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ABSTRACT
Annisa Hifsu Shafa, the representation of racial politics in the film The Boy
in the Striped Pajamas, Thesis, Political Science Study Program, Faculty of
Social and Political Sciences, Sunan Ampel State Islamic University.

This study aims to Analyze the representation of racial politics in the film The Boy in
the Striped Pajamas (2008) using Michel Foucault’s theory of biopolitics. The film is
selected because it presents a strong visual representation of how the Nazi regime
constructed race as a political instrument for regulating life and death, particularly
toward Jewish people during the Holocaust. In this study, film is understood not merely
as entertainment, but as a discursive medium that represents ideology, power relations,
and political practices within a specific historical context.

This research employs a qualitative method with a visual discourse analysis approach
based on Gillian Rose’s Discourse Analysis 1. The data consist of selected scenes,
dialogues, visual symbols, spatial arrangements, and representations of the body
depicted in the film. These data are analyzed using Michel Foucault’s biopolitical
framework, especially the concepts of normalization, bodily discipline, and the
management of life by the state.

The findings indicate that The Boy in the Striped Pajamas constructs race as a
biopolitical category through spatial segregation, visual symbols such as striped
prisoners’ uniforms, and unequal power relations between characters. The film also
demonstrates how racial discrimination is normalized through everyday practices that
appear ordinary but contain structural violence. Through its visual discourse, the film
reflects a Foucauldian:model of biopolitical governance in whichithe state determines
which lives are considered worthy of protection and which are rendered expendable.

Keywords: biopolitics, totalitarian power, racial discrimination, Nazism, film.
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ABSTRAK
Annisa Hifsu Shafa, Representasi Politik Rasial Dalam Analisis Teori
Biopolitik Michel Foucault Atas Film The Boy In The Stripped Pajamas
Skripsi Program studi llmu Politik Fakultas Ilmu sosial dan lImu Politik
Universitas Islam Negeri Sunan Ampel

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis representasi politik rasial dalam film The
Boy in the Striped Pajamas (2008) menggunakan perspektif teori biopolitik Michel
Foucault. Film ini dipilih karena menampilkan representasi visual yang kuat mengenai
bagaimana rezim Nazi mengonstruksi ras sebagai instrumen politik dalam pengaturan
kehidupan dan kematian, khususnya terhadap kaum Yahudi pada peristiwa Holocaust.
Dalam konteks penelitian ini, film dipahami bukan sekadar sebagai media hiburan,
melainkan sebagai medium wacana yang merepresentasikan ideologi, relasi kuasa, dan
praktik politik dalam kerangka sejarah tertentu.

Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif dengan pendekatan analisis wacana
visual berdasarkan Discourse Analysis I dari Gillian Rose. Data diperoleh dari adegan,
dialog, simbol visual, pengaturan ruang, serta representasi tubuh yang ditampilkan
dalam film. Selanjutnya, data dianalisis menggunakan kerangka teori biopolitik Michel
Foucault, terutama konsep normalisasi, disiplin tubuh, dan pengelolaan kehidupan oleh
negara.

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa film The Boy in the Striped Pajamas membangun
ras sebagai kategari biopolitik melalui pemisahan ruang, penggunaan simbol visual
seperti pakaian tahanan bergaris, serta relasi kuasa yang timpang antar tokoh. Film ini
juga memperlihatkan bagaimana diskriminasi rasial dinormalisasi ‘melalui praktik
sehari-hari yang tampak wajar namun sarat dengan kekerasan struktural. Melalui
wacana visualnya, film ini mencerminkan tata kelola biopolitik Foucauldian, di mana
negara menentukan kehidupan mana yang layak dilindungi dan mana yang dapat
disingkirkan.

Kata kunci: biopolitik, kekuasaan totaliter, diskriminasi rasial, Nazi, film.
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