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ABSTRACT

Jannah, A.R (2026). American News Media Framing on Zohran Mamdani’s New
York City Mayoral Election. English Literature Department, Faculty of
Adab and Humanities, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya. Advisors: (I)
Suhandoko, M.Pd., (Il) Dr. Endratno Pilih Swasono, S.Pd., M.Pd.

The study aims to examine how the American news media frame Zohran
Mamdani during the New York City mayoral election. The analysis focuses on the
news coverage from CNN news media and The New York Times, specifically those
published between 1% June 2025 and the day before the election on 4™ November
2025. The study explores how two different news media report the same topic which
is Zohran Mamdani as the new face in New York’s politics. After identifying the
framing on both news media, the study tries to explore any similarities or
differences from two news media on Zohran Mamdani.

This study wuses mixed-method approach combining quantitative and
qualitative techniques with the assistance of corpus-based software Antconc.
Quantitative data were derived from word frequency list generated from each media
corpus, while qualitative data were obtained through concordance analysis of
selected keywords. This combination of methods allows for a comprehensive
understanding of how framing functions operate across different media sources.
The framing then was identified using Robert Entman’s framing function.

The findings reveals that both CNN news and The New York Times highlight
Mamdani’s campaign, his proposals, and his opposition. Mamdani’s campaign was
described as a successful and modern campaign style while his proposal was framed
as a bold yet fraught with risk. Both media also emphasize the conflict between
Mamdani and his opposition group. The tension is mainly rooted from Mamdani’s
political stances and his identity as a socialist and Muslim that remain contested
and not fully embraced within the broader American political landscape. A subtle
difference in focus between the two media emerged after identifying the semantic
categories: of both news media..CNN, news, tends to focus, more on Mamdani’s
tensions with ! broader political “institutions, while ‘The New York Times
concentrates more on the electoral competition between him and other candidates.

Keywords: Zohran Mamdani, Media Framing, Corpus, Mayoral Election
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ABSTRAK

Jannah, A.R (2026). Pembingkaian Pemberitaan Media Amerika Tentang Zohran
Mamdani pada Pemilihan Walikota New York. Program Studi Sastra
Inggris, Fakultas Adab dan Humaniora, UIN Sunan Ampel Surabaya.
Pembimbing: (I) Suhandoko, M.Pd., (I) Dr. Endratno Pilih Swasono, M.Pd.

Penelitian bertujuan untuk meneliti bagaimana media berita Amerika
menggambarkan Zohran Mamdani pada saat pemilihan walikota New York.
Analisis in difokuskan pada berita dari CNN dan The New York Times, khususnya
yang diterbitkan antara tanggal 1 Juni 2025 Hingga satu hari sebelum
berlangsungnya pemilihan, yaitu pada tanggal 4 November 2025. Penelitian ini
bertujuan untuk melihat bagaimana dua media yang berbeda melaporkan satu topik
yang sama, yaitu Zohran Mamdani, wajah baru dalam politik New York. Setelah
identifikasi framing dari kedua media, penelitian ini akan mencari adanya
perbedaan ataupun persaam dalam cara CNN dan The New York Times dalam
menggambarkan Mamdani.

Penelitian ini menggunakan metode campuran dengan menggabungkan
metode kuantitatif dan kualitatif melalui bantuan dari alat berbasis korpus, Antconc.
Data kuantitatif diperoleh dari daftar frekuensi kata yang dihasilkan dari masing-
masing korpus media, sedangkan data kualitatif diperoleh melalui analisis
konkordansi terhadap kata yang terpilih. Kombinasi dari dua metode ini
memungkinkan pemahaman yang komprehensif mengenai bagaimana fungsi
framing beroperasi diberbagai sumber media. Identifikasi terhadap framing ini
dilakukan dengan menggunakan fungsi framing Robert Entman.

