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ABSTRACT

Nuraini, I. (2025). The Use of Swear Words in the Hashtag Feed about the Change
of Twitter to X. English Literature Department, Faculty of Adab and
Humanities, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. Advisors: (I) Raudlotul Jannah,
M. App. Ling., (I) Tristy Kartika Fi'aunillah, M.A.

The study aims to examine the use of swear words in hashtag feeds about
Twitter’s transition to X. The use of swear words arises from users’ dissatisfaction
and frustration with the changes occurring on Twitter. There are two problems to be
solved in this study, namely: (1) what the types of swear words used by Twitter
users in the transition from Twitter to X, and (2) what the functions of the swear
words used by users and the reasons behind their use of swear words.

This study uses a qualitative approach to analyze the swear words used by
Twitter users. The data was collected by using crawling data technique. The data
was categorized by type of swear words (mother-in-law, death, animal, sex,
excretion, bodily function, and religion) based on Wardhaugh (2006) theory and
function of swear words (abusive, auxiliary, expletive, and humorous) based on
Andersson & Trudgill (1990) theory using AntConc. The data was analyzed by
examining the swear words and emotional content of the posts.

The results of this study found that there are five types of swear words:
mother in law (mother fucker), animal (bitch and rat), sex (fuck, fuck you, the fuck,
and what the fuck), excretion (crap, shit, and shitty), bodily function (ass, big ass,
my ass, dumb ass, and ugly ass), and religion (damn, dammit, bloody, damn you,
god, hell, and oh my god), as well as four functions of swear words: abusive,
directed specifically at Elon Musk; auxiliary, as a reaction to the X icon and
notifications that resemble hacking notifications; expletive, as an outlet for
frustration over the name and identity change of the Twitter platform to X; and
humorous, as a joke about the Twitter change.

Keywords: hashtag, swear words, Twitter, X
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ABSTRAK

Nuraini, . 2025. Penggunaan Kata-Kata Umpatan di Feed Tagar tentang
Perubahan Twitter menjadi X. Program Studi Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Adab
dan Humaniora, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. Pembimbing: (I) Raudlotul
Jannah, M. App. Ling., (IT) Tristy Kartika Fi'aunillah, M.A.

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk meneliti penggunaan kata-kata kasar di
hashtag feed tentang perubahan Twitter ke X. Penggunaan kata-kata kasar ini
muncul karena ketidakpuasan dan kekecewaan pengguna terhadap perubahan yang
terjadi pada Twitter. Oleh karena itu penulis akan menjawab rumusan masalah
dalam penelitian ini yaitu (1) apa saja jenis-jenis kata umpatan yang digunakan
pengguna Twitter dalam perubahan Twitter menjadi X (2) apa fungsi kata-kata
umpatan yang digunakan pengguna serta alasan yang melatarbelakangi pengguna
menggunakan melakukan kata-kata kasar.

Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif untuk menganalisis kata-
kata kasar yang diungkapkan oleh pengguna Twitter. Studi deskriptif dalam analisis
tekstual diterapkan dalam penelitian ini untuk menganalisis bentuk-bentuk umpatan
yang digunakan dan alasan yang melatarbelakangi penggunaan kata-kata kasar.
Data dikumpulkan dengan teknik data crawling. Data kemudian dikategorikan
berdasarkan tipe jenis kata-kata kasar (mother in law, animal, sex, excretion, bodily
function, dan religion) berdasarkan teori Wardhaugh (2006) dan fungsi kata-kata
kasar (abusive, auxiliary, expletive, dan humorous) berdasarkan teori Andersson &
Trudgill (1990) dengan menggunakan Antconc. Kemudian di analisis dengan
menelaah kata-kata umpatan dan emosional dari postingan tersebut.

