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ABSTRACT

Mariono, N. A. P. (2026). Moral Value Of Juniper Hayward'’s Strategy To Achieve
Fame In R.F. Kuang'’s Yellowface. English Literature Department, Faculty of
Adab and Humanities, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. Advisors: (1) Itsna
Syahadatud Dinuriyah, M.A., (1) Dr. Wahju Kusumajanti, M.Hum.

This research aims to explore the character Juniper Hayward as the
protagonist of R. F. Kuang's novel Yellowface and to examine how her personality,
actions, and morality are portrayed in the narrative. The researcher finds three
problems arise: 1. How is June Hayward characterized in the Yellowface novel?, 2.
How does the incident endanger her fame as a writer? 3. How does moral value
come from June's experience in the Yellowface novel?.

The researcher adopts a qualitative approach, employing descriptive analysis
to examine the novel closely. All data were collected through close reading of
relevant dialogues and narrative passages concerning June Hayward’s character and
characterization. By focusing on her experiences, decisions, and conflicts, this
research reveals that June Hayward's failure to accept fame leads to immoral
actions. Through analysis, the study contributes to an understanding of the moral
values embodied by the main character.

This study reveals that Juniper Hayward's characterization and her immoral
action to achieve her dream of being a famous writer. After the failure of her debut
novel, June felt increasingly incompetent, jealous, and resentful toward Athena
Liu's early success. In the end, Athena Liu's death made her emotions even more
uncontrollable, greedy, and drove her to make bad decisions, such as stealing
novels, plagiarism, and manipulation. However, ultimately, her career fell apart
when critics found inconsistencies and evidence of her unethical strategies. Here,
the researcher finds a moral message in the story: to remain true to oneself without
comparing oneself to others, to appreciate even the smallest abilities or
achievements, to act respectfully and positively toward everyone, and to
remain self-aware. {

Keywords: Fame, Strategy, Ethics.in Literature.
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ABSTRAK

Mariono, N. A. P. (2026). Nilai Moral Pada Strategi Juniper Hayward untuk
Mencapai Ketenaran dalam Yellowface Karya R.F. Kuang. Program Studi
Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Adab and Humaniora, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya.
Dosen Pembimbing: (I) Itsna Syahadatud Dinuriyah, M.A., (1) Dr. Wahju
Kusumajanti, M.Hum.

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengeksplorasi karakter Juniper Hayward
sebagai tokoh utama dalam novel Yellowface karya R. F. Kuang dan untuk
menganalisis bagaimana kepribadian, tindakan, dan moralitasnya digambarkan
melalui narasi. Peneliti menemukan tiga masalah yang muncul: 1. Bagaimana
Juniper Hayward digambarkan dalam novel Yellowface?, 2. Bagaimana insiden
tersebut mengancam ketenarannya sebagai penulis terkenal?, dan 3. Bagaimana
nilai moral yang diambil dari pengalaman Juniper dalam novel Yellowface?.

Peneliti menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif, yang melibatkan analisis
deskriptif sebagai metode penelitian untuk mengkaji novel secara cermat. Semua
data dikumpulkan melalui pembacaan mendalam terhadap dialog-dialog dan bagian
naratif yang berkaitan dengan karakter dan penggambaran karakter June Hayward.
Dengan fokus pada pengalamannya, keputusan, dan konflik yang dihadapinya,
penelitian ini mengungkapkan bahwa kegagalan June Hayward dalam menerima
ketenaran menyebabkan tindakan yang tidak bermoral. Melalui analisis, studi ini
berkontribusi pada nilai-nilai moral yang diwakili oleh karakter utama.

Studi ini mengungkapkan karakterisasi Juniper Hayward dan tindakan tidak
bermoralnya untuk mencapai impiannya menjadi penulis terkenal. Setelah
kegagalan novel debutnya, June merasa semakin tidak kompeten, iri, dan merasa
tidak adil terhadap kesuksesan Athena Liu di awal debutnya. Pada akhirnya,
kematian Athena Liu membuat emosinya semakin tidak terkendali, serakah, dan
mendorongnya untuk membuat keputusan buruk, seperti mencuri novel,
plagiarisme, dan manipulasi. Namun, pada akhirnya, kariernya hancur ketika para
pembenci menemukan ketidakkansistenan dan bukti strategi tidak bermoralnya. Di
sini, peneliti menemukanpesan moral dalam cerita ini; tetap setia pada diri sendiri
tanpa membandingkan diri dengan orang lain, menghargai bahkan kemampuan atau
prestasi terkecil, selalu bertindak dengan hormat dan positif terhadap semua orang,
dan selalu sadar diri.

Kata Kunci: Ketenaran, Strategi, Etika dalam Sastra.