Hasil dari penelitian menunjukkan bahwa kedua media menyoroti
kampanye Mamdani, proposal kebijakannya, serta pihak oposisi politiknya.
Kampanye Mamdani digambarkan sebagai gaya kampanye yang sukses dan
modern, sementara proposalnya digambarkan sebagai langkah berani namun sangat
berisiko. Kedua media juga menekankan konflik antara Mamdani dan kelompok
oposisi. Ketegangan diantara mereka berasal dari pendapat politik Mamdani serta
identitasnya sebagai-seorang sosialis dan Muslim yang masih'menjadi perdebatan
dan belum sepenuhnya diterima dalam ranah politik Amerika. Sedikit perbedaan
fokus ditemukan  setelah’ analisis ‘kategori semantik dari kedua media. CNN
cenderung menekankan ketegangan Mamdani dengan institusi politik yang lebih
luas, sedangkan The New York Times lebih memfokuskan pada kompetisi antara
Mamdani dengan kandidat lainnya dalam pemilihan walikota.

Kata Kunci: Zohran Mamdani, Pembingkaian Media, Korpus, Pemilihan
Walikota

viii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Inside COVer PAZE .....c.ccoveeiiiiiiieeiieiiecie et
Inside Tittle PAZE ....cccvveeieiiieieeeeeeeeeeeee e e
APPTOVAL SKEET ....ocvviiiiieiiieiiece e
Examiners’ SKEet .........ccciveiiiieiiieeiieeeeee e
DEClaration .........cccccveeiiieiiieiieeie ettt
Acknowledgements .........cccceecveeeiiiieeiiie e
ADSLTACT vttt ettt et et eneeas
W o] 1 ¢ | PR
Table 0f CONENLS ....ccuvieiieiiieiieeie ettt
List of APPendiCes .......cccuveviiieiiieeiiieeieeeee et

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study..........cc.ccoccviiniiiiniiie.
1.2 Problems of the Study ........cccoooiiiiii e
1.3 Significances of the Study.........c.cccovvevieriieiiiiiienieieeee,
1.4 Scope and Delimitations .............ccccueeverniieiiienienieesee s

1.5 Definition of Key Terms ..........cccccccvviininiiiniiniiieniinieieseee.

CHAPTER Il REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

2.1 Digital Media and Political Communication .........c.ccc..cccueuee.e.
2.2 Framing TReory ....ciuiuiit it i
2.3 Corpus Linguistic in Media Studies ..................c.ocoeenne.

CHAPTER Il RESEARCH METHOD

3.1 Research Design........lrueueueerituennnnen. 2SS WU, VS
3.2 Data ColleCtion........cueevueeriieiieeiieiie ettt
3.2.1 Research Data.......c.ccoooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceecee
3.2.2  Data SOUICE ....coovieiiiiiiiiierieeiteeeeee et
3.2.3  INSTUMENT(S) .vveeeerrieeirieeeiieeeiee et e et e e e e s
3.2.4 Data Collection Technique..........cccevveereiienieeiiiiniieiieee
3.3 Data Analysis Technique ..........cccoeevveieriieeiiieeieecee e

CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

4.1 FINAINES ...ttt ettt ettt te e ens

1X



4.1.1.1 Problem Definition: Mamdani’s Campaign as Politically Oppositional to the
Ruling’s Party’s Agenda............coooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeieeenn 22
4.1.1.2 Causal attribution: Mamdani’s Identity, Political View and Unrealistic
Agenda as The Cause for the Support and Critics............cccc.ouennn.e. 29
4.1.1.3 Moral evaluation: Mamdani as Morally Contested and Affirmed....... 32
4.1.1.4 Treatment recommendation: Mamdani’s Candidacy as Both an
Opportunity and Threat.............. oo 37
4.1.2 The New York Times NEeWS........ccceeririirieiiienie e 42
4.1.2.1 Problem Definition: Mamdani’s Campaign and Victory as a Challenge
for Moderates POIItiCS. ... ....oouviiiiiiii i i 44
4.1.2.2 Causal Attribution: Mamdani’s Offers and Political Stances as The Source
of Criticism and Affirmation..............cceiiiiiiiiiiiii i 50
4.1.2.3 Moral Evaluation: Mamdani Between Criticism and Recognition......52
4.1.2.4 Treatment Recommendation: Mamdani’s Candidacy as Visionary Yet
Controversial. ... .. i vt e e sbee b d e 58

!

