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ABSTRACT 

Ayutika, Alvira. "An Analysis of Russia's Decision to Join the International Lunar Research 

Station (ILRS) Despite Its Continued Membership in the International Space Station (ISS)". 

UIN Sunan Ampel, 2026. 

This research aims to analyze the reasons behind Russia's decision to join the International 

Lunar Research Station (ILRS) amid its ongoing membership in the International Space Station 

(ISS). This issue is important to be examined as the decision reflects a shift in the orientation 

of Russia's space cooperation amid deteriorating relations with Western countries. The 

researcher is inspired by Graham T. Allison's Rational Choice Theory in understanding this 

phenomenon. This research uses a qualitative explanatory approach with documentation as the 

data collection technique, which is then analyzed using the interactive model by Miles and 

Huberman through the stages of data collection, data condensation, and conclusion. The 

research findings indicate that Russia's decision to ILRS amid its membership in the ISS is 

based on several rational considerations. First, Russia sought to overcome limitations in 

access to the supply and development of space technology that had previously been constrained 

within the ISS cooperation framework. Second, Russia sought to enhance its international 

prestige by strengthening partnerships with ILRS member states. Third, Russia sought to 

safeguard its national security, which had been affected by the dynamics of its relations with 

Western countries, through the establishment of a new strategic partnership within the ILRS 

framework. Fourth, nevertheless, this choice has not yet been fully able to realize Russia's 

interest in maintaining peaceful space exploration; however, the decision to join the ILRS 

represents the alternative that offers the greatest benefit while minimizing potential losses 

compared to other available policy alternatives. 

Keywords: Rational Choice Theory, Russia, International Lunar Research Station, 

International Space Station, Space. 

 

ABSTRAK 

Ayutika, Alvira. "Analisis Keputusan Rusia Bergabung Dengan International Lunar Research 

Station (ILRS) Di Tengah Keanggotaan Pada International Space Station (ISS)". UIN Sunan 

Ampel, 2026. 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis alasan di balik keputusan Rusia bergabung dengan 

International Lunar Research Station (ILRS) di tengah keanggotaannya pada International 

Space Station (ISS). Permasalahan ini penting untuk dikaji karena keputusan tersebut 

menunjukkan adanya perubahan orientasi kerja sama antariksa Rusia di tengah memburuknya 

hubungan dengan negara-negara Barat. Kemudian untuk memahami fenomena ini peneliti 

dibantu dengan kerangka Rational Choice Theory oleh Graham T. Allison. Penelitian ini 

menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif eksplanatif dengan teknik pengumpulan data berupa 

dokumentasi, yang kemudian dianalisis menggunakan model interaktif oleh Miles dan 

Huberman melalui tahapan data collection, data condensation, dan conclusion. Hasil 

penelitian menunjukkan bahwa keputusan Rusia untuk bergabung dengan ILRS di tengah 
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keanggotaannya pada ISS didasarkan pada beberapa alasan rasional. Pertama, Rusia berupaya 

mengatasi keterbatasan akses terhadap pasokan dan pengembangan teknologi antariksa yang 

sebelumnya terhambat dalam kerja sama ISS. Kedua, Rusia berupaya meningkatkan prestise 

internasional melalui penguatan kemitraan dengan negara-negara anggota ILRS. Ketiga, Rusia 

berusaha menjaga keamanan nasionalnya yang terdampak oleh dinamika hubungan dengan 

negara-negara Barat melalui pembentukan kemitraan strategis baru dalam kerangka ILRS. 

Keempat, meskipun demikian, pilihan tersebut belum sepenuhnya mampu mewujudkan 

kepentingan Rusia dalam menjaga eksplorasi antariksa yang damai, tetapi keputusan 

bergabung dengan ILRS merupakan alternatif yang memberikan manfaat paling besar 

sekaligus meminimalkan potensi kerugian dibandingkan dengan alternatif keputusan lainnya.  

Kata-kata kunci: Rational Choice Theory, Rusia, International Lunar Research Station, 

International Space Station, Antariksa. 
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