viii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

L0001 -1 OO ROPOR .
IS0 (=T 01T R i
APPIOVAL SNEEL ... s ii
EXAMINET SNEBL ... .ot s e e s et e e s s e b b e e e s s ebbaneeeaans i
D 1=Tod E= =1 (0] [OOSR \Y
ACKNOWIEAGMENT ... v
F A 0] (o TR vii
AN 41 £ - | viii
LI 101 LR O 00 01 (=] o £ iX
CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION ...ttt 1
1.1 Background Of the STUY ..ot 1
1.2 Problems of the StUAY ........coei i 5
1.3 ODbjectives Of the STUAY .........cocuiiiiiimiieieie et 5
1.4 Significance of the StUAY ..ot 5
1.5  Scope and DelimItations ..........ccccccoveeiveiiiieesieesiin e e 6
1.6 Definition Of KeY TeIMS ......ociiiiiiiiie ittt st ae e 6
CHAPTER Il REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE .......ccociiiiiiiiieiciecce 8
0 R N A O | £ o1 1< 1 P O OTTRR 8
2 R R O o - 1 (o3 (=] PP 9
N N O 0 T 1 U0 (= g Lo S OSSP 12
A I T VT =1 MY 7 | [T 14
CHAPTER I1l RESEARCH METHOD.......cccoociiiieiieeiee e 16
3.1 RESEAICH DESIGN...ccuiiuieiiiiiiesie sttt 16
3.2 Data COECHION......ccvviii i e 16
3.2.1 RESEAICN DALa.....ccuviiiirieeciiieiiree st e st sbs e e nbaesssree e enbeeesnrae e e 17
3.2.2 Data SOUICE.. ...ttt ket b b el sy i 17
3.3 Data Collection TEChNIQUE........ccceeiieieiiece e 17
3.4  Data Analysis Technique .............. R S A WU "/ A N 18
CHAPTER IV ANALYSIS. ...ttt sttt ere e 19
4.1  June Hayward’s Portrayal .........ccccccoviiiiiiiiiiiiii e 19
00 R = 11/ o 10 21
4.2 Juniper Hayward’s Strategy ........ccccvviuiiiiiiieiiiie i 29
B.2. 1 LYING ettt ettt bbb 29
A \V/ - Vo 11 o TV ] LA Lo S SS 33
I T |V (o] = BV £ | 1= 48
4.3.1 Be YOUISEI ..o 48
4.3.2 Live Life TOThe FUNBSE ... 50
4.3.3 What Goes Around Comes AroUNd ........cccecoeueeiirireiiieeiiie e 51
4.3.4 WaALCh YOUISEIT ...t 52



CHAPTER V CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS.........ccooveiiieieeeee o4

Bl CONCIUSIONS .. et 54

5.2 SUQQESLIONS ...ttt ettt bbb 55

REFERENGCES. . ... ettt e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e e eaeens 56

CURRICULUM VT A .ottt 59
:



56

REFERENCES
Abrams, M. H., & Harpham, G. G. (2012). A glossary of literary terms.

https://lib.zu.edu.pk/ebookdata/Language Linguistics and Literature/A
glossary of literary terms by Abrams%2C Meyer Howard Harpham%2C .pdf

Audi, R. (2007). Moral Value and Human Diversity.

Azzahra, R. P. (2025). Reading Issues of Race and Ethnicity Through the
Yellowface Novel as Popular Literature. 3(1), 40-55.

Benlemlih, B., & Hamdoune, L. (2022). Global Identities In Transit The Etics and
Politics of Representation in World Literatures and Cultures (Vol. 17).

Booker, C. (2004). The Seven Basic Plots, Why We Tell Stories.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20593088

Bortolussi, M., & Dixon, P. (2003). Psychonarratology Foundation for the
empirical study of literary response (Vol. 17).

Burgum, E. B. (2015). The New Criticism: An Anthology of Modern Aesthetics
and Literary Criticism. 3(1), 1-380.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bpj.2015.06.056%0Ahttps://academic.oup.com/bi
oinformatics/article-abstract/34/13/2201/4852827%0Ainternal-
pdf://semisupervised:
3254828305/semisupervised.ppt%0Ahttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.str.2013.02.
005%0Ahttp://dx.doi.org/10.10

Fauni, A. M. (2025). The main character’s motivation to become a famous writer
is described in r.f. kuang’s yellowface thesis.

Forster, E. M. (1974). Aspects of the Novel and related writing. 1-196.

Fowler, E. (2019). Literary Character. Literary Character.



S7

https://doi.org/10.7591/9781501724169

Fraenkel, J. R., Wallen, N. E., & Hyun, H. H. (2012). How to Design and
Evaluate Research in Education (8th ed.). McGraw-Hill.

Herman, D., Phelan, J., Rabinowitz, P. J., Richardson, B., & Warhol, R. (2012).
Narrative theory: core concepts & critical debates. In Educacao e Sociedade
(Vol. 1, Issue 1).
http://www.biblioteca.pucminas.br/teses/Educacao_PereiraAS_1.pdf%0Ahtt
p:/lwww.anpocs.org.br/portal/publicacoes/rbcs_00_11/rbcs11_01.htm%O0Aht
tp://repositorio.ipea.gov.br/bitstream/11058/7845/1/td_2306.pdf%0Ahttps://d
ireitoufma20210.files.wordpress.com/2010/

Jannah, I. N. U. R. (2022). MORAL VALUES REFLECTED THROUGH MAIN
CHARACTER IN ANDERSON S SPEAK NOVEL THESIS BY :

Kaimuddin, A. F. (2024). Negotiating identity of the main character in the novel
Yellowface by R. F. Kuang. http://etheses.uin-malang.ac.id/id/eprint/70368

Kuang, R. F. (2023). Yellowface. 112.

Lickona, T. (1991). Educating For Character How Our Schools Can Teach
Respect and Responsibhility. !

Porter, M. E. (1982). Competitive strategy: Techniques for analysing industries
and competitors. In Industrial Marketing Management (Vol. 11, Issue 4).
https://doi.org/10.1016/0019-8501(82)90025-6

Richards, I. A. (1948). Principles of literary criticism. 1-23.

Rojek, C. (2021). Fame attack: The inflation of celebrity and its consequences.

Seuntjens, T. G., Zeelenberg, M., Breugelmans, S. M., & van de Ven, N. (2015).

Defining greed. British Journal of Psychology, 106(3), 505-525.



58

https://doi.org/10.1111/bjop.12100

Wellek, R., & Warren, A. (1942). Theory of literature. 1-424.

http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/ http://digilib.uinsa.ac.id/