Hasil dalam penelitian ini ditemukan bahwa terdapat lima jenis kata-kata
kasar yaitu mother in law (mother fucker), animal (bitch dan rat), sex (fuck, fuck
you, the fuck, dan what the fuck), excretion (crap, shit, dan shitty), bodily function
(ass, big ass, my ass, dumb ass dan ugly ass), dan religion (damn, dammit, bloody,
damn you, god, hell, dan oh my god) serta empat fungsi umpatan yaitu abusive yang
ditujukan secara langsung untuk Elon Musk, auxiliary sebagai reaksi terhadap ikon
X dan notifikasi yang terkesan seperti notifikasi peretasan, expletive sebagai
pelampiasan frustasi terhadap perubahan.nama dan identitas platform Twitter
menjadi X, dan humorous sebagai sebuah candaan tentang perubahan Twitter.
Kata Kunci: tagar, umpatan, Twitter, X

viii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

INSIAE COVET PAZE ...oovviiiiieiiecieeee ettt ettt i
INSIAE TIIE COVET..eeiutiieiiieeciee ettt ettt et e e e e e e e aae e e aaeeenaeeennaeas i
APPTOVAL SNECL......eiiiiiiieeiieee et e e e e e e e e sere e e areeees i1
EXAMINET SHEEL .....ovveiiiiiiiiiiiiecee ettt v
DECIATAtION ..ottt v
ACKNOWIEAZMENT ..ottt e e e e e eaee e vi
ADSIIACE ...ttt h ettt ettt ettt b et et vii
ADSIIAK ..ttt ettt ettt en e b et saeen viii
Table Of CONLENLS ...eccuviiiiiiieiie ettt ettt e e et e e sebae e e beeeeaneeenns X
Chapter I INtrodUCtION ......coiui ittt sttt ettt et eseeeeaeeas 1
1.1 Background of The Study .........ccccooieiiiiiiie e 1
1.2 Problems of The STUAY ........cocviiriiiiieiieeieeeieeie st et 9
1.3 Objectives 0f The Study........ccooeeriiiiiiiiiiiiee st 10
1.4 Significances of The StUAY .......cccceeieriiiiiieiiicii ittt 10
1.5 Scope and Delimitations ............cceeeuieruieriieniieiieiseeseeesee e ereeeeneereeseeeeeseenens 10
1.6 Definition of Key TeIrmS ......c..oovieiiiiiieiiieiieecie st 11
Chapter I Review of Related Literature...............ocoeeviiniiinieniiieieeieeieeeee 12
2.1 SWEAT WOTAS ...ttt sttt ettt et et e eas 12
2.2 TWITEET O Xi.oiiutieiiieiieeieeeteeeiteeteestteeteeseteeteesabeesbeesaseenseesnseesatesnseenseesnseensneans 25
!
Chapter III Research Method..................... OO 29
3.1 Research Design........oooiueeeieiiiiiiieee e 29
3.2 Data COlLECION. ..ottt st 29
3.2.1 ReSEArCh Diata.....ccuevuiiiiiiiiiiiiicieeestee et 29
3.2.2 DA SOUTCE ....c.uveeiiieniieeiiieiiente ettt ettt sttt et 30
3. 2.3 INSTIUMENL ...eoiiiiiiiiieieiee et et s 31
3.2.4 Data Collection TeChNIiqUEe...........ccecuierirriiieniieiieie et 31
3.3 Data Analysis TEChNIQUE ........ccceeriiiiiiiiiieiieeeee e 33
Chapter IV_Findings and DISCUSSION .......cceeriieriieiiiieiieeiieiiieeieesiee e eseveeieesaee e 36
4.1 FINAINGS .ottt et e e et e e st e e steeessaeeessseeessseeenssaeensseeenns 36

X



4.1.1 The Types of Swear Words Found in Hashtag Feed Twitter’s Change to X36
4.1.2 The Functions of Swear Words Found in Hashtag Feed Twitter’s Change to

D SO SSR 55

4.2 DISCUSSION .enttenteiierteete ettt ettt st et ettt et s e s bt et e e bt e sbeeatesetesbeennesneenaeenee 66

Chapter V Conclusions and SUg@eStioNnS ...........cceeevveeriieeiieerieeiieenieeieeneeeveeneeens 74

5.1 CONCIUSIONS ....eeiueiieeiiieciiee et e ette e st e e ste e e s e e e eteeetaeeesaeesssaeessseeessseeessseeensneeas 74

5.2 SUGZESTIONS ...veeeuevieeiiieeiiee et e eiteeeieeesteeesaeeessteeesaseesssaeessseessseeessseeessseeessseens 75

REFERENCES ... .ottt sttt 77
!