4.2 DISCUSSION ..ieereeeeeeetbeeeeeeeeeiduneeaananns ' NTTTITITS YUUUUUOIE. U cORUURURrY WRRRRRRRRN 63

CHAPTER V CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

5.1 CONCIUSIONS ....eeeuvvieiiiie ettt e et e et e e e e e e e e etreeetaeessseeensseeennseeas 69
5.2 SUZEZESTIONS ..cuvvieiieeiiieiieeiieeeiie et eette et esttesteeeteeeabeesseesnbeesaeeenbeesssesnseenneeans 70
REFERENCES ... ..ottt ettt st 72
APPENDICES ... 77



LIST OF TABLES
Table 4.1 Top 100 Wordlist Regarding Zohran Mamdani in CNN News............. 22

Table 4. 2 Semantic Category of Nouns in CNN News about Zohran Mamdani. 24

Table 4.2.1 Concordance Lines of ‘Campaign’ Words Category............ccueneene 27
Table 4.2.2 Concordance Lines of ‘Political Rivals’ Words Category................. 28
Table 4.2.3 Concordance Lines of ‘Instrument of States’ Words Category ......... 30

Table 4. 3 The Top Collocates for Causal Attribution on CNN News Media...... 31

Table 4.3. 1 Concordance Lines of Collocate Words for Causal Attribution....... 32

............................................................................................................................... 33
Table 4.4.1 Concordance Lines of Positive Associated Words ...............ccveneen. 35
Table 4.4.2 Concordance Lines of Negative Associated Words..............cceenneen. 36

Table 4. 5 The Selected Keywords for Treatment Recommendation on CNN News

Table 4.5.1 Concordance Lines of Selected Keywords for Treatment
Recommendation..... ... oo bben e e diee e bt b b DI SRS 41

Table 4. 6. Top 100 Wordlist Regarding Zohran Mamdani in The New York Times

Table 4.7 Semantic Category of Nouns in The New York Times News about Zohran

IMAMAANT ..ttt 44
Table 4.7.1 Concordance Lines of ‘Campaign’ Words Category..........c.ceeveneene 46
Table 4.7.2 Concordance Lines of ‘Political Rivals’ Words Category................. 48
Table 4.7.3 Concordance Lines of ‘Political Contest” Words Category............... 49

Table 4. 8 The Top Collocates for Causal Attribution on The New York Times. 50

X1



Table 4.8.1 Concordance Lines of Collocate Words for Causal Attribution........ 52

Table 4.9 Moral Evaluation of The New York Times Coverage on Zohran Mamdani

............................................................................................................................... 53
Table 4.9.1 Concordance Lines of Positive Associated Words ............cccceeuennene. 56
Table 4.9.2 Concordance Lines of Negative Associated Words............c.cccveneene 58
Table 4.10 The Selected Keywords for Treatment Recommendation................... 58

Table 4.10.1 Concordance Lines of Selected Keywords for Treatment

RecoOMMENAAtION. .. ... e e e e 62

Xii



72

REFERENCES

Abrusan, M., Asher, N., & Van de Cruys, T. (2018). Content vs. Function Words:
The View from Distributional Semantics. ZAS Papers in Linguistics, 60, 1—
21. https://doi.org/10.21248/zaspil.60.2018.451

Anthony, L. (2024). Addressing the Challenges of Data-Driven Learning through
Corpus Tool Design — In Conversation with Laurence Anthony. In Corpora
for Language Learning (pp. 9-24). Routledge.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003413301-2

Araujo, B., & Prior, H. (2021). Framing Political Populism: The Role of Media in
Framing the Election of Jair Bolsonaro. Journalism Practice, 15(2), 226—
242. https://doi.org/10.1080/17512786.2019.1709881

As, A. A. (2025). Online Media Framing of Female Gubernatorial Candidate ’
Reputation in The 2024 East Jave Gubernatorial Election , Indonesia. 1(1).

Azar, betty schrampfer. (2002). Understanding and Using English Grammar,
Third Edition. |

Chowdhury, 1. (2025). This election, Gen Z.and Millennials hold most of the
voting power. How might they wield it?
https://doi.org/10.64628/AA.JA6OURIYC

Creswell, J. W. (2014). Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed
Methods Approaches. SAGE Publications.
https://books.google.co.id/books?id=4uB761C_pOQC

Creswell, J. W., & Clark, V. L. P. (2018). Designing and Conducting Mixed

Methods Research.



