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ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini mengkaji komunikasi spiritual masyarakat Banjar di
Tulungagung sebagai komunitas diaspora yang mempertahankan tradisi keagamaan
khas di tengah dominasi budaya Jawa. Berangkat dari problematika memudarnya
tradisi lokal akibat modernisasi dan tekanan akulturasi, penelitian ini bertujuan
mengidentifikasi simbol-simbol spiritual yang membentuk identitas kultural Banjar
serta menganalisis mekanisme komunikasi spiritual dalam menginternalisasi nilai-
nilai amaliyah. Menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif deskriptif dengan desain
etnografi komunikasi, penelitian ini melibatkan tujuh informan kunci yang dipilih
secara purposive sampling dari komunitas Banjar di Kelurahan Kampungdalem,
Tulungagung, terdiri atas tetua adat, tokoh agama, Pengurus Organisasi 1
(SPK/K3TA), dan generasi muda. Data dikumpulkan melalui wawancara mendalam,
observasi  partisipatif, dan dokumentasi, kemudian dianalisis dengan
mengintegrasikan tiga teori: komunikasi ritual James W. Carey (untuk menjelaskan
fungsi pemeliharaan identitas kolektif), adaptasi lintas budaya Young Yun Kim
(untuk menjelaskan konteks diaspora), dan interaksionisme simbolik Herbert Blumer
(untuk menjelaskan konstruksi makna simbolik). Temuan menunjukkan bahwa
konstruksi makna simbolik komunikasi spiritual Banjar dibangun atas tiga pilar
terintegrasi: simbol auditorial (irama padang pasir sebagai bahasa ruhani yang
mengaktifkan lathaif), simbol visual-material (bendera hijau, pelita, pakaian putih
sebagai penanda legitimasi sanad dan kesucian), serta simbol somatik (gerakan
kepala dan tekanan dada sebagai inkorporasi dzikir). Representasi identitas kultural
dilakukan melalui strategi keterbukaan simbolik yang inklusif dengan pesan sentral
"diba' ojo dadi tontonan, iso ugo dadi tuntunan". Komunikasi spiritual berfungsi
sebagai instrumen pelestarian amaliyah sekaligus penjaga kohesi sosial melalui
internalisasi habitus, transmisi nilai berbasis keteladanan, pemeliharaan sanad, dan
peran organisasi komunitas. Penelitian ini memperkaya kajian komunikasi spiritual
dalam konteks diaspora Muslim serta menegaskan pentingnya keseimbangan antara
mempertahankan esensi tradisi dan adaptasi selektif di tengah arus modernisasi.

1

Kata Kunci: Komunikasi Spiritual, Diaspora Masyarakat Banjar, Pelestarian
Tradisi Keagamaan, Kampungdalem
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ABSTRACT

This study examines the spiritual communication of the Banjar community in
Tulungagung as a diaspora community that preserves its distinctive religious
traditions amidst the dominance of Javanese culture. Addressing the issue of the
fading of local traditions due to modernisation and the pressures of acculturation,
this study aims to identify the spiritual symbols that shape the Banjar cultural identity
and to analyse the mechanisms of spiritual communication in the internalisation of
religious values. Employing a descriptive qualitative approach with a communication
ethnography design, this study involved seven key informants selected via purposive
sampling from the Banjar community in Kampungdalem Village, Tulungagung,
comprising traditional elders, religious figures, organisational leaders (SPK/K3TA),
and the younger generation. Data were collected through in-depth interviews,
participant observation, and documentation, and were subsequently analysed by
integrating three theories: James W. Carey’s ritual communication (to explain the
function of maintaining collective identity), Young Yun Kim’s cross-cultural
adaptation (to explain the diaspora context), and Herbert Blumer’s symbolic
interactionism (to explain the construction of symbolic meaning). The findings
indicate that the symbolic meaning of Banjar spiritual communication is constructed
upon three integrated pillars: auditory symbols (the rhythm of the desert as a spiritual
language that activates the lathaif), visual-material symbols (green flags, lamps, and
white clothing as markers of the legitimacy of the sanad and sanctity), and somatic
symbols (head movements and chest pressure as the embodiment of dhikr). The
representation of cultural identity is achieved through an inclusive strategy of
symbolic openness with the central message: “‘diba’ should not be a spectacle, but
can also serve as guidance”. Spiritual communication functions as an instrument for
the preservation of religious practices whilst also safeguarding social cohesion
through the internalisation of habitus, the transmission of values based on exemplary
conduct, the maintenance of the sanad, and the role of community organisations. This
research enriches the 'study. of spiritual ‘communication, within ‘the context of the
Muslim diaspora and underscores the importance of balancing the preservation of
traditional essence with selective adaptation amidst the tide of modernisation

Keywords: Spiritual Communication, the Banjar Diaspora, Preservation of
Religious Traditions, Kampungdalem
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