77

REFERENCES

Adriani. (2023). Swear Words in “The Jerry Springer Show” Selected Episodes
[State Islamic University Of Alauddin Makassar]. https://repositori.uin-
alauddin.ac.id/25422/

Aisyah, S., Chairuddin, C., & Athena, T. (2020). The Portrayal of Gender
Difference Toward Swear Word: An Investigation of Words and Expressions
Used by Indonesian Students. Journal of Research on English and Language
Learning (J-REaLL), 1(2), 113. https://doi.org/10.33474/j-reall.v1i2.6747

Allailah, S. N., Febryanto, M., & Hasti, S. (2023). The Analysis of Swear Words
in Instagram Comments Column of @lilnasx Account. Jurnal Bahasa
Inggris Terapan, 9(2), 55-64. https://doi.org/10.35313/jbit.v9i2.5576

Andersson, L.-G., & Trudgill, P. (1990). Bad Language. Penguin Book.

Andersson, L.-G., & Trudgill, P. (1992). Bad Language. Penguin Book.

Aryani, K. B. (2024). Swear Words In Comment Column Of X Application About
The 2024 Presidential Election In Indonesia. Journal of English Language
Learning (JELL), 8(2), 618—-623.

Burgess, J., & Baym, N. K. (2020). Twitter a Biography. New York University.

Byrne, E. (2017). Swearing Is Good For You: The Amazing Science of Bad
Language. Profile.

Crystal, D. (2005). The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language.
Cambridge University Press. https://doi.org/10.1177/0075424204273956

Johnston, M. (2025). X. Britannica Money.
https://www.britannica.com/money/Twitter

Juidah, I., Andayani, Suwandi, S., & Rohmadi, M. (2024). Swear Words From the



78

Indramayu Javanese-Indonesia in the Novel Aib dan Nasib. Theory and
Practice in Language Studies, 14(2), 587-596.
https://doi.org/10.17507/tpls.1402.32

Kothari, C. . (2004). Research Methodology Methods and Techniques. New Age
International Publishers.

Ljung, M. (2011). Swearing A Cross-Cultural Linguistic Study (1st ed.). palgrave
macmilan. https://doi.org/10.1057/9780230292376

Marciniak, K. (2019). Twitter. In A. Ringstad (Ed.), Progressive Grocer. Abdo
Publishing.
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=plh& AN=93581720
&site=eds-live

Mesthrie, R., Swann, J., Deumert, A., & Leap, W. L. (2009). Introducting
Sociolinguistics. Edinburgh University Press.

Miles, M. B., & Huberman, A. M. (1994). An Expanded Sourcebook Qualitative
Data Analysis. In R. Holland (Ed.), SAGE (second). Sage Publications.

Mohr, M. (2013). Holy Sh*t: A Brief History of Swearing. Oxford University
Press. !

Morris, C.(1946). Sign, Language and Behavior. University of Chicago.

Rismawan, S. A., & Syahidin, Y. (2023). Implementasi Website Berita Online
Menggunakan Metode Crawling Data Dengan Bahasa Pemrograman Python.
Jurnal Teknik Informatika Dan Sistem Informasi , 10(3), 167-178.
http://jurnal.mdp.ac.id

Safitri, P. C. (2021). The Use of Swear Words in “the End of the F***Ing World”

Tv Series. UIN SUNAN AMPEL SURABAYA.



79

Stefanowitsch, A. (2020). Corpus linguistics: A guide to the methodology. In S.
Miiller & M. Haspelmath (Eds.), Corpus linguistics: A guide to the
methodology. Language Science Press.
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3735822

Sugiyono. (2013). Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif Kualitatif dan R&D (19th ed.).
ALFABETA, CV.

Wardhaugh, R. (2006). An Introduction to Sociolinguistics. In An Introduction to
Sociolinguistics, Sixth Edition (fifth). Blackwell.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780367821852

Wildish, S. (2018). How To Swear. In Sustainability (Switzerland) (1st ed., Vol.
11, Issue 1). Chronicle Books LLC.

Yudita, K. A. G. (2024). The Use of Swear Word in Comment Section PILPRES

Content on Youtube 2024. Universitas Pendididkan Ganesha.