73

Creswell, J. W., & Creswell, J. D. (2018). Research Design: Qualitative,
Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches. SAGE Publications.
https://books.google.co.id/books?id=s4ViswEACAAJ

Effendy, N., Sultan, 1., & Sonni, A. F. (2024). The role of media in shaping public
opinion: Case study of digital platform and the Prabowo-Gibran victory.
African Journal of Biological Science, 6(6), 7454-7464.
https://doi.org/10.33472/AFJBS.6.6.2024.7454-7464

Entman, R. M. (1993). Framing: Toward Clarification of a Fractured Paradigm.
Journal of Communication, 43(4), 51-58. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1460-
2466.1993.tb01304.x

Fata, N. A., Jannah, S. R., & Wazis, K. (2025). The Phenomenon of Political
Communication in the Era of Social Media Towards Public Polarization
After the 2024 Presidential Election in Indonesia. Electronic Journal of
Education, Social Economics and Technology, 6(1), 656—662.
https://doi.org/10.33122/ejeset.v611.450

Gillings, M., Mautner, G., & Baker, P.(2023). Corpus-Assistegl Discourse
Studies. Cambridge University Press
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009168144

Giusti, S., & Piras, E. (2020). Democracy and Fake News. Routledge.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003037385

Goffman, E. (1986). Frame Analysis: An Essay on the Organization of
Experience. Northeastern University Press.
https://books.google.co.id/books?id=xK2J14rspBcC

Happer, C., & Philo, G. (2013). The role of the media in the construction of public



74

belief and social change. Journal of Social and Political Psychology, 1(1),
321-336. https://doi.org/10.5964/jspp.v1i1.96

Harbi, A. G. (2024). A political language as a tool of psychological manipulation:
A study of media discourse in times of international crisis. International
Journal of Arts, Humanities and Social Studies, 6(2), 184—190.
https://doi.org/10.33545/26648652.2024.v6.12a.118

Hunston, S. (2002). Corpora in Applied Linguistics. Cambridge University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108616218

Hunston, S. (2022). Foundational Quantitative Concepts in Corpus Linguistics. In
Corpora in Applied Linguistics (pp. 81-115). Cambridge University Press.
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108616218.004

Jaworska, B., & Nigel, V. (2022). A Corpus-based Analysis of the Media
Representation of Feminism: International Evidence. 26—62.

Jenifer Rajkumar - Assembly District 38 |Assembly Member Directory | New York
State Assembly. (n.d.). Retrieved August 10, 2025, from
httpsi//nyassembly.gov/mem/Zohran-K-Mamdani i

Jiang, Y. (2025). Narrating the Pandemic; A Corpus-Based Analysis of Chinese
Official Media and Cultural Framing in COVID-19 Coverage.
https://figshare.le.ac.uk/articles/thesis/Narrating_the Pandemic A _Corpus-
Based Analysis_of Chinese Official Media and Cultural Framing in CO
VID-

19 Coverage/29655998%0Ahttps://figshare.le.ac.uk/articles/thesis/Narrating
_the Pandemic_A Corpus-Based Analysi

Kennedy, G. (2014). An Introduction to Corpus Linguistics. An Introduction to



75

Corpus Linguistics, 1-315. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315843674

Kilgo, D. K., & Mourao, R. R. (2021). Protest Coverage Matters: How Media
Framing and Visual Communication Affects Support for Black Civil Rights
Protests. Mass Communication and Society, 24(4), 576-596.
https://doi.org/10.1080/15205436.2021.1884724

Lianda, F. D., & Ananda, A. (2025). Social Media As The Arena Of
Contemporary Politics: A Literature Review Of Gen Z And Millennial
Candidate Strategies For The 2024 Elections. JUPE : Jurnal Pendidikan
Mandala, 10(2), 476. https://doi.org/10.58258/jupe.v10i2.8803

Maier, J., & Nai, A. (2020). Roaring Candidates in the Spotlight: Campaign
Negativity, Emotions, and Media Coverage in 107 National Elections. The
International Journal of Press/Politics, 25(4), 576—606.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1940161220919093

Mclntyre, L. (2018). Post-Truth. The MIT Press.
https://doi.org/10.7551/mitpress/11483.001.0001

McVicker, S: M. (2021). Political Disinformation, Propaganda, and Persuasion
in Memes: A ContentiAnalysis of 2020, U.S. Election-Political Memes.
November, 1-285. https://doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.30066.22728

Medina, A., & Suzuki, S. (2023). 41 Million Members of Gen Z Will Be Eligible
to Vote in 2024 | CIRCLE. https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-research/4 1 -million-
members-gen-z-will-be-eligible-vote-2024

Nada Tawfik, & Hagan, R. (2025). Who is Zohran Mamdani? Bbc News Articles.
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cly2rgzye9no

New York City Council Primary Election Results 2025 - The New York Times.



