patiently values
inside herself. Her story ends with freedom but not in the usual way. Many women
endured this agony their entire lives. there only joy being there children and families,
who are torn away from them and sold, never to be seen or heard from again. Making
this choice means, that Lindas willingly gives up her virginity outside her marriage,

which contra digs with the moral values that she has.

On the other hand, the researcher has also found the effort that is done by slave
women in obtaining their freedom and opposing unfair treatment. They do hard effort
to escape from their master, they also become hard worker to gain money then
purchase their freedom. As slavery is a terrible condition, especially for women, there

is no one who can bear in that condition. So that, several attempts they have done to
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get their own freedom as special human being that is related of existentialist because
she wants to tries to observe the concrete fact of human as the human itself exists in
its world . They are also preferred to die rather than to survive in master and mistress

authority.

However Linda should have courage to find their own freedom and overcome her
fears in facing those oppressions and also defense her right as women. Just like Linda
who finally finds her freedom after being oppressed by her master. Since Jncident in
the Iife of a slave girl, concerns about freedom in slavery, the researcher hopes the
readers will open their horizons of thoughts to see that men and women are equal.
The researcher also expects that the rcaders will know further about the life of women

in slavery, where they were taught that they were inferior since they were very young.
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