76

(2025). https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/06/24/us/elections/results-
new-york-city-mayor-primary.html#

Partington, A., Duguid, A., & Taylor, C. (2013). Patterns and Meanings in
Discourse (Vol. 55). John Benjamins Publishing Company.
https://doi.org/10.1075/scl.55

Permadi, D. (2024). Analysis of Media Framing on Indonesian Constitutional
Court’s Decision Regarding Presidential and Vice Presidential Age Limits.
Legal Brief, 12(6), 471-478. https://legal.isha.or.id/index.php/legal/index

Pinto, P. T. (2022). The Sustainable Development Goal ( SDGS ) Words ‘ Poverty
“and ‘ Sustainability * in The Brazilian Research: A Preliminary Thematic
Corpus-Based Analysis. August. https://doi.org/10.25189/2675-
4916.2021.v2.n4.id440

Shahrzadi, L., Mansouri, A., Alavi, M., & Shabani, A. (2024). Causes,
consequences, and strategies to deal with information overload: A scoping
review. International Journal of Information Management Data Insights,
4(2), 10026 1. https://doi.org/10.1016/] jjimei.2024.100261

Shao, Y. (2025). The Impact of Digital Media on Modern Society and Culture.
Communications in Humanities Research, 57(1), 117-122.
https://doi.org/10.54254/2753-7064/2025.22829

Shuxian, S. (2022). 4 Corpus-Based Study of Representation of Obesity in China
Daily and The Associated Press : Critical Discourse Analysis Approach.
25(2), 32-38. https://doi.org/10.3968/12780

Sinclair, J. (1991). Corpus, Concordance, Collocation. In Oxford University Press,

1991.



77

Suhandoko, & Ningrum, D. R. (2025). Harmony or Hegemony: A Corpus-Based
Discourse Analysis of Netizens’ Perceptions of Indonesia’s Religious
Moderation Initiative. 4, 148—160. https://doi.org/10.22250/20728662-2025-
4-148-160

Susanti, M. H., & Khu, S. (2025). The Presidential Candidates’ Campaign and the
Millennial Voters’ Perception: A Case Study of the 2024 Indonesian General
Election. International Journal of Research and Review, 12(7), 298-308.
https://doi.org/10.52403/ijrr.20250732

Tan, K. H., & Perudin, A. (2019). The “ Geopolitical ” Factor in the Syrian Civil
War : A Corpus-Based Thematic Analysis.
https://doi.org/10.1177/2158244019856729

The most popular news websites in America | Media | YouGov Ratings. (n.d.).
YouGovAmerica. Retrieved September 3, 2025, from
https://today.yougov.com/ratings/entertainment/fame/news-websites/all

Treisman, R. (2025). Zohran Mamdani: What to know about the NYC mayoral
candidate; NPR. Https://Www.Npr.Org/. i
https://www:npr.org/2025/06/25/nx-s1-5444846/zohran-mamdani-nyc-
mayor-race

van Leeuwen, T. (2018). Moral Evaluation in Critical Discourse Analysis. Critical
Discourse Studies, 15(2), 140—153.
https://doi.org/10.1080/17405904.2018.1427120

Walker, J. (2025). TikTok over talk shows: How Zohran Mamdani won with NYC
influencers | Campaign US. https://www.campaignlive.com/article/tiktok-

talk-shows-zohran-mamdani-won-nyc-influencers/1923543



78

Wang, J. (2024). Research on the Speed of Information Transmission and User
Cognition in the New Media Era. Communications in Humanities Research,
40(1), 204-210. https://doi.org/10.54254/2753-7064/40/20242397

Zhan, Z. (2022). Contesting Legitimacy in China ’ s Crisis Communication : A
Framing Analysis of Reported Social Actors Engaging in SARS and
COVID-19. Chinese Journal of Communication, 15(2), 182-204.

https://doi.org/10.1080/17544750.2022.2